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To the G^demen, Clergy^ Temmnry^ and Free- 
holders of the County of Wilis. 
Gbntlbmbn, 

In xrdnscquence of the continued rumouri that a dissolu- 
tion of P^rhament will soon take place, I feel it a duty in- 
cumbent on me to communicate to you that it is not my 
intention again to solicit the high and distincuished honour 
with which I have been invested by you in three successive 
Parliaments. . 

Ill h^lth has been the constant result of my attendance 
m the House of Commons during the last three years.; and, 
** u "* conscious of my inability. to pay that strict attention 
to those Parliamentary duties which you have a right to ex- 
pect from your Representatives, I trust you will be disposed 
to applaud rather than to condemn the motive which compels 
me to make this candid avowal of my determination. 

In thus publicly taking leave of you, I avail myself of 
the opportunity to return you my warmest thanks for the 
vwy liberal and repeated marks of favour and support, which 
1 have experienced from you during the time I have had the 
honour to represent you ; and I am willing to hope the con- 
hdence you have so generously reposed in me has on no oc- 
casion been misplaced. 



B 
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It is. some consolation to me to reflect that^ although I 
nay so soon be placed in a more bumble and contracted 
sphere of life, I may yet be of ai^rvice to my native county ; 
and whatever duties I may have still left me to discharge, 
your welfare and prosperity will be the constant objects of 
my attention. 

With every sentiment of gratitude and respect, 
I am, Gentlemen^ your obliged and devoted servant, 

Jshloiij Feb. 20, 1«18. R, LONG. 



To tke Noblemen, Gentlemen, Clergy, Yeomanry^ 
and Freeholders of the County of WUtt. 

As a dissolution appears likely soon to take place, I should 
feel myself deficient in due respect to my constituents, from 
whom I have so uniformly received such flattering and in-* 
dependent support, were I now to delay declaring my inten* 
tion of again aspiring to the highest object of a country 
|;entleman's ambition — the distinguished honour of represent* 
mg my native county in. Parliament. 

My public conduct is before you : f shall, therefore, not' 
obtrude any prl>ftssions on your notice, further than to ex- 
press my warmest feelings of gratitude for the mannet in 
which you have already returned me to the House of Com- 
mons; and to -express my honest hope, that the confidence 
so generously reposed in me, has, on no occasion^ been 
abused, and that your local interest in particular have not 
been impaired by my indifference or inattention. 

Most earnestly and respectfully soliciting the renewal of 
your former support, and begging to apologize for not watt- 
ing on all of you in person at the present moment, owing ta 
public and county business in the House of Commons, 
1 have the hbnbur to remain, 

Vour grateful and devoted servant 

PAUL MfiTHUEN. 
4£, Upper Grosvenor-st, Feb. 27. 



to the NobiUty, Gentry, Clergy, and Freeholders of 
the County of Wilis. 

GENTtEMEN, 

Mr. Long having publicly declared his intention to de- 
cline the future representation of this county, I take this 



s 

early o))portanity of ofleriitg iftsMolf la t<)»tfr notice, and of 
requesting the favour of jo«t support a| t|« ensuiqg J^e^Hon. 

Should you potifer on mei fbe distinguished Qd^our tp 
which I aspire, of repreaenting this truly independent county 
in Parliament, the strongest expression of mjr gratitude win 
be found in the conscientious, diligent, and iadipej;^ent dis« 
chafge of the duties of that important trust. 

Whenever a dissolution of the present Parliajnedt takes 
place, I will embrace the earliest opportunity of personally 
renewing my request. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, ' . > 

Your very faithful humble servant^ 

Pothouse, FcK 23, l^lB. ^ ^QHN BENETT. 



Ta the Noblemen, Gentlemen, Clergp, tmd Free^ 
holders qfthe County of Jrms. 

GBirTLKMSH, , 

An^ advertisement in the Courier newspaper of tbi$ everi* 
i»g> sQlieitii^ your votes at th^. impending Qeqerol Bleetioo, 
m consequence, asi is^ there stated, of Mr. Long, ome of yo«ir 
pyeseot oiembers, haviiig publkly signified hi» ifitentieii ef 
Kliring, makes it necessary for me not to delay the exprcsn- 
Bion of my ao^rious desire to jepreseht yoar county in J?ta*< 

In thus declaring myself a Candidate for this high and 
distinguished situation, I aot. governed not so much by any 
political motives^ as by the audition of restoring to tlie house 
of Draycot an honour which has been sq frequently confer- 
red upon various h^raoches of that ancient Wiltshiro £aa»ily. 

1 will* take the earliest opportunity, which the atUentiOA to 
my dnttes in Parliament will permit, of paying my respects 
in person to all the freeholders of the county* 
I have the honour to be, Gkntlemeo^ 
Very faithfully yowrs^ 
Xfl«*„,F^.25,1818. . W. LONG WELLESLEy. 



The Freeholders of Wiltshire are earnestly entreated to 
be on their ^ard against giving PREMATOitB promises to 
either of the Canaidates who at present have offered theui' 
selves to succeed Mr. Long. 



WILTSHIRE ELECTION. 

At a Meeting of l^reeholders held in the Guildhall of the 
Towtt of Calne, on Friday the 6th of March, 1818; 

Mr. THOS. STRETCH, one of the Guild Stewards being 
called to the Chair, 
The following Resolutions were entered into : , 

Ut — ^Tbat the enormous expenses attending Election Con- 
tests deter honest and independent men, of mcderate fortunes, 
from offering their services to the country in the Commons 
House of Parliament, Inhere their talents mi^ht be the most 
effectually exerted for the public good. 

$nd — ^That we will attend the Election and exercise the 
right of voting in favour of those Candidates whose public 
prmciples we most approve, at our own expense. 

3rd— That the best service which every freeholder can rcn- 
der to his country, who is not ashamed to be treated and car- 
ried to the poll at thfc expense of the Candidate, is to stay 
at home. 

4ih — ^That the Chairman be requested to sign these Reso- 
lutions on behalf of the meetidg, and have tbem printed in 
the county paper, in the hope that similar ones beiQg gene- 
raUy adopted, without attempting to impose either persons 
or nrinciples on any one» will induce those who are best 
qualified to serve the country in Parliament;, to become can- 
didates, relying for success not on their wealth, but on their 
principles. THOS. STRETCH, Chairman- 



To the Freeholders qf the CJonnty of Wilts. 

GlCNTLBM^Blf, 

Since 1 last had the honour of addressing you, i have at- 
tended tlie Assizes in this county; and have also canvassed the 
city of Salisbury, the several towns of Wilton, Warminster, 
und Downtcm, and some of theadjoinin^ villages. The kind 
reception which i have universally received, and the almost 
unanimous promise of support which has been given to me, 
have made a deep^nd lasting impression on my mind. No- 
thing can be more gratifying to me than theivarm expres- 
sions of personal esteem with which I have been honoured 
in every part of this my native county. I am proud to say, 
thAt I have hitlierto passed my life in Wiltshire, performing 
the duties attached to a private station, anlj I now hope, that 
by your kind and active exertions, I shall shorUy be placed 
ill the most exalted station of public trust to which an 



independent man can aspire. I shall not relax in my exertions 
till I tiave waited on every freeholder whose name I may be 
made acquainted with ; and I hope that if in any instance 
I may not have h^d that honour^ it will not be attribute^ to 
wilful neglect. Gentlemen, "^ 

i have the honour to> remain 
Your very faithful and obedient servant, . 

JOHN B|;JTETT. , 
Pj/thouse, March 14, 1818. 



To Fulwar Cranen^ Esq. QiUton House, Wi}1^. , 

Sir, 

W B, your nei^^bours, freeholders, and others of the Coun- 
ty of Wilts, havmg observed in the last Salisbury and Win- 
caster Journal, thftt RI Long, Esq. does not intend to offer 
himself again to represent Uie county in ParliiamenI, and 
having witnessed your activity as a magistrate, and upon all 
public occasions, and fully believing you to be possessed of 
an inde^[>endency of mind as well as of fortune, hope you will 
iiave^the gpodne^ to gratify our wishes by offering yoursel^f 
as a candidate at the next General Election, or upon the first 
occasioii that may present itself. 

And, Sir, we require only one pledge from you, which is, 
that you on no account suffer yourselfto be tempted to sacri* 
fice your property in the pursuit, to the injury of your family, 
the eVil example of all good men, and the risk of those ser- 
vices which can alone be performed by persons who enter the 
House of Commons freed from the dread of future expense. 
And we are. Sir, ^ 

Your very obedient humble servants, 

John Williams Jos. Atherton 

•Fras. WiHiams Wm. HalleU 

Tbos. Stroiid ' Ambrose Alexander 

John WiUiams, jun. Robert Vaisey 

Robert Ohurch Wm. Brown 

Thos.ChouU RicliardRead 

Wm. WiUiams Thos. Gould 

. , r.Wm.. Aldridge . John ShepKerd 

Gecarge Church Thomas Hill 

Richard Church.. . . Mark Brown 

John Hum Watt* William J^ait. 

Fehruart; 9^ih, 1818. 



Silt, 

I LOSE no time in thus publicly' returning mj warmest 
thanks to yoprself aqfd thos^ independent freeholders for 
the county of Wilts who have done me the honour to sign a 
requisitiQu (which I received at a late hour yesterday even- 
ings) as well as to the numerous vpters from different par^s 
of this county that had previously solicited me to become a 
candidate for its representation. 

Whan that bulwark of British liberty^ the Habeas Co^'pus, 
can be suspended at the wilF and caprice of a minister: 
wheir the discussion on the necessity for so unconstitutional 
a proceeding is( inquired into by a secret committise cpm- 

£osed of ministers and their friends^ and a biU of iademnitv 
rought forward as a thing of coursej^ it beeomea more than 
ever necessary to scrutrnke the politics of the candidates that 
oifer themselves to your notice. 

' A seat in Parliament nerer was my ambition, and if it ertr 
bad been, tlie perfect cipher that an independent is now bei- 
come therein, would have totally deprived me thereof. 

In declining offering myself tor the honour you bate pro- 
posedy I beg you will rest assured bow happy I shall be on 
all occasions to promote the interests of the county of Wik9, 
and how devotealy I am 

Your very humble servant, 

FULWAK CRAVEN. 
To Wfh. Hdkit, Esq. 3^e. Sjrc. 



COUNTY OF WatS. 

I AM an old^ashioned man, and do.notitketo see oldcus- 
Hmis abandoned, especially when those oiuitoms have been 
deemed salutary, as producdTe oS general gocd, and contri- 
buting tfo the peace and harmony o£ a cDuiity. With such 
sentiments I cannot but lament and' disapprove of the 
new sy^stem which has been intfoduoed into our county^ on 
ah oxpected vaoancy in its represeatatidn,. by eoKcassing pre- 
vious to the day appointed for a nomination* 

The representation of a county, though a mosthonourable^^ 
yet cannot be considered as an idle ofitce;. it should be en- 
trusted only to a man of the strictest iutegritj and indepeii- 
dence; to one who will consider himself as bound to support 



the coDfttitatton and goveninient of our country, and who - 
will dare^ whenever the notives of that government are 
wrong, to oppose tbem. 

Such \% ttie many endowed with a proper &ense of religion, 
m^altty, and good judgmcfat, whom i would wish to trust 
as representative for thecounty «f Wilts, for it matters but 
little whether he be gifted with the powers of oratory or not.' 

At the present moment two cand'fdates have presented 
tbemtel^res before tbe^paUic — oLhert^ perhajps, (adberiag to 
our old cuatoms,) may appear on the day of nomination. It 
is, therefore, a duty incumbent on the freeholders tomaA:^ no 
promises previous to that day, when the general sense of tlie 
gounty' tviil be taken, and the merits and interests of each 
candidate will be publidy and impartially canvassed ^nd 
ascertained. " ' ^ . 

AN OLD FREEHOLDEft. 



71^ the Noblemen, GkJttlemen^ Clergy , Yeamanrp akd 
Freeholder^ in general of the jCounty of JVittsl 

I. CAN NOT quit tlie noririiern districts of this county to 
attend the Assizes at Sidli^ury without returning you my 
sincere thankB for the very valuablef promises of support 
which I bave universally received from the respectable gen- 
tlemen freeholders resident in this Beighbourliood* 

I have more particularly to return my warmest thanks 
to the freeholders residing in Chippenham, Trowbridge, 
Bradford^ Galne, Warminster^ Wootton Basset, 8Cc. &c. 

The flattering hnanner in which my pretensions * have been 
received will operate as an additional motive for my apply- 
ing my mo^t ans^iou^ iseaPtn lendeaVvwriag to vain a tiuler 
knicy«('Ie4ee of 'th<e )oosl4fVteres«s'of dvis independent coonty c 
and should I fdftMmMftdjf ^suoo^ed in cAytaining the dtstin^ 
irni^ed honour ^belag oaeof your B/eprtesentatives in Par- 
linm<efm, At vfiil be wy greatest ambition to devote the 
whol'e^f my at^t^tion to the' Mfilling of the important dM- 
ties attached '£o ^at high vfiioe. 

R was imp6ssible, uniter tfee pteculiar cirewaMtanocs which 

. hastily called tn&'foMavd, reguhtfly to)Niy tny respects to 

^Tl tbe Areeboldef^ «i^«w4(i<he districts nvhtoh 1 ham bitbei^ 

to visited. But >ks ^ft afi^«he tm\w^ bnnnets ^ Stulisimry 

k idonduded; I sluiil cMsld^ it t|io be my Auy^ witikkoiit 



regand to aiay other pursnits, to. pay my respects to every 
fmbolder in the county individually. 

I have the honour. to be, Gentlemeoj 

Your very obedient bumble servant^ 

W. LONG WELLESLEY. 

Dray col House^ March 8, 1818. 



To the Genttemeny Clergy, Yeammry% and Fr^ehol- 
dcrs in general ^ the County of WiUs. 
Gentlembn, 
I HAVE bad the peculiar gratification of meeting with the 
same success here which has attended me generally through- 
out my canvass. 

In quitting Salisbury, therefore, to continue the honour of 
pacing my personal respects to those yeomen and freeholders 
resident in other parts of the county, it is a duty incumbent 
on me to return my friends in this city my warmest acknow- 
ledgments for their kind exertions in my favour. 

Though an Englishman born and educated, I cannot call 
Wiltshire my native county ; but my dearest and best inte- 
rests are there situated, and I have fixed upon this indepen-* 
dent county as the place of my constant residence. 
, \ have the honour to be, G^ntlemen> 

Your ^vy obedient humble servant, 

W. LOJJG WELLESLEY. 
Sathbtiry, March 12, 1818. 



To the Freeholders qf the County of Wilis. 

Gentlemen, 

I OFFER you my most grateful thanks for the kind and 
distinguished favour which you have diewn me in my most 
successful canvass of this indepeadent couBty. 

Anxious to introduce myself to every individual, whose 
public interests* it may hereafter be my dutv vigilantly to 
protect, 1 shall. persevere in my exertions till I have had the 
honour of paying my personal respects to every fceeholder. 

I cannot sumdently expi'ess my gratitude to those who 
have already signified that they deem me wprthy.of their , 
confidence in the most importaAt station, to. which an E^g^H^* 
man can aspire — that of representing his notice county in thf 
great Cojmcil of the Nation: I uust that^ sliall b® honoured 



with equal faronr and confideace from those fr^ehold^i 
whose votes I haye not yet been able personally to solicit, 
but upon whom I shall wait (without intentionally neglecting 
any one) as speedily as the greatness of the undertiduog 
will permit. 

In the mead time I earnestly entreat my friends to continue 
their most kind exertions in my behalf^ by which ^one my 
ultimate success can be secured; when it is secured, { shall 
foe anxious to evince my sense of the great honour conferred 
on me^ by unremitting attention to my duties in Parliamentj 
by a rigid adherence to all the principles of our invaluable 
coi^titution, and by a zealous regard to all the Ipcal concerns 
of the county; with which^ during my pasl; lif^^ { haye 
endeavoured tp make myself acquainted. 
{ hfi^ve the honour to be, 
Gentlemeni 
Your most obliged and devoted seryantj 

Salisbury, March 7, 1818, JOHN BENI;TT. 



WILTS EI^ECTION. 

It ))as been agreed by Thomas King and Henry Fool, 
Esqrs. and many of the respectable inhabitants of the Challi. 
Hundred, that tliey will convey to the poU such of tb^ free* 
holders in their vicinity (who may require the B^m^} as are 
in the interest of Mr^ Benett, whenever their seryi(:es 99ay be 
required, free of every expense to that gentleman; and that 
they willy in the mean time, collectively and iiidividaallyfiis^ 
^yery exertion to secure bis return. 



Tq Messrs, JSrodk and Dqwdifig^ 

Gj^htlcmbn, .... 

I EfiQUEST that you will announ9e it as the intention of 
fnaoy respectable freeholders in this neighbourhood to tak^ 
the charge pf bringing the friends of Mr. Mcthueij and 
Mr, Bkbh^U tp the ppU at Wilton without expense tp \im^ 
.... I ^n^j Gentlemen, 

Yoyr humble serywti 

FULWAR qRAVSNi 



ito ihe Printers ofOe SMiMry Andf fnntheitet' 
Jofurnai. 

Gbntlehen^ — A serious attack upoa n^y character baviDg 
appeared in the Reading Paper, which I have, thought it my 
doty to aDStirer, I beff you will insert in your p^per my an- 
swer^ togethbr with.the letter signed '^ Timathjf Trueman.'**'^ 

I ani) Gentlemen, 
DrmycoiiHouse^ Your obediept Servant^ ^ 

March 16, 18I8. W. L- WELLESLEY. 



JMr. Editor,-^! am not in tihi6 babtt of laying befi*e flwi 
public unau'thehticated facts. Those Which I shsul now offer 
to the moral reflections of the humane and intelligent read^ 
are taken from Mr. Hbbhouse's Travels through Albania and 
Greece, to Constantinople ; a book lately published, which 
seems, on every account, to merit a high degree of public es* 
timation. To this work is an Appendiic respecting the pas- 
sage of the British fleet through the Dardanelles : — *^ This 
passage Was disastrous, from the fire of two famous castles 
which commanded it : but the return would have been much 
more so, because, independent of these castles, the Turks had 
availed themselves of our dday, and had plantefl heavy artil- 
lery for miles oh eitha: shore ;^' and the sea is there So narrow^ 
thttt Lord Byron, Mn H-^-^'s fellow traveller, actually swam 
across it, realizing the feat attributed to Leander of old. Ima- 
giDatt<]fh cannot figure to itself an act of tiore flagrant injus^ 
tice, 6t tti^e horrible cruelty than that which was desigoed 
to be accomplished by this perilous and ill-concerted epter- 
prise. Its miscarriage attaches disgrace on its projector alone 
— but its success would have been a more deplorable calami- 
Xy\ for it would have attached indelible infamy on the nation 
at large, and rendered us unworthy to bear the name of a 
Christian people. Mr. Hobhouse s intention is to excul- 
pate the cabinet at Home from iall pafticipdticinin this horri- 
ble project, and to lay the whole blame of it oti th^ Secretary 
of JLegation, a joiing man of iextretofe aitogdttd^ ind presump- 
tion^ wh6, during what he call& 'the long tod iidfortunateilU 
ness of the Ambas^adof,' had the 8c3e m^htlg^^t of the Bri* 
tish interests at the Ottotiiahcotirt. Tbiiiyttbdt^ifillgdipixHdadit, 
conceiving that he would ingratiktfe ttiihself in a certain quar- 
*€r> by forcing iheTtirtra to teribunce their neutrality, adopted 
the fofidwing menace tb effect that purpose. He threatened 
to lay Constantinople in asbes^ by idit satte means which 
were used against Copenhajgai^ if the Porte would not instant- 



Iv diiffli3» Sel^afttianiy surrender up the Turkish fle^et to aur 
ais^asal, and supply the British snips with such necessaries 
as they were in want of: for this purpose he. said he would 
employ ^wenty-four ?ail of the line, though he had only three 
at QJs command, which, as an advanced force, ne brought up 
to Constantinople, but not .without considerable loss. The 
city is almost entirely tuilt of wood, and contains between 
SIX and seven hundred thousand souls: its government was 
then in full peace and ami^y with England, tptally indifferent 
to the mad quarrels of the , Continent, respecting legitiniacy, 
and deajring nothing more sincerely than to live in christian 
peace and charity n^ith aU mankind. On this occasion the 
two nations seem to have changed characters ; the barbarians 
aicted like christians, and .the christians like barbarians.— At 
last this Braggadocio Secretary discovered what he ou^ht to 
have known npm the beginning, that though force unjustly 
applied may sink a corrupt nation into obsequiousness, it on- 
ly exalts an uncivilized one to the madness of despair. .He 
discovered als9, that all the means of violence were not en- 
grossed by himself; and that this unoffending people were 
not so defenceless as he imagined. He learnt, that at the 
first shot fired in Constantinople, all tl^e English nierchant? 
and ot{iex;s belonging to the British factory there, would have 
their throats cut, and that throughout all the Turkish dopii- ^ 
nibna a dreadful retaliation would be adopted/ .I^elying!pA 
tt^e pacific disposition, which has for many years past pre- 
ya^I^d in the Turkish divan, this presumptuous politician 
adventured to lay down the character of aRepreseniatjye of ji 
J Qst, .generous, and a philanthropic nation^ in order tojassunie 
the; part of a Herod, threatening fire, fury and desolation to 
di ^Y^o opposed his wishes ; but he found that he had. to deal 
with men who were not novices in such matters, aqd who 
could upon occasion even "out-herod Herod :" being there- 
fore baffled in his own way, he thought fit to renpupqe 
his pretensions and patch up a peace with the Turks, who 
desired nothing better. Though it may be true as asserted 
by Mr. Hobhoui^e, that Ministers at home were not the in- 
ventors of this disgraceful project, yet it appearsi to be trtje 
even from his own account, that they have been the. rewar- 
ders of it : a pension of eight hundred pounds a year is' now 
paid to the quondam Secretary for his honourable services on 
this occasion I ! * ' ' 

I have been told,. bpt I. will pot answer for the cprrectqess 
of the informational t^^t.t&e.geatleman> who. thus. degraded 
the national representatioB at Constantinople^ is, the same 
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ideiiticlBl j[^erson Wtio how oilers himself a Candidate for th^ 
l^epr^s^htatioh of the county of Wilts in Parliament. On^this 
headi I (ionceiv& it right> that accar&te information should be 
given to the Electofs of Wilts, who, as they belong to a large 
Hgrickiltliral and mantifactiiring countjr, will perhaps not ap- 
;.bi'6ve of lEi tiait laid upon the national industry, to reward an 
ihdiividual for a project to destroy six or seven hundred thou- 
uthd of his fellow creatures, whose sole ofTencie was a stron- 
ger propensity to preserve christian peace and charity than 
appears to have been entertained by this professed christian 
himself. If it should prove true that the gentleman, who 
ttow aspires to the representation of Wiltshire, was actually 
the same person who represented the bloody Herod at Con- 
stantinople, that sense of national honour, which is so preva^- 
lent amon^ the Wiltshire freeholders, will, I presume, cause 
an extinguisher to be speedily put on his insulting hopes, 
tad there will be a final termination of the business at oncQ ; 
but if my information on thiil head should prove errone- 
6as, then indeed it may not be amiss to examine into this 
|>erson's pretensions. It appears even froni his own adver- 
tisement, that he does not ground these pretensions on the 
broad, the solid, the fundamental principle of Indepen* 
denc^. He seems to beai" an antipathy even to the word^ 
. fo^ it does not once occur throughout his whole advertise* 
xnent. It is therefore niatural to expect, that Wiltshire inde* 
pendience Will be ex^rt^d in mortal opposition to this Candi- 
mie. UtiitiH can I discover in this strange, this unparalleled 
llddr^si, the least intimation of a desire to restore our consti«> 
tUtioh tb its primitive eitcellence ; or of a wish to alleviate the 
disti:e$ses of the people by a just retrenchment of the public 
Expenditure in cases Where no honourable or equivalent ser- 
vice has been perf6i'med. — On what the^n does tnis presump- 
tuous Candidate found his pretensions ? It is on female par^ 
iialitt/ ! This is the circumstance which has made the genlle- 
mian the riepresentative of the house of Draycot, and which 
he further conceives a sufficient qualification for the import* 
innt trust that he now solicits from the Wiltshire Electors. 
Now whatis there in a lady's favour that ought, in the name 
of justice and of common sense, I put the question, to com-* 
tnand such a confidence i We are told by a great ?oet, that 

^^ It is not virtue, wisdom, vaioor, wit, 
Strength, comeliness of shape, or amplest merit. 
That woman's love can win, or long inherit; 
But what it is, hard is te say-^hardet te hit| 
Much like thy riddle, Sfa^isoB, is .one day 
Or seVn, though one diould musing sit" 
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Now ik mbn most decipher this riddle^ and ascertain what 
the qaalities are which gain a lady's affection, before he can 
pretend to say what are the real gromids of this gentleman's 
pretensions. One qualification may be gathered perhaps 
from an old proverb^ which says, "faint heart never won fair 
lady" — indeed it should seem that this candidate for female 
and Parliamentary choice was not much impeded by mod^* 
ty in either case. I have heard that this fair prize was 
likewise a very rich one — that many a dirty acre was entailed 
on the lady ; or, to use the French mode of expressing 
the thing, lui pendent au queue; but it would be an horrib^ 
grossness for any man to suppose that the representation of 
the' county luipendoit au queue aussi. It would be comparing 
, all the land in Wiltshire to a spot of dirt upon the fair maid's 
petticoat, and transferred with her s^eet person, for better or 
worse, to the arihs of her triumphant lover. Now this is an 
idea too insulting to be endured for a moment; and yet with- 
out harbouring some such notion, it is difficult to understand 
what is meant by the address abore alluded to. Some of my 
friends in fact, who are Wiltshire Electors, have declared 
. that to them it is totally incomprehensible. 

Before I conclude this letter permit me, Mr. Editor, once 
more to declare, it is not my intention positively to assert 
that the man — I almost scruple to apply that dignified appel- 
lative to one, who, dead to every feeling of common humani- 
ty, threatened, but feared to execute, the herodian project of 
indiscriminate slaughter upon unoffending innocence in a city 
far greater than Jerusalem. — I do not mean to assert that this 
being is the same identical individual who offers himself in 
-your paper a Candidate for the countyl'pf Wilts.; no, Si^, I 
only mean to suggest inquiry on that important point : — ^per- 
baps the result of such inquiry may prove, that one is the 
father, and the other is the son; in which case I trust the 
friends of freedom in Wilts, who there, as elsewhere) are al- 
ways the friends of justice, will not visit the sins of the parent 
upon the offspring — and by the same rule of reason and equi- 
' ly they will not, I apprehend, suffer the virtues of a man's 
ancestors, or his wife's ancestors, be they what they may, to 
have a feather's weight in the balaiice when placed in com- 
petition with those real qualifications, which render a repre- 
sentative tfuly independent, a^d worthy to be entrusted with 
the care of the public purse, as well as the constitutional 
right; will hot, I am confident, depend for matters of such 
great ii;npOrtance on the *' shadow ot a name" — nomuns umbra 
UulCortim Pignus ^— -I remain, Sec. 
Buckinghamshire, Mar. 10. ' TIMOTHY TRUEMAN. 



14 - 

Sir, 

An attack upon mj character having speared in your 
paper, in the shape of a letter, addressed to the Wiltshire 
Electors, and signed Timothy Trueman ; I sball, out, of rp- 
vpect to the independent freeholders of that gre^t cpunty, 
answer this unfounded aspersion. — I consider that the private 
character, as well as the public conduct of any person ao^bi^' 
tious of representing the county of Wilts, ougnt ]to he such 
as will bear the strictest investigation: I therefore challenge' 
inquiry, and I defy malignant slander. — ^The accusation 
alleged against my public conduct appears to have be^n 
founded upon an extract from Mr. Hobhwse's ,wotk« It is 
my duty m^st positively to declare that Mr. Hobhouse's 
statement, as extracted in your paper, contains not one word 
t>f truth. — I am " the Man** who was employed in arduous 
negociations with the Porte; and I received in coai&equenoe 
of the success attending those negocitations the highesthonour 
whith can be conferred on .a British subjects— /Ac , oji^ 
tiotification of his Sovereign's apprqbation of his conduct, 
and which his Majesty, at a subsequent period, was graciously 
l^leased (personally) to repeat to me. Unsolicitec), I was ap- 
'pomted also to aii office 6f trust, as a reward for my services, 
•by the present Lord Grey; and I w«s honourably mentioned 
in patliament by the late Mr. Fox, at a. period wh^^ii^y 
family^ were the mo(t decided political opponents cftlique 
/ministers. The negotiations in which I, was enj;^ged wefe 
'for the purpose of f>reventinjg the war the Russians were 
^desirous <>f entering into against the . Porte; and the result 
of the service of the Britisn embassy was the arresting the 
devastation of the two provinces of Moldavia and Wallach^i. 
'I was not the projector of the Dardanelles ej^pedition, .npr 
^was r engaged in directing,'in any way, the execution pjf it* 
The three ships which were advanced to Constantinople 
were, by the Porte, admitted to anchor under the waljs of the 
Sa'aglio without the slighest moiestdtion. They suffered i^o 
foss whatever. Not a shot was fired at them. The intrigMc 
-of ifae French minister, together with the rapid military ^suc- 
cess attendant upon Buonaparte's arms, precluded the^ps^ 
sibility of the continuation of peace between. tb^RM9S|^* 
undine Porte. The fleet under the walls pf the Si^r^Uo 
sar^ by its preai^Ace the lives .of thousgiyis. of /British^ s^.b- 
Tects,aijd enabled the Brithsh epabassy tq plaQe.i^.9»fipty,9n 
board those ships the persons of the Iiy^$Jl^t^b^^^9f 



atiid suite. The fleet sent to the Dardanelles tras hot for the 
pupbse of deistrojikig Constantidople^ but had for its object 
the obtaining possession of the fleets arsenal, antf nayal stores 
belobgibg to the Sublime Porte. The fleet did not com- 
mence any opei*ations for that purpose Until repeated 'acts- of 
hosdlity h£^d been' had recburse to on the part of the Turks^ 

Should this statement chance to meet tne eye of any Bri-* 
tish subject resident at Cotistantinople during the period of 
these transactions, he will do me the justice to acknowledge 
that my most anxious solicitude was engaged in placing in a 
state of safety every soul of them. He must know that the 
It^esand pfopertk^of all, without oineexcieption, were.piflced 
in a state of security. Although entitled to a pension I de- 
clined receiving it, and I now possitiveFy declare that / never 
received iiot^ p^mi&it §jt6ki «fny govefiioieEit. As to the ob- 
servation made by T. Trueman, the best pretensions to 
honourable female partiality are not incompatible with some 
of the qualifications necessary i6 constitute a worthy Repre- 
sentative of the county of Wilts— tectitude of conduct. 
Had ^' the shadow of a natbe*^ been sou'gbt by me an die 
means of presenting myself before the independent electors 
of Wilts, 1 might have referred to my own Mood; but I con* 
sidered that the truly indepehd'ent course adopted itt Fartia^' 
ment by the members of the House of Draycot suieh its I 
should desire to follo\^, and which would now, as it has done 
befdre, meet with the approbation of the electors of the 
county of Wilts. 

A strict independent course of public conduct in Parim** 
ment for six yeiars, makes it unnecessary for me to sound at 
every opportunity the word ** indepetidence/* whilit it enables 
lue to call upon the electors to judge of my character by the 
test of my public conduct during that period. 

I am. Sir, your most obedient servant, 

W. LONG WELLESLEY. 
Dretjteoi Hmsei March 19> 1818. 

P. S; I how daH upM *^ TisroTHY Tbvbman'' to come 
fo^wdrd and itatie his realmtne^ and to oifer nean i^ology 
for giving puUifOtty tb sueh uafoutided asperitons on m^ 

t^^tihePreehMrsqf'iheC^ 
mtx ^m»fm^9^t\tii tike tost wasdk^ fans %^u cfaitfly confined 
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to the popttlouB districts of the large manufs^ctaring tomm 
ofWestbury, Trowbridge, and Bradford. My sacceas has 
far exceeded my most sanguine expectations. 

. I cannot refrain from repeating my expressions of grati- 
tude to my numerous friends, and must request them t<» 
continue their exertions; which will, I trust, produce a 
speedy termination of their labours. 

^ I sbs^U not relax in my endeavours to wait on every free- 
holder as soon as possible. — And I have the honour to 
remain, Gentlemen, 

Your very faithful and obedient servant, 

Pj/thousey March 21, 1818. JOHN BENETT, 



Tothe Freeholders of the County of Wilts. 

Gentlemen, 

The result of-^ny late canvass^ has very far exceeded my 
most sanguine expectations. My reception among you has 
been indeed most flattering ; and could 1 be insensible to 
the personal kindness which has been so strongly manifested 
towards me, I should ill deserve the distinguished support 
with which I have been honoured. 

Though the general zeal to serve me makes it impossible 
to particularise any individual district, yet common gratt- 
tuae calls forth my best acknowledgmepts to those gentle** 
men who have so generously stepped forward, in various 
parts, of the county, with offers of sending up their less opu- 
lent neighbours, free of all expenses, on the day of election. 

At the ssme time, however, that I most thankfully accept 
these offers (not less valuable for the independent feeling 
which they evince, than for the powerful support whic^ 
they afford,) I think it incumbent upon me thus , unequivq^ 
cally to declare, though I may profit by them on some oo* 
casions in common with another candidate, that 1 stand en* 
tirely free of any understanding whatever ^with him, and that 
no consideration should induce me to accept assistapcQ on 
the terms of entering into coalition, or taking any p{|rt| ^i-r 
rectly or indirectly, with any other gentleman^ 

I beg to assure those who may in the hurry of my q^yas% 
have been omitted, that it has been my endeavour to apply 
either by letter or personally to every freeholder, md I trust 
they will accept my apologies for having, through ignorance 
of their residences, Unintentionally wegl^cted to jmy them 
that retpect iK^hicfa tbe^ have a rijbt to X¥^9m mm tb^ir 
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]iepreseQtativ<s^-^Mo0t «fitfQ68t]y> Iberefof^^ x4qu«Blmg the 
favour of their support 

With every sentiineiit of gratitude, 

I have the honour to refBiaii<> GenileMQ^ 
Your graitefal and devoted •dwaol^ 

PAUL METHUBN. 

iS, tipper GmvenorsU March ^^ ISIS- 



To tkePreekoid^rsqftke Cdmfy of Jf^tltif. 

GSNTLEMBN^ 

I HAVE the honour to ioform you, that the promises .of 
support vrhich have been given tome during the wepk bavfe 
t)een as numerous and as &ttering as at anjf (pvxp^r period 
of my canvass. 

If I have omitted, to wait on any freeholders residing in 
ihe places whtcli I have already visfted; I beg to assure tnem 
that the omission has nor been' inreniionaly and that I will 
'rettirnf to those places as' soon a* inj engartgi^rt-eftis t^lt per- 
xni^ for the purpose of paying my- personal respects. t;o &v&^y 
ind^YidoaU 

I hare the hoiibu* tty i^«*aiit, SwrtfttMiitt, 
. . Your veiy faithful and obedient servan f, 

JOHN BfiW^Tt: 
Devizesj March 28, 1818. 



To the Editor of the Sdluhury and Winckemer 
Jmrmd. 

OB's^EirriNO iff your paper of the dS* instant, it fetter 
^orfginffBy crrcdatcfd ii4 the Reading Merctrry) which I con- 
ceive to wtk falf^e ds wefit as mfalidous attadc on the character 
of Mr. WlHiani Long Wellesley, 1 think it but Justice to the 
itidlvidiistl attax^ked to say^ that the author is wrong astotbre 
ntfmber of ships said to be brought before Constantinople in 
the first instance ; 9s there waK only oue frig;ate for consi- 
derabfy more ttian twomotith^, except the (iahopos (a ship 
bPthe^ line) for a short neriod, which fvigat^ remained in the 
ISartJouT till the £9th or January, 1807. I Assure yoti there 
war not a stiot passred between the batteries aad those 
ships until a considerable time after the above date. 
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From Ki V l>eiog at, and m the neigli^ourfaood of Coustantf!^ 
nople, at that critical period, for mor« than three niontbsi I 
had daily opportuiuties of conversing with the gentlemen 
compoBtrig th^ British factory at that place ; and their opinion 
was, that the ambassador and Mr. Wellesle^ (then Mr. Pole) 
acted with the greatest energy and humanity, in rescuing, 
not only the British subjects, but likewise those of Russia, 
from the well-known power of the Turks. 

I beg to say that I am in no way interested as to the result 
of the Wiltshire Election, neither have I seen Mr- Wellesley 
since bis departure from the fieet^ pevious tq the forcing the 
passage of the Dardanelles (which, if my memory does not 
.deceive me, he did); consequently he could not nave been 
iwesent at the negbciations subsequent to that event. 

My only ttiotive for addressing you is, to endeavour, tp 
rescue the character of the above gentleman from so* malign 
nant au attack* I remain, Sir, 8cc. 

PMon, March «3, 181Q. CHARLES THOMPSON. 



. leS* 1^ Printeis of Th£ ^aUabmry atid WineUtUr Jimrttal will not ineevt 
any anonymous letters, or notices with fictitious signatures, respecting; tbe 
ensuing election for Wiltshire, which in their judgment may, In the slightest 
degree, reflect on private chfuraeters } nor unless the names of the auttots 
are communicated to them, ^nl^ect to this restriction their press will be opea 
fc^ adyertisements to all the candidates' and their friends. 

K. B. Tbe letter from Hungerford ie net published at present, the signa- 
ture beh^ Buraosed to be fictitious, and the name of the author net cemmu^ 
oieated to the Friiiters. 



To W. Lm^ Wellesley, Esq. 

Whi|.st you continued in the station of a private indivi- 
dual, or the member of an obscure borough, it might , have 
been thought intpertinent for any person unconnected wi^^ 
yoy to have interfered in your private conci^rns. Wi^l| 
whatever feelings of regret we might liave coritemplated tb^ 
improvident waste of an immense property ; however we 
^^gbt have lamented in silence the misapplication of your 
talents; the injury sustained by yourself, your family) and 
the public; but paving avowed your intention of offering 
yourself a^ a Candidate to represent this C04intjr in Parliai- 
inent, and as you say in your letter to the editor of tli^ 
I^eading Mercury, '* You consider *thp .private character as 
well as public conduct of any person ambitious of represent^- 
ing tl»c county of Wilts, oughtto be such as will bear the 



19 

strictest ftivestigatiou f it becoinf s the right— nay, the duty 
of €V«ry elector to examine into your conduct, to ascertain 
bow far you are cjualified or fit to fill that important station 
to which you as{>ire. 

You ground your pretensions to that honour from- V^nr 
dfiaiicewitb the Drayoot family. It is true, severdf de- 
seendants of that ancient and respectable family baVe repre- 
sented this county in many succeeding I\irliameii'ts/ but it 
was not altogether from their bearing the name of Long, o» 
enjoying 4be' Dcaycot estate, that they arrived at that honour ; 
but ffom their «oiiQd principles and exemplary conduct; 
They resided at l>raycot^ were acting magistrates, attended 
the assizes, sessions, and public meetings of the county ; 
they lived in a truly hospitable manner, and diffused happi- 
tiess to all soround themi Ask yourself, Sir, if the scene has 
W>t been changed since you liave become the owner of the 
family possessions. You succeeded to the united fortunes 
of the Long and Tylney families, increased and accumulated 
by a long ounority — ^a fortune very superior to what had 
been enjoyed by any individual of that house before. With 
this wealth you might have lived in a splendour, unknown to 
itny of your predecessors, and proved an ornament and bless- 
ing to the country. Your lady, no doubt^ had a pavtiality 
for the place of her nativity, and we might readily conceive 
would gladly have resided, sometimes, at Draycot. Had the 
splendid palace of Wanstead allured you^ you might hftve 
resided at either house alternately. — Lady Catherine, no doubt; 
vwould have complied with your wishes, and have resigned 
the situation to you ; you might then have become known 
^nd jrespected in the county and the kingdom, not only as a 
member of the Long family, but as a relative of that .hero, 
whose name is famed and adored, not only through Britain, 
but through Europe, and the civilized world. Thus con- 
jiiected and allied, had you acted with moderate prudence, 
you might have offered younself to the county as a candidate, 
aod have been chosen by acclamation; but now, should you 
pursue your plan, it must be attended at all events with a 
contest, and may probably end in defeat and mortification. 

iBul how have you aeted i Inscead of pursuing the line I 
have chalked^nt of residing in the county; and making your- 
self known to the body of people you now call on for their 
suffrages, you are a airaog^r to allexcept a few individuals, 
besides your tenants and dependanta. Whenever you have 
visited your estates^ you have rode through, the countrjr like 
iui axi'ant courier^ and returned with equal speed* Your only 
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^bj^t dfCQiftto ht Vq ftti'ip the >60iinty of itis ricbesv Ad IftTbfa 
^ away in. idle ^xpemes elsewhere l-^The source from whioh 
Ihe charky ami bpspit^lity of Praycot used to be sapplied^ 
18 dried up^ and the ^' poor and rich alike" *afe sent empty 
HWMfl 

I have not the honour of being personally acqoatnled witli 
you, but having had some knowledge of youT lady's ances# 
tors, and a great veneration for your noble relations; and 
knowing a^ I do, the temper and disposition of tb^ frea^^ 
holders of this county ; I give you the same advice as I 
would my brother or nearest friend*— Retire, Retreoch, Re* 
form ! Let the noble Duke inhabit your princely palacei tiH 
the gratitude of bis country can furnish him withanothtf; 
and if you have any desire of the honour of representing this 
greaty wealthy, and respectable coupty, come and dwell 
amongst ms! Let Draycot or Seagry be your ncsidenoc^ 
wbieherer may best suit your circumstances. Become what 
tJiy Lord Sidjtuouth justly calls one of tlie pillars of society ,-r^ 
an acting magistrate. And let me remark there is no pari 
0f the coutity where an acting magistrate is more wanted. 
Hqy^ is a great vacancy without such a character. If yoa 
are ever our representative, the county will expect you will 
in fK>me ineasti re supply that vacancy* And above all, ro> 
member, that tlie I'reeholders of this county have always 
W^TD^ particalar in the choice of a representative. They have 
alvrays expeoted Urn to be a man of independeni printipie^ 
Qfmkependent forlunt^ of good moral character^ a Jifm stm^ 
pori&r of the. lam and comtUtdiou of the kingdom^ and am 
IS resident and acting magistrate of the cousdy. 
' :Ask your oonfidential friends whether this be fiot the 
joase; and then ask yourself, if you will, whether you aa^ 
»m& the deacriptlon or not. Ihe great expense of eleo- 
•tions^ are lawyers' and pubTicaas' bilU; tbey are both more 
thaa4oubie what they formerly were: avoid ifaem then «t 
ipresent in toio, A contest for the county even if you 
ahookl succeed, will probably ruin your already injarod 
fortUBC ^ and if you obtain it by opposition now, you may 
haire another opposition to face on a future occasion* 

Let me then, again advifie you to retire into the coun- 
-try, there repair your iojured fortune, study the history, laws 
mi politioa of the kingdom, and tlie agriealture, maaufeo- 
•toresand interests of the county; and then apon a future 
vacancy you may offer youdr services to the county, and be 
gladly aooepted ; but in any futuve addr^s, do not isay that 
you are not gORrero^d »o much 4>y aay p<ditieal motives, as 
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^y the fiinbition of restoring to the Hou^e of Draycot an 
honour which has been frequeotly conferred on that family, 
bat let the interests and welfare of the kingdom in general, 
and of this county in particular^ be your primary object, 
— that of conferring an honour on the Draycoi family a 
secondary one. 

I am, Your's, 

AN INDEPENDENT FREEHOLDER. 



To the Freeholders qf the County of Wilts. 

Gentlkmen, 
To reflect and to anticipate, is natural to man as a rational 
and inteiligpnt being. The events of yesterday, and the 
prospects of to-morrow, have such a powerful influence upon 
the transactions of tcMlay, that they constantly insinuate 
themselves into our habits of thinking, form the best criterion 
for judging of men and things, and establish an unerring 
directory for our conddct* Experience is a monitor whose 
lessons are never attended to but with advantage ; and whe-ie 
the power of giving them efTect rests entirely with ourselves^ 
should our intentions be frustrated, or our expectations be 
but partially realised, or totally disappointed ; we most refer 
the failure to the want of that care and caution which .sboaid 
have possessed our minds and regulated our oonduot, While 
professing to listen to the monitions of an instructor so wise, 
so faithful, so disinterested 1 Seasonable at all times, there 
are some occasions which present themselves, on which the 
exercise of this duty is not only essentiaily necessary, but is 
rendered paramount to every other. With you, ge.ntlemeo, 
ihat time has arrived. The certain and speedy dissolution 
of Parliament will again call you to the exercise of your 
elective franchise; will -again bring your representatives 
before you, and will thus enable you to make them sensible of 
3'oar opinions concerning the way in which they have dis* 
charged the trust you had delegated to them. Six ytars 
ago, gentlemen, you returned R. Long, sad. P. Methiiten, 
Esqrs. as your Representatives in Parliament ; you confided 
to them the honour and the interests of your country ia 
general, and of the coanty of Wilts in particular: Ihey.are 
shortly to surrender that trjist, and it is your busiaess to call 
upo^ them for an account of their stewardship* K the^ have 
Veen found faithful, tbey will receive the meed of your 
;tpprobation ; and should they desire it, woaid no doubt be 
returned by you to the same exalted station. 
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which acUng is 6xckdcd> and wherty if ever mm ghould Ap- 
pear in his real character; if you find him as veriatile in sen- 
timent as he formerly attempted to be ia talent; if yott- 
should find that he has no fixed principle, has laid down for 
himself no settled rule of conduct ; that his variations, if not 
attributable to the wind, had no other apparentsltmn/trf; that 
if so far from rendering bif county respectablci he first. made 
i-t eontemptible by the ebuUitions of his ignorance, and ridih 
culoss by the mode of its display ; that he never proposed s 
motion which he did not withdraw, nor seconded one whick 
he did not afterwards disavow; if you find that when bf» 
services were required by his constituents, he refused them { 
the vaniii/ of the man may prevent your beio^ surprised at? 
bis again requesting you to return him to paniament; b^ut 
nothing can absolve him from the insult offered to yoar un«» 
derstanding by telling you ** that his conduct is before yon,'^ 
~ indirectly requiring your approval! What can he suppose 
you are made of? 8t. Vitus hiinself never displayed acouvse^ 
more irregular ! Perhaps be imagines (as he tnuit do) that*' 
you have been influenced by the splendour of his example,- 
and are now coinposed of materials like himself! Probably 
that you are indififerent to his proceedings ; or, what is indeed'' 
the tjruth-*--be never contemplated the resignation of Mr. 
Long, and therefore never imagined he would be called to* 
account for them. But is this really Mr. Paul MetbueUithd 
member for Wilts ? Let us see, gentlemen*. His fir^ at- 
tempt at business and popularity was a motion, to revive the^ 
obsolete story of the Princess of Wales, by impo^ninrthe 
character of the Resent or his ministers. Herehe blutiderecF 
on the very threshold ; took ^lotbing by 'his motion^ ence^tS 
quietly submitting to be reproved for his temerity, an<i^ 
laughed at for his folly « You next find him- (for he b^ 
changed sides) seconding the address to the Regent^ oiv 
the opening the session ; and immediately afterwards^ he^ 
is seen in the ranks of the Opposition^ where be hasisiMe 
remained— remained, however, without notiice; .fol^'sacfr 
a changeling can confer no weighc by ibe addition of hw 
name to any party ; and his talents wefe never of adi^ctip**' 
tion to awaken fear. From that time, however, gentlemen; 
yoar county has not been represented in Parliao^at. You^ 
may fi& well send no members to the House of Commons ilsi 
tasend two men who pursue a diametrically o^poiitelide of 
conduct* The ''-/fye" of the one is rendered com-ptetely^ 
nogatory by the ^* Nc^' of the other; and your sending Mr.- 
Methuea to Parliament ii> act in c^icerir wkh Mr* Longi' 
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was hy the political tergiversation of the forlner teff&Uy fra«- 
trated. You yoked tliem together, but the young one w^ 
no sooner at freedom to use nislegs^ then h^ began to caper; 
not content with now and then ^' slipping over trace," and 
>afninn^ first to one side of tbfe road and then the.other^ be 
broke them entirely) and with the aid of the party was faeftened 
to the tail of your caravan, and while old dobbin was prilling 
•at the head, he was eiterting all bis powers in a quite oppo- 
site dire€tioni«-^Thi» was not your intention, gentlemen^ in 
Ending him to tlie House of Commons; yoilr county de- 
serves two efficient numbers; you meant timt it should have 
them, but it will not have 'them should Mr. Methuen be 
•elected by you on the ensuing Election, unless he should 
change again; but even then you h^ve no security against 
bis reverting to hk former praetices. — ^His true he has done 
but little mischief, he had not the means; 'Vthe spirit was 
'^ilUng^ but the flesh Wfs weak.'' It was fimu no wmt of 
iiiclin^tion, however, l^nd had he been a man of as much c<n^ 
ftequenoie in theey^ of ^thecs, as be was. in his own,'hJ3 car 
reef would have been differently distinguished. He is a.sprt 
of ordei^y man in the hduse; for excepting in cries of ** Order, 
OrdeV' or ^* Hear, Hear!" to which all his labouiis ana |M(W 
con6ned,'you would not know, gentlemen, that {there is t 
representative for the county of Wilts in Parliament ! Nu» 
merioiaily he is soniething ; his name makes one on a divisipni 
ft mere ank, end that is the only time that tbe pArQr look to* 
wafrds him, just as we do to a weathereock, to observe the 
i^ualrter from whence the wind blows. Bven^p the wish^ 
and interests of hisconstitnents he has shown ania^ked dift. 
reMrd.*-^When invited by someof theimostre0p«ctaM<^ iand« 
holders and farmers in the coqaiy to lend bis a^sistimc^ in 
promoting iin object essentidly to thmt kfi^^BX .aud tb^t of 
tbe community at large, be replied totheir refijie^t by sajring ^ 
'^ the roads were badV* Nor did he attend to the application ! 
Roads bad indeed! Had be no carrta^? Were there no 
we^tcotfuti-y coaches F Were the roads worse for him than 
for other people i Was his^fortuoa so seduced that he could 
hot^pay for a ride, or was he<more tender of the four-footed 
oompanions of his former travels than of the welfare of bis 
coBstiiuehts ? 

Gentlemen, I said that he had done but Mle mischief, but 
if yon »hould re-elect him, you will do a greeA deall Yon 
will by this sanction his conduct, and send it forth to the 
world that the county of WilU is of opinion that comuUncji 
forms no part of the representative character; and that the 
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lAost trifling causes arc sufircient to wafjrtifit a dercfliciiioQ of 
duty. I thinii, however, tbat yoii wiH not very soon, forget 
the ^^badroaA;'* they may probably be so bad at the timQ of 
the election toat his friends may forget to poll for him io any 
other way than by proxy! Suchy geDtlemen, is one of tbie 
Candidates for yotir representation; you will find a T^y dif- 
ferent one in 

John Beneii of Pjfthouse. Tbf9 gentleman is well known 
to you all/ and your interests are perfeictl^ known by him. 
4}is life has been laudably spent in improvmg the system of 
agricultnrey in fertilizing the soil which gave us birth. He 
is a man of superior talents, of learning and. sciencei steadily 
attached to the government and constitution of his country, 
of an independent fortune^ and of a mind more independent. 
A/ man more deserving of a deat in the House of Commons 
than Mr. Benett never entered its doors, and you will act 
Wisely in returning him. On all questions of a local nature 
yon will find Mr. Benett the man of your desireS| no maa 
more capable of fulfilling them^ no man will find a gr^at^^ 
pleasure in doing it. , * ; 

Were England the only country on the face of- the earthy 
had the work of creation been limited tp' its shores, then a 
thorough knowledge of its soil, 6t the nature of its produce, 
and a competent acquaintance with local circumstances, would 
have beefi amply sufficient to qualify a man for a s^t in the 
council of the nation. As England forms, however, only a 
small, though a most imporiant and powerful part of the 
world, a thorough knowledge of h^L relations with otbec 
states is essentially necessary in oae who. aims at a^jieat 
amonfi;st the legislates of his ^country. IMtr. Qknett^s pur- 
suits have been of a diffilrenHnadr^ pyr^tends i»o^Xq tbis^ 
his business has been at home^ but, geolleineni your ^^e- 
sentation will even in this resipect^ feeJ no deficieocy, if #ttl> 
himyou elect 

frm. Long tVelleik^. To a long line of honourable ances- 
try; to a family po^sessing'weight and influence; to a prince^ 
ly fortune, he adds a mind too indepeudeat to aoeept; 
of even k merUed reward ; too upright to jsuffer the ties of 
blood to sway his judgm^t, or the blandiabmeots of muk 
or power (so alluring to a youthful mind) to int^pose'be-/ 
tween him and the conscientious discharge of his pubiiqdiily. 
Of distinguished ability, and iadefi^gaUe in his application,, 
a man of business from the beginning, you find him early 9e- 
lected atid sent on a most important misatoo to a foreign 
power ; you' see him discharging the perilous duty with ala- 
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crityy zeal and sympathy ; retumed, he receives the marked 
appr(4>«tioa of the best of sovereigns, the thanks of the re>- 
pmentatives of a grateful people ! In the senates you find 
^171 no partisan^ no changeling, faithfully attached to the 
lavs and the government of his cotintry,' bold, in avowing 
his seiitimenta. Such a man may with a good grace telithe 
wocld that his ^' conduct is before" them ; he may sbbmit it 
ta the eye without dread or shame, and as he has been with 
others, gentlemen, so will he be with you; 

fiut it has been saidy in answer to the pretensions of Mr^i 
Wellesley, that be is not a naitoe of Wilts. *' A native of 
Wilts f'- Gentlemen, he is an iLnsBsthmmt -, and shalUhat 
name which is a p«s&portto the end of the earth, be refused 
admission among you i Shall it be held sacred wherever the . 
sun shines, and shall, it lose all its charms amongst ^oti .^ If 
so your patriotism, though, like the sun, it may warm your- 
selves and cheer others, it seems, alas ! to follow the course 
of t^at luminary, and declines in its progress to the west! 
*' A native,«-not a native !" Are half the members of' the 
House of Commons natioes of the places they represent ?, Is 
Mi>^ Wellesley's a Aew case} . Is it an extraordinary one ? 
Heard ye never of Princes ascending thrones who were na- 
tives of other countries f To have disputed their right would 
have been treason against them*; to dispute on the score of 
nathiiy the right of Mr. Wellesley to appear amongst yoU, 
to stand for your county,* is treason agaitist yourselves.. His • 
nativiij/ is the only objection ; a proud thing for him that it 
IS so I Gould any thing else have been urged against him, it 
would have been done; and as for thhf the precedents are' 
too ancient, too numerous, too commanding, to affect him in 
the minds of the least accustomed to reflection. Does the 
city of Salisbury send natioes to Parliament ? Do you think ' 
thatxit is because there is no wisdom, no zeal, no loyalty in 
S^tlabury, that its corporation go to Longford and the Moat 
^r a supply? Does the independetd borough of Wilton send 
natives to Parliament f Does Downton good^aw f Does one 
pla^ in a hunoled ? Why then object to Mr. Wellesley on 
this ground? Carry your native representative system into 
practice, and the Speaker of the House of Cominons would 
have to announce two buck rabbits as the members for 
thai truly ancient, in^ependeni, pppulpus and rjespectable 
boiroughf '' Not a native.?'' «vhy, gentlemen, you who are 
farmers, do not object to sow your grounds with^ wfaeat^ 
because it comes from Xalayei^ai neither do you refuse your 
flocks the nutritious turnip, because it happens to be a Swede- 
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land; nor 80 you •bntyour windows against the Buo, «<>r 
grumble at its brUIian^y, though his ray9 are five^ aeatiened! 
oil the mornitaias-of ladiaj, and render trmisluceiit the waters* 
of the Atlantic; 

Gentlemen, the country knows no local distinctions 
amongst its members; ^* whoei;ier's good and virtuous is a 
Homati.*' You have associated in your fleets, your araues, 
your courts of law, your houses of legislation^ in your 0e>- 
yernment. Englishmen, Irishmen, Scotnqften. You will nnil 
in-the various departments of the state, men of. almost every 
clime, an4 do not you be the first to call what bos been uni- 
versally practised, and found universally beneficial^ an evil : 
prove that you think with all mankind, and return Mr. Wei* 
iesley as your Representative. 

TITUS TRUEMAN. 



To the Freeholders cf the County of WUts. 

Gantlembn, 
I R^NBw my thanks for the additional promises of your 
support which I receive every day in my prpgress through 
the county. 

I cannot witness without grateful emotion the spontaneous 
kindness of those gen|ieraea who have resolved, in their 
several districts, that my friends shpuld attend the poll in 
my support without e^Kpeiise to me. While it evinces the 
confidence wjhich they are pleased to repose in me^ it affords 
adeoi^ive proof gf their zealous regard tf> the independence ' 
of the county. 
: Tbal;i independence, has ever been dear to the freeholders 
of Wiltshire, and I doubt not that they will assert it at every, 
opportunity. Should I by youj exertjions attain the gf eat 
object of ipy ambition, the glory of mj; success can|oniy ari^e 
fi^^im the consideration, th^t I shall b^ wholly indebted for 
it toypur fr^ and unbiassed suffrages. 

Gentlemen, I have the .honpur to be, 
' . X Your inost obliged and devpted servant, 

Fpkome^ 4ptUk^ 1818. J. BBKETT. 



To^ ike Printer of the JSaUOn^ry. and WmdwUxt 
. / Jownai. 

r THUtv it necessary to inforar th^ pubHc, through the 
medium of yotir newspaper, that sevenu^ gentlemen of tfae^ 



'Haadted of (BraDch and Doyle^ anxious to taaint^ia the in- 
dependence of the county and the freedom of election, have- 
aptborised* and de&ired nie to state th^t they have agreed to 
convey the voterb in the interest of John Benett^ £$q. to the 
hustings at the ensuing election^ at their expense. 

I aoiy Sifi 
Your most obedien^t servant, 

Maddingloff, Jprit 1, 1818. J. ROLES. ' 



To the Printer of the SaUshiry and Winchester 

Journ^. 

Sir, 
I BEG to inform you that several gentlemen of Downton,* 
with due regard to the indiependence of the county, have 
agreed to convey the voters in this, district, in the interest of 
Mr. Benett, to the poll at Wilton, free of any expense to 
that gentleman. 

r aifi. Sir,, your obedient servant, 

Downton^ April 3^ 1818. JOHN BAILEY. 



To the Gentlemen^ Clergy^ Yeomen^ and Freeholders 
in general, of the County of Wilts. 

Gentlemen, 

When I had tiie honour first to present myself to your 
notice as a Candidate for the representation in rarliament of 
your independent county, I judged it to be the least assuming 
course to refer in no way to the public transactions which 
had been entrusted to my care. 

I considered thai coming before you as a couQtry gentle- 
man^ attached by ties of alliance to a family well known and 
equally respected in this county, possessing therein increasing 
interest, as well as, I trust, a fair and independent character, 
to be q^ualificatiohs which the men of the oouiitj of WHts 
would not reject. 

The malevolence of slandei' has brouj^t uoder your con- 
sideration my public conduci. The justice Hone iny charac- 
ter by, to me, an entirely ainknown spectator of ^veufe in 
wifaich i was oigaged, proved the horrible maeutatioii alleged 
agfttsst me, of iabumanity and bloodshed^ to be totally false* 
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— My private character it has also attempted to bring into 
disrepute*' 

I am an Englishnfian born aDdeducatedy*-^notaa Irishman ; 
I am not heir to a se)ftt in the uppeir hooae ia ParKamenty — 
I am no plaoe-man,.nor pensioner; — my pablic character has 
been uniformly governed by a strict but moderate line of pure 
independence. I have never laid myself under obligation to 
any man^ but I trust I shall soqn have it in m^' power U> 
feef sensible of the obligation which can be most gratifying 
to an independent mind^ that of having confided to its care 
tlie interests in Parliament of this great county. 

I liave the honour to be. Gentlemen, ' 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

W. LONG WELLESLEY. 
Salisbury f April 3^ 1818. 

P. S. As totb^ idle insinuation of my having endeavoured 
to use Treasury influence during my canvass, and of having 
tlireatened officers of the revenue with the displeasure of that 
board, I positively assert that I never used anv threat, nor 
attempted to obtain a single vote by means of the Treasury* 



To the Printers of the Salisbury and Winchester 
Journal. 
Gentlemen, 

A REPEATED attack on my character, signed T. Trueman^ 
has appeared in the Reading Mercury of last week. The 
letter is of too great length to be inserted in your paper, 
1 therefore beg the favour of you to find in your columns a 
place for the twp following letters only. 
I am, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

W. LONG WELLESLEY. 
Salisbury^ Jpril 2, 1818. 



An Answer to Timothy Trueman's Reply to Mr. Long 

Wellesley. 

To the Freeholders qfthe County of Wilts. 
Gentlemen, 
I SHOULD be unworthy of coming before you as a Candidate 
for the honour of represeiiting in Parlianlient your indepen- 
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d^nt eounty, were I to condescend (until T. Trueman chooses 
to avow his real name) to do more than thus publicly de- 
clare he is the propagator of falsehoods: — I now for ever 
take leave of T. Trueman, 

And havJs the honour to be, Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient servant, 

W, tONO WELLESLEY. 
Salisbury, March 31, 1818. 



To Charles Thmfsm^ Esq. Pentan. 
Sir, 
PfiRiiiT me to have the honour of returning you my best 
thanks and warmest acknowledgments for the justice yon 
have done my character. 

^ The disinterested man who defends by truth, false asser- 
tions alleged against a public servant, becomes a valuable 
ornament to society. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your inost obedient humble servant, 

W. LONG WELLESLEY. 
Sdiisburjh JprilS, 1818. 



The professional gentlemen, and all tradesmen and others, 
who are engaged for Mr. Long Wellesley in his present 
canvass, are requested to send in their accounts to the ^tfa 
of March last ; and in future to the Soth of every success" 
sive month, to Mr^ George Butt, solicitor, Salisbury, that 
the same^nay be regularly discharged. 

Salisburt/^ April 3, 1818. 



WILTSHIRE ELECTION. 

To the Priniers of the Salisbury and Winchester 
JoumaL 

Gentlemen, 
Th BR s having appeared in print a reflection on the con* 
duct of Mr. Long Well^Bley, as a landlord ; we, his tenaoU 
in the county of Porset,. whose names are hereunto affixed, 
beg, in the: strongest termis,. to. make it publicly known, that 
we have uniformly expejieuced from that gentleman the 
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kindest mid oiost liberal treatiaetit,— suah aa will ever nnipBi 
M to him by the strongest ties of gratitude ; and such as 
will always make us proud to acknowledge ourselves. 

His dutiful, respectful, and very obliged servants^ 

^ J. 6. Batsioa. Robert Jollifie. 

Sam. Boswell. Robert Purchase. 

Tlioe. Collier^ Richard Pearse. 

Admktofi, April S, 1 8 1 8. 



To the Editor of ^ ScUkshury Gc^jette. 
Sir, 
Sbbjng in your paper of Thursday last, an address to the 
freeholders of the county of Wilts, signed "Titus Trueman,*' 
I cannot. as a ^brother freeholder,, withhold a remark or two 
on the object and origin of that curious composition.— The 
object is dearly to effect a coalition between Mr. Benett and 
Mr. L. Wellesley, and to turn out Mr. Methuen. The ori- 
gin of it bears evident marks of Treasury influence, though 
the materials are of the most clumsy and inexperienced ma* 
l^uifacture. It is not my intention, nor indeed is there occasion 
to notice the innocent attack on Mr..Methuen's youthful ee- 
centricities, with which he may be fairly jeered, though I sus- 
pect not effectually charged, hs the wilder his former charac- 
ier> the more gratifying it must be to see tba( all the power 
of Mr. Trueman is now in vain exerted to find a vulnerable 
' part on the .gr<iunds of private life to direct the shaft of his 
weak, though xQ^levolent; displeasure. I have somewhere 
met with a distinqlion hetwiE^a argun^t and assertion: — 
Argument is the bow of Ulysseq, whicn few men can draw;; 
Assertion is a mere cross-bow ^^ which every child can make 
use of. I must therefore compliment Mr. Trueman on his 
judgment in selecting the latter weapon. But to proceed — 
1 am not here the champion of Mr. Methuen's conduct in 
the House of Commons ; though, on the present occasion, 
*'the very head and frqnt of bis . offending" amo»nts to this: 
— he has felt disposed, when they acted rightly, to support; 
when they acted wrong, to oppose government. He defend- 
ed her, whom in his conscience he honestly, thougli perhaps 
erroneously, believed to be an injured princess. .He .se- 
conded an address, congratulating the country on the success 
of the battle of Waterloo, and after seconding .that address^ 
his feelings of independence led him to scorn the jobs ^f 
government, and oppose measures ^bich militated, agaiost 



ecotiomy, retrenchment and the true spirit of the contti^ 
tution* 

For.thus darine to emancipate from shackles with which 
ministers flattered themselves tbey bad bonndhim, there was 
no species of ]ow abuse with which the Treasury scribes did 
not at that period load him ; it is not therefo]:;^ to be won- 
dered at, that the same hirelings^ or rather their lowest agenti^ 
are at work op the present occasion, to revenge themseWei ' 
for the loss of the income tax, and opposition to the com 
bill, on neither of which points (the latter perhaps a tender 
one) Mr. Trueman has attempted to touch. I think, however, 
when faults against a representative are so largely urged on 
the truly English principle of ^' fair play's a jewel/' oiie or 
two facts, as a per. contra, should be brought forward* I 
should therefore remind my brother freeholders (and appeal 
to every professional man in the county, for the troth of the 
assertion) that Mr. Methuen has paid unremitting attention 
on all ocditsions to the local interests of his constituents, aii4 
no man did more to effect the fall of the income tax. He 
felt (for which some people cannot forgive him) that the 
corn bill was a selflsh measure, devised by the large laA^A* 
holders, not for the good of 'the farmers, but for the purpose 
of keeping up their own rents, and consequently the pride 
of provisions. He therefore opposed that meaflure* His 
successful endeavours to promote economy also, have gained 
him the approbation of bis constituents, and perhaps the envv 
of his rivals. To mention one occasion in particular (so much 
for the statement of Mr. Trueman) his exertions ii'ere crown« 
ed with success by the reduction of Mr. Croker's Salary. 
The^most serious part, however, of Mr. Trueman's charge ap- 
peal^ to be Mr. Methuen's not obeying a summons from Air. 
jSenett to attend him on his agricultural bench, at least if 
the story about non^aUeniance and bad roads alludes to any 
thing founded on fact, and' not on fiction (which is more than 
I intend to assert) this must be the occasion of the offence, 
and the cause of it, that Mr. Methuen most inconsiderately 
and culpably neglected to do homage to Mr. Bene|t. 

If this be a «M of omission in the eyes of Mr. Benett and 
his friends, I confess it is very far from Ksinoi commission 
in mine, or I believe in that of the generality of the agrrcnl- 
tnral freeholders. Sir, I confess myself one of those who 
think that that society has been formed fbr far other than 
agricoimifttl purposes, or interests; that there were as good 
fanners m the county before Mr. Beneft was heard of; and 
that keeping ground in hi§ own bands does not coflfstitute a 
farmer; that the teiy act of doing Hb beyond a jMttacmaUe 
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tatent, dn the part of a large landholder, is a direct injury 
to society, in the number of families which are preyeoted 
earning tneir bread oil the soil by industry and labour; not 
to allude to the motive, that of not choosing to be contented 
with the rent that a farmer can afford, or ought to give. 

1rb0lotig and short of Mr. Trueman's address is this:-^ 
Wu must return two Treasury members; Wiltshirfe, like 
Hampshire^ must be a government borough. The cloven 
foot is fairly out; two tools are at your service, (which 19 
Mr. T.'s character of them in opposition to their own pro^ 
fession). Can. you hesitate between them and a man so de- 
cidedly in opposition as Mr. Methuen ? You must take both 
t>f them, or you will not be represented at all, as Mr. Me- 
thuen's vote must neutralize the one given for government 
on all occasions. This is indeed coming to the point; ** call 
you this backing of your friends ? a plague upon such back- 
ing!" How have Mr. Benett or Mr. L. VS^Ilesley declared 
themselves unconnected with the Treasury !— all spirit and 
independence ;-^and you, Mr. Marplot, officiously step for- 
ward like a blockhead, and let the cat out of the bag, by 
telling what I am bound to belieye you suppose the real truth, 
'^♦That they are both government candidates," and that unless 
the county return both, Wiltshire will not be represented 5 
because (in your prodigality of information, you tell us) the 
Oi^pofitien will neutralise the vote of the government member. 

8v$h H the species of argument with which you insist up- 
on the prttpriely of returning Mr. Benett, and Mr. L. Wei- 
lesly> the twin pillars of government ; you must have both 
qr neither. '♦Happy, happy, happy pair I^-^—Gog and Magog! 
♦-^one is nothing without the other; the cart without the 
horse ; the sage without the goose ; Don Quixote without 
his Sancho Pansa^ in short a pair of boots made right and 
left, of no use separate. — ^The country at large is to benefit 
by the travelled experience, the diplomatic dignity, the more 
matured and finished faculties of the head of the house of 
Draycol) by bis thorough acquaintance with foreign parts, 
Seraglios of course incltisive. 

^ Qui moras homiiram moltonmi videt «t arbeti" 

While the county of Wilts is to look to her own immedi^* 
at^ advantages in the more circumscribed^ modest, and un- 
assuQiing intelligence of Mr; Benett; his coolness of intellect, 
clearness of conception, and facility of delivery ; his intimate 
tad practical acquaintance with.tbe soil, the produce, the poor- 
ratef, the.tythes, the paupers, and the gossips of his own 
4fDQiediate neighbourhood. Well done, well done, Mr. Trae- 
tnil^i tK^^Ueot well I ( have heard of nine tailors qaakio^ a 
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man, but I had yet to learn that two men (fiqp> eightieil 
knights of the shear) were necessary to make one knight ot 
the shire. The possession, or chance rather, of such a re« 
presentation, is indeed a glorious prospect for Wiltshire; a 
revival of the golden age, at a moment when it will be so 
truly welcome, not only to cheer the hearts of the farmers, 
but the hopes of the candidates themselves* 

The only little drawback against the realization ot thit 
Utopian vision, is the impossibility, coupled with the ned^s^ 
sity of returning four members ; unless, indeed, (always of 
course considering Mr, Benett and Mr. L. Wellesley as g04 
ing only for one) you could find a third man, in whom tnt 
talents of the former two were happily blended-"^ rar a avi$i 
which, in the proverbial dearth of intellect, at the present 
moment, can hardly be hoped for. The analogy (which, by 
the bye, directly militates against Mr. Trueman's opinion 
and distinctions between county and boroughs, in the formelf 
part of his letter) between the representation of Wiltshire 
i^nd that of Downton, Wilton, or New Sarum, (why leave the 
Old out?) must be most satisfactory, even to the warmest 
advocate for a native member, and most flattering to the in* 
dependent feelings of this complimented county^ But to hfir 
serious with Mr. Trueman, contemptible as he is ; let this io-r 
feet beware how he flutters where ne cannot soar; how he 
9bews his t^il where he cannot sting ; as his venal insignifi* 
cance, though full security for himself, will not avail to pre#> 
Tent exposure of his employers, by provoking inquiry and 
putting an end to delicacy. He has dr^wn the curtain, from 
private life, as far as suited his purpose, of gratified hit 
malice: — Let him beware ! Though I have proceedeil futtbef 
than I intended to do, and perceive myself in practice acting 
contrary to the neutrality which t set out with professipg } 
though I have disavowed myself the champion of |dr» 
Methuen, and am now provoked into defending him^ I shall 
dare the charge of inconsistency, and declare to Mr. Trueman 
(though a good caus(p, like Mr. Methuen's, does not need 
abuse to help it) partial concealment shall not be tolerated 
in favour of other candidates. The curtain that Mr. Truemail 
has 30 far drawn shall be at once open to the public; aqd m 
fhisl.am ponscious of beins? the champion of justi^^ei, f|i)d 
not of Mr. Methoe»» Mr. Methuen shall not have th0 itf^ 
^'nlaritie^ of his thoughtless youth now raked up, find raved 
m Jti^gt)[\ent against him, without receiving the mori tbafi 
ecjnitiileht advf^ntage of his emehded character* As a mm^ 
m a tAHMt ^i a fi^milyi as a landlord, as a magistratii, as 4 
«hmfiati^ w lb«ll be triumphantl jt comrasted in evety lelatiri 
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9itQat|OD with his rhrai eandidat^ (or candidate acGcArcUng tof 
Mr. Tmeman). ft shall be seen whether the poor have been 
less attended to, less numerously and less advantageously^ 
employed, in the parish of Corsham, than in those of Py thonse 
ana Craycot; it shall be proved, for which of the three 
gentlemen the credit for rational hospitality,decency of life, 
observance of religious duties, real liberality, fair dealing be- 
tween man and man, punctuality of payment, and strictness 
of integrity, can on the highest degjree be demanded. The 
habits, the manners, and the morals of each, shall be impar^ 
tially though severely scrutinized. Be wise in time! Ke- 
frain, those who have glass windows. The proverb is some- 
what musty ; but if one garret window is cracked on tl^ 
one hand, not a pane in the houses of the others shall be 
left whole. Be cautiouii ; — ^a rod is in pickle, every twig of 
which may draw blood. A word to the wise. 

Mr. Methuen may, however, securely smile at the feeble 
malice-*the effort without the power'— the attack without 
1^ blow—- (/eftrm imbelle rine iciu) — of so contemptible and 
impotent an opponent; of so unguarded (and it is but jus- 
tice to believe^ so unauthorised) a partisan as Mr. Trueman. 
Wen may Mr. Methuen exclaim, ** O that mine enemy had ^ 
written a book." 

The shallow attempt to produce an unfavourable impres- 
sion with the yeomanry of the countj against that gentle- 
man, is of a piece with the otbar specimens of liberality and 
candour. I not only caution that respectable and honest 
class against giving credit to malicious falsehoods, or to 
aaionymous slanderers, but I take upon me boldly to assert^ 
though Mr. Methuen has conscientiously differed with Mr. 
Benett on the subject of the corn bill, that on no occasion 
have his exertions been wandng in the House of Commons, 
to oppose every tax that oppressed, and to support every 
object that relieved, the agricultin-al interest. Many, many 
gentlemen of that respectable class can and will bear wit« 
ness of his exertions in their cause; nor will the assertions 
of Mr. Tmeman want contradiction if he dares fairlv to come 
forward before his county^ and lay his charge like a man^ 
which if he bdieves it to be true, (as far as regards the neg- 
lect of his representative) he is bound to notice on the pro- ^ 
per occasion, and bring before the proper tribunal in person. 
I remain Sir, your obedient servant, 

A WILTSHIRE FREEHOLDER. 
And a Friend of Mr. B^ndtf bui not at th€^ 
expense of Mr. Hethuen. 
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To the Editor of (hie SdUshury Oassette. 
Sir, 

Having seen in your paper of yesterday^ a letter, signed an 
*^ Independent Freeholder,'* containing some remarks on the 
conduct of Mr. Long AVellesley, and^ above all^ some adoke, 
I feel it a duty I owe to the freeholders of the county of WilU, 
to make some observations on an Address so unnecessary, — so 
extraordinary ; and to prevent them, if possible, from be- 
coming the dupes of a system originating in fear, and sup- 
ported by falsehood. It is an old saying, Sir^ though not 
worn out with age, thai those generalfy are the ma^i forward 
to give advice, who have taken the least of it themselves. — I do> 
not say, that this is the case precisely with the ^' Independent 
Freeholder," but hb store appears so ampler and bad remain^ 
so lonff uncalled for., that^ fearing the strength of his maxiois 
would evaporate before their excellence were known^ and 
invade the territory of his cranium^ he determiBed to take out 
the spigot, and thus save himself from a Lunatic Asylum ! 

The object of Mr. Wellesley, Sir, is an honourable onej he 
pursues it in an . honourable way, and the attempts that are 
made to frustrate the object of his wishes^ will only redound to 
his honour, and ultimately secure his success. 

Whether the writer in your last be a freeholder or not, is a 
matter of small moment. Of his independence, however, there 
can be no doubt, for every word he says is independent of truth I 
With regard to the charges he brings against Mr. Welleskyi 
even, if true, they have no reference whatever to his public 
duties. The brightest luminaries of wit and learning had their 
defects. There are spots on the sun itself, but we do not^ on 
that account, exclude his rays from our habitations: the great* 
est heroes and statesmen of which England can boast, have 
had their weaknesses^ and even their vices ; but this did not 
render their courage or their patriotism suspected, nor their 
services unavailing. Perfection is not the attribute of man ; 
and he that is disappointed at finding so little Qf it in other 
men, should console his mind with the knowledge, that he 
exhibits a perfect model of it in himself. 

I wonder, Mr. Editor, if this independent freeholder has ever 
had the gout? Do you think, Sir, that when groaning under 
those felicities which such a state may claim as pecuharlj^ its 
own, (hat he would refuse the proffered aid of his pliysicino^ 
merely because he might have in the course of hi^ life com^ 
mitted a faux pas with his chamber-maid ; or oa ^me eveaing 
had lost a rubber at whist ?-*I think noL He, on the cou« 
tiary, would beseech himi (on God's sake, to exert his utBiost 
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under the signalare of Mr. Welled^, expressly Bamioi^ me, 
and containiog a similar assertion to that \n the postscript to 
which I allude, was circulated in some parts of the county 
about three weeks since. That hand-bill having been construed 
by some persons as a charge against me of being the authoir of 
a fahe report^ I had determined, in vindication of my character^ 
to publish a statement of the circumstances which gave rise to 
the report of which Mr. Wellesley complained ; but being 
assurecf, by Mr. Wellesley himself, that he had not intended to 
charge me with misiepreacntation, and feeling averse from ob* 
trading myself on the notice of the pnblic, I suppressed the 
publication. 

^ The reneaal of the subject^ by Mr. Wellesley, has, however, 
in the opinion of many of my most valuable friends, rendered 
it necessary for me no longer to remain silent, lest it may be 
supppsed that I submit to the charge of having made an ^^ idle 
insinuation.'^ In defierenee.to their opinion, therefore, I am 
reluctantly induct to request you to insert this letter in your 
next paper. 

I shall not, however^ trouble you with a long detail, but, 
trusting that nty character is too well known hi the county to 
make it readily believed that I have been the author or propa- 

{ator of a falsehood, I am satisfied with thus asserting, that I 
ave never made or authorised any statement which is not war- 
ranted by facts ; and that I am ready to explain every circum- 
stance in which my conduct may be implicated^ to any gen- 
tleman of the county who may think it necessary ; but that 
having nothing whatever to do with Mr. Wellesley's contest, I 
shall not intrude myself on the public with any farther expla* 
nation. 

As an officer of the revenue, however, I think it right to add 
that I have no reason to believe that the '* Treasury influence/' 
disavowed by Mr. Wellesley, has been used for or against 
either of the Candidates for the representation of the county ; 
and that I never heard siich influence adverted to, except by 
Mr. Wellesley himself, and his agents, by whom both myself 
and a friend were told that ^^ he had the support of Govern- 
ment." I am, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 
DemefyAprilQy 1818. w. W. SALMON. 

^ ToJF.L(mffW€«e^Esq. 

Pbbmit us, your Hampshire tenfintsi to express our surprise 
^nd indignation at the appeaTance of a public attack pn your 
chamcter as a landlord. 
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. We owe it Uyj/oUj Sir, to.Gontcadiet,.thii8 pabltdy, tbb rile 
aspersion ; and to ourselves j to declare it is without foundation^ 
and that we feel the warmest attachment to your person. 
' The repeated act^ of kipdness we have, experienced at your 
handsy compel us to enter. mpstfeelin/g^ly into the object of your 
present pursuit ; and whilst we hope, with sincerity and con- 
iidence, you will eventually realise your wishes, we cannot but 
xegret your true character is not more uaifeisaliy koown to the 
freeholders of Wilts. 

However the tongue of slander may attack you — however 
the pen. of a. secret coward may attempt to blast jrdur reputa« 
tioo, yet we are persuaded your character, is sufficiently brilliant 
to disperse the venom of the one, and to rise proudly pre\ 
eminent above the reach of the other. 

We are, Sir, 
With every feelins of gratitude, attachment, and Tespect, 
Your faithful Tenants, 



J. Keep 
T. Hasker 
6. H. Langdon 
J. Rogers 
T. Godfrey 

D. Fuller 
H.Price 

E. Chamberlain 
N. Mott 

G. Green 
S. Yarndell 
Hi Chaiwin 

F. Bruford 
R. Ellis 

> Jast. Rogers 



W. Whistler 
W. Duckett 
W.Smith 
W. Hogsflesh 
H. Luff 
J. Cordrey 
E. Lee 
J. Coleman 
P. Duckett 
G. Matthews 
J. King 
J. Knight 
E. May 
W. Monk 
M. Newman 



J.King 

S. Tbackham 

B. Hellhouse 

W. Kernett 

1/^. South 

J. Wells 

M. Jones 

J. Rivers ^ 

J. Neville 

G. Woodcock 

T. Waters 

G. Hathaway 

J. Draper 

J. Cox 

J. Hathaway. 



To the Printers of the Salisbury and Winchester 

Journal. ^ 
Gentlemen, 
It is the infirmity of declining life to imagine that the past 
generations were wiser and more virtuous than the present. 
Old men are apt to believe that the companions of their youth 
were more sensible of public duties, and more energetic in 
asserting public rights, than their degenerate posterity. I hope, 
pepllemen^J am free from this credulity; for while I boast of 
the virtue of tbo$e. who entered life with me nearly fourscore 
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years ago, 1 trust that my youngev friends of the preiMt gene- 
ratidn i^iH not consider it as the infirmity of age, bnt ^IH rathet 
imitate the example of their forefathers. 

Forty-si* years ago 1 was in the vigotir of life, and bore an 
acUve part in the glorious straggle which was then made by 
the fieehotders of Wiltshire to assert the independence of the 
coiknty, 

I remember that a gentleman then ofiered. himself as a Can- 
didate, who was a member of one of our most ancient and 
respected fttnilies^ and was already in the service of the county, 
as an activfe nia^istrate, and coloriel of the militia. No defect 
of personal merit was imputied to him ;— nor had he either in 
Pairliament or etsewhere supported any measures which could 
excite political objection (o his pretensions. Had he appeared 
merely in the character of a Wiltshire Gentleman, he might 
hsitq bSen generally received with favour; but he principally 
founded his claim Upon the* weight, the properly, and the 
respectability of his fenfuly; and offered himself not so much 
from any political motive as the ambition of restoring to a home 
the honour of representing the county, which had frequently 
been conferfed upon its various branches. He rested his cause 
much more upon bis powerful connections thati upon any 
public services or personal merits. 

I remember that Mr. Goddard also offered himself, not 
affecting superior personal merit, or public services more im- 
portant, but as a plain WittsbireGentleman, born and constantly 
resident in the county upon bis own paternal property, familiar 
with all rank.S of men residing in it, and anxious to serve them 
all to the utmost of his power. At the same time he avowed 
that be had a great political motive for offering himself, namely, 
to oppose the pretensions of any single family, or any single 
hous^, — -even, the highest and the most ancient t/| the county, ^^ — 
and he called on the great body of the freeholders, in main- 
taining his cause, to assert their own independence. 

My old heart is warm when I remember bow his call wn 
. answered. The word " Independence*' operated like a charm 
upon every freeholder. The gientlemen of the county instantly 
fell that their cause and his were inseparable and identical. 
The principal towns were animated by the same enthusiasm, 
and united agaidst the man who asserted the pretensions of a 
single family, in favour of the man who asserted the common 
rights of all the freeholders. The yeomanry were ardent in th« 
same cause, vvbeQ they found that the man if ho asserted these 
common rights tras one who had long been known to them, 
wiio had long been engaged in their scflrvice, and of vrhose 



fidelity in the cause which he maifiiaiived t^ey had the strongest 
as8uranQe,-"Hi^ he w^s iinconjnected vvijll^ .political parties, and 
evinced no ambUiqri but to uaain^in. the high character of a 
^plain English gentleman. i . 

The contest, though sharp ivhiia it lasted, was not of long 
duration. The trui^ men of Wiltshire triumphed ; and Mr. 
Goddard was elected by ^ gr<;at majority, 

Old as I am, it is i^till my daily <:i|stoKp to drink one cheerful 
glass to commemorate that ev^ei^t, and (o wi^h long continuance 
to the independence of the county. Of late I have not taken 
it with the sfime glct; as when our friend Mr. Goddard (who is 
gone before me) ptc^posed that we shpuV) drink it in bumpers ; 
and if there were many together, it was then followed by a 
general huzza thrice three times r^pfate^.. But I expect that 
we shall soon have occasion to drir|k it a|, merrily as ever, for 
the good cause af 1779 will not be. given up in ll^lS. 

I remain, Gentlenieb^ your constant reader, • 

Smndon, Jpril 10, 1318. AN OLQ MOON-llAKER. 

Mr. Editor, I am an older man thaii you, though you have* 
passed your eighty-second year, but there is oo great difference 
of age between us. . If any one should call me a prattling fool, 
which, perhaps; some young gentkbren niight do, I hope you 
will give me a good word. 1 assure you that the Moon-rakers 
are the best of your friends. . 

WILTSUmE Et^ECJTrON. 

Having noticed an advertisement in your last paper, signed 
by the tenants of Mr. Long Wellesley residiug in Dorseteuire, 
e-xpressive of their respect and gratitude towards him, lu ^n^ 
ewer to certain attacks made on him during his capy^ss for th^ 
county of Wilts, especially those in your paper of the pre? 
ceding week, signed *^ An Independent Ffeett^IdcT ;," wcj the 
undersigned, his tenants in Wiltshire, bei^ig ^esirous th^itth^ 
goodness of his heart should be made known, beg to say,^ that 
when times were bad for renters^ he made us the most liberal 
allowances by abatements in pur retiits, and o^erwis^. |^ 
short, his conduct towards us has ev^ been that of a. worthy 
and considerate landlord 5 and we thus publicly jeqiq^estticiji 
. to accept out grateful thanks fox the numerous fayours we nav^ 
fropi' tipie to time, receifed fi^om him* 

Andrej(pain, hisdutjful, . . . » 

And pbliged buDfible servants, , 

. Jokf Ross Jahies Lame 

Chaf 1^ Bidsdr Bbbert Hai^ding . 



44 



Jasf. Browning 
Thomas Ferris 
John Lanfear ' 
Richard Hall 
Thomas Hulbert 
Thomas Ferris 
Thomas Hay^ard 
Samuel Bet hell 
John Smith 
Jacob Smith 
Thomas Sealey, sen. 
Edifrard Bollis 
Joseph Bobbins 
John Pern's 
Jacob Hand 



Isaac Sftiart 
Joseph Vineia 
Thomas Baily 
Wm. Belcher 
Thomas Bullock 
James Taniier 
jonath. Salter 
John Lea 
Thomas Day 
Isaac Day 
Joseph V ines 
Wm. Collings^ 
Wm. Reeves 
I. Underwood 



Tithe Renters at Kington 
Ayliffe White 
^ James Mascall 
Betty Baiiy 
Joseph Stump 
Thomas Lane 
Jacob Ferris 
John Hitchcock 



St. Michael. 
James Coller 
John Reeks 
Daniel Collett 
Isaac Neate 
William Skeate 
Thomas Hayward 
Rqbert Greenmf^o* 



To the Editdr of the Salishury Gazette. 

Sib, 

A CB L^BR ATE D author has written to prove, that there h 
no earthly blessing without its concomitant evil ; our nicest 
fedings, our greatest comforts, 01^ best passions, have their 
alloy; apd there is no enjoyment of the one, without being 
subject to the ill effects of the other. If such be the case witH 
the dispensations of Providence, lybat must we expect frbin 
|he works of man! J * 

Our happy Constitution — the most perfect that human wis- 
dom ever deyised-r-is not without its bad consequences. Soine 
pf the worst eyils resulting from it, are those arising from con* 
tested elections, particular! v those for counties. Too often 
father is set against son — the son against the father; brother 
against brother-r^and the bosom friend is turned to the bitterest 
. fnemy. Drunkenness, riot, and confusion prevail. The Canr 
flidates, from having affluent and independent fortunes, are 
sometimes reduced to indigence and penury, and become the 
|9pl8 of Ministers to repair their injured estates. Wheneyeif 
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these* ctHs cAn be averted^ they should ; and I think they 
might aiid ought to be on the approaching election for thii 
county. With this view, I published my letter to Mr. Long 
Wcllesley, inserted in your Gazette of the 2nd instant; and! 
may yaiture to say^ never did a persort write a letter on' a poli^ 
tical subject from roo^e pure or disinterested motives. . I 
wished, if possible^ to have crushed the contest in its com« 
mencement. I Tvas in hbpes some abler pen than mine would 
have been employed for the purpose; but as no one stepped 
forth (according to a writer in your last paper, who styles 
himself " Candidus'O) 1 drew the spigot from m^ cranium, 
and suffered my maxims to escape* Whether they are the 
effusions of a distempered brain, or of a person likely to simd, 
in need of a Lunatic Asylum, I leave the public to jude:e, > 
'' Candidus^' wishes to palliate the charges made againsit^Mr. 
Welleslcy, by saying ♦' there are spots on the sun ;'' and that 
** the greatest heroes and statesmen this' country ever produced 
have bad their weaknesses, and even their vices." I suppose 
he alluded to our Harry the Fifth ; but Candi^us sliould recoU 
lect, before that monarch ascended the throne, an<l became a 
great statesman, he abandoned his vicious companions, left 
his bad courses, and became a steady and virtuous character.' 
Candidus dora not attempt to say this is the case with his friend 
Mr. Welleslcy. '* Perfection (this writeir says) is not the 
attribute of man." But does this proye that we ought not, in 
choosing our senators, to select those whom we think approach 
nearest to that point, and whom we think best qualified for the 
station? Our immortal poet^ in enumerating the stages of 
human life, reckons three in manhood ;-T-the soldier^ ihe iover^ 
and. the justice. I apprehend JAu Wellesley is not yet arrived 
at the latter stage; he has still some youthful foibles to pnrsue; 
7— and, till that is over, the character of a magistrate would not 
well befit him ; and this <^ght to precede that of a countj 
meipber. 

The charges I have made against Mr. Wellesley are, his 
profusion of expense at Wanstead^ and his^non-residence and 
parsimony at Draycot, in the county he wislies^ to represent. 
These charges Candidus does not pretend to deny, but makes 
a sort of jeit about residence and other qualifications, I have 
stated in my former letter, a member for the county ought to 
possess; but boasts that Mr* L. Wellesley can mpasure acres 
with any other Candidate in thecountyy and has pledged him* 
self to make it the place of bis residence* Candidus then /for 
ivant of matter to support his friend's case, vents his Spleen and 
jtbw OU naci I sua called ** a tailor, or a qui-tam attorney/'. 
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liOve,^*/^Bodj o' me, what a many^headed monster have t 
propagated !*' One half, however, I mean the prhrafe scandal^ 
may be aiisvverrd in' few words — " lis all a lie." But as this 
candidate for yoor favour, cliallenges inquiry and solicits yoor 
support, in the presumption only, of maintaininjs: in all the. 
relations of life, a strictly honourable and independent cba- 
r.acter, it may be worth while to look a little into facts. He has 
been depicted to yoii as a bad husband — an oppressive landlord 
—a gambler, and a spendthrift. — A bad husband! — Though 
from t lie-concurrent testimony of those who are intimate in his. 
family, and who know him best, he is a most faithful and 
affect ronate one ; and when I tell you tna^ Mr$« Long Wei* 
lesley is a contented wife, such of you gentlemen as are married, 
will I know,' ask- not another question ; ypu who are single wilL 
do well to consult the ladies, who are excellent casuists in these- 
matters, and will tell you, that the husband who can fairly 
boast of having a contented wife, is entitled to nd small praise*. 
—An oppressive landlord — ^yet during the late unfavourable, 
times not one of his numerous estates has been vacant — nor has 
be received from, a single tenant notice of an intention to quit : 
bis tenants to a man are enthusiastic in his praise. — A gambler! 
But his friends know thafhe never gambled ; indeed he has no, 
passion for play, nor has he ever in his life lost five hundred 
pouTids. — A spendthrift! It is true tbat.on his marriage large 
sum^ were required for family settlements and i^rrangements, 
with which the public have nothing to do ; it is also true that 
in the firsrt year or two he spent more than prudence warranted ; 
but from that period he has lived with strict economy and mucb 
within his income: he is principally his own steward, aiid . 
controls his'private concerns in the most honourable and judi- 
cious way.— Farther, he has been called an Irishman, and. 
described as presumptive heir to a seat in the upper house of 
parliament ! — An Irishman ! Good God !— could we have ex- 
pected, that within three years after the battle of Waterloo^ 
the name of irishman would be applied to a nephew of the, 
Duke of Wellington as a term of reproach ! and that too by a 
set of men who asaiume to be a sort of ultra-loyalists. Within 
one hundred and thirty years we have invited one king from 
Holland and another from Germany ; why not then a repre- 
sentative in parliament from Ireland? But this much aibused 
Irishman, I suppose from an inherent propensity to blundering, 
so distinguishable in his reputed countrymen, happens to have 
been born, bred, educated, and to have spent (I may say) his 
.whole life in England! As to a seat in the upper house of 
parliai^ent, it must be an Irish seat with a vengeance^ for it is 
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s stei wUfioiil a bottom le it ! It u pMribW that iom thtitf 
yemhtkee^ he may inherit a title, llmigh it is by no nieanrf 
certain ; and should be obtain no other seat in parliament, thanr 
itbat ihis^ title wontd giTe hini) the kedhest ^porta^an amongsti 
3»oa ivtil never <^find him sitting:** there^/ As to the charges 
bisoigiit b^irtst him by Timothy Tmeraan, they have beeik 
already suAclently refuted ; nay, io Tvhat do they amonntf 
Mf* tJotUg WeVksfoy, eleven years ago, when scarocly nineteen, 
was lA^teAj by the onfoKseen illness of the ambsissador at Con- 
stantinopTe, in a sitnation of unexampled) difficulty ; he has the 
unsolicited lestimony of a roost respectable eye*witness (Mn* 
Thompson)^ that he acted with energy and humanity i-^he 
reeeited both officiaDy and persoMally the thanhs of hls^ 
sovereign ; fae was rewarded hj Lord Howiek, af«id coramendedf 
by Mr. Fot . What is there oppcM^ to th n ?— Mr. Hobbouse V 
book, which has never been looked to as of much autboriCy^ancS 
Timothy Trueman^s maligiM^t slander and intemperate abuse f 
The charge of Mr* Wrilealey^s having reoeiived a pension (m 
whieh the public are dUeJIif iniertited) is utterly Ikbe. Tbei 
very bad graoe wHh whic* Trueman CUuem i mn laceni^^} 
retracls this cha^rge, proves his total want of candour and 
fienttemanly ieeHng, as welt aa his malevolence towards Mr. 
WeVlesIey ; which may be fertber exemplified by another 
falsehood in bis second letter, where he asserts ihat Mr. Wel^ 
lesley comt^^ined of hhn for attacking bis prmtii oharaatcnr*- 
It is tvae that he cpmplaias genemtly of '^malignant rfandei 
and tmfeanded aspersions,*' ImiC be mentions his jprmr/e eba^ 
rae^r ^only once, and then tp challenge inquiry into it.«— Yo« 
see dl^en bow much creiUt isdae to Timothy Trueman ! (^Hit 
niger e%t^^) The charge of exercising Treasury influence, after' 
a little investigation, ?aHs to the ground, and provea to^ bave~ 
originated in the mere gossiping of ^'^ respectable frienda and- 
professional agents;*' ivorked np to sMtie(hi«£rferious throngk 
rois^pptehem^ofi and mistake. But even Treasury in^aened' 
would, in my estimation, be far preferable to the domineering 
control of a magisterial oligarcfay, which for a period of more 
than forty years contrived to keep our county In complete sub- 
jectino. To restore Ibis odious system, is i believe the otiject 
of Mr. WelMey's most active opponents. Let it be yours to 
resist it. We may perhaps indulge a* smile when Mr. 
Mcthucn in the House cries ^^ order, order Tm if he were 
offering a practical specimen of his ability to jBU the chair, oo 
the next vacancy : but let us never forget that it is to this: 
^ntleman we are indebtec} for o^jr cmancipatipn from ^^ club 
lawj^^ and for this let us shew our gnililuJc by giving him our 

' H 
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suppmh It Ira's bedh rurther ur^ a^inftl Mr, L. Wdtefejr 
thai his father is a minister of state ; but our Candidate may 
aay ^ith *' Ben" in the play before alluded to,—" what, thof * 
be be my father^ I ant' boood prentice to 'en!^' In fact he haa 
refused to ^' belong io politics to any man;'' and if be cannot 
represent you unmackled and independent be will decline 
representing yon at all."— It is true that on general principles 
he may be inclined to support the present administmtion'; 
which with me would be no particular recommendation ; but 
with the hi«^h and mighty ones^commanders o^ cavalry and 
infiintry—- Dona and big-wigs, I should have concluded this- 
would be quite "a feather in his cap/' — a sure passport to 
their favour. There must then 1 know be some stron/^ motive 
for their clamorous opposition to him, which time will bring 
tojight.— Meanwhile let me advise you not to suffer yourselves 
to be^' hood winked" before you enter into the' contest ; I take 
the liberty of cautioning you^ because I have been very nearly 
led to submit myself to thai uncomfortable operation* *^ Open 
your eyes and see!" Talk to Mr. WeHesley, question him, he 
is easy of access, and will be happy to answer you ; the better 
you know him the more ready jtm will be to believe, that be 
i^ not.fr bad husband, nor an oppressive landlord, nor a gam- 
Uef, nor a spendthrift; nor is he an Irishman, (poor, insulted 
Ireland!) nor heir to a seat in the upper house df ParliamenT, 
qor is he a placeman, nor a pensioner, nor a tool of ininisterF, 
nof ascamp from the Treasury, nor a manceuvring justice qC 
peace, " nor the Devil nor Doctor F&u&tus ;" but he is a warm- 
hearted^ high-spirited, and independent Englishman, and 
th^tefoie a fit man to represent an independent county ia 
PArliam<ent« 

In conclttsion I have only to request your indulgence, if 15 
the course of my letter I have betrayed any moon-raking pro^ 
pensitieSi relying on your partiality to excuse them, as I am,. 
^^ band fide;' A NATIVE. 



To the Freeholders of the. County of VTilts. 

" A whip for th^ bone, a bridle for the ass, and a n>d for the Ibol's back/' 

. &Mos^ 

'^ Forty stripei, mve qa^ but that one the heimest ef them all." • 

GfiNtLBMEN, 

You will observe from my motto how many subjects I 
have in hand ; you will aUo see how I intend using them. 

Since I had the honour of^cldressing you on the 2d instant 
through the medium of the press^ some circumstances baveoc- 
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CMrred which renclers an observation from me essentially neces* 
ffary« The first, gentlen^en, to which I shall call jbar attentioot 
is to a speech delivered by youf able and zealous Represenlar 
tive, Mr. Meihuen. It must be highly gratifying to yon, gen-- 
tlemen^ (whatever may have been the occasion) to find that 
|}e h^s recovered the use of his tongue ; that '' Jack's alive ;** 
^at ^* ftichard's himself again ;" and you may confidently 
expect to see in his next adveitisemQo^ that the reason why 
be has not personally paid his respects to. the freeholdejrs of 
.WiltjB, is because he has been engaged sp actively in his 
Parliameeitary duties. That you know, geutleofien^ is tha 
usual phrase ; and before your election terminates, you will 
bave eoough of it. 

It. is not on account of the speech, however, that I ^dress 
you ; you will see by the report^ that bis oration only occu* 
pies six lines and a half, and consequently not more than 
one ptinute and three seconds in delivery. It is to the sub* 
ject on which that speech was delivered that I more particuf 
lady request your attention. When a dissolution of Pfirlia^ 
ment is expect^ or becomes inevilnble, it has ever been the 
object; of the party, of which Mr. Methuen is a neglected 
Member, to brjug forward some motion or bill which may 
luive ibe effect ofdoing ^way those impressions, which i^eiit 
conduct may have made upon tbe.country in general, and 
upon their constituents in particular. If, the. tricky they have 
played off have failed to excite admiration^ and in its .s|e»4 
have produced feelings of contempt or abhorrence v if th<s 
*^ traps" in iheir acting have failed to stimulate a ^' plap*'? 
^nd universal hissing has followed their exertions, they atr 
tenipt, if possible, to secure a portion of applause for their 
exit. Like experi^ced boatswains, when the vessel is payr 
iii^g off^ and fearful Uiat after having tormented you through 
the voyage, you may feel inclined to bring their sins to re« 
i^iembrance, they present you with a glass of , grog to mak^ 
all matters up^ and are stupid enough to believe that you will 
think them hearty fellows for so doing.— But, geotleuien^ 
you are not, and you must not be, the dupes of such arti* 
iice. You must be frequently put upon your guard against 
them ; although you have already seen enough of them no^ 
to he ** ignorant of" tbeir " devices/* 

Gentlemen, thfs revenue necessary for the purposes of tb^ , 
state, and the payment of ^he public creditor, are necessarily 
Jaid upon the necessaries of life. It would be bootless tp 
]^y them on.articles for which there is no demand — for which 
:il^ere is no consumption* No^, amongst the present impost^ 



that arc brought in did fef the revenue, is a^oty upon- lea- 
IJher. It'vrAft in the re^ of Qdeen Art*e ihbt a duty was 
fi«t iaiposed on this article of trade and cowunerce, St re* 
ceimed no increase until the jear 1842. Dufing that pertod; 
though eve^y thing had risen in value to doable, and in some 
instances to treble the price ; thongh levery thing that w^ 
Icat or wear had been put in requisition to secure the safety 
iind independence of the country; leather during th^ pe^' 
liod) and daring a struggle to which there is mo parallel in 
tbn i^eeords <>f time^ leather was suifered la reoiajti exr 
l^mpied fr<Mn any additional burthen. In the year 181^, an 
Udoiiional duty was laid upon it^ which it w<as now ihe oh* 
ject of the party to have removed. NoW) gentieawen, ' the 
drtg4fi»l datv prod^eed in the year ending the drti of July, 
1^1 9> was £S63,SQO;yfiih the additional duty it produced 
in the ye^ ending «he 5tth July, 1817^ £595jOo6 ; so-tliat the 
sum m>m which the suffering tanners sought to be relieved 
by tlie bill recently thrown out was £W\ , 1 10. IH^e repeal 
of a tax, gentlemen, i^ always a desirable thi)ig— is always 
a popular measure ; but if you are compelled imtnediately 
on the repeal of one ddty to impose another^ yon will ilgtee 
l^ith me that we had nanch better have an evil that we do 
knoi^/than one we do not. Now^ when you oonsider^he 
immense domc^ttc and foreign trade thaft t^s 'i^ountry w*^ 
tiee on in leather ; when you consider, t^t the tanners ftHr 
Heai- a oentury have never t>een called on^ on any new ettier*! 
jl^cjr, to contribute to the wants of the slate, does it not 
seim a little strange to you, that they should be the first to 
conie (forward and represent as an intolerable -burthen, an 
impost, the effects of >^hich they do not feel either i» diffli- 
tifehed consumption or declining profits ? - ' 

i It is true, the party said ^* the taanfer eoatdne^ lay "it dm 
the eoRsamer ;" that is, that he was obliged *o pay it* out of 
lifs own pocket. J>o you believe this, gentlemen? The tan- 
faers are certainly a very considerate race of ttieh J Good 
eouls, iliey tan only bullocks* -hides, *ey suffer those of 
thristiwis to go free! But even wete ttis «hc case, libey 
toftV^ had a long range of prosperity, and ttey otight -to shew 
by* fheir dheetf^l submission to the presiEfiU/ihefr gratitude 
for the past. It was ^ shiimeful adt off ingratitode to make 
Vbe proposition.; it would have been a glaring act 6f injus- 
tiefe to Ae community had it succeeded. ¥ott 'need not be 
told, genttettien, tha/t ^nle&s there be asurpluis in -the reve^ 
feue, inhere a tax is ^baleen off from one necessary of We, it 
vorusjc b^ laid i^pon another^ and one perhaps 'not so well 
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9Meto-be((ir eL How otherwise i^ the' deficbency to 1>e sap« 
pUttd.f Therefore^ when Mr. Methven shall tell joa on hi| 
caoiffisB/or ivhen he meets yoa at the hustiagSy '^yoii knov 
I did all reouki to get you a cheap pair <af shoes," ckv yoa 
saty :in reply, " Paul, thou art beside ihyseW*;" had yoH 
Jaken it from our '^shoes^ you mas^i have laid it on our bais,^^ 
If any thing were necessary to shew the baseness of the party> 
#ith whom ycMir sage represeotatiTe has assopiated himself, 
k nay be* found in their conduct on ^ery occasion wbeaT 
any thing pelatiTe to the revenue is before tne House. Yo«: 
all know, gentlemen, how they chuckle when a deficiency of 
the f evenue is announced ; how they catch at every tale thej 
hear, how eagerly they tell it, bow industriously they prop»«c 
gate it; and yet with what showers of crocodile tears they 
affect to iament its inadequacy to meet the public burthens I 
while at every opportuniiy that their own selfish and inn 
terested purposes require it, they are bringing forward niea'^ 
sures to decrease rather than to add to its ainount. Although 
they know that though improving with the impi'oved state 
ef the country, it is still insufficient ; and though they know 
thatinthepresentstateof things, qne class of the community 
€aniK)t be relieved but at tihe expense of the other; and that 
ttO'-oae necessaiy of life <»n be eased from a tax without an* 
ether unavoidably contributing to make it up; y«t they are 
VBceasing in their attempts to embarrass the public business^ 
and if possible to wipe off the odium, which attached to their 
own oppressive measures, during the day and a nigiithsit 
they were in power. 

> You see therefore, gentlemen, that the bill before the hous^ 
wbioh oailed forth the Ciceronian powers of Mr. Methuen^ 
was in itself unprincipled and ungenerous ; that it originated 
in the seifish views of tlie tanners, was introdneed to sub«- 
serve the purposes of a general election^ and to make the 
party popular;. but which never, ifitiml passed, cbuid be 
at^njf advantage to you; fw the tamiers themselves ^ay, that 
they^Mtier hoiie laid the tax on the consumer; and therefore, 
gentlemen, you would have had your shoes no cheaper if it 
had^been repealed ; you will have them no 4^arer now that 
it'GOotinues; aod? you will no doubt lament with me^ that 
Mt. Metbuen should have appeared in the ranks of a party, 
whose only object is to embarrass the ffovernment, in the 
hope that they way one day be admitted to a share xif it; 
and w4i»o (to use the words of Sir Franeis BurdeU, at Brent- 
ford hufrt'mgs, in reference to these very men when in power) 
would «ooQ caiif iace the Bauo% that their ^'little iing^*'^ 
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Ybe plirase Tvhich ihe *' Wiltshire FreeholdePf etti^ttyd 
\then speaking of me is as follows : — " Bat to be serious with* 
Mr. Troeman, contemptihfe an he is/, let this insect, &c.'' 
Iffow, gentlemen, tvhen yon and I consider a thing coDtempti*- 
blej we usnally take no notice 6f it; we think it deserving of 
Hone; we should consider it a folly to waste our time about 
it. But if I, gentlemen, after call iivg a thing contemptible^' 
Its the " Wiltslin-e Freeholdefrf* does my letter to you (for of 
nje personally he knows nothing) were to spend four days;; 
and a half rn framing a reply to it; if 1 were to take tfie' 
trouble to go all the way to Greece for the bow of Ulysses, 
tb shoot the author; if I were to ransack all the shelves of a' 
circulating library for proverbs, to suit my purpose; borrow* 
wit from play books, and proofs from ** Holy Writ;*' assail' 
him with language living and dead (a dead language, for 
theirs is a d^^'g cause,) and fence the whole with a threat of 
vengeance should he be again so contemptible as to disturb" 
the mi|hty Goliah of Wilts ; why, 'gentlemen, you must think 
that when I called him contemptible^ I did not think him, so,' 
and that I was either a fool myself, or, what is more to be be- 
lieved, that I wajs desirous of making fools of you. Gentle-* 
men, f shall not call this Vtt^o\A^x^ conitmptible ; I will riot' 
deal in mere assertion; but I. wi)l most effectually /jrotfc him' 
tpbesrol As an "insect,* gentlemen, you see he has dot: 
as yet been able to crnsli^ me ; and when you see him groan- 
ing through nearly ivto columns of a newspaper, you must 
be convinced that he has not only seen my tail but felt the 
sting ! unless we are to believe that he is one of those c6ward*' 
who bellow before they are hurt. . Had my letter contained' 
dne untruth, or one misrepresentation, it would have been^ 
contemptible, truly contemptible, for falsehood ever is so ; 
but from this I am completely exonerated by the Freeholder^ - 
himself; he has drawn aside ** the curtain" with a vengeance;' 
and having discovered poor Paul naked and defenceless^ has' 
exhibited him in that state; and, as if all this were not enough'^ 
be has taken his "rod** oht of "the pickle," and applied it 
so powerfully (I had almost said jproper/y) to the shoulders' 
of poor Mr: M. that his back has more the appearance o(iA 
ihap of £ndand and Wales, than any thing that I can call lo' 
my remembrance. 

You have often witnessed; gentlemen, in courts of justice,^' 
when a cx)unsel had a bad cause to defend, on Coding it w^'s, 
not in his power to do away with the substance of the charge/ 
he has avaifed himself of some alleviating circumstances, in 
order^ if possible, to lessen its aggravated circumstances, 



Other§ of A bolder character have attempted tb indace a dis^, 
belief of tbe charge, and, in order to 'mislead the jury, have 
directed their attentiou to what waa never brought before 
them, aod have raised a defence against what he never was 
accused- of, that they might suppose from his innocence in 
th^ one case that he never was gdilty in the other. This is 
the case, precisely, gentlemen, as it stands between you and 
the " Wiltshire Freeholder." Mr. Methuen, gentlemen, is 
not a candidate for the gallows, where all relations are dis* 
solved, but for the high and distiaguished honour of repre- 
senting your county in Parliament^^for a place of trust, and 
where the kanour is supposed to be the pr^t. In the* former 
case, every thing that can be said ot done to save a criminal 
from his fate, consistently with the welfare of the public, and 
the roles of joltice, mav and ought to be done. The advo* 
cate deserves praise who gives a licence to his fedings and 
to his tongue in such a case. But, gentlemen, the case is 
widely different when a man comes forward and expects re- 
ward instead of punishment; when he expects you to con« 
fide your dearest interests into his hands; and wben,Jn order 
to induce you to do so, desires you to look at his past con- 
duct^ and receive or reject him as vou approve or disapprove 

, of it ; in such a case, gentlemen, the man who would impose 
vpon you.by /a&(r statements, who, in order to keep the true 
ones from your sight, would present you with some totally 
unconnected with th^ subject, in order to divert your minds 
from the proper subject of inquiry. When a man attempts 
to establish tne innocence of a criminal, merely because he 
has not committed all crimes ; when he requests you to pro^^ 
Bounce him guiltless who stole your sheep^ merely because it 
did not suit him to carry off the hurdles too, you must be 
convinced, gentlemen, that he has some other motive than 
the avowed one for introducing the subject; it is on purpose 

, to pi^vent you from attaching importance to where your chief 
concern should be directed ; it is to throw you off your guards 
that you may the more easily become a prey to their devices. 
Gentlemen, this is the plan of the Wiltshire Freeholder; 
he seems a spedal pleader in this way. You know perfectly 
well, gentlemen, that I said nothing about the prioaie cha- 
racter of Mr. Methuen ; 1 told you 1 knew nothing about it, 
and if I had known any thing derogatory to it, I should have 
been travelling out of my way, at all to have introduced it ; 
whatever takes plac^ in a man's own house, should evaporate 
through his own chimney, ascend, and disappear. I have no 
doubt but Mr. Methuen is a very respectable private gentler 
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men^ and had tile Vv^MH^i a pritate natleiiMb^ I ahdirid neV^ 
have troubled my bead with htm; 1 am ready to b^liere iri 
the tebtimcmy of the Freeholder^ that he is Hotf a Very pioa^ 
christian. Ii aor yda^ had nevet tay reason to bcJIieve otbel^ 
wise, ontil this sagadotis Freeholder oomes to t(^ll as the cmi* 
trary* He tells its that bin life tras « tti*wilfa*"^For «y 
fiarty ^tleueb> I never heard or hnew that it had beeil 
wicked; that it needed mending ! ^* Bo ^oo caH tbi4 baeb^ 
log a friend^ Mr. Freeholder? a plaatie of atN^h badcitig!'' 
Bat suppose Mr. Mek^buen (nbir that he is Hhenidd) to be as 
j>ioiis, sdf-denied> as m^efc aod iowiy aa b« is i^pnssf nted ; a 
most feithfal huf»band| a ioving ftitber> a tender brother^ a 
liad masrteri and ^oeobsiderate a landlcnrd that b« rather payii 
Ivnt to hift tenants, than tak(» any fV6m them ; yet what ba« 
aH this to do with it) thtt^ ate hundreds of men in the dty 
tif Salisbury who are modeh of every virtue ; there iine 
thoasandk in the cotmty^ hut woidd you not think tbeM 
mad, gentlekea^ if on that acooam they irei« to expect yott 
to rettfm them membei^ of Pariiamekit? On the scoie of 
private virtue, however, they «^ as mfoch ^titled to your 
▼ote as Mr. Methneo, ot any other candidate. Mr. Methatin's 

Jrivate chamcti^ (of which \ft^haom nothing but what fhid 
reeholder feajrs) waa introduised toi^^save a parpc^e $ it was to 
take off the odium whfeh his public one hacl excited I never 
«kl6ligfted his priviate chitfact«r^ never dreamt of it ; it is tbie^ 
Fret^holder who hie done it ; he bribgs him before you 4le^ 
H2; some^n^w ctoth has been put into the old garment, and 
you may expect that the i>e»t Will shortly be made wors^^i 
fie could not meet the charge, genti:emeD, and he parri^ the 
thrust ; he could not oppose aliarrier to the <n;irreot, and h^ 
atriVeb to divert itb course ; he was afraid that Whea '^ the 
canam'' was full^ dmwn aside^ the sight w^uld appal you^ 
and he smothers it in Conham smoke ! 

Gentlemen, not content with styling me eotitemptihlev 
and fkl^eiy accusing me With ra^ard to Mr. MetliuenS pri<^ 
vate character, he attempts to brmg both me and my writings 
into disrepute, by asGritnng thbm to Treasury influence^ and 
Vifty condutt to the same source. Now, gentlemen, I never 
saw the Treasury; I never that i know of spoke to a man. 
Woman, or child, that had been within its walh ; I am not 
the hired eulogist of any man ; I am ^-lio benefice^huntiHg* 
hypocrite, who attendis Mble societies for electibneertii^ p^r^ 
poses ; I never in my life spoke to Mr. WeKesley> nor he to 
me ; nor would my pen ever have beeh tidcen up in his cause, 
hut for the ut^oBt/uimianly^ falseiMid aeattdaloiM iAt«tck that 



boJdncM for patnoti^ip ; wbps^ brea* |# t^^ pestil^pM^ All4 
y^iWJ <qwlx M PWWQI It ijvs»^ w thi^ «cpOT»t i|)p||f^ that 
1 ?4vQe^ted ib<^ c^9it^ pf Mr. W^M^j; and pn cpmiwipg 
S^ SJ^f. ^^^*4«€3 for |he wapty— th|e k^vfl^ffc tb«t 
J^r. WelMeijr b^ t>^^«wly^oaghj Wtli^worthyof b«iM 
empJpjfd on wportapt f^rvicf ;-r-},bat be ^ft^rw^rds by b5 
nr?sen(;e of ipin^ and h^raisiiji, ri?fcvefi a great part of tbe. 
£iigU^b army frwi destruptiQn ^t Y i» w* ; tb« ip the Hqhm 
of Comm^iw b<s has dijsplaFod a unifprw sf^i^^sB of eoiv* 
do?l ^d ifidf BCfld^Pi:^ of piipd ;H-^nd toying, ^ (Jrattaa 
<^sf ry^4 la b;8 P^pbrity Euiftgy w Kii wgn, « pr^fewd o»r 
county to hw owq ; VI tbpPghr, v4 JW WiU PP dp»bt tbi«k. 
-»*% ^W? h« W a pl^ifflj if W« pw?^i»pnnt to ^vcry Ptber 
VWWaMf y^^i^ gWd, ^nd'd^prved tbej^^wprfc pf eveny 
Hii^p apxix)m fc^^ th^ MpMr Pf A^ WW%y pf WUtft 
I rQf«aiP| Q^t^^nji^n;, ypur'^, fcc. ^ 

TITUS TRUEMAN. 



5Fb i*^ Editor^ t>fthe SaMmry and Winchester 

GXNTLEMBK, 

A LBTTBa in ;rpyr Pftpfr^ ^SfVd W, W. Salmon, enable* 
ine to take this ppportun^typf publicly declaring, that which 
I ha¥e personally expressed to A^r. Salnjon, thit I belicTp 
hini^ to b« a gentleman of high honour and w^Umerited proi** 
fessfpnal reputation : I cannot, iberefpre, suppose him to be 
either the author or wilful propagator of a falsehood;; but 
wba^f^r b? th^ [Hirm»n^ wba ttwy venture to i^arge me with 
the use of " Treasury infl^^f^pf 4fl'^5^g *ny canvass, or with 
having threatened ofiicers of the revenue wjtb the 4i9>p)fpsure 
of tb;|t bpwd," x% P9(^;f»ly gMil^y of ** i^l^ inf^ipM^tiQ^'' but 
of vptriitbf 

l^av^ be^r4 9f, Mfl jnd^i^d se^, ^i^tr^ct^ of ^ j^y^fssfii^d 
p|4jc^ii«i; pri«t/ea pcj^ies pf wbic^ \ Ifbov bMP beeii pp^i* 
fi4w U) the p^e pf a p^^gist^ate >vb9 &>rjwd a ippmpicaoMPi 
feature in that notorious quorum whipb dP 9ot abaadpp ^W 
tfei^r fliwisterift} poffin Q? ^plbprity^ dwrjpg tb^ir cwTa^», ia 
t^Ypqr qf ppe pf tbj? Cw^idat^^ for |he bpPPyf Pf jepre^ept^ 
ipg t|ii| fpupty 91 W|us m jpariiwent, 

Jlpiip magijprfie b^ b^^^i cifcql^tini}, |m4 ppm^ppf^ (J 
Ijpli^viB Y^m\Al\ tp pirfistet;^, tbif fypprrsf^d docpflwui. 
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If it charges me tirith usmg^ or having endeavoured to ose^ 
''Treasury influence,-' I call it forth to piil>lic light, and it 
shall from me, meet with public refutation. 

As an officer of the rcvehue, Mr. Salmon has no ri^t to. 
know how Treasury influence may be employed. He may 
know, but I may probably care less than he does, who has 
the support of government. My agents hare never had but 
one directioja from me,— that of soliciting the suffrages of the 
ireeholders for me as a truly independent man, who defies 
even Mr. Salmon himself to shew tnat he is not warranted ip 
presenting himself before the county in that character. 

Mr; Salmon intends, I presume, to convey to the public' 
the impression, that he takes no part in that which he has' 
, been facetiously pleased to terni ''my contest;" 

When Mr. Salmon received from Mr. Timiey the packet • 
which ^e acceptedj and retained, but in preference to for^ 
warding it to Mr. Tilby, paraded the streets of Devizes with' 
oile of the Candidates, he might possibly not have perused 
the following lines in Blackstone's Commentaries (which to 
use a common phrase makes a virtue of necessity); '^ If any 
Officer of the Excise, Customs, Stamps, or ^certain other 
braqches of the revenue, presume to intermeddle in Electidns, 
by persuading any voter, or dissuading him, he forfeits one 
hundred pounds, and is disabled to hold any office/' 
I wofi, gentlemen, 

J our very humble servant, 

W. LONG WELLESLEY. 
Marlborough, April VJih^ 1 818. 



To the Printers of the SaUdmry and Winchester 
Joumaln 

GENTLBMEIf, 

If the person who signs himself "An Independent Free^' 
holder,*' in a letter just published, be a man of respectability,' 
and will avow his real name, I pledge myself to prove, even 
tb that gentleman, that he has been Ted into great errors with 
respect to the motives which have induced me to present my- 
ielf before the county. 

The letter thus signed^ seems ta me to proceed from the 
pen of a disinterested, moderate, though misinformed indi- 
vidual. Z am therefore ready to give privately (which f 
should prefer to do publicly) all the information in my power, 
yel^tive to those inaucements which have led me to aspire to 
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Ae boniur of representing in Ptrliament the intt^est« of this 
great' county. <• 

I am> gentlemen, 

Your very hwmble servant, 

W. LONG.WELLESLEY. 

Marlborough, April 17 thy 1818. 



To the Printers of the Salisbury and Jf^lnc/iester 
Journals 
Gentlemen^ 
A T-ETTER having bfedh received by me from a person sign- 
ing himself '* An Old Indenendent Freeholder," enclosing a 
doenment entitled ''a Card/' I must decline inserting it in 
any public prints as it has for its object the proposing a ques- 
tioa to Mr. Benett. 

in answer, however, to this Tndepetident Freeholder's letter 
to me (but not to his Card), I have no hesitation iti saying 
I am well '' inclined to church and state as by law established.'* 
1 am, gentlemen, 

Your very humble servant, 

W. I.ONG WELLESLEY- 
MarlborMgh, April 17th, 1818, 



To the Printers of the Salishiry and Winchester . 
Journal. 

. GENTLEMEN, 

I CONSIDER myself as the head of the oldest family in 
Wiltshire* I taught my children, from their earliest infaucy, 
to be not less observant of their public duties than strenuous 
in maintaining the rights upon which the honour ofourfa^ 
mily depends. In open controversy we study to be mild and 
benignant, never to attack the private character of our op- 
ponent^ and above all to avoid the language of asperity: 
but whenever our honest principles and the independence of 
our family are questioned, then we habitually put forth ouc 
eighty strength ; our adversaries tremble when they ^itne^. 
the undaunted adU invincible array with which we prepare 
to resist them. , . 

Some person dares^ in the postscript of a letter inserted in 
the last Bath Chronicle, and addressed to the freeholders of 
Wilts, to reflect upon our principles, and boasts that, though 
a native of Wiltshire^ he is exempt from our moon-rakifig 
propenrities. 
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What aneibe jiropensUUi which be w0u]d oeninrei U 
it ibat in our choice of a fit presentative we are likely to 
prefer a known Wiltshire gentlemanj, to*a stranger born no 
one knows where;' one who spencis his life and fortune amonrg* 
ud^ to a gentleman whom we never saw till became to solicit 
eiir votes; one who addresses as with4he respect due to jnp* 
dependent freeholders — to one who plainly tells us that he 
does not offer himself so much from political motive as from 
ike ambition of restoring the representation to a l^mi]^ of 
which he is accidentally the chief. 

In my last letter I described tbe pretensions upon which 
the unsuccessful candidate in the great contest of ]71^ pre- 
sented himself for our ctioice* if that seotleman bad not 
been of Wiltshire blood ; 4f he bad not trom his^ birth beed 
connected with the county ; if he bad not been already in its 
service^ and well known to many of us ; if his family bad not^ 
during many ages, been resident among us^ and iotimatdy 
connected with us in interest and in dutVi I cannot pereaade 
myself that it would have entered into bis imagination that 
he could commwfid our suffrages at that election. Of all .the 
advantages which I have enumerated be very properly availed 
himself; but he committed the fatal error of claimii^the re- 
presentattion altyiqst of rigbt> as one of tbe hereditary honours 
of his house. It was that claiip alone whicb Dffend^ tt^ 
great body of .the freeholders ; they resented it as an insult, 
and indignantly rejected the gentleman who made it^ regard- 
less of ifc respeolabiljty a«c( the ppulcinice of bifi fafl?il^,^ of 
the iiidependence of his political principles, of his acknow- 
ledged personal qualifications, and of all other considerations. 

The proud spirit of independence which we evincedU>a 
that ever-rafdorabie day, regarded Mr, Qoddard hia^s^|! 
much less than the principles upon which his capse rested. 
We disdained to permit the triumph of those principles to 
depend upon his iiidividual exertions; nor woiild we suffer * 
the private fortune of our champipn to be impaired by th^ 
expenses of the election. Whole troops of freeholders in 
(every district, exulting in the common cause, spontaneously 
associated, and presented themselves at the poll at their owd 
expense. Am 1 forty-srx years afterwards to be assailed by 
Feproachfol langviage for recounting to mj posterity the ex- 
ertions .and the glories of their forefathers? Am I for tbi^ 
cause accused before you, gentlemen, as a vas^n of moon'tdkifig 
propensiU^, Bind that by one who advQcates the cause qf ^ 
present candidate, ^t)d is ngt ashamed to style himself a n^tiv^ 
df tbe county? 
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' If at tlie next general election in 1774> tin unknown y^ung 
gentleman, ii&sident at a distance from «s, who had accident 
tally married into one of our county families, had presents- 
fed himself as a candidate in opposition to Mr. Goddard, 
hpt being himself of Wiltshire blood, merely as having mar- 
ried'a Wiltshire heiress; if he had told us pisiinly tliat it 
tras his ambition to restore to the house whicn he acquired 
by tbat <narriage the honour of representing us, but that he 
had tio i^olilical motive for requesting it ; if he seemed to 
claim the repfesentation as the dowry of his wife^ which he 
might take up at any time like the freedom of a borough, 
without the form of previous residence, or the shew of per- 
sonal qualification; if his friends boasted also of his Urge 
estate^ acquired by the marriage, in this and in other coun- 
ties; jf he and his agents also boasted that, though unknown 
to the county, yet that he had the support of government, 
(one must presume exclusively ;) and if he had confessed 
bis surprise that those who were connected with the go« 
▼ernment should take part against him ; let the natives irna* 
gime how we should at that time have eK pressed our indig« 
nation, and what decisive measures we 'should then have 
ad^ted to vindicate tbe' independence of the county. 

That one of the present candidates and his agents have 
asserted that he has the support of government, rests now 
U[k)n the public uncontradicted testimony of Mr. W. W. 
Salmon, a gentleman who enjoys the confidence and esteem 
of ev^ry freeholder to Wiiom he k known* 
' I wish that some intelligent person would explain what 
the candidate could have meant by mentioning tnat he had 
the support of government. Was it to terrify or to convert 
the freeholders for whose information it was intended ? The 
tn^ii of Wiltshire are net ejisily to be intimidated ; nor is 
Iheit fidelity t^ the state to be (H>u^^c^* Are any of theift 
Adverse to lihe happy establishment of the reigning family, 
^r dli^sed to shake any one of the bulwarks of the consti-^ 
tdtioiif.Has any person who is adverse to that establish^ 
tnent and. t6 tboee bulwarks presamed to present himself for 
their choice? — >! expect an smswer to these inquiries from 
scMtat native of the coaoty. 

I do not believe that the present government woald exert 
its influence ih fftvoui* of any of our candidates ; or tbat any 
ofne ^f Iheni i% miiift mefitoriovs io the viei? of government 
th^a aMtiker; I tr««t 'dtAt tteitbar of tiieni «aa be justly 
Mspetted of diBbffecti<>n to the^sovendign, or hostiUty to any 
6f the ^Hoeiples of the ookisckuiioo* If it be otherwise^ let 



6» 

the aeoDsaUGfQ be plainly inade^ that it may be plainly Bn* 
swered ; but let it not be insinaated, till it h, made, tbat 
political connection has rendered one candidate raore. loyal 
than hi» opponent, or that the present ministers would 
prostitute their power or their influence in favour of any 
candidate in direct violation of our undoubted privileges. 

I take my leave of you at present, Mr. Editor, not doubt-* 

ing that the common cause of all the freeholders will be 

triumphant, and that the natives of Wiltshire will rejoice lu 

th^ success of their native candidate. ^ 

1 remain^ Sir, your constant reader, 

THE OLD MOGN-RAKER. 
Svcwdon^ April 1 7, 1 8 1 8. 



WILTSHIRE ELECTION. 

The friends of Mr. Long Wellesley have directed me re* 
spectfully to inform the public, that they intend dining at my 
house (the Castle Inn, Marlborough;) on Friday the 8 th of 
May, at four o'clock. 

THOMAS COOPER. 

Tickets 5s. each, to be had at the principal Inns through- 
out the county. 



To the Freeholders of the County^ of WiltSn 

" Let independence o'er the day preside ; 

" Propitious power ! my patron and my pride." 

Gentlemen, 
The Salisbury Journal of yesterday contains a. letter signed 
^ The Old Moon-Raker," in which I am attacked in a yefy' 
singular way. I believe I know the writer; and if I am righli 
in my conjecture, thought 1 have only a slisbt acquaintance 
with, yet 1 have a great respect for, him. 1 shall therefore 
reply to him with more courtesy than I would have eicercised 
to almost any other man who had accused me so unjustly, 
and questioned me in such an authoritative way. I am ac« 
cused of ^' assailing him .with reproachful language," and 
'^ Xkf accusing him as a man of mooo-raking propensities;'- 
also of ^' boasting to be myself exempt from sucb propensi- 
ties." Now it happens that my letter .was printed at War* 
minster on Friday the tenth of April ; how then could it be 
" an attack on the principles*' or " propensities" contained in 



6& 

ttie leitfer'of ^^ An OM Moon-Rakeir/' which was opt published 
till the subsequent S^I)day, and which I neither saw nor 
heard of till the Monday ? As to my boasting of being ex^ 
empt from moon-raking propensities, if mt words have any 
meaniifg, they convey a sisnse precisely ihe reverse of that 
which is imputed to them :-^read and judge-^*^ 1 request 
your indulgence if I have betrayed any moon-raking propen* 
skies^ relying on yopr partiality to excuse them, as I am^ 
bond fide, A Native.'^ So much for the trilth and justice of 
these charges I I am well satisfied that ^' The Old Moon- 
Raker'^ is too honourable a man to have recourse to inten* 
tional misrepresentation ; but by some means or other he has 
fallen into a great mistake; from which you may judge hovT 
easily the gossipins chit-chat. among professional agentsV as 
'to Mr. Long Wel7esley*s threat- of Treasury, interference 
might have been misrepresented or misunderstood* As to 
moon*rakingy I must confess I have no desire to share in tbel 
'' ^lory" of it; at the same time, I have no objection to be 
fanked with the men of Cannings, who formerly mistook the 
moon for a skim cheese^ but when they hold up to us a skim 
cheese, and insist^ on our taking it for the moon, I pity the 
weakness of their' sight, and regret that they have not had 
recourse to spectacles, though I cannot consent to partake of 
their delusidn^ On the subject of independence, our ideas 
Inaterially differ : — " The Old Moon- Raker," may perhaps 
approve the revival of " Club-Law,^' which for forty years 
kept our comity in subjection; — he may possibly have an in* 
fluence in the societies from which it emanated, and may feel 
bis consequence abridged from thdr loss of power :--^thus Ats 
partialities may be accounted for. But is this the sort of in- 
dependence which you, the great body of freeholders, desire? 
Is there in this mode of election, such a freedom of choice as 
unpr^udiced persons would deem satisfactory? Do you 
\iris|h to resume the trammels from which Mr. Methuen re- 
leased you i Will you sit down quietly and see half a dozen 
8elf*delegated persons appoint your two Representatives in 
parliament? It cannot be, I have no secret person to an- 
swer: — Let who will be your representative, I shall get 
nothing by your choice ; — 1 show you where the danger lies, 
that you may preserve your independence ; if, however, you 
prefer another forty years of Egyptian bondage, I shall not 
disturb you in it; — ^* Let the dog return to his vomit, and 
the sow to her wallowing in the mire/' Perhaps you are not 
aware how the election used to be conducted, — I will tell 
you ;— When Mr. Goddard resigned, the club at Beckhainp- 



ion met;-^tw6 yanng men of large iBiideJl eitixtfe Mf/^rte^ 
lo be present, but not bfeing* then doly ittitiat?*d, were clii^ 
niissed from the room ;— the idoor» iVere closed on the Dftfti 
and bia:-wigs; — they continned for some time in close dWatt; 
lill at length Mr. Richard Long was annoam!ed as the fie^ 
Inember tor the county, and was retnrned accordingly. If 
^nch were the effects resulting from the glorious sti-uggle of 
.1772, in sucii glorrous straggles I have no ambilion to 
participate.' 

I belong to no political party ; for I have lived long enoiigli 
to see, that thongh the different parties in fhe state use such 
a jargon of words towards each other, as may be best suited 
to their relative situations, yet when they get into power, 
tliere is but little difference in their actions. I tim sratisfied 
that let who will be minister, he ifrill never dare to attempt 
«ny infringement of our liberties; on this ground I consider 
we have nothing to fear. But I wish to see my brother free- 
holders sheltered from the over-bearing influence of the 
**' proud man dressed in a little brief aothority," whidii hat 
been lately exercised on their very thresholds. I am as miich 
attached to the land we live in, and have as high a spirit of 
independence, as ^' The Old Moon-Raker,** or any of thosfe 
ivho are so clamorous in their opposition to Mr. IiOtig 
Wellesley. I am not indeed a great landholder; norhavjB 
I fattened on a good place ; nor am I manoeuvring for a re- 
'ceiversbip.^ I am only a poor freeholder, and in breeding up , 
a large family, have submitted cheerfully to great privations; 
nut (except in the interchange of neighbourly civilities)! 
never in my life asked a favour of any man. ITie contest It^ 
1772 forms no parallel with the present; then, two or three 
•peers, with the Lord- Lieutenant at their bead, attempted to' 
impose on the county a man who was undoubtedly toost re- 
spectable, but always unpopular.- — The combination nom 
existing is of another description; it consists of a knot of 
v« Petty tyrants, whose scant domains gedgrapher ne'er noticed ;** 

^ome of whom have "been canvassing for Mr. Wellesfejr^ 
opponent with the confident air of magisterial authority- 
Mr. L. Wellesley is supported by the Long family, as 

*ihi^ht naturally be expe<5ted; but they have not the wish, 
nor'do tbey pretend to the power, of forcing a representative , 
on the coiinty. Mr. John Long did not give his support to 

'Mr. Wellesley, till he was convinced of his independence, 

. and of his fitness in every respect to represent us in parlta- 
ikieot. Mr. Richard Lon^ has such reasons for his oppositbti 
to Mr. Benett, as would determine any man placed in similai* 



cir;cuq:\stiB^pices. Tbe opposition to Mr.. Loiig Wellesley if 
waspish, petulant, overbearing. Mr- Be.net t is a very re- 
Sipectable /Dap; J do not dispute it. I have no wish to dis- 
cu«s bi^ nieritp. But I cannot for my life (discover that b^ 
has any of those high-flying pretensions which his friends 
C9lcu!at,cd would annihilate Mr. Long WeUesley*s expecl;a- 
Uons at a blow. Mr. hong Wellesley had been represented; 
W me in the moist pdious light; ail bad qualities without ji 
*i«gje good oni? to redeem them ; conseqgently a most an-.; 
fyvpuraW^ impressioa wap produced qp my mind. Cbar^ce 
gftve me an opportunity of inquiripg JQto bis char^ter as a 
buafeand, which ba4 been particulfirly censured, I fpund ijt, 
t^ be ^^Kemplary, and perfectly satisfnctpry to the person 
most interested. On other points' the farther I have in^t^if^dt* 
ibe more reason I have seen for approving him. Hisoppo- 
nentf have traducied and vilified him in tl^ grossest way ;> 
persons in , authority have obtained votes against him Jby a^'i 
§ertir}g that he 'is an. Irishman ; and by private acandal which- 
1 .will not disgrace myself by repeating. He is declared iq, 
beiuqfit to represent the cpunty, because he did -^oot in his 
ftrsi address bluster i^boni independence; and .is to h^disr. 
&aochised for the equivocal wording of an advertittement.. 
I have talked to ai3Kj questioned him; — I haVeJcfequiredpf 
thpse who know .hiax well, and 1 firmly believe hijwi to bed» 
man of the strictest independence.. That he has faults like 
other men, there is no doubt; he does not pretend tP h^ 
9iore, .andh^ does not intend to pass for les3 than a. man. 
C^* Homo supi-f humuni mhil a .me alienum pulo") If JUy 
noctiofiis of independence are incorrect, let them be fiaotro* 
verted. For Mr. Long Wellesley personally, I feel.no athec 
interest than ^ wish to ^e justice done to bis character^ 
«ifhich has been^ most shamefully al>i;i«ed, T hav.e UQt .prOf 
mised to vote for him; nor have 1 solicited a single voteidot 
bis favoupp I advise ypu no\v as I did in roy forn:ier letter, 
** do jjot suffer yourselves to be hood^.winked ;" " open youa: 
eyes, .and hce'* on which side the exercise pf Qverbeariog irvf 
fljueuce i»attempted ; compare the jtvvo candidates.; sift tlieai 
M«ll, examine their q!jaKfication$„2^nd take him that js ipost 
likely to. do honour to your choice. In <;onckision, 1 repeat 
my former observation — I respect the gentleman vVbotignft 
huBself " An Old Moon-Raker;'' but I shall not be iutiin'i- 
tiaicd. la .defending myself, 1 have made use .of those 
weapons which ** time and chance" "prQs«n.ted to me ; IjshaU 
also do the same on any simiJai* pccasion.in future. 
{ .1 remain, ^entkuaen> yom: faithlW fn&id, . . 

A' NATIVE. 
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To the Independent Electors of the County of Wilt9^ 
Gbntlemen, 

However averse I may be from thus obtrodipg myself on 
your notice, it is the opinion of my iPriencIs that I am impe- 
riously called on to do so/ by the publication of a hand-bill^ 
addressed to you, under the signature of Mr. Lon^ Welles^ 
ley, and circulated in the couseof the last we^k; masmucli 
as that hand*bill has b^en construed, by many persons, intq 
a charge against me of being the author of a false report* 

If in the circulation of the report to which Mr. Wellesley 
alludes, there has been any misrepresentation, it has not pro- 
ceeded from me — I am ndw only anxious to shew that I haTe 
not made, or authorised, any statement whidb is not warrant*? 
ed by fact!?. ' 

For the vindication, therefore, of my own character, and \pi 
deference to th& opinion of my friends. Jam induced to trou- 
ble you with a detail of the circumstances which have eiven 
rise to the report, of which Mr/Long Wellesley cpmpTainS;^ 
and in which I shall endeavour to be as concise as possible. 

Previous to the last Assizses, I, as well as many of my 
friends, promised support to Mr. Benett, as a Candidate to 
represent the coiinty ; and at his request ^personally intro* 
duced him to many' of my neighbours in Devizes, but with* 
put asking for, or in any manner attempting to influence (Ei 
single vote'; and all this wa^ done before any other pander; 
date had offered* 

If I was thus enabled to do a service to Mr. Benett, I aiii 
indebted for it solely to the mutual good will which subsists 
betwieep me find nsy neighbours; for 1 thus publicly assert that 
I never in the slightest manner attetnpted, directly or indirectr 
ly, tb avail myself of any influence, which my holding an 
office under ' government might be supposed to give; know- 
ing that such an attempt;^ if made, would have been improper. 

Little as I had done, however, I had soon reason to believe 
^la^Mf. Wellesley was displeased.— During the Assizes, I 
was told, by a very respectable friend who is one' of Mr. 
Wellesley's professional agenb, that Mr. Wellesley said to 
liim^ '^ I have the support of government; and you may tell 
every one sp."-^And after asking if he knew Mr. Salmon I 
and being answered in the aflS^mgitive, Mr. Wellesley added, 
^*T^11 him 1 have seen his friend Lord Sidmbuth, and that I 
have been to the Treasury, and have taken care of,him there ;'^ 
or words to that efFeiatl ' 

Indicnant at this message, I personally remonstrated with 
Mr. Wellesley, who disclaimed any offensive intention, and 
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^leclared that he meant a tautionani not a threat* Jn expla- 
nation of this he told nie that he had been at tbe Treasury, 
Qnd.was promised support; that he was asked who was his 
agent at Devizes^ ai\d that he lamented he could not havi; 
my services, for that I was assisting M r. Benett ;-^an which 
it was pbserved that I ought not to interfere; and it was. a 
^aution,An consequence of this observation, which he wished 
to comn^unicat^, 

. On my return from Salisbury, however, I was informed 
i:tf various expressions used by another of Mr. Wellesley's 
agents, which confirmed my first impression, that more bad 
been intended than an unnecessary caution; and in partidur 
lar, a gentlenian (on whose accuracy I fully rely) informed 
me that the agent alluded to had asserted to him on the Wth 
instant^i^ih^i Mr. Wellesley.had shewn him a letter from Mr* 
Arbuthnot, one of the Secretaries to the Treasury, enclosing 
9l copy of a letter whicl) h^ (Mr. A») had written to me. 

After receiving this intelligence, I though it right to com* 
municate all the circumstances to a friend, for the purpose of 
making some inquiry of Mr. Arbuthnot on the subject: That 
friend has since furnished nie with a letter written to him, by 
Mr. Arbuttinot (datedihe \4th inst,) in whict^ he says that'' it 
\^ perfectly /rwcthat Irfr, Wellesley called upon him, and did 
Qbject to my conduct on account of my interference in an 
election ;*' addiqg that '^it was not true that he Kad written 
to Mr. Long WeJlesley on the subject, or that as yet he had 
writtien to him at all; apd that there never was a thought of 
calling me to account for my proceedings." 

Having thus stated the facts lyhich occurred, J must leave 
yoUy gentlemen, to form your own conclusions. 

1 assure you that it is with great rel-uctance that I have 
thus ^re^passed on your patience : — And 1 remain, gentlemen. 
With every seiitiment of respect, your very faithful servant, 

Dpizts, 27th March, 1818. W. W. SAL'MON.^ 



To the Editor qf the Salishury Gazette. 
Sir, 
When I addressed to you the letter inserted in your paper 
pf the l6th instant, t expressed myself with a moderation 
nvhich I had hoped would have secured me from any fur^" 
tfaer attack, and L therefore declared that 1 should not again 
intrude myself on the public. . 

Mr. Long Wellesley, however, seems determined to drag 
me into notice; and although the address (o the freeholders 
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which I had suppressed, may not contain the precise charge 
which he mentions, yet as he calls it into public light, 1 fef I 
bound to answer the call, and accordingly now send it for 
yoor insertion. 

In this address I have stated Facts, kaving it to others to 
reason on them. — ^The message which I there mention to have . 
received may be explained to others (as it has beien to me) to 
be "altogether a joke." The other circumstances may also 
be explained away as Mr. Wellesley chooses — I care not bow 
—nor with what success ; but, to retort his own words — who- 
ever may venture to contradict a single fact asserted by me, 
on my own knowledge in this paper '*^is guilty of untruth/' 

No such private circulation of this document as Mr. Wel- 
lesley mentions, can possibly have taken. place. — It is true that 
J pave a single copy to a few of my friends (in which terra I 
feel proud to reckon many of the ** Quorum") and aniongst . 
others to one gentleman, who is also a frieti J of Mr. Welles* 
ley, and wJiose interference was a chief cau$e of the circula- 
tion being stopped. Thus far and no farther, was the circula- 
tion authorised by me. 

Mr. Wellesley says that I have no right to knaw how 
Treasury influence may be employed. I repeat that, on the 
present occasion, 1 do not believe that it has been emplojred 
at all. Mr. Wellesley may explain, if he pleases, what i*. 
meant by a candidate's having ** the support of the govern- 
ment/' — I know not, and it is no part of my duty to inquirci 
. As to' Mr. Wellesley's boasted independence, as I have not 
attacked it, so I have no inclination to accept the defiance 
offered me. ♦ Let him have the full benefit of the character to 
which he lays claim; I only claim, on my part, to be consi-r 
dered as an independent man, who knows the duties imposed 
oh him by every station which he may fill ; and who, whilst 
be acts according to those duties, is resolved not be intimi- 
dated by -any one. . - ^ 

1 am glad that I unconsciously, furnished cause for merri- 
ment by my J'acetiousness ; and I earnestly hope that the 
county .at large will have no reason to consider the term 'Con- 
test* in a more serious light. 

Had I, in Mr. Wellesley's elegant phrase, "paraded the 
streets of Devizes" mlh him^ he would pei'haps have consi- 
dered the quotation from Blackstone's Commentaries, with 
which he has favoured my ignorance, to have been unoeces* 
sary. It is, however, somewhat recnafkable that a iegislator 
should refer tp an ejeinentary book,as authority for that .which 
^au pqly.be law by the enactments of particular Acts of Pau>* 
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IhmetiU As I happen to have periiseS.ihe celebrated author 
itt question^ and referred to the statutes which can alone sup- 
port his position, long before 1 knew Mr. Wellesley, F d«» 
not tieed the hint (whether it be a menace or a caution) which 
he has in this manner conveyed. / 

Whatever part t may think proper to take on this or any 
other occasion, I shall neither be ashamed nor afraid to 
avow it. 

fioping that I shall have no further call to occupy thci 
columns of your paper, 

I am, Sir, jour obedient servant, ' 
Devizes, April ^Oth, 1818. W. W. SALMON. 

Wheiie;as Ihave been credibly informed that Mr. BetieU 
and his agents have in their canvass for this county, made 
use of my name in a way which has urged me to give the 
following ^ri/c statement of what has passed between -Mr^ 
Benett and myself, respecting Enfcrd Farm, in vindication of 
my credit and reputation, as well as to deny the false and 
untrue statements Mr. B. and his agents have made so pub* 
li^: — ^^In the year 1813, I • made repeated applications ta 
Mr. B. that 1 could not hold bis farm without a reduction of 
rent ; and that I hoped he would not deceive me, after the 
declaration he had made to me and my friends at the time 
of taking the farm, and so often repeated since, that if the 
farm would not do, he would make it. The only answer I 
could get, was, that he would abate no rent ; but if I chose 
I fnight give up my lease. I called on my brother-in-law, 
Mr. Eden, of Poulshott, on the €4th of July, 18i6, to ac-» 
company me to the Bear Inn, Devizes, to meet Mr. B. anit 
try if 1 could get some allowance. We accordingly met 
Mr. B. and after stating to him the money I had sunk, and 
was daily sinking,. I hoped he would consider and make good 
hi« repeated »promises. His reply was, "I am well aware^^ 
Fi&her, that you cannot pay the Vent in times like the pre-t 
sent, except it is out of your property, as the farm will no^ 
Viore than pay the taxes and expenses ^ but as the farm has 
been made^ of so much notoriety, 1 will not abate my rent.'* 
I then said, as I had been at so much expense in improving 
the farm, and particularly in jhe hawlage in making the new 
water meadow, I'did not like to leave it, and would take it 
at a valuation of two persons. He said, " No; he knew how- 
to value, and no pei*sons should value for him." I then 
ifffered to take' it at a corn rent ; he replied, " he did nut: 



)ik^ corh rents ; and that it he could not get the pceseni 
rent, he would make lark leases of it, as he could not stock 
it himself/' Mr. Eden then said, if that is the case, Mr« 
Fisher, you had better give tip your lease, which I imme- 
diately did. Now, in reply to the false assertions madd. 
against my credit, by saying I owed JVlr. B. j£*5000, I have 
to state that when the first three half year's rent became due/ 
I had to pay Mr. B. as follows: — at the close of the 1st: 
half year, the sum ^^f jg38 10*. 5d. instead of £630. ; at the 
close of the ^d, ^377 lOs. %d. instead of £6S0. ; and 
^149 6(f. at the close of the third, instead of «£630.; when 
I overpaid him £l^ 6s. Sd, which Mr. B. did not return, but 
kept it towards the next half year's rent; .although I was 
continually paying tradesmen's bills, for alterations, and 
his gamekeepeir's wages ; so that I was payitig my rent the 
first two years before it became due,— Al>out three weeks 
before the above meeting, I gave Mr. B. a joint note at four 
months for «£lOOO, whlcn with my account for money paid 
for expenses, nearly paid my, rent to Michaelmas following; ' 
and .Mr. B. was to' fix an early day to go over Mr. John 
Hay ward's valuation again (though Mr. B. had agreed before, 
that Mr. H. should do for both) when what balance was due 
to Mr. B. was to be paid ; but I did not bear any thing more 
till the 19th of December. I then received a letter from 
Mr. Benett's attorney, requesting me to remit him £500,, 
as Mr. B. said there was a considerable balance still due^. 
I therefore sent my accQunt, and £\96 6s, 5di. (being the 
full balance of my rent till Michaelmas) saying, at the same 
time, that at Lady-day, when the other half-year's rent be- 
came due, it should be paid. On the 1st of April, lB17y 
Mr. Eden, with my attorney and myself, met Mr. Benett's 
agent at the Deptford Inn, whei;e a final settlement of my 
debt to Mr. Benett was made; and the balance <£694 13^. 
was paid, though not due till the 6th of that month. I am 
thu's particular, as 1 understand Mr. B. did make out a very 
false statement of my account with him, and handed it about 
among his friends, 4n which Fie debited me, perhaps to th« 
imaginary amount he and his agents have promulgated. Bat 
what will the publicthink, when I tell them I have not yet 
received the amount for part of clover seed sown at Mr. B.'s 
request; or for fixtures valued to him on the premises when 
I left. 1 must also observe on the liberality of Mr. B. that 
before I took the farm, he employed the going-off tenant to 

(lough the land in the usual course,'and I paid for work done; 

>f Mr. Pocock upwards of of 500. What was the case on 



t 



73 

any going off? Why. Mn B. would not ^uffei' me to plongh 
an acre, unless I would do it at 9.?, per acre, >vhich every 
fanner knows could not be done. I, however, offered to do 
it at any person's valuation, rather than my horses should lay 
«till, which was also refused. 

AUcannings, April 2L JOHN FISHER. 



To the FreeluMers of the County of Wilts. 

^.A whip for the horte, a bridle for the ass, and a rod for the fooFs back." 

— — Solomon* 

^ Forty stripes save one, but that one the heaviest of them all." 

Gbntlemen^ 

Xou will recollect, thteit in the letter which I first addreJJsed ' 
to you, I endeavoured to bring before you the several Can- 
didates for your representation, and the grounds on which 
they severally rested their pretensions. Your present mem- 
ber founding his claim upon the line of conduct he had 
pursued in Parliameint^ Mr. Benett, upon his knowledge of 
the local interests of the county, and upon that iodepeiidence 
of mind which he bad ever manifested; the third, Mr. Long 
Wellesley, upon his large interest in your soil, and upon his 
having supported from a consciousness of their propriety,' 
those princi{)les which you have ever made the criterion of* 
your choice in returning your representatives. 

The conduct of your present men) ber, Mf. Methnen, having 
been proposed by himself for your consideration, to make' 
that conduct the subject of discussion,- ^^as but fulfilling the ' 
%vishes of Mr. Methuen himself; be called for investigation ;v 
he put himself upon his trial; the appeal was mad^ to you, 
gentlemen, who in this case unite in yourselves the important' . 
functiqns, both of the juror and the judge» 

The inquiry had no sooner commenced than one of his 
agents denominated the mode of conducting it, ''contempti- 
ble,'" ascribed the proceeding to " improper influence," and' 
its design to an object, which never came within the compass 
of his (the writer's) imagination. Having disposed of the 
two former charges iii my last letter, 1 can with as much ease, 
and with equal truth, set the other also at rest. "The ob- 
ject,", says this lynx-eyed freeholder, *Vis clearly to efffect a 
coalition between Mr. Benett and Mr. Long WeUesiley,' and 
to turn out M,r* Methuen." Now, gentlemen, you know that* 
is as much out of your power as^out of mine to turn out Mr. 
Methuen. Turmng out belongs to a much higher aulhorify 
than you or I will ev6r possess ; it belongs to the sceptre^ 

1^ 
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not to the pen— to the will and pleasure of ihc sovereign, 
not to the voice of the electors, to turn out your menaber. 
When he is turned out, gentlemen, there will be nobody irif 
it will he at your, pleasure >vhether he should be sent back to 
his place, or remain in the situation in which a dissolution of 
Parliament will place him, along with all the other members, 
of the House of Commons. Though you cannot turn hiin 
out, you can keep him out, should his condut!t in Parliament 
have been suoh as you cannot approve; or should a disregard 
of the interests, or the principles, of those who sent him first 
to Parliament^ have formed any feature of his public conduct. 
You will recollect, fi;entlemen, that I said it had ; I noticed 
the instances of it;. I could have adduced proof in support of 
it; I have been saved the trouble by his apologist, who not 
possessing the faculty of knowing (and it is difficult in an 
intricate case) what to secrete, or what to reveal, has there- 
fore presented for. your applause,^ what can only merit your 
censure. Instead of replying to what I had asserted, he 
waves it; but in defence of his friend discloses something 
which you or 1 had never dreamt of, and which goes, farther 
in establishing the political turpitude of Mr. Methueo than 
eyen his piost zealous opponents could have desired.^ It is, 
however, his method pf " backing a friend,'' and we ought 
tt) "wnjpliment him on his judgment in selecting' the mode. 
I told you> gentlemen, in* my first letter, of the attempt at 
poptilarit}' which was made by Mr. Methuen on his first ap-. 
pearance in the House of Commons, by reviving a subject 
i¥bich had undergone the fullest consideration ; and the re^ 
new^l of which presented no prospect of advantage to the 
party mpst deeply interested. Unfortunately f6r him, his debui 
gave no indications of growing excellence; but, on the con-- 
trary, it displayed an ignorance of forms, a vacuity ofjudg-* 
* i^ent, and an absence of that eloquence which can alone iui-« 

E?$s the listless, and subdue the obstinate. . it was a subject, 
WjBver, which always occasioned the mover to be noticed; 
ere was not a tea-table where the gossips had not some-r 
thing to say about Mr, Methuen ; some commending his 
pity, others his zeal, and all of them lamenting that his folly 
should have secured the failure of the chiviurous attempt I 
-^rhe in fa^t became the shuttlecock of the company, flying 
•with the feathers of others; kept in motion by the tongues 
of the busy and the trifling, and who, whether about some- 
thing or nothing, must be always in motion. The love of fame 
' >5 an universal passion ; and we cannot but grieve that Mr. Me- 
t.huen^ in bjs pursuit after it, unfortunately mistook the road« 



4n his conduct on this occasion there wad something foolish } 
his apologist, however, the ** Wiltshire Freeholder/' has 
turned it'into crime I — ^'^ He defended her," says his friend, 
" whom in his conscience he honestly believed to be an in-, 
jured princess.*' What a libel is this, gentlemen, on Mr. 
Methuen! or else, what a conscience must he have, even 
when acting honestli/! In tlie course of a few days, gentle- 
inen, you will find that he joined those very ministers,, whom 
in his " conscience he honestly'* believed to be the oppressors 
of that •' injured princess!" Call you this a backing of vour 
friends, Mr. Freeholder? " A plague of such backing i" 

Gentlemen, I have said that it was in a few days that Mr» 
Mcthuen's conscience became a little more accommodating, 
though nothing to warrant such an assertion appeared before ' 
the public till now;, his apologist, the ''Wiltshire Free- 
holder," has placed the matter beyond the possibility of a < 
doubt. ' The first tim^ that that gentleman appeared before 
the public after his maiden attempt, ,was as before stated in. 
seconding the address to the Regent^ the very person whom 
his former motion was intended to vilify and degrade. — ^Now 
you find him all devotjon, all wonder, gratitude, and love; 
ready to exclaim with the old German scullion of George the. 
Second, " My master be de besttsi prince in de known vorld!** 
JSovf, gentlemen, it would be trifling with you, were I to at- 
tempt by reasoning to convince you that these remarkable 
changes do not take place in a moment; there must be some 
preliminary steps, some little arrangement^- a littlie backing 
of the waggon before you can make a complete turn. And 
so it was here : Mr. Methuen made overtures to the minis- 
ters, oflTered to become their most obedient, faithful, and 
devoted servant; and, in the case to which 1 have referred^ 
actually appeared as such. I do not like Brougham nor his 
principles; but 1 wish every Wiltshire freeholder to read his 
itiembrable speech on that occasion ; it is above all price to 
you, gentlemen, on the present occasion; it lays open to 
your view what ought never to be concealed —the motives 
which influence the conduct of a pliblic servant. Paul 
heard it; it produced a change; it turned him into Felix — he 
** trembledy* and as saon as he found a " convenient season*^ 
he gave Mr. Brough&m to understand, that if he would pro- 
mise not to chastise him any more, he would desert his 
masters, and become for ever and a day Aw most obedient 
and faithful servant ! Ah ! the rod makes good children! 
And Paul, rather than undergo another castigation, deter- 
irtined to forego the hope of place, the more distant one of 
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pemion, aod the still more remote prospect of /tf/if. Title f 
ay! titlel And why not? Jjord methner?, afCor^fiam, in 
the county of^fVilts! , What a dash ! " Things childish please 
the child;" but Mr. Brougham's speech coippeUed Paol to 
think himself a man, and to "pot away childish things.'^ 
Ccrtaia it is, that in two or three days after be had appeared 
as the addresser of the Prince Regent, on the Treasury Bench^ 
fend in the ranks of ministers, he went to the " right (excuse 
the phrase, it should be to the wrong) about," and joined the 

^ standard of their opponents ! Now, gentlemen, we come to 
the point — ^you shall have it in the '*Wilt»hire Freeholder'* 
own words: " For thds daring (what a drtmdful daring]} 
to emancipate himself from the shackles with which minister* 
flattered themselves they had bound him,"8cc. Now, gentle- 
men, attend carefully to these expressions; they are of un* 
portance to you at the present time, especially as coming 
from the apologist of Mr. Methuen. You know, gentlemen^ 
although there is balloting on land when they want to recruit 
the militia, although there is pressirig on land and wateir 
when they want seamen, there are na such things as press, 
warrants issued in St. Stephen'* chapel, tje must he a vo* 
lunteer; there is no such thing as dragging in by the hair of 
the head; and I won^t allow the devil to be blamed for itj> 
1 have better dutbority : *' Every man is tempted when he i* 
drawn away by his own lu6t,"&c. It was so in this case. I 
have scarce patience to look at it ! — ** Bound with shackles t 
flattered themselves they had bound him !" Then he had 
put his* feet in the stocks ! he had ran his head through the 
collar! they could not force him against his will to be bound !;. 
before his indentures were signed ; does his fanaed apologist 
mean to say that be had not his month on liking f How could 
they birid him, unless he had 'first bound himself? How 
eauld ministers^a^^er themselves that they had bound him^ 
unless he had first flattered them into a belief of it? The 
only way which he can save him (and a pretty way it isj is- 
by asserting that he flattered ministers into a belief that lie 
would be their most obedient humble servant, in order that 

he might afterguards ftc^rcj^ them ! Tihis was his object ia 

Jutting on the shackled according to the ^Viltshire Free- 
older, and this he calls a defence ^Mr. Methuen ! ^ Is this 
thy kindness to thy friend i Call you this a backing of your 
friends i a plague upon such badyingl** Who is tne Mar- 

Elot naw i The observations 1 had made in my first letter 
ad only in view the public conduct of Mr. Methuen, what 
was above board; natbjlng that had happened under the 
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table; I referred onl}' to public acts, never to '' secret negocia- 
tions;" and you, Mr. Marplot, officiously step forward, 'Mike 
a blockhead, add let the cat out of the bag, by telling what I 
am bounct to suppose you believe to be the real truth.*' 

Oentfemen, 1 defy the "Wiltshire Freeholder" to prove 
that Ministers ever made an overture to Mr. Methuen ; it 
was on his part that the overture was made; had they en- 
listed him in their service, they would have taken care to 
have srecured him; they don't play so. uncertain a game; 
they are birds of too old a feather to be caught with chaflF! 
They never thought Mr. M.. worth their while: I tell you 
now what I told you before, that. ** his talents never Awalcen- 
.ed fear." — His conduct originated with himself; it was ai( 
a free-will offering ; he put the collar on himself; '* he bowed 
his shoulder to bear, and became a servant to tribute-'* But 
disappointed in his expectations, he hitches the burthen 
off, and begins kicking at what he had solicited to carry. 
Brougham hud applied. bis beak and his spurs so successfully, 
that o^r Wiltshire bantam started, and when pursued and 
overtaken, he most manfully thrusts his head under the wing 
of his conqueror^ where it has since remained, and the only 
privilege that is allowed him (in order that his friend may 
know that he U alive, and where he may be foundj is now 
and then to poke his head out from among the feathers, and 
crqw '^ hear! hearT This gentleman is the candidate who 
now solicits on the grounds of such conduct your support at 
the ensuing election. , 

You will mistake me very much, gentlemen, if you sop* 
pose that in objecting to Mr. Methuen's conduct in the 
House of Commons,,! mean to impress on your minds, thai 
there cannot be a virtuous opposition to the measures of any 
government: 1 am far, very far from it ; 1 am far fcom sup- 
posing that any government is infallible; ** to err ishuman,"^ 
and the liability of man to err as an individual, is communi- 
cated by him to the society of which he becomes ^ member; 
and though there is less danger of a deviation from rectitude 
in large bodies; though '* in the midst of counsellors there 
is wisdom;" yet there are- also prejudices, a diversity of 
Tiews, and of feelings corresponding with those views. That 
in such a society division and opposition should arise i» 
evident; it is connected with its operations ; it is the foun- 
dation of its character; it is a proof of its integrity ; it is 
essential to its existence. This opposition, however, ceases 
to be a good and becomes an euV, the instant that it is ren- 
dered sabservient to party iuHuenee and intrigue; it cease* 



'78 , 

to be honest the. moment it is reduced to a si/siem ; for how- 
ever important to the interests of the country any measure 
may be in itself, it is held but as an object of minor import- 
ance, when compared with the quarter frotn whence it comes; 
or with the person who proposes it; and though essential to 
the best interests of the state, these and these alone are suf- 
ficient to secure to it the most decided opposition. It is thc5 
triumph of party, not of principle, that is the first motive in 
all such associations; it is the attempt at ascendancy, rather 
than the jsjood of the cQuntry, which governs their delibera- 
tions.— Faction is the worst of tyrants ; its bonds are strength- 
ened by numbers, and ri yetted by exfemple. The moment 
a man inters their ranks he becomes a Save ; he ceases to be 
free^: and were his country proposed 'as the sacrificei the 
victim must be offered at their shrine. To prate after this 
of independence is a mockery ; it is compromised, surrendered ! 
A greater insult cannot be offered to youi gentlemen, than to 
address you with the nrtme when the thing itself is gone f 
" Independent Freeholders of Wilts!" where are you to look 
for* your independence ? It lies prostrate at the feet of a 
party t6 whose principles you are avowedly hostile ! Yet it is 
sounded in your ears by the very man who-caused its degVa- 
dation/ and as if you were lost to every sense of honoui' or 
consistency, comes forward shameless to solicit your satictioa 
to the deedf He has sunk you to the level of beasts, and ' 
transferred you without troubling himself about your will 
and pleasure ! 

But, gentlemen, as a set-off against all this, Mr.Methuen's 
accuser, (for that name he deserves much more than an apo- 
logist) brings forward his opposition to the Corn Bill. With 
me, gentlemen, this was always a very equivocal proof of 
patriotism; in fact, no proof at all; and if unaccompanied 
by any ulterior proceedings, a substantial proof of hypocrisy. 
Let us examine a little the state of the question : — By the re- 
turn of peace, the consumption of grain was necessarily di- 
jninished^ by the suspension of contracts and other causes, 
leaving in the hands ofthe farmers a surplus, which they were 
vnder thq necessity of disposing of in the markets at a price 
lower than they could possibly raise it, or of keeping it by 
them until it was spoiled or devoured by vermin. The aver- 
age price of the markets throjigh the importation of foreign 
grain became so low, that the farmers found that without the 
legislature extended their protection to them they must be 
ruined. There was but one alternative : either a law must be 
passed to prevent the importation of grain, or the land* 



owners must lower their rents, — Had the land^owners done 
this, there would have been no necessity for the introduction 
of the corn bill; and 3'ou will agree with me, gentlemen, that 
this would have certfainly been the most equitable and the 
most easy, the most ^efficacious and the most grateful expe- 
dient that could have been proposed. But no, this was not 
to be done. A bill was therefore brought into parliament, 
which, striptof all its trappings, was nothing more or less, 
than a bill to enable the fanners to pay the landlords the ex- 
orbitant demands they made upon ihem. Now, gentlemen, 
fknow that Mr. Methuen opposed this bill; but if he and 
the other landholders in the house had set the laudable ex- 
apiple of lowering their estates so as the farmer could make 
a living for himself, and put by a trifle for age or sickness ; 
or if on the passing of the bill, the^ had refused the large 
rents, which their tenants had in" consequence become better 
able tdpay, saying **No, we will not take advantage of your 
security from the foreign farmer to oppress you at home, but ' 
knowing as by this measure you will be enabled to live, we 
intend by lowering our rents to convince the world that we 
mean the poor to live too." Had this been the language and 
the conduct of the opposers of the bill, I would have said 
that their opposition was honest; but as this was not the case, 
it was nothing but party prate; they opposed in a body what 
they were individually pleased with ;and not one half of those 
who joined the opposition would have voted against it, but 
they trembled at passing through Palace Yard! 6ut whether 
this were the case pr not, their subsequent conduct shewed 
that in heart they approved of^ it; the act of parliament had 
not tainted the money ; two guineas looked better than one, 
they weighed heavier and went farther. As it is upon Mr. 
Methuen's conduct in this instance, that my friend the Wilt-' 
shire Freeholder grounds his claim to the affectionate regards 
of the freeholders of Wilts, I must, in teply, make an obser- 
vation fatal to the claim : In continuing to demand the in- 
creased rent from his farmer, and opposing in parliament the 
only measure calculated to relieve him, he was guilty of great 
injustice on the one hand, and. if he did not on the immedi- 
ate passing of the bill lower his rents to the price of grain, 
he was guilty of oppression and inhumanity on the other. 
These, gentlemen, are the Jachin and Boaz of his patriotism ; 
at least, the ** Wiltshire Freeholder says so, and is stupid 
enough to suppose that by inscribing upon them " No Corp 
Bill,*' will atone for all his political delinquencies, while that 
forms one of the greatest. Tjie ycry measure itself, obnoxi-' 
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oils as the parly repesetvted it to be, originated with the land- 
holders of which ne was one; and strange to tell he lays 
claim to universal support because he has been guilty of a 
local oppression. Could this have been said of Mr. Welles- 
ley, what an outcry we should have heard; we should have 
had all the learning and all thetalentsof all the Quorumites 
busy in writing, printing, and publishing hand-bills, sticking 
^ them on the walls, pushing them under doors that would not 
open to receive them, and their friend Fulwar, dear Fulwar, 
iirould be advertising! Bat no, they have lost all this sport! 
Honourable testimony is borhe to Mr. Wellesley's consider- 
ation and care — and what a phalanx ! Shew such a band^ 
Mr. Freeholder, if you can! They come forward to give 
evidenceno Mr. Weilesley's method of opposing the corn 
bill; he did it practically, be wished to render it unnecessary, 
by reducing the rents of his fa*mers,putting it into their power 
to live, and into ours to live by them. 1 know that what £ 
am asserting is true; I have seen them and conversed with 
them, and no man can stand higher in the estimation of all 
who are connected with him, by whatever ties, than Mr* 
Wellesley. ' , ' 

Mr. Methuen's conduct with regard to the Income Tax is 
next brought foi'ward by his apologist, in proof of his patri- 
otism ; but with me, gentleman, in that scale it does not 
weigh a feather. Patriotism is unconnected with every thing 
selfish or sinister. Every friend of the minister that voted, 
for the repeal, kn<;w that he would increase his income by so 
doing.-r-Mr. Methuen's party knew; that while they increased 
their incomes, they would also embarrass the administration, 
and compel them in some way or another to violate their en- 
gagements, and prevent the designs they had formed for the 
gradual return to society of those who had been employed 
in tbe service of their country. The consequence is, that 
hordes of men thus thrown at once upon the world, have 
returned to your towns and villages, and the poor man who 
rents a cottage of ten pbunds value per annum, is assessed 
to maintain them ; and from the lawful, though rigid exac- 
tion of the rates, many have been compelled from having 
paid them to go and live upon them! The repealers have 
put the income tax into their own pockets, and they havq 
levied it on the little farmer and the mechanic in the shape 
of poor rates. Had Mr. Methueu and the rest of them low- 
ered their reiits to the amount of the income tax, and thus 
have enabled the farmer to pay his proportion of rate with 
more eas^, and increase the allowance of tbe indigent, 1 would 
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have chimed in with the "Wiltshire Freeholder;" but as this 
is a blessiQgin reversion, I shall say no moreahont it at pre*' 
sent. Mr. Wellesley's father is one of the king':) ministers, 
and interested in the existence of the tax, as far as respected 
the measures of gbvernment. Mr. Wellesley, the worthy 
candidate for the oounty, on that occasion, divided against 
his father. For the reasons I have stated, I should have liked 
him just as well if he had divided with him. But his con- 
duct elicited a most convincing proof of the independence 
of his mind; and shewed that there may be such a thing as 
independence of mind even on the Treasury Bench, although 
the Talents have been so infatuated as to imagine that they 
have monopolized the whole cargo. If they could persuade 
you, gentlemen, into a belief of this^ their delusion would, 
attain its height; folly would resolve itself into frenzy, and 
the business of a mountebank become a reality. Mr. Wei* 
lesley's conduct on the repeal is a precedent against them, 
and ought to be cherished by you as a strong proof of the 
independence of his mind, and shews how far removed he is 
from any thing sel6sh or slavish in his principles or pursuits. 
Here the ties of blood, the bonds of friendship, the habits of 
social intercourse, were all insufficient to divert him from the 
straight line of hisxluty. However my views and Mr. Wel- 
lesley's may differ with respect to the repeal, I shall ever ad- 
mire his conduct in this instance. His was a vote, not dic^ 
tated.by party, but in direct opposition to those persons 
with whom he was connected by every tie, social and relative, - 
and who held in their hands every thing that avarice or ambi- 
tion could desire. If this be the way in which Mr. Welles- 
ley has secured what the Quorum of the plains, call *^t/id 
interest of Government/^ it has been done in a way honourable 
to both — to him who receives it, to those who confer it. 
You will agree with me, gentlemen, however, that it is a nezo 
way of soliciting favours; but great minds look only at nor- 
ble actions ; Mr. Wellesley's was of this kind, and his vote 
was lost in the admiration of the principle that produced it. . 
Gentlemen, within these few weeks, " the interest of Go- 
vernment" has been bandied about as if there was something 
hellish in the sound, something monstrous in the meaning. 
It is thought disgraceful for a candidate to refer to \t; a^ 
sbfficient cause of opposition to his interest, that he should 
be possessed of that. Gentlemen, it is thought no disgrace 
for a candidate to be truckling to a county magistrate, though 
p(prhaps a parson without a parish, or a squire without an 
inch of land, but virhat is to be found in his garden pots ! Yet 
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it is highly honourable to be seen bending the body, i>nd 
twisting the mouth, to a«k such a thing for his support ; but 
dare to mention " the interest of Government,'' they are in 
full cry after you in a moment, and this too in the ultra-* 
loyal county of Wills; and that too amongst the Quorum- 
ites, the Clubites. the addressers of Devizes, tajc-gatherers, 
' tax-eaters, and all the fraternity. Supposing to the fullest 
extent that Mr. Weliesley has the interest of Government ; 
are those actions which are common in every other connect 
tion in life to be disavowed in this, namely a preference to^ 
those we know and esteem i Can it be thought strange if 
Government should support Mr. W. his own father being 
one of the ministers? Is there any thing stmnge in the thing 
Itself? Yes ! not merely strange, 1 should almost be inclined 
from the outcry made against it to believe that there was 
something in it that excited the strongest feelings of horroiT 
and disgust. They start at the very name as if it were a 
spectre rising from the tomb, and turn np the whites of their 
eyes, as Scroggins did when he first beheld an illuminated 
turnip ! But if the government of a country be deserving of 
the esteem and reverence of the people, its support must be 
an honour, and ought to be a passport to the hearts of ail 
who are atUched to it. 1 kqow not whether Mr. W. has it 
or not ; I know it is not the foundation of his claim. It is 
the praise of a good servant to come well recommended ; a 
good man ought to have the support of the good ; I hope 
most sincerely that Mr. Weliesley will enjoy the utmost ad- 
vantage of it. To see magisuates, public functionaries, 
commanders, parsons, those very men who were to spend the 
last shilling of their fortunes, and the last drop of their bloods 
to support the government of the country, stand up and op« 
pose a man, and that merely because they suppose that he is 
identified with it, is one of those solecisBos in politics which 
1 am utterly unable to solve. 

Because I ventured to mention the names of two persons 
in whose hands 1 thought the representation of your county 
would be respectable and safe, the *^ Wiltshire Freeholder" 
discovei'S that my "object is to effect a coalition between 
them." Now, gentlemen, such a thing never entered my 
miny^. I merely stated the qualifications which 1 thought 
they severally possessed and left you to form your judgments 
as you pleased. I certainly vrish well to Mr. fieoett; I 
think he is a decided man; I think he would act steadily; 
1 should wish to see him succeed against Mr. Metbuen, but 
not against Mr. Weliesley. 1'he name of W^iie»ley~the 



83 - 

characfer— --aml^ above ail the unitierited ill treatment he has 
received, for doing what was in itself not only Uwful hue 
laudable and praiseworthy, binds me to his iiuorests. Be« 
sides I have been informed that magisterial inAuence has 
been exerted, and is now exerting to secure the return *of 
Methaen and Benelt as members of the bench ! Well as I 
like Mr. Benett, and much as I wish him success when op« 
posed to Mr. Methnen, I love the county better,, and tfTouId 
sooner see the bench broken than 1 would see Mr. Benett 
or any man so far compromise the character of' the county asi 
to accept of their services. 1 most sincerely hope that the 
report is untrue; but this will let you see by the bye, gentle* 
men, how muck I wished a coalition to take place between 
Ml'. Wellesley and Mr. Benett. I spoke in general terms 
of their several qualifications, I cordially wished them sue* 
ceis, and simple Simon could see nothing, in this but a coa« 
Jition! as if two carriages could not rnn abreast without beio^ * 
tied together ! ! You therefore see, gentlemen, that the great 
object which the '* Wiltshire* Freeholder" discovered in my 
letter, made no part of my object; while, in attemptiog to 
defend Mr. Methuen, he has most completely failed in his. 
He admits it in the very commencement of his letter ; for 
be styles my address to you a curious composition! He did 
thiS) gentlemen, to form a distinction between my letter \o 
yov, and his to the Editor of the Salisbury Gazette, which 
you will very easily discover ifs by no means a curious com* 
position, the praise of being 90 belonging exclusively to 
mine. Now what renders a thing carious ? 1*11 tell you^ it is 
accuracy ; and if in this respect my letter be curious, pray 
what occasion had the ^* Wiltshire Freeholder" to trouble 
you ad allf If he bad not told you that it was so, I have 
'endeavoured now to prove it, and from his own words have 
established the political turpitude of Mr. Methuen, much 
more dearly than I had represented it; and have shewn you 
by ttie past what yon have to expect, should you be so far 
lost to yourselves and to your country as to re-elect him for 
your representative. 

Having done for the present with tliis Freeholder, ^' tb« 
friend of Mr. Besiett,^* whom he ha» abnsed ; the defender of 
Mr. Melhuen, whom he has maligned ; 1 would advise him 
before be attempts to threaten vf'nh his rod, to discover firsts 
whether his opponent fears it or not; and above all never to 
let it go from his own" custody as he did his letter, lest it 
should (as that has been) be turned into an instrument with 
which to chastise himself. ' Gentlemen, 1 shall not call him 
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*' contemptible," because I have I trust fully proved him to 
be so ; and that even with the aid of Gog and Magog, Don 
Quixote, Sancho Panc(5, and all of them arrayed in boots 
made right and left, he is a very insufficient antagonist. 

Leaving him for a few days, I wpuld ask you, gentlemen, 
what possible motive there can be for all the hostility that is 
shewn to Mri Wellesley in certain quarters ; what it can be 
tliat has raiBed him such an host of foes? To you it is unac- 
countable — almost to me. It has its root in the dread that 
he will from the immensity of his possessions, and the re- 
spectability of his connections, reduce our little great men 
to their proper level; from the urbanity of his disposition, 
that he will compel them to be social; and, which is' the 
worst of all, by boldly stepping forward in the way he has 
done, will shew the inhabitants of the county of Wilts, the 
insufficiency of club laws, and magisterial regulations, for 
keeping in subjection the free born ; and I trust they will 
shew on this occasion the high born spirit of Wiltshire free- 
holders. These, gentlemen, are the reasons and the only 
ieasons of all the contumely that has been poured out on 
Mr. Wellesley. They have relinquished their principles for 
their party ; the county of Wilts has ever been acknowledg- 
ed loyal, I had almost said an over loyal county, yet they 
oppose Mr. Wellesley who has supported the government 
they affect to adore, and support Mr. Methuen its avowed 
opposer. The family, the name of Wellesley, possesses 
claims upon Europe, and on this country paramount to every 
other family, to every other name. A proud opportunity is 
put into the hands of the Wiltshire freeholders to testify 
their gratitude and respect for the uncle, by the cordial rc^ 
ception of his nephew. Let it not be said that when such 
an opportunity presented itself, it was slighted ; let it not b^ 
said that it was but coldly entertained. His high birth, his 
character, his connections, his princely fortune, his open, 
manly, and decided conduct, all appear to vouch for the inte- 
grity of his heart, and the purity of his professions. Heed 
not the malignity of his enemies, though clothed in the robes 
of magistracy, or the more sacred vestments of religion ; he 
defies their slander, by opposing to falsehood the breastplate 
of truths In him you will find an active, faithful, and zealous 
representative. Ihe nephew of the Duke of Wellington 
pnnot betray his trust. 

TITUS TRUEMAN. 
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To W. Lang WeUesley^ Esq. 
Sir, 
CoNCBiviNO that a general aspersion upon the Magistracy 
of the county of Wilts is conveyed to the public by part of 
a letter, having your signature, in the Sahsbury and Win- 
chester Journal of the 20th instant, we, the undersigned 
Magistrates of the County, call on you to explain what you 
mean by the '* Notorious Quorum^' alluded to in that letter^ 
and to name the persons of whom it is composed. 
We are. Sir, your hunible servants. 

Wad. Locke J. Fuller 

J. R. Grosett Mich. Joy 

J. D. Astley Edward H. Mortimer 

Thomas Hele Phipps Folwar Craven Fowle 

Charles Lewis Phipps J. Whittaker 

George Edmondstone Abm. Ludlow 

Henry Bayntun Wm. Temple 

Fulwar Craven H, Biggs ^ 

2]st April, 1818. 



To the Freeholders of the County of Wilts. 

Gentlemen, 

I AM still continuing my canvass, and receive every day 
additional encouragement to persevere. I shall soon have 
completed the pleasing duty of endeavouring to pay my per* 
sonal respects to every one of you. Wherever 1 appear I 
perceive how mu^h I am indelbted to my friends wno have 
made previous application in my favour to their neighbours 
and acquaintance. I presume to anticipate that success will 
be the nappy result of our joint exertions. 

I shall ever gratefully recollect that during my whole pro* 
gress I have been greeted by all the freeholders of this my 
native, county, to whom I was personally known, with ex« 
pressions of the utmost kindness and confidence. Even those 
who have declined to promise me their support have received 
me with urbanity and apparent good opinion. I trust that 
1 shall hereafter be considered to deserve that good opinion 
by my constant endeavour to discharge all the important 
duties upon which its continuance must depend. 

Though I cannot boast that the unanimous support of all 
the freeholders of any one extensive district has been promised 
to me, yet I cpofide in the assurances with which 1 have been 



86 

favoured ia every districLy far too Domerons and respectable 
to leave any apprehension in my mind of the result of the 
depending contest. Gentlemen, 

I shall ever remain your obliged and devoted servant, 

jlprilSi, 1818. JOHN BENETT* 



WILTS ELECTION. 

Sevehal of the leading Gentlemen in* the Hundreds of 
Dunworth and Mere, have determined to convey the voters 
in the interest of Mr. Benett to the poll, free of every expense 
to that gen tleman. — Jpril 24, 1818. 



To the Printers of the Salisbury and Winchester 
Jbumal. 

Gf.ntlemen, 

The following answer to Mr. Salmon's '' Suppressed Pub- 
lication" was written some weeks since, wben a copy of this 
Erinted paper fell accidentally into my hands, after it bad 
een presented to a freeholder, as an electioneering puff to 
obtain votes. 

Thrs document was no presented by a magistrate, illus- 
trated by notes in his own hand«writing. 

It was sny intention at that time to have poUisbcd the sip- 
piressed document, together with the foUowiog answer; b«U a 
fear of a breach of confidence arrested my tntentioD. 

With reference to Mr. Salmon, I sbail continue to feel 
desirous of expressing myseif respectfully towards him. 

It was not for the purpose of bringing him forth to pabiic 
notice, or identifying my character with any professional gen<* 
tleman, that I inserted tbe postscript to my last address ; or 
ttosfietei the unnecessary letter written by Mr. Salmon in 
coQsequence of that postscript, which aUoded to a false re« 
port; my anxious desire was iheti^ as it is ii»m^' to place my 
character and conduct in its true light before the county. 

Havrog now had an opportunity of clearly evincing to tlie 
public^ that I have neither ^iised Treasury or Governmeat 
influence, i hofite (as well as Mr* Salmon) to abandon all fut* 
fhef difiiCQiS.sioii on a subject which bas throughoot been found* 
ed on misconceptio|». 

Tbe wmersal success, and the respectfiil treatment which I 
have experienced during my canvass throughout every p»rt 
of tbe county^ place^ beyond doubt, the raiuabie estimatioo 
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in which [ am held by thie respectabk interest of thi^ great 
county.— ——I am, gentlemen. 

Your obedient humble servant, 

W. LONG WELLESLEY. 
TroTsohmdge^ April 2M, 1818. 



To the Freeholders of the Cotmty of Wilts, resident 
in the Hundreds of Crichlade^ aighworth, Staple, 
Kingsbridge, and Malmesburtj. 

Gentlemen, 

The extensive support I have received throtigho(ut the 
hasty* can V£i8s 1 have already made, the numerous unsolicited 
promises of votes which have been given my agents, toge- 
ther with those which have been personally offered to me, 
give me anopf>ortunity of returning my most grateful thanks 
to my friends in these particular parts of the county, t^ha 
have contributed so largely to place beyond the possibility of 
doubt my ultimately reahzing the highest obJ.ect of my am- 
bition — that of representing their interests in Parliament. 

The kindness generally expressed towards me, will per- 
mit my takings the liberty of requesting the favour of my 
friends to withhold their votes until I have the hononr of 
paying my personal respects to those gentlemen, whom E 
iiave not seen.— — 1 have the honour to be, gentlemen, 
Your very obedient humble servant, 

W. LONG WELLESLEY, 
Malmesburii/j Jpril2lsi, 1818. 



To W. Lang WeUesley, Esq. 
Sir, 

Although from local circumsiances we inay be (h« last to 
express oQT displeasure ai the attack made on^oiir conduct as 
a landlord, yet we trust we are hot the less anxious to offer this 
public tribute of our esteem for your high character^ which we 
so justly prize. 

We do not affirm that those unforeseen evils, or the unpre-, 
cedented distress, which has been of late so universally felt hy 
«the greatbody of agriculturalists throughout the kingdom, has 
beC9 altogether unfelt hj us; but im do affirm, thafthis 
bttithvn has beet vm^m oomparatitely light by your vrell^ 
timed and liberal fnterfertnce. 
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For these^ and otliet marks of your kind considerallion, it if, 
that we, your tenants in the county of York^^ are desirous, that 
not only the vile calumniator of your fapie should be exposed, 
but also, that the world may know your real character, and 
that the motive from which we act! is a grateful one.— 
We beg leave to subscribe ourselves, with gratitude and 
respect. Sir, your obliged Tenantry, 



, John Wilson 
W. Dunning 
Benj. Wright 
Aiin Wuiles 
Thos. Shipard 
Thos. Whorley 
Wm. Gibson 
T. Rowland 
J. Brotherton 
Geo. Parker 
York, Jpril SO, 1S18 



Geo. Pickering 
John Pick 
Wm. Parker 
Wm- Raper 
John Tanfield 
Matthew Walls 
Jos. Lin wood 
Wm. Geldard 
Jane Leeming 
. Geo. Smith 



John Coates 
Wm. Saddler 
Sam. Simpson 
Matt; Harnby^ 
Jos. Williamson 
James Husband - 
Thos. Riciiards 
Wm. Taylor 
Wm. Rutter 
Wm. Holmes 
John Pulleyn 



Sir, 



To TT. Long WeUealey, Esq. 



I AM sorry to hear there has been reflections on your cha* 
racter as a landlord. I should be unworthy the name of your 
tenant if I did not contradict such vile aspersions on your con- 
duct, as I have received from you. Sir, the greatest kindness 
and liberality ; such kindness as will always call forth my 
warmest gratitude and attachment to your person and your 
cause. 

I hope success will attend your present pursuit, and your 
wishes will be realized. 

This, Sir, is the sincere wish of your attached and faithful 
tenant, JOHN HALE. 

JN'orih Bradley, April 18, 1818. 

To the Printers of the Salisbury and Winchester 

Journal. 

GENtliEMEN, 

I should thank you to put the above letter in your paper as 
soon as possible. In so doing you will oblige your constant 
customer, JOHN HALlE. 

If there is^aiiy thing to pay for patting in this letter, yoa 
will be so good as to send the accoont by your newsman^ and I 
will discharge it. 
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To the Freeholders of the County of IVUts, resident in 
the Neighbourhood of Beading. 
Gentlemen, ' 

Tt is not.unfrequentl}'^ the custom forCandidates to boast 
of their success wjjilst seeking the favour of freeholdefrs. It 
is, however, my pe?«rffar honour and gratificatibn, to return' 
you my very sincere thanks for the success attending my can- 
vass during these two days, in which I hav« received but one 
hesitating vote, all the others being positive promises of 
support. 

I have endeavoured to pay my respects to every freeholder 
resident in Wokingham, Hurst, SwaliowfieW, Shinfield, and 
their vicinity. I request the forgiveness of any gentleman' 
whom, through ignorance of his residence, [ may not have 

visited* 1 have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

Reading, April 16, 1818. W. LONG WELLESLEY. 



To the Printers of the SaMshury and JVinchestet 

Journal. 

GliNTIiEMEN, . 

The pride with which I regard ray true Wiltshire family^ 
I shall carry with me to the grave. If Uiey should be disho- 
noured by any thing, tbcfy^w,]!!, 1 know, hie unceasingly rest- 
less till they have wiped away the stain. To use an express 
sion, which high example may render fashionable, they will 
make a merit of necessity, and ultimately triumph with un- 
spotted honour and inoependence. They have one quality 
which is essential to manliness of character, and they nev^c 
cordially attach themselves to any person who does not re« 
^mble them by possessing it — I mean the candour with which 
any one of them would acknowledge an injury which he might 
accidentally have inflicted on another, and the liberal contri« 
lion with which he would endeavour to atone for it, almost 
preventing accusation, eifectually depriving it of sharpness^ 
and pel'haps converting the accuser into a mediator and a 
friend. 

• I lately alluded to an unguarded assertion made by one of 
our Candidates, that he had the support of Government in the 
depending coiitest for the county. The assertion could not 
but be oi£nsive towfirds such of us as are most zealous of the 
independence of our county ; I expected, not that the gentle* 
man would disavow, his having made it (for that appeared im^ 
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pOBsiWe), but that he would offer to us some apology For »<i ^ 
gross a breach of the ordinary courtesy of a cafudidate ; that he 
would palliate the matter^ by stating, that in an extended can-, 
vass, soipe expression may escape the most discreet, which, m 
o^ndour, should not be distinctly marked ; that he would ap'. 
peal to our well-known liberality to mxdon and forget an 
instance of indiscretion so venial and undesigned. 

. Had such h\>ology been made, we should probably have 
forgotten the offence ; we shoujd have had proof that our cha« 
racter was known, and duly estimated, by the gentleman wba 
siseks to represent us, and we might have regarded him the 
more for the deliberate homage which he would h^ve shewn to 
our independence* 

. But vpur last journal contains a letter from the Candidate 
himself, of far different effect, I hardly confided in ocular 
demoDstratipp, when I found that it coptained no disavowal of 
the vain boast having been made, no apology for having made 
il> no explanation of circumstances to render it less ofiensire^ 
no appeal to our judgment or liberality to pardon or oTerlook 
it. instead of these things, I found an implied censure upon 
magistrates, who are said to compose a notorious quorum; a 
chsSlenge for the publication of a paper, of which we had 
never heard before ; an assertion that Mr. Salmon has no right 
to know how Treasury infiuence may be employed ; that the 
Candidate's agents were to canvass fbr him as a truly indepen- 
deni man; and, after some other matters equally unimportant^ 
eoncliiding with a quotation from Blackstone's Commentaries. 
\ Was the matter incidentally charged upon that gentleman* 
to be met or evaded *by a quotation from Blackstone'a Gomn 
mentaries ? But if Mr. Salmon, whom we all regard, had 
fi^HSgotien the stern prohibition of some obscure Act of Parliap 
fiient, by. doing something, which, as a freeholder, ht might 
lionourably do, but which, as the distributor of the staoaps^ 
"Was, for bidden him ; I do not think thata true Wiltshiregen- 
tleman, unprovoked by any other circumstance, would hastily^ 
liave assailed him with quotations from that statute in a newan 
paper of general circulation. He might privately have com*« 
acLunicated it with gentleness of remark,, such as MnSalmoa 
liimself would use towards every one,' on all occasions^ but be 
would not publicly have described him as parading the streets 
of his own town in open violation of the law. 

^ What shall we think, when it appears that Mr. Salmon baa 
violated no law, has done nothing which he had not a right to 
do, nothing derogatory from his rank as a Wiltshire gentle-^ 
aani or ihcpnsistent with his pabiic duty ? i > 
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If ilie tbioff Complained of had beeii, by hafsh construction, ' 
a violation oCsome obscure statute, rarely consulted bnt to en- 
force a penalty^ or to limit the exercise of some public privi- 
lege, how could it be fairly connected with any proceedings of 
the magistrates? Whatever may be lawfully done by Mr, 
Salmon, or whatever he is restrained from doing by parliamen- 
tary prohibition, if an unknown gentleman^ resident in another 
county^ seems to claim our representation as an hereditary or a 
matrimonial right, are -the gentlemen of the county^ who are 
the natural guardians of our common rights, to be restrained 
from expressing their sense of the indignity offered to the free- 
holders at large, because the sovereign has enrolled their names 
in the. commission of the peace? 

Mr. Salmon has published the paper which the magistrates 
are charged with having previously circulated. I hope that: 
every freeholder will attentively peruse it. There it willseeati 
to appear that Mr. Wellesley instructed one of his agents tO< 
teil every one, that he had the support of Government, that at 
the Treasury he lamented that he could not have the assistaiM^e' 
of Mr. Salmon, who was assisting his opponent; that be men*' 
tioned his having taken care of Mr. Salmon at the Treasury^ 
but.as a caii^toft rather than a threat^ but yet that be com«( 
plained to Mr. Arbuthnot, objecting to Mr. Salmon for inter-^ 
ftring ih the election, and met with no encouragement vtpoa 
aucb complaint. Let the tenor of this statement be estinurtcffc 
by collation with the more public transactionsrof the depecitiiBjgi 
contests. 

I thank the Native for his honourable n^ention of mb, thoi^b 
he is not, and probably never will be, personally acqoaintcci 
mrith me. I wish him to remember that our fricmd at Pythouse 
was the most active of the friends of Mr. Methuen on the last 
general election, and actually proposed or nominated him, Aot 
at any cbib, but at the county meeting at Devizes, and on ihi 
hustings at Wilton. Therefore, Mr. Benett may feirly parti* 
Cipa(e in the merit which he imputes to-Mr. Methu^. 

i trust, also, tJmt though he may prove a deteqiiined 

friend of Mr. Wellesli^, yet he will no mose YeprdTact any of 

the friends of that gentleman's opponent, a» ihi huA of pMy 

Jyratds, till he cansusfetfi the charge by imputing'some^injp 

incoi&istent with the character of an English gentlemaii. 

For my own part, though their domains may be very scanty^ 
and their want of fbrtune excite Ihe contempt of the NutiTCi 
who may prefer to contemplate the redundant wealth of If r. 
Wellesley; though they may be' magistnttes lis weltasinde* 
pendent jgentlemen, I hope that none of my childran ifiil blushi 
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to co-operate with ibem, in resisling tlie Candidate wlio seems 
to claim the representation as an appendas^e to the house ami 
family of bis lady, and in supporting the Candidate of unsul- 
lied and unquestioned honour, if ho solicits it upon truly inde- 
pendent principles, 1 remain, ^ntlemen, 

Your constant reader, 

Smndoij, Jpriin, 1818. THE OLD MOON-RAKER. 



To the Freeholder a of the County ofWilt§^ 

Gentlemen, # ^ 

If anonymous publications will write a man down, Mr. 
Wcllesley will most certainly be defeated ; for there were 
scarcely ever -greater endeavours at the outset of a contested 
election called into use to destroy the character (and the private 
pharacter) of a candidate, thah have been arrajred by the friends 
of Mr. Benett against one, and one only^ of his opponents. 
The fabricators of these weapons have, however, unwittingly 
benefited the cause they aspersed ; and though, like the surface 
of the stream, it has for a moment been ruffled by the filth cast 
upon it, in a moment it has pursued its unsoiled course, whilst 
their missiles h^ve mingled with the mud beneath. 

As ah independent freeholder, I would, however, ask — and 
all of us have a right to ask — wherein consists the s^uperiority 
gf Mr. Benett over Mr. Wellesley ? I mean that superiority 
which renders hirn more likely to benefit our county by his 
abUities^hh interest^ ^nd his independence? This is our maiit 
consideration ; — private character is a consideration with this 3 , 
^-but if we stop to pick holes in Mr. Wellesley's garment, I 
&ar we shall find Mr. 6enett blushing at the patch^work in his. 
. In a few words then, has Mr. Benett abilities that will rank 
him superior? P^r^/cii/ar abilities he may possess, such' as 
ajre called forth by experimental agriculture, and shewn in spe- 
culative writings ; but I very much doubt whether he possesses 
those general abilities which befit him for a county member. 
\ Has he fprtune, in or out of the county, that a county 
xnember ought to have, to supffort the increased expenses, if 
fleeted, it wtlhibrin^ upon him ? Is he of sufficient interest 
and consideration^ ior us to look up to him, in our need, for 
^flSpient ^assistance, in Parliament? And, lastly, is he so verif 
Independent ? Some two or three good-natured friends of his 
*' throw up their caps, and cry long live King Richard;'* and 
I have no doubt be ?> '^ an honourable man; so arc they all, 
f^ll hpQourable men j" but;^ tesMy^ as he has never giyen us thQ 
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slightest due to his principles and opinions as to the great 
questions of the state; it may he a question with us, why Mr, 
Wellesley's word, and the words of hii friends^ are not, lo the 
full, as current as the coinajsre from Pyt-house downwards to 
the writer who dates from Swindon. 

Now these are conjideraitions, urged I trust without asperity, 
which more than any others, belong io us ail ; and I trust wc 
shall consider them duly and seriously, in spite of the unge- 
nerous endeavours that are used (o blind you from them ; and 
in spite of the cobweb trickery som^ would form around their 
idol, with the imitation of independence, before its substance 
and reality have been demonstrated. Let no man teach us in- 
dependence ; nor because he lived in 1772 y dictate what we are 
to do in 1818; but father let us weigh the genuine merits of 
the candidates themsehesytind consider which is best calculated 
under every point of view to benefit our county and our 
country, by representing us in Parliament : and if we do this, 
most seriously do I believe, that the majority will elect Mr. 
Wellesley, and at the final hour of contest crown him with the 
highest honour he can aspire to — our " unbiassed suffrages*** 
1 am, your obedient servant, 

A TRUE FRIEND OF INDEPENDENCE. 

Jpril 22, 181B. 



Candidus to the Independent Freeholder of the 
Scdisbury Gazette. 

Candidus presents his respectful compliments to the 
"Independent "Freeholder" of the Salisbury Gazette, and 
from motives of thej)urest gratitude, for the information he 
has received from his last communication to the Editor, in 
Vepljr to the letter of Candidus, he has determined to turn 
the whole of it into verse, and trusts that he will feel grateful 
for the favour. 

" Took my own fists ^o break my head, 
'' Arid left me on the floor for dead." 

An Independent Freeholder 

An Independent Freeholder's Letter, 

^ A very great author has written to prove 

, That there's no earthly blessing — suppose vre say Lot-f : 

And of comforts the greatest; of passions the best, 

Qt feelings the jucest, but have got a zest ! 

# Vide itfr. ^eM^f addresses. 
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^nd wIjo fells QS most sagely, he heard from bis mother/ 
That we can't have the one without faavhig the other ; 
And as thuft> Sirs, it is with the works of our Mak^r* 
It should he so, he thinks, with every Moon-Raker! 
Therefore my two friends— Paul Mcthuen and Beuett, 
Must one or the other (the devil is ii> it) 
Retire from the contest j the matter will cloy 
If we've both good alike ! Now with ^VeHesley*8 alloy. 
We shall snugly go on ; now mind the analogy, ' 
(I need 'nt repeat it, for that is tautology) 
^s this dur great county two Members must have,. 
Its interests to guard, and its > honour to save ^ 
Te choose two good alike, would alter my plaa ; 
We must have some alloy, 'tis so Jove deals with man -, 

' If comforts have crosses, and good hks its evil. 
Let's have Methuen for angel, and Wellesley ibr devil \ 

Our grand Constitution — so happy, so prissed \ 
The best that man's wisdom had ever devis'd ! 
Has some of this mixture \ is not without fault ; 
Has the hUter of hops, with the gweetm»» of malt ! 
But the worst of the evils which from it arise. 
And which oft have dravra teArs from my oyster-sl^ell eyes. 
Are contested Elections, and that too for amniies} 
(In boroughs you know the voters get fronfi/ies/) 
Too often the father's opposed to the son, 
The son to tlie father to keep up the fun; 

. Itock eyes, bloody noses, 'twixt one and the otlker, 
Are shar'd with delight betw^n brother and brother \ 
The friends of our bosom are tuin'd into foes,. 
Our syrup to verjuice, our cherries to sloe»! 
Our Elective Franchise is nought but delusion ; 
We had better throw't up and save all this confusion* 
Take whoever appears, on some nobleman's^^. 
And save all the drunkenness, wrangling, and riot! 
I've a case. Sirs, in point— a brother of mine, 
Accustom'd to glutton as oft a^ he'd dine : 
On my writing to him such another long letter, 
Took my friendly advice, and then grew somewhat better j 
Would still eat a little, but never would glutton, 
Took to Suffolk sky-blue, and gave up leg of muttaa ; 
Now safe in his coffin he hungers no more, 
His appetite's gone, and his gluttony's o'er! 
Try but this with Elections, don't trouble yotor heads 
Who comes in or goes out, tumble up to your beds ; 
I^t other folks mind it, don't you make a bother. 
And your liberty 'II soon sleep as sound as my brother ; 
Besides, my good friend, though my system be new, 
Poll as long as you like, you can have only .^100 / 
And when you can have them, and free of expense, 
And please all our justices! — Men of such sense ! 
*Twill save all the trouble, 'tis better to take 'em. 
And then you're secure, no expenses can break *em. 
1'will save Quorum and Club what they mean H advaB<A^ 
To keep Jolmny Benett from moving to France ; 
It will save all the rest, with my friend Fuiwar Ci-aven^ 
The expense of conducting him safe to the haven ! 
Bring Fisher of Enford, weU pleas'd to the South, 
In the hope of procuring supplies for hts monllL 

How often, alas! has a rich candidate 
Piay'd the d«iice vrijUl his p<M^etVds ie^ «• his [mie ! 
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His fortune to jnend tnraM a minieter's toot, 
Mad« a rogue of himself, of his voters a fool ! 
Now good Mr. Editor, I think it right 
To avert ail those evils, which faover hi sight ; 
And if they'll but list to my frigidly advice, 
The county I'll save from these ills in a trice ! 
firimfnlt of my pitin. | sat down, wrote a letter. 
For matter atul st^, there never was better ; 
Although it w^ plain to see which way I leant, « 
Not one being m ten could divine what I meant. 
As soon as I wrote it, I sent it to you,' 
And had on Ihe whole a disint'rested view ; 
My motives so pure, you cannot suppose 
Mr. Wellesley's pretensions I meant to oppose ! 
I only just thought that by blasting his fame, 
I shoshl make him return by the way that he caflieb 
But the lad was too stiff, my courage toe smalt. 
For he always recover'd his strehgth by a fall t 
And as lye'd no Hetc'les to squeeze out his breath, 
We. found 'twas in vain t6 tease him to death. 
So I then wheeVd aboiit^ chang'd my mode of attacik, 
Smoothly smll'd in his face, left off stabbing the ba.ck ; 
Requested a moment the loan of his ear. 
And widsper'd << retire !" bat unwilling to hear ; 
I determined at once that nothing should hush it, , 

And published my letter, determined << to crush it;** 
And just as I though IM accomplished my aim, 
A wretch tliey call Candidus, that is his name. 
Most vilely abua'd rae ; I could not but fret, 
For his letter he seat to the Salisbury Gazette ; 
And he swears the next week that my letter in verse, 
^ At least what remains on't ; he means to rehearse." 

Befixes, April 22, 1818. 



To the Freeholders qftke County of Wilts. 
Gentlbmen, 

Your county, nvliich in point of wealth, is eqaal to any, and 
for the bravery and public spirit of it3 inhabitants, inferior (o 
none in tlie country, is at this time become an object of ^cat 
interest with all those who are anxious for the public welfare. ' 
You have been so long as I can remember, the sport of those 
men who now compose the Rump of the Deplford and Beck-* 
faampton clubs ; who hav^ divided between them the profits df 
your votes. Let us now look for a moment upon the sc6i« 
which the county at present exhibits to our view. There are 
three Candidates for your suffrages at the next election ; Mr- 
Methaett,-Mr. Long Wellesley, and Mr. John Benett; the two 
former gentlemen have had seats in the Commons House of 
Parliament for many years, therefore the votes which they 
have given there is the b^st possible proof you can have of 
their principles; any professions from them now would be 
worse than useless ; there cannot exist a doubt in the mind of 
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aiiy rational roan, that as they have hitherto done, so thejr will 
continue to do. 

. The only question then for your consideration, is, whether 
yoit are likely ie mend ^the matter by making an effort to elect 
Mr. John Benett, who has never jet had a se^t in that assembly. 
I have looked in vain to discover any thin^ like a patriotic 
feeling in the addresses of this new man ; but I find that alt the 
Candidates rest their claim to your support merely upon that 
indefinite term, — their independent principles. 

But, gentlemen, as we possess much better proofs than any' 
professions, it becomes our duty now as the guardians of the 

1)ublic, to divest ourselves of every personal consideration ; to 
ay aside the irritation and prejudice of partisans, and dispas- 
sionately examine the truth. Has Mr. Benettbeen a supporter 
of the ministers in their profligate expenditure, and insupport- 
able system of taxation ; or has he not ? When the ministers 
v/ere about to pass that cruel law, the Corn Bill, in opposition 
to the voice of a great majority of the nation, (which law has 
since in its operation caused the death of thousands by actual 
Btarvation, and reduced hundreds of thousands to a state of 
pauperism) — did not this Mr. Benett voluntarily tender his 
services, and give the most unaccountable evidence before the 
committees of the House of Lords and Commons, in favour of 
that cruel Corn Bill ? Did not this Mr. Benett draw up a pe-* 
tition and procure a number of signatures which he got pre- 
sented to the House of Commons, in support of this ministerial 
measure, ^^That he and the petitioners had cheerfully paid all 
*^ the taxes for the prosecution of the war ; and further added, 
*^ that they would continue cheerfully to pay those taxes in 
** time of peace, provided that they were protected by » legis- 
'^ lative enactment to keep up the price of corn ?" Has not 
Mr^ Benett upon all occasions given bis unqualified and blind 
support to all the measures of the ministers ? Has he ever 
irpon any one, amongst the numerous occasions that have 
oQered in the county of Wilts, joined in any one petition tiiat 
reprobated the conduct of ministers or opposed their measuces? 
His advocates may and do say, although he has never oppcml 
the ministers or their ruinous system of taxation, yet he has 
alwajs opposed the parsons ; that he has not only petitioned, 
but he has also written and published several pamphlets against 
tythes. 

Now my friends and fellow countrymen have been the dupes 
of interested and designing men long enough ; let us therefore 
fairly and candidly injiuire into the motives for this enmity to^ 
and his persecution of, the clergy, and this great hostility of 
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Mr. Bei)ftl to l]f|h^^ i^hil^t they rQni%i«ed ki tibe peVsfi^oti ol 
the clergy ; and if it should be foupd that h^ baa heea allr 
along pui:suiiig his Qnn private inlej;e9t ; if his object was to 
enrich the gre^t lai^j^^olpfr only, whilst he professed that it 
was to benefit the public and relifsve the farmer, thea wo shall 
come to a just conclusion, and know haw to estimate the value 
that is likely to be derlveet Afohi bis future exertions. 

Some fi^w years since this Mr. John Benett puxchiu^ the 
tythes of Enford, in this county, arid the moment he got them 
into his own hands, he doubled the rent of them tahis tenants; 
and 9i this time he makes his own tenants pay (or those very 
tythes ifeble the rent that the former proprietor (a stqiBger) 
^ver received for them* Thus we bave in Mr« Benett's owa 
<<onduct the clearest evidence of the gmt injury that would 
fall upon the farmer and the public, if he were to succeed^ 
in bh object of wresting the tythes from the clergy, and placing 
them in the possession of such rapacious land-bolders as biqisclk 

This same Mr. Benett, who, a^ you see, n^ver loses sight of 
his own interest, even whilst he appears to be solely actaated 
for th^ public good, has screwed tip the irent of hb farms to a 
higher pitch than any other bnd-hokler- in the county, and' 
has ground down the wages pf labourers lower tiian any othec 
farmer in the county, thereby increasing the i^upibeir of pai^*' 
pers in a greater degree than any of his cotemporaries. The 
knowjtedge of these facts being pretty general in that part of 
the county wherf ^r. Benett resides, it is not at aU si^rpri^ipg, 
that he should so frequently meet with such specimens of Bri- 
tish independence as the following, in the course of his canvass^ 
vix. — ^la soliciting the vote of a bumble but reputable free- 
holder in the city of Salisbury, he obtained this reply — " Sir, 
^* you have done all in your power to take away my bread, and 
*i were I to vote you into the House of Coi](in;ipnB, you might in 
'^ return endeavour to pass hv^^ to take away my life- Begwfi, 
** you shall not hav^ mf y9le." 

Although 1 shall nev^ feel it neceisary to apologUe for 
offering my sentin^icntfi to t^ie freeholders or the inhabits^dfta of 
my native county, yet I shou\d not hav^ yttruded myself 9pon 
this occasion, if I (lad apt been callefi upon to contradict a 
most infamous report, propagated by the agents of Mr. 3wett, 
and 1 fear sanctioned by him^lf> ^^ That he had my support 
^' in the present contest. Gentlemen, if I should pver change 
my nature, and prefer slavery to liberty; if I should prefer 
arbitrary pow^ to mild and equal laiprs ; if I should ev«r wish 
to fee trb^ price of proTiiions eahaoced for the I^nefit pf the 
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lew, io the d^stnietioD of tbe many ; then) and not till then, 
will Mr. Beoett have my support. 

I am, Gentlemen, for the present. 

Your obedient servant^ 

Mdkton Cottage. JprUid, 1818. H. HUNT. 



To the Freeholders of the County qf Wilts. 

Gentlemen, 

I FIRST solicited the honour of representing you in the 
ensuing Parliament, professing a rigid adherence to all the 
principles of our invaluable constitution, and a zealous regard 
to all the local concerns of the county, with which, during my 
past lifey I have endeavoured to make myself acquainted. 
: My eminenthr successful canvass in every district of the 
county (which i still continue), convinces me that you confide 
in that profession, and that your deliberate judgment is not 
unfavourable to my cause. 

Resting unalterably or that independence, which has ever 
been cherished by the freeholders of Wiltshire, I hope to obtain 
your free and unbiassed sufiVages, and to preserve your good 
opinion by my permanent regard to it. 

I shall ever remain. Gentlemen, 

Your obliged and devoted servant^ 

May 2, 1818. JOFIN BENETT. 



To the Freeholders qf the County qf Wilts. 
Gentlemen, 

Having lieen called upon by an advertisement, signed by 
several magistrates, to explain the meaning of the words 
" Notorious Quorum,^* contained in a paragraph in one of hiy 
addresses to you, I take the liberty of requesting the favour of 
you to re-peruse that paragraph, which 1 here subjoin :— • 

" I have heard of, and indeed seen, extracts from a sqp- 
" pressed publication, printed copies of which I know have 
*^ been confided to the care of a magistrate who formed a con* 
** spicuous feature in that notorious Quorum, which do not 
^^ abandon either magisterial pomp or authority during their 
" canvass in favour of one of the' Candidates for the honour of 
" representing the county of Wilts in Parliament." 

I question, if, after an attentive perusal of the. foregoing 
paragraph, the most subtle legal advi^r could induce any dis- 
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interested person to entertain an opinion that it ^' co^ts a 
*^ general aspersion upon the magristracy oT the county of 
*' Wilts," tor whom, generally, I feel the greatest reverence 
and respect. 

. But when magisterial authority has been had recourse to^ 
during the present canvass, when suppressed public documents 
are disseminated, and when n;)y private character is aspersed by 
a magistrate, accompanied by others, I feel fully justified in 
declaring my determination not to retract the applicable 

Khrase of " notorious Quorum ;" which, however, 1 have no 
esitation in saying I did i^ot mean to apply to very many of 
the genUemen whose names appear to the advertisement of-tha 
SIstinst, 

I now declare that I will not trouble the public with any 
further notice of this subject. If any gentleman shall feel 
himself displeased with my conduct, I shall be happy to defend 
x)r ejcplain it so far as the courtesy due from one gentleman to 
another may require. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, / , 

Your ibost obedient bumble servfint, 

W. LONG WELLESLEY. 



To the Printers qf the Salishury and WtmheHer 

Journal, 
Gentlemen, 

Though I have hitherto abstained from noticing any of 
the allusions to myself^ contained in the various letter^ which 
liave appeared in your journal, and other papers, on the sub;- 
ject of the ensuing election for the representation of thb 
county ; and thofigb I most solemnly declare that I have nsi" 
tber written nor sanctioned the writing or publication of any 
of those letters, I am now most reluctantly called before the 
public to reply to the vile calumny of a Mr. John Fisher, who^ 
not content with having induced me, by the fair promises oi 
his superior management in the cultivation of one of my 
farms, to suffer him to expend the greater petrt of five years* 
•rentof the same (arm, in the extravagant enlargement of a (b^* 
fere) substantial farm-house, and in other buildings, that he 
might live in a splendour superior to all its former tenants; 
.which moneir was expended for hh benefit alone during the 
early part of a ten years* lease, though no clause existed i^ 
that lease to such effect; who, when the price of grain fell 
below, what he ever expected, took advantage of my having 
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mid to itoy tertftnte, that (he* leases bhould only be binding 0fi 
hiy part, fend that I ^onld, at ftny tirtie, permit My of ihetik 
to toign (bieib, fend 'ooluntcrily tendered ftie bU lease, wbich I 
accepted ; who, not content with having been at one time more 
fti Aiy debt than any other of ray tenants, and more, I am 
teu¥e, thian any other landlotd in this cotfnty would have per^ 
ftitted ; tbou^, at the same time, I am assured he was, with 
my monet/y repaying to one of his own family, who was then 
fenleting On la large farm, Hvhat he had borroxcedy to enable him 
to stock my estate: an^, finally, Who, if btought to the proof, 
Wh^n he bad settled u\l his acJcomits (titcept What he still in. 
ftiAh^ oWtB to \tae) aAd cjtf ifted my ^e^te, notwithstanding the 
alteration in the price of farm produce, and without adverting 
«0 Ofher property thah What he 6rJgirta<ly had, and afterWalrds 
hitfdecto myfkrm, zads^ 1 verify believe, a ridher main thuh 
tsfhdt he entered on it ; who, 1 repeat, not contented ^ith these 
benefits teceiVed, now occupies agfrcat part of one of the page* 
of your paper, with a wretched attempt to vilify roy charac- 
ter. 

This tnata, thirifciftg to injure Tttie in the estimation of ray 
fKhids, tUe freeholders of Wiltshire, most malignantly and 
falsely charges me with having broken my word with him. 

I am now on my canvass, and sliall not be at home for a 
•week to come, txmseqneBftly I 'cannot ^mmerf/nfrfyliaveaaf^fis 
(o my accounts ; but the facts are briefly these : — 

Mr. Fisher took a ten-years' lease of Enford Farm, com- 
mencing, if I am not mistaken, at Michaelmas ISll. Pre- 
. Vioiisly to executing any agreeineRt or lease, he inspected the 
fiivfii repetift^ly, with varioiis of his fi^fends, who took evd't 
possible precatitioa to make the best bargain In thrrr power; 
consequently, it would be ateitfrd'to soppose that I could havQ 
flifid to men of such ability and caation, that, 'Mf tbeftfrm 
would not do, 1 would ma!ce it," a^ now stated by Mr. Fisher^ 
In fact, I nefver made so fWtile a promiBe, itor did Mr. PMhtet 
ever claim it till ^nfter he had suf rendered bis leaae, and eon- 
dueled hintselfinsotentlj/i in his o^n houBo, boih to mysielflmi 
^ solicitor. 

Mr. Pisher cimie to tae, tinerpeitedly, ai DeViti^, Wilk 
MV. Eden<I bclifefveon the»»th July, 1816): be, trithaut any 
^fihe preface ttihieh he Hates to haueptissedj tendered me hfe 
leasie at the end of hailf Ms term, saying only, that he 'did 'so iti 
«oh«equence of the permission I hbd given »to (hat ^^ffeOt. Mr. 
i'isber wa$ then in a vei'y bad state of beallb, htid I ^skjedhftti 
if he>»^ishedto ha^e an Offir of tbefarte Sfefeita,^/, oh a r^UHoh 
Pf^the tctmj lufmliHnink prdp^ Yo MtbeMi reaction df 
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renr; bis answer was, that ie did not wi&h <o hafre any thing 
mwe to do with it, or words lo that effect. I then desirod him 
to make it known ihdtt the form wa« to be let, and we fmme. 
rfiately parted. 1 deny that Mr. Fisher ever offered to con- 
tinue the farm at the Valuation oiF two persons fairly chosen, 
inl after the time that Mr. Fay, the present tenant, was in 
treaty for it, when he said something which 1 cannot recollect, 
birt which I did not then, and do not now belieFe, meant anic 
thing more thafn to sliew his ill-will to the present tenant, and 
to form a subject of complaint against me. And I positively 
d^lare, that I did offer to Mr. Fislier what I have repeatedly 
offered to my tenants, that 1 would submit to take such a r^l 
of him as should- be agreed on bj/two persons mutually chosen 
to value the estate. 
1 never heard of the cfxpression of turning a farm into *' lark 
leases," before I saw it used by Mr. Fisher in your journal, 
and applied to tne. The idea is novel and ingenious, but I do 
not dc8(?nre the credit of it. It would have been truly absurd 
on my part, bad I suffered Mr. Fisher to have made me his 
debtor for ploughing at V4s. per acre (the price he asked) and 
other work at an equally extravagant rate, to the probable 
amount of j€500 or i*60O, when I knew he was doing all in his 
pouer to pr&ctnt mt/ obtaining a tenant for the farm. 

Ndw, gentlemen, I»would ask you, or any other man of 
Gototoon s^Erie, »whethera lease of a farm fs not like any other 
agreemetft between man and man, and whether Mr. Fisher 
ought ndt, in common justice and honesty, to have felt himself 
Hnddr fin obligation to me for permitting him to resign hi« 
cngagemfetit, ^hen he considered it to be an unprofitable con- 
cern. Wonld ^he 'have tesigned his leasfe to me had it been aa 
advfenftagteotts onig at the time, ^x would he hone added one shil- 
bng'to tny rent in consequence of afty great increase of his 
profit^'htidj been ecenin p&verty? ISo, gentlemen, such a 
Htei would ^ have done no such thing; ht would' take every 
ailV^iitagc; ^he ^96vlV\ dbuse his ben^actor at a time when, 
with paltry cunning, he thought he could injure him themait. 
The feet is,-Mr/Fisfaer has done a Tery foolish act. He has 
ttofo^n hiaisdf Out of one of the best, and, in m,y estiraation, 
cheapest farms in Wiltshire. Another, and, fortunately for 
me, a better tenant, has got possession of it ; one who does not 
require all tke buildings erected for Mr. Fisher, but vrbopaj/s 
his rent punctu>illy (the same rent, j£l,960 per annuni) with- 
out those eternal complaints which I bad been accustomed to 
)l6ar. 

^JShfeitl.fHtm is taPtmadc 'Hafk leases*' bf^ and, I trusf^ 
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sever will in my lime; This, gentlemen, is the true eam^ of 
Mr. Fisber^s spleen. He is angry with himself for bis own 
lolly, and jne^n efiough to vent his wrath on meat a lime when 
bethinks he can injure me. Why else had not Mr. Fisher 
brought forth this mighty charge (for so, no doub^ he thinks 
U) a year or more ago ? Why did he delay it, tilf he found it 
necessary to fabricate a falsehood^ and say, tliat he had been 
*' credihlj/ informed,'^ that 1 and ray agents had used his namo 
on my canvass ? For what purpose could his name be used dn 
my canvass? I am sure it has not been mentioned by me; and 
if my agents have used it, why does not Mr. Fisher, and his 
secret informer, name them? The fact undoubtedly is, his 
name has not been used by any agent of mine. 

Though the whole of the charges, made against me in Mr* 
Fisher's letter, wlien fairlyexamined, amount to nothing, yet 
the intention of the writer is the same. That intention can 
only have been to induce a belief that I am a bad landlord, for 
the obvious purpose of lowering me in the estimation of my 
friends,' the yeomanry of Wiltshire. I could, no doubt, ob- 
tain the signatures of all my tenants, from the renter of Enford 
Farm, down to the occupiers of my 30s. cottages and potatoe 
gardens, to any written character I might choose to tender 
them ; or I might even use their names, if I thought fit: but 
having been a resident and well-known lanc^lord in this coiinty 
all ^y life, I prefct leaving the just defence of my character 
and conduct to my numerous friends, who know me well, than 
to such means; and 1 particularly desire that my tenants will 
not spontaneously! in writing, give to the public the sentiments 
of esteem which I know inost of them feel towards me* 

I trust, gentlemen, I am too well known in the county o£ 
Wilts^ and Mr* Fisher is now also too weU known in this 
county for, his malice to have any effect, except that of occur 
pying part of my time, which I should otherwise be employ-^ 
ing amongst my numerous friends in this part of the county^ 
and filling the pages of your paper with what mufit be very 
uninteresting to most of your readers. 

I remain. Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 
Malmtsbury, 28ih Jprilj 1818. JOHN BENETT. 



Td the FreeJuMers of the Cmnty of Witts^ 
GentIemenj 
Mr. Salmon has written an address to you, which has been 
printed; and tboi^h not indiscriminatdy circulated, has bcea 
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exhibited to various peraons. Tl^is address, which purports . 
to be an explanation of his condact, may be viewed also as an 
attack' on mne. . ' ' 

. Under these circumstances I deem it incumbent on me to 
reply to it. In doing this^ I shall, like that gentleman, con- 
fine myself to facts. I never authorised any agent of mine, to 
say, that ^' I had the support of Government." 

I did not say, that '^ I had seen Lord Sidmoutb," or that 
^^ I had been at, the Treasury, and taken care of Mr. Salmon/' 
I did not say (I could not have said) any such thing, for I had 
neither seen Lord Sidmouth, nor b^n at the Treasury. 

If Mr. Salmon understood me to say, that Government had 
promised mesupport,tliere was either a misconstruction on Ms 
part, or an imperfect explanation on mine, 

I did not say, that ^^ Mr. Arbuthnot had written to Mr. 
Salmon." 

If any of my professional agents have, from misconoeption-^ 
from misplaced zeal — or from any other cause, been led to use 
improper expressions, or in any way to commit themselves, t 
sincerely regret it; but I can no more be accountable for their 
errors, than another Candidate can be, for the gross, uftfouiided^ 
and malevoleilt aspersions which have been thr<pwn on 'my 
public and private character, both by his particular friends and 
professional agents. 

. I shall be happy to receive support from any man, or<i/iy 
P^rty ; ytiy if I could in no other way secure my election, than 
by binding myself to .some political leader, I woald iustootty 
decline. 

The sole object of my ambition is to become an independent 
representative Kit your truly. independent county. 
I hav^ the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your mo^t obedient, humble servant, 

W. LONG WELLKSLEY. 



,To the Printers qf the Salisbury and Winchester 

Journal: 

iGsNTLEMEN, 

However calumniated, I shall never forget the dignify of 
my true Wiltshire character. The part which I bear in the 
business of the county may be mistaken as to its motive or its 
object; but, as it originates neither in revenge nor. in conspi- 
racy, and as its end is consonant to the principles which were 
triumphant in I772> 1 Vfill neither betray those principles in 



my mom advanced age, nor ml\ Imaifitaia tfa6iaby means of 
detraction or any other unworthy aid. 

It is to the public transactions of our county, both past and 
present, (hat I wish to attract the attention of the freeholders. 
They afford but one point worthy of our consideiatio^ ; 
namely, ho.w we may best maintain our own boncMir and con- 
sistency in our decision of the depending contest. 

i^bundance of matter may be extracted from the circum- 
stances of the last contest to guide us now, witliout the risk 
of di^ow)ur or inconsistency. 

The unsuccessful Candidate at that time, though opposed 
at an early period by appalling numbers, yet throughout the 
conflict maintained unruffled serenity of temper: at its conclu-r 
sion he and his noble family gave us all an exaiQpte of gentle-, 
sess and good humour, which tended speedily to allay the kx* 
ment of contention, and to reconcile all the personal differeoccs 
which are perhaps inevitable on such occasions. 

He never boasted of the support which he might derive from! 
miy source that was not truly Wiltshire; he entered into no 
personal altercations with any professional gentleman who 
declined to promote his interest ; he sought no quotation from 
a law-book or a penal statute to serve either by way of threap 
or caution to paralyse t^e lawful exertions of a,py one uih 
favourable to that cause. Though many of the gentlemen of 
the county felt it their peculiar duty to be active in oppositbn 
to him, yet he .never assailed any of them with disre^pectfut 
reproach, nor did be give tb^m occasion publicly, to call on 
him for the explanation of any expression, seeming to reiec^ 
on magistracy itself. 

The discussion between Mr. Salmon and Mr. Long W^U 
lesley is at an end, but the circumstanoes disclosed in its pro- 
gress we cannot immediaitely forget. 

Mr. Salmon asserted );hat Mr. Wdlesletf and his agents 
'^ told both himself and a friend that he had the iUpport of 
Govemment.^^ 

Mr. Wellesley evaded this dir^ot assert^QUi by ^is^VQwing 
that he " used Treasuri/ influence in his canvass.^* He called 
for the publication of a paper whicji he seemed to suppose, 
would charge him with using it, (though it now appears he 
had already seen and had prepared hi$ answer to that paper). 
He spoke disrespectfully of a body of magistrates ; and made a 
quotation from Blackstpne's CommQutari^, wbicb implied that 
Mis Salmon had transgressed the law» cmd imiifmi ^ very 
severe penalty. 

The piil^cfittQO ^Ued &c baa appear^; and it ^m not 
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€?^arg6 Mr. Wellcsley wifli haring used Treantry iftfluenve itt 
his canvass, but plainly proves tliat he had none at his com* 
mand. Nevertheless it implies tliat Mr. Wellesley /oW Mr. 
Salmofi that he had been at the Tren^urif^ and was promised • 
support, it further expresses that Mr. Arbuthnot, who is , 
Secreffiry at the Treasury, in a letter daled 14th JNfarch (the 
Saturday /ifier the Wiltshire assizes), stated " that it was per- 
fectly true that Mr. Wellesley had called upon him, and had 
objected to Mr. Salmon's conduct.*' 

Mr. Wellesley replies to this, not that he did not iaf what 
is imputed to him by Mr. Salmon, but that he hnc\ duthorisei 
no agent to say so ; not that Mr. Arbutlinot did not writ^ to 
the effect stated to a friend of Mr. Salmon,- but that he ha* 
rievel* said *^Mr. Arbuthnot had writfen any thing to 3fr. 
Salmon*^ himself; not that be hsul called on Mr. Arbuthnot, 
the Secretary to the Treasury, but " that he had not seen Lord 
Sidmouth, nor been at (he Treasury. 

Let'ys bear in mind these circumstances so far only as they 
ajElecl ourselves. Mr. Salmon is uhhurt. Th6 equivooatibri, 
however skiUul, will not mislead us. 

And let us regard all the proceedings of the Candidates and 
their friends only as they relate to our own just caQse. Though 
twenty long rolls of tenantry from twenty counties should be 
published to display the amazing opulence, or to eulogise the 
fame of one Gentleman ; though a solitary tenant should be 
sought out to publish an unreasonable complaint of another; 
though deep-Tootqd revenge should vilify onie (jandidate, or 
unmannerly malignity.* should unjustly asperse the domestic 
conduct of another; though it should be objected to one Can- 
didate that he thought favourably of the measure of the Corn 
Bill, or to another that he actually voted for it in Parliament; 
though it may be chrtrged as a crime on one Candidate, or 
another that he thinks tythes injuHous to agriculture, and that 
the clergy would be marc honowal^ly mainlained by an equal 
revenue derived from land of equal value; yet the plain roaaof 
sense will attribute all such matlfers^ tb tireir true oVigiit Aid 
motive. When all is said, we must still be anxi^bs tMt out 
county should be represented by true Wiltshire GFentlenien, 
who advance far other pretensions than those of famil v rank oc 
inatrimpoial alljance. Whoever has advanced such pretea- 
sions, however honoumble in him«elf, cannot be now elected to 
represent us, consistently with the principles which at Mr, 
MQcTdard's election we established so much to our owfi honour* 

I remaiui Gentlemen, jour constcmt iteader^ ,^ 
Smndon, May 1, 1S18. THE! OLD MOON-BAKER. , 
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Jo the Printers of the Salisbury and Winchester 

Journal. 
Gentlemen, 

Bv an adTertisement in your Jonrnal of Monday lasf, it 
aeenis that the knoiving ones are puzzled. The men of Gotham 
have beeri attempting to ^^ hedge in the cuckoo/' but he has 
escaped. I request you to insert the foltowing epigram in yoor 
next Journal, ^hich 1 have addressed to Mr. Long Weilesley, 
to serve as a glossary to his '^notorious" letter, and to guard 
him in future against the use of words of doubtful interpreta-^ 
tion. This humble production is an extemporaneous effusioa 
frpm the most devoted servant of the Muses, 

PETER PANGLOSS. 



^^ Ridentem dicere verum 
^Quidvctat?" Horace— Hem ff 

To W. Long WeUesley^ Esq. on his use and abuse of 
the words "notorious Quorum:" — 

When any thing's as clear as day, 

It is ^' notorious" we say ; 

Aod ^ Quorum" means, as '^ wise men tell us," 

A country Justice and his fellows. 

Now our wise " Quorum" don't think fit 

To take your sauciness for wit. ' 

To be described '^ as- clear as day" 

Ouinot apply to them, they say ; 

Indeed they're growing quite uproarious 

At being thus describ'd " notonous I" 

They question the propriety 

Of such a *' notoriety)" 

And say you only mean to flout 'em, 

For that they've got no light about 'em ! 

PuUness around, b^und, before 'em, 

TMpjr won't be call'd " notorious Quorum/' 



To my sublunary Kinsman^ the Old Moim-Baker. 

Mt Dear Cousin, 

Though I cannot trace tq a nicety the relationship sub- 
sisting between you and me, yet that I ^m collaterally one 
of your family I have not the least doubt. You rake for the 
Moon, wishing to enjoy her mild and benifjnant influence-^ 
a blessing which I already, by inheritance, in a good degree, 
possess. * Unfortunately, however, that luminary does not 
operate on her votaries always in like manner and measqre; 
varying her sway, it seems, according to her quarters, faces. 
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and ase. Hcmc^ it is^ that tjhe subjects of her dnmijiiotti 
though all of one family^ judge'differently on the very same 
points, being affected by her power according to the various 
positions in which, by birth, climate, or other accidents, they 
. are respectively placed. And hence it is, dear cousin, that 
you and I do not fancy alike in political matters. You live 
at Swindon, and I near Warminster; and that is reasoa 
enough why we should vary a few shades in our opinions re- 
specting some of the present candidates for the representa* 
tion of us all ip. Parliament, — The tides, you know^ which 
acknowledge the same patroness^ are liable to a similar va« 
riatioo, at distanjL*es eaually. short. 

In your first epistle your sentiments are moderate, and 
your language innoxious.; the Moon was then in her first 
quarter, and her influence consequently but feeble; *and this 
accounts for the feebleness of your observations, though youc 
illuminating -intentions are notwithstanding pretty clearly 
seen, f, too, feel similarly weak at that season, which proyesi 
we are indeed related. Yet here, I must notice an incon- 
gruity or two you have fallen into, which are too glaring, 
and will injure our credit : — You date your letter at Swindon ; 
whereas the common opinion accords with my lunar im- 
pression» in placing your seat much nearer Devizes. And 
^g^^^f you state that the editor of the Salisbury Journal haa 
passed his 82d year, and you yourself are still older; but it 
is well known that the first part of this proposition is not 
correct, and the latter part is said to be very doubtful. Now, 
consider, dear cousin, how such hazardous expressions tend to 
tarnish the *' honour of our family,'' and nullify your good 
- designs. liCt me advise you, therefore, for our own sakes, to 
be more cautious in' wording your future communications. 

The second epistle with which our " family-pride" kindly 
allows you \o ^lighten the public, is of a brighter cast thaa 
the former — ^iqdeed,dazzliugljr so; its language is vehement, 
and its arguments almost irresistible. But this again demon- 
strates our consanguinity; for. the fair celestial traveller was 
then approaching the end of her second quarter — or, in other 
words, was looking down almost /i/// upon us. Mv powers, 
also, at that period of her nrogress, are nearly at their cliinax; 
tliey put forth their '' mighty strength," insomuch that if 
perchance 1 meet with adversaries, I bluster and frown (mild 
as S am at othen times) so pompously and indepeadently, as 
to make some of them quake and ** tremble." 

Y^t, though so. far we agree, theinspirutions of our goddess 
(in her vagaries) produce on some topics, different ideas in 
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our minds, thws with respect to the '* NativeV'observaficW 
concernirtg ^* moon'raking propensities" you put, dear cousin, 
a conBtruction on it, \irtncli, in roy humWe conceit, no logitral 
or grammatical rule would bear you out in,. and which there*, 
fore be has easily refuted. I am grieved you f^hould have 
suffered your impulse to carry you so beyond the mark; as 
I Biso am, that it should urge you to use language so nearly 
approaching *' the language of asperity/' by asserting that 
Sf r. Long Wellesley is a " stranger born no one knows 
where ;'? wheii it is so universally known who and wkai he 
is; — that he is an Englishman by birth and education — that 
he possesses some of the Bnest estates in Wiltshire, and is 
shortly to'be an habitual resident — that he is able and honour- 
able as a public, and generous and amiable, as a private cha- 
racter — aud is, besides, nearly related to- men, whose achiev- 
menis have done more lor Old England, and her interests in 
Europe, and in India, than has beeti accomplished ever before 
by any other of her champions, however renowned ; — men, 
whose fame resounds at this moment in every region of the 
world, and will descend supereminently to the ktest posterity. 
When the names of Wellington and Wellesley arc forgotten 
in Britain, England will be ho more England ; India will no 
longer belgng to her. Oh, cousin, how. could you have so 
comofiitted yourself! 

Alas!* however, my surprise and sorrow were further aug- 
mented, when, notwithstanding all due and reasonable ex- 
planation had been given, subsequently to your second ad- 
dress, I observed you so far forgot the <* candour and liberal 
contrition," which you have recommended to your dbildren, 
as to repeat the injury you had inflicted on Mr. Wellesley, 
by terming him again in your third address, an " unknown 
gentleman."— This again shows how w^e moon-people are un- 
consciously led into inconsistencies by the unaccountable 
irolics of our capricious queen. Pray, Sir, for the " honour 
of our family," rest not, till by candid acknowledgment of 
yoi^r faiilt, you have " wiped away this stain." 

As the Mooa was in her wane, at the date of your lafrt 
epistle, 1 do not much wonder, dear cousin, that you attempt 
to defend Mr. Salmon (though perhaps a near relative) in so 
feeble a way, by endeavouring to identify his cause with that 
of the magistrates. 1'his proves that his icause stands in need 
of support, as indeed it does; for Mr. Wellesley's negation 
of the charge officiously broiight against him, is as good as 
that geiitleman's affirmiition in its favour. The oniis probandi 
lies with Mr. Salmon, and he has not yet acquitted himself 
-of that task, to the satisfaction even of his friends. 
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In conclusioni dear cousin, disconcerted as I feel, tfarougti 
the present decrepitude of our inconstant tutelary ^ I will not, 
however, follow your example, by." attacking the character* 
of either of the contending Candidates, whatever I may 
ioiagiae of their comparative merits or demerits. Thougii 
you have taught your children <as you say) to abstain fmva 
defamaiion, as a public duty, yet, dear cousin, how plain is 
it, that, on this occasion^ you have not practised that lessoa 
yourself. For the " unspotted honour of our faorily," do not 
err so any more Take in good part, dear Cousin, the advice 
of one who is, like yourself, 

Mt/ Residence, JpHlSO, 1818. A LUNATIC. 



To the Editor qfike Salisbury Gazette. 

Sir, 
I AM aK>st reluctantly obliged to intrude again on your 
colamns to completely refute the ungentlemanly and low ca- 
lumny, which Mr. Benett has endeavoured to fix on me, it& 
bit most faJse reply to, my statement of facts in your last 
week's paper. What wilt the public think, when, in the first 
place, I assure them, that so far from the greater part of the 
enormous sum of five times <£ 1260 being expendeci on £nford 
farm-house, for me to live in splendour, the fact is, there was 
<mly buiit a brezo-house, or place for the constant men working 
on the farm, to sit in on winter evenings, there being no 

f>lace f6r that purpose before; and, while that was doing, I 
bund Mr. B/s own men in victuals and beer, which with 
the carriage of materials, I consider I paid quite as much to- 
wards it as Mr. B. As to the other part of the house, 
all the t>ei:ghbourhood knows, U is predseh/ as ii was before I 
took it, except the papering and painting, which 1 have never 
r^cetoed a farthing for, — In reply to my promise of snpmor 
cultivation of Euford farm, Mr. B. ought to recollect £ 
could not make such an assertion, as I could not possibly 
know the general mode of management of the Wiltshire 
farms, it being so totally different from what I had been used 
toitk Leicestershire, (my native county); therefore Mr. B. 
saw, and took advantage of my ignorance, and^ by fair 
promises, induced me to agree to the several plans he propo- 
sed at different times, to the general improvement of his farm, 
looking, as he always does, to his own future benefit, let it be 
at whose cost it may. I, therefore, in justice to my former 
statement of account between Mr. B. and myself, con- 
tradict the false and low aspersion Mr. B. has asserted. 
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lespectine the expense I put him to daring my occupaUon- 
of Enfordfarm. — After the above atatement of theenormotfs 
expense, in addition to the house, to enable me- to live in 
splefidour, I have to state that the expense of making; a new 
nvater meadow conld not be much less than £600, which was 
a covenant in my lease, to be done by a certain time ; the 
whole carriage for which, as well as for building two cottages, 
and a stable at the Beak Barn (where every thmg was in the 
most ruinous state), and also the building two new cottages at 
£uford, enclosing the Manor field with a wall, and in genera), 
all the repairs of Mr. B. cottages and building, as well as 
making two ponds on the farm, was all done at my expense 
of carriage of materials, as well as part of the timber which 
Mr. B. sold at the time the meadow was made. There- 
fore the public will easily judge for whose benefit I was so 
easily drawn into so much expense, under the most speci- 
ous promise of having the farm ^^ntadeia dp;" and who 
is now reaping the benefit of it, Mr. F. or Mr. B. i it does 
not require much discernment, I think, I agarin repeat, 
Mr. B. cannot deny his promise of making the farm *^do,\^ 
which his own friends must have heard nim repeat, when 
they accompanied Mr. B. to Enford farm annually for the 
first three y^ars, on shooting parties, for two or three days, 
when I, of course, thought 1 could not do enough for a land- 
lord who promised so fair; — I, therefore, put up with the in- 
convenience it was to my family, as well ^as the expense. 
But what return did Mr. B. make me i why*, he gave- me a 
piece of cloth, of a colour, called " the Pyihause fnixiure,\^ 
to make me a coat. As to Mr. B.'s unwarranted assertion, 
that he was assured I was helping one of my family who, 
had taken a large farm with his money, 1 deny it; nor do 1 
believe any person did or could assure Mr. B any such thing. 
What must the inhabitants of this respectable county think 
when I tell them, that on my saying, when I first cameinto 
Wilts, that I had no society, Mr.B. replied, so much the 
better, as I should find the Wiltshire men .sharks, who would 
bite through both ears, if I did not take care. Althc^ugh I 
could not at that time know any of the neighbourhood iA 
which I lived, or the general character of the inhabitants of 
Wilts, yet I cannot, in justice to my feelings, refrain from 
saj'ing, tbit, the reception I have so generally met with from' 
them will ever claim my sincerest gratitude, let me be situ- 
ated where I may. But this, I thmk, will shew in what &h 
timation their Candidate (Mr. B.) holds the inhabitants of 
Wilts; and ^vbu, it seems, was not generally known in the 
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county till the Wilts Agricoltureil Society was formed by 
him. And for what purpose was that doneP Was it for the 

food of the county, or to aid him in his present view? As 
f r. B|. calls on me, I will tell him that it has been proved 
that one of his agents did make use of my name at a pub« 
lic table, a few weeks since, b}- saying Mr. B. had offered 
me the Enford farm at two persons' valuation, although I 
was greatly in arrear, or words to that effect. Now 1 declare, 
that Mr. B. nevfr did offer me ihe^farm in any way^ excepi 
ai the present rent; but that I morejhan once offered to take 
it at two persons' valuation, or even at a corn rent. 
• I deny^ ever trying to prejudice or interfere with any per- 
son who came to look'over Enford farm. I also positive- 
ly deny I ever asked Mr. B. 14*. per acre for ploughing, 
but offered to leave it to any person of Mr. B.'s own choos- 
ing ; although the ploughing, valued to me, that Mr. Po* 
coek did, was at \5s. per acre. As to Mr. B» insinuating 
that I endeavoured to show ill-will to Mr. Fay, nothing 
can be more false, as Mr. Fay and myself never had any mts- 
words since his entering the farm ; but are now, as we al- 
ways have been, on the most friendly terms. And in reply 
to my " venting my spleen," I most solemnly declare, [ had 
made a determination not to interfere in any way during the 
present canvass, and defy any person to prove that I did, di- 
rectly or indirectly, endeavour to influence any person for or 
against either of the Candidates, till I was informed of the 
unhandsome as well as untrue manner in which my nan^e 
had been made use of by Mr. B. or his agent. I shall 
now, Sir, take my leave of you, and shall not any more 
intrude on your columns, let what ^^U appear against 
these facts; relying on my charactei^'to bear me out a- 
gainst it. ' 

.1 remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

AUcannings, May 5th, 1818. JOHN FISHER. 

To the Freeholders of the County of Wilis. 

Gentleman, 
A GENTLRMAN, vndeniahly in the interest of Mr. Benett, 
has for these four weeks past, aiddressed to you observations, 
-which he conceived calculated to raise that candidate, for 
your voices, to general estimation. The weak foundation of 
these observations has beeuj however, amply pointed out by 
a writer in the interest of Mr. Wellcsley. In fact, there is 
'OOtliing which the present contest can claim in 'common with 
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the election of 1772, nor can one tenable argument be pro- 
duced- provingf their analogy. I shall, thereforey content 
myself in asserting to you that the Old Moon-Raker has been 
betrayed to assert in his last letter, some very nngeneroas 
and unworthy observations, and such as are altogether in- 
compatible with the impartiality and serenity of temper he 
officiously affects. His whole letter is filled with insinua* 
Uons, against the conduct of Mr. Wellesley, whilst that of 
his opponents is considered entirely correct and necessary* 
JKow ^^ abundance of materials may be extracted from the 
circumstances of the past (and pr^iPe/?/) contest," to prove the 
reverse of this to be the truth, and that Mr. Wellesley is a 
man ** more sinned against than sinning." 

In the contest of 1772, Mi*. Goddard disdained in bis can* 
vass saying ought that might disparage the character of his 
iipponent; '^ throughout the conflict be maintained unruffled 
fiereoiiy of temper ;" nor did he wait till a tenant brought bim 
forward to disavow having sanctioned scurrilous abuse t^aped 
upon bis adversary. — He never arrogated to himself exclusive 
independence, nor insinuated that his votes were alone '^ unm 
biassed;*' never ridiculously grounded his hopes of success 
merely on being bora in the county, as if no plant of ability 
grew beyond it; and certainly no professional agent of his 
tbpught it worth while to magnify a private conversation 
into a public delinquency ; and after disseminating his attack 
among his Friends (by his own acknowledgment some of the 
*' Qiwrum^*\ pretends he had no intention in the world to 
malign the character of his employer's opponent. 

Foriy^six years ago, no magistrates of the county would 
have stooped tOi^ifiit forth the election U'eapon some o( ,th^ 
.present day have done; and it is idle for one moment to con- 
ceive that the sixteen who are so very choice of their dignity, 
represent the feelings 6f the whole magistrncy, or have any 
other intention than to further, by the laughable notice they 
have taken of Mr. Lone Wellesley's expression; the electlod 
of Mr. Beuett. It is, however, to be regretted for the ho- 
nour of the rest of the Quorum^ so many of its members 
should appear to, own the cap that was presented theiD> and 
some of whose heads it at once appears it was made to c^ver 
and decorate* 

Such, my brother freeholders, was not the conduct of Mr* 
Goddard amd his advisers in the i^rs^ meniorable contest ^ but 
such 1 fear is the conduct of Mr. Benett and some of his sup* • 
porters in the present. I cannot suppose that all of yon will 
be convinced of this^ but I do believe that the majority will 
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think there is at least equal credit to he gif eh to the ohsef- 
vations of the New Moon-Raker as to the insinuations of the 
Oid.-^! should have believed the assurances of that'gentli' 
man to he more virtuous ahd consistent, wei>e it not tor th^ 
utimanly sneer respecting Mr. Long Wellesley's tenantry, in 
the latter part of his letter — and it is somewhat singular that 
Mr. Benctt winds up his inefficient reply to the late tenantof 
Enford farm, with the same ungenerous and contemptible iii« 
sinuation; and at the same time adds that his tenants would 
stoop to the most ahject vassalage, and sign any paper, whe* 
ther of truth or falsehood, of evil^report or good report^ kt 
td^^t choose to dictate / 

^Vhat a picture — what a lesson — what a commentary does 
this afford us on the text of independedce, Mr. Benett on all 
occasions shouts in our ears. The assertion, also, that ^^ a 
solitary tenant has been sought out to publish an unreasona-^ 
ble complaint" against his former landlord, is also very de^ 
grading to the maker of it; and we may just as well assert^ 
that Timothy Trueman has been hunted forth by Mr« Benett, 
and that that immaculate candidate is the author of the '' un- 
mannerly malignity displayed against the domestic comfort'* 
of Mr. Wellesiey. 

And now let me assure you» and the Old Moon^Raker, that 
I do not support Mr. Long Wellesiey because Mr. Benett 
supported the Corn Bill,^or because he is not a friend to the 
tytbe system as now established.-^No ; I am " anxious" that 
our county " should be represented by men/* who although 
they may not constantly reside within its limits, are best 
fitting to support with honour its general interests ; and more 
especially because I am yet to learn why ** family rank aad 
matrimonial alliance" takes froni a man the power of study-* 
ing the well being of our county, and why a very moderaie 
fortune, a partial acquaintance with Wiltshirenoen, and a re- 
sidence at the verjf borders of the county, can give it to him. 
Whoever can advance no ** greater pretensions*' than these 
latter, " cannot now be elected to represent us, consistently- 
with the principles" we ought to feel, and must " establish** 
to OUT particular honour. 

I remain, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant^ 
May 5, 1818. THE NETT MOON-RAKER. 

To the Freeholders of the County of Wilts. 
Gbntlbmbn, 

An election in a county is something like a retolutioti int 
a kingdom— it produces meli of all descriptions, and amongst 

Q 



. tboM, wiitmi iqrf ocrtfi^Ilir libe ma»t o^ip^^rpns obuit- To this 
yrppW^ the reverjiBs of tl?e " Mooa-Rajccr/' the wh^pifig9 and 
piniags of th« ** Independcprpreeholder," rod the If §t dyipg 
jspeecn and confeasioo of ^he " Wiltshire freeholder !" The 
p^ecipus efFo8ioD9 of the MoQn«Ra)cer are now before mCy 
and half ao hour spent ppop them csanQot be ponsidered Jtop 
miich, especially vqeo they cpi^tai,n i^^e coi^tc^s of hif coia- 
mon-place-boo)c fpjr fprty-six years* 

The gentJieinaii f^pa? no ggre^t friend to antiquity ; h^ 
ascribes our opinions of th^ wisdom and virtue of ppr fore- 
ff tb^rs to infirmUj/, and capnpt but bejieve ^t the pfes^fit 
generation are equally wise and equally virt^pus wi^ tfap^ 
proTCQitprs. I b%ve po wish to run pp^Q the pipfa} obarii^r 
of the pf-es^nt race of buman beiogs* h^p I mp^ tel| tbi^ 
Solomop th^t it is froip the knp^ledge ojTppr forefathers that 
l^e derive ifi^dopi; froppi ^(^feir ^xamp^e ^i^it we practice ^ii'" 
tue ; find though b^ i^^y in bis own estjiinatipn be fyiser thfm 
hjls tesapbers, in m|np bp sb§ws but ft j^vy ipis^r^jble /spepf^cle 
pf prp^ciepcy, ^^pepifllly if tUp If iter^ be W |;ent abrpfid ar^ 
xb^ ehef(f(eupre9 of bis btejr^y exj?rtippp ; bp^ be plfiim^ a p^erit 
froo;! being pld, wbjle b^ attep^ptf tp ipvpigh against ^h^^ 
follies of age ; tells you Avhat old men are apt to M^i^^^ (wd 
|hey are apt to )>el^eve strange tjiipgs sppaetipi^s) with rpgprd 
$p ^b^ir d^gener^te posterity, fipd then reppn^mends thp ri^ng^ 
gepera|:ipa jtp imi^t^ the ^xan^pl^ of tjieif fpref^t^Wt whp 
j¥ere p^itber wiser qor better tbap 0iems/?lyf s. Tlje geptl^? 
Ipan might b^^e spved biqisplf tlip trpuble of tilling lis fbat be 
}$ p)d^ tbe ipfirpiixi^s of ^^^ are sp^n ip every linp 07 bi? )ett^ ; 
upd a ppyp position cpptfiipingippire sppp^lf^tivp oopsens^, Qi^yi^r 
Pfnapated frpm the prps^. Thf buftbep of tb<? «o»g if bi* 
age, he teUs yop tb^t be is " tbrpe «cprc y w^^ pp4 tpp ;*' apd ^ 
really if he had npt told ws ^o, wp n^igh^ bav? rpacjiily gpfsssed 
it, fpr bis letters are full pf pptbipjg but " labppr and porrow.** 
Bpt, gentlemen, if he bad beep nipety-four> ifbg^W^ tb^t tP 
do witb the election for tbp county pf Wilts i If pur fathers 
4id a wise thing, they hAve tj^e credit pf it; if ^bey did fi( 
foolish thing, tbey reaped the profit of it. Wb?it is it %9 ypu 
and me, gentlemen, what this 

" Old Iqte with ae'er a »triog» 
M Or noae beiide ibfi bass/' 

performed forty-six years ago?' He tells us with as much 
gravity ^ )^ we were in^eres^ ip it, thatKe " f^fts tl|en in 
the vigour of life " So he mijght, and bis friends ^avf pro- 
Iwbly jl^tl^ ITfs^oa to lament that he is now in the decline. 
What i§ hfs 9gk tp us frr-VoH ap4 (, gpp^fBen, bav? to prpye. 
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that we are now th the vigour of life, that our fiiculties are 
unimpaired, that we are capable of judging between what is, 
«ind what is not for the interest and honour of .the county^ 
and have spirit enough t6 resist What has tf tendency to de- 
grade it, though sanctioned by d precedent of forty-six years- 
standing. *' I hate these nezo tunes. Sir,'' said the clerk to 
the parson one day. *' Why, John;" said the priest. '* Why, 
Sir, because they are new I*' " Well, but John," continued 
the minister, ** don't you know that the old tunes were new 
once ?" John, however, though not eighty- rour years of age^ 
was fully convinced that to alter a tune, or introduce a new 
one instead of an old, was a most heinous offence, forgetting 
thdt wh^t is forty-six years old wow, was new forty-six year^ 
dgo. If we are to inherit the prejudices of our fathers with 
their names, if we are to walk through the very quagmire to 
thurch, instead of crossing the bridge, merely because father 
didU; it may shew a vast deal of filial affection, but a de- 
plorable paucity of sentiment, and a total absence of all those 
principles which render men a. free and an accountable agent. 
For such a man to talk of independence, when he persuades^ 
those whom he thinks may be inclined to listen to him, ta 
bind himself to the usages of his secret conclave, and be 
dragged like captives at the chariot wheel which they manu-^ 
factured before these days of dreadful innovation, is only the 
mere cant of the party y it is only by becon^ing slaves to the 
Quorum and the Club that you become free ; it is only b^ 
surrendering your privileges that you can preserve them ; it 
is only by receiving representatives frona them, thaj you caa 
at all secure your elective franchbe. " The world was made^ 
for CsBsar V* And the county of Wilts, according to this old 
dotard, was made, not for the Freeholders, but for the Clubs 
and the Quorum ! 

He calls what took place forty-six years ago a glorious 
struggle. But I ask hini wherein it consistedf In his eye it: 
might be so, because it deprived a great body of the people! 
of tneir freedom and their rights, and constituted an epbori 
<)f petty tyrants, who held in subjection the high spirited free-! 
holders of the county of Wilts. They presented the county 
with whomsoever they chose to select; and it was completely 
Hobsbn'schoice, Mai or none; and if any one murmured, he' 
i^a^ marked out as the victim of that local vengeance which 
they knew but too well how, to inflict. It is from the tyran- 
ny of these men that Mr. Wellesley comes to free you. J>a 
not be persuaded to despise the offei*, because this stiperan- 
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geiitlemany borti of a Wiltshire family, and known to us for 
many personal qualifications (from which calumny cannot de- 
tract); though his hereditary estate may be less than that 
acquired by marrying the Wiltshire heiress, and though bis 
cause may rest more upon such qualifications than upon 
splendid family connection. 

My poor insane correspoVdent imagines that when I have 
been most serious, I have only been dealing out detraction, 
and loading his idol with abuse. This is surely the reverie 
of a disorder^ mind ; for in none of my letters nave t sought 
to tarnish his honour^ or to brand his name with unmerited', 
accusation. To attempt this respecting a personage hitherto 
unknown to me and to the freeholders would be ungenerous 
and unjust. But I may be allowed to smile at the youthful' 
gallantry with which he claimed to represent us id Parlia^ 
meat; and 1 wish, for his own sake, that in the ardour with 
which he pursues that object, he had been less bold in the 
display of his alleged support of government, less confident' 
of the legal knowledge gained from a h^ty perusal of Bl^ck-* 
stone's Commentaries ; less ready to speak disrespectfully of 
magistrates; and, when desired to explain an offensive ex- 
pression, less courageous to defend it (like Sir Lucius 0*Trig- 
ger in the comedy) so far as the courier due from one gen* 
tkman to another may require. 

Living obscurely in this remote corner of the coufity, I 
am ignorant of the illiberal and unfounded attacks made 
upon the pubTic and private character of that gentleman by 
the particular friends and professional agents of his opponent. 
If any such there be, he is truly a poor injared idnoceni. 
Having heard of none such. I apprehend that the complaints 
of them, reiterated week after week in the columns of your 
newspaper, may be intended only to oiove our cbm passion' 
and to secure our support ; 

*< For pity melts the mind to love.^ 

But f have heard in my obscurity of the violent perspnal, 
attack made upon the opposing candidate by a disappointed 
tenant. This publication, by whomsoever written, has beiea 
industriously circulated throughout this and the neighbour- 
ing counties, by means which the ostensible author of it coukt 
not command, at an expense which for a private object no 
individual would probably incur. Though I might admit, 
ttiat a candidate for the county may, to promote his interest, 
publish at any expense the praises which hi^ owtt numerous 
tenantry may be requhred to bestow upon him, yet I hope^ 
that no one enjdying the rank of ^ English gentleman, has,' 
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-for the purposies of the election^ given such currency €e que- 
rulous and unjust slander, levelled at the fair character of one 
honourably opposed to him. A npble and generous mind 
would ratlier suppress than promote th^ circulation of stale 
and unreasoualue complaint, made from revenge and not for 
justice, and intended to inflict deadly injury. 

I trust thai hereafter the gentleman, whose cause it is at* 
tempted to prop by such unusual means, will be Jess sensible 
of the remarks made by the friends of his opponent upon tiie 
i^arious incid^tis of the contest, and not imagine them to be 
intended as unfonnded and malevolent aspersions cast upon 
his character, though his lunatic friends may endeavour to 
make him think them so. 

I remain. Gentlemen, your constant reader, 

THE OLD MOON-RAKER. 
Swindon, Mc^ 8, 1818. 



Tq the PrinifTS of the Salisbury and Winchester 
Journal. 

I BEG the favour of you to insert in your next Journal the 
following statement of Mr. Benett's account with Mr. John 
Fidier,* relative to Enford farm, which I have made out from 
documents,- famished from time to time by Mr. Fislier, and 
which I trust will be found perfectly accurate. The rent for. 
the fomr first half years of Mr. Fisher^s term was settled on 
the days when the respective balances appear to have been 
pai^, but sabscquently there has been no final settlement. 
I have therefore stated the accounts half yearly, when Mr. 
Fisher was bound to pay half-a-year's rent, always having 
hdf«apyearU rent in hand. Mr. Fisher asserts in his letter 
of the 21st of April, that I (as Mr. Benett^s attorney) applied 
to him on the 19th of December 1816, for a payment of 
«f^00 on i(opoi}i|t; l||tt in this I submit he ii| incorrect, as 
my application wa|i not for any particular sum, but for such 
JSL suia on account as he could then pay ; and my applica- 
tion was a very civil one, coupled with a request thai he 
would retain in his hands spfiicient to cover apy claim he ' 
CQu|d possibly have on Mr. Benett for disbursements or 
otherwise. Tne result of ^is application on my part was the 
letter and account alhide4 to ny M!r. Fisher, accompanied 
with 9 draft for what he conceived to lie the., balance, but 
which in point of fact was not the correct balance due (even 



allowing the different deductions, some of which were con- 
sidered improper, and for many of which no vouchers wem 
produced,) becadse Mr. Fisher had charged Mr. Benett with 
half-a-y ear's land-taX too much, and balf«a-year's property- 
tax (63/. \s.) as being due at Michaelmas, 1816 when that 
tax had ceased to exist at the Lady Day preceding ; and 
because Mr. Fisher had taken credit for the amount of the 
valuation for ploughing and other work, notwithstanding 
such valuation was made without the privity or knowledge 
of Mr. Benett or his coming-on tenant, who in point of fact 
was* to pay the mone^'. An answer was given to Mr. 
Fisher by me, pointing out these objections, and a request 
made that he would send a remittance of what in 'my judg- 
ment was nearer the correct balance. Here the matter rest- 
ed till the meeting at Deptford Inn, on the 1st of April, 
1817, when Mr. Fisher claims the merit of paying his rent 
before it became due ; but Mr. Fisher cannot fail to recollect 
that this was not the case, for he had no money, but proposed 
to give his promissory note of band, payable at ten days after 
date, for 694/. 135. at the Banking House of Messrs. Locke, 
Hughes and Co. in Devizes, and vi^hich I without the least 
hesitation agreed to accept, alleging that I did not wish to 
be particular, or to occasioii Mr. Fisher the l^ast incon- 
venience. . , 

Mr. Fisher intimates that he has still a claim on Mr. Be 
nett for grass seeds and fixtures; but such claim, if ad- 
mitted, cannot be equal to that which in justice Mr^ Bienett 
has on Mr. Fisher tor the disputed items which he has taken 
credit /or in tJie;account». 

1 beg to apologize for the trouble I am imposing on you^ 
^d remain, gentlemen, /^ 

Your very obedient servant, 

P.M.CH1TTY. 
Shaftesbury, May 9, 1818. 
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By (Mfa year's- Property-tait 

Bv ditto Ijipd^tax for Mill Ltti^ft, } 

aind Great Tithts . . ^S 
By EiUi of Didbyrseincnt* allow-) 
,cd for Buildings, H^paii*, uHi> 

other work to MkhaeiTiiaa, ll^lfl-i 
By Cash paid the Gamekeeper 
By Balance due and carried V^L^^j ig |ax 

the next baU ypr's Account y ' • ^ 

' . i:i»07 17 e 






M 



1815, Otf**fc«lT. 
By tjasli on ^ccouat * • > 

By ditto 

By balf a y<at*s Property' Tax 

By ditto I^nd-taiK for Mill Lands I 
aiid Great Titto, . - J 

By Bills oF Dishursemeuts allow- j) 
/td for ^ui^'tlgs, Repairt and > 
alVerii^C^k;,V>T^dy-day, 18160 

By a claipi for Tlicimas Dear's j 
Bill, for PbLneriiig and White f 
Washing Hud Wall by Mr A 
Filler*! o|-dexs, not allowed by V 
Mr.Bwiell, ... 3 

m Cft|h paid the Gamekeeper . 

f£y Ca»b,ekpeb^djuiJ^Ci:QUiitof 
Hanor- House, 

By Balance dne (Wid carrkd to the 
m^ half jj^ai'jp Account . , 



63 



82 



1 
5 6 

8 7| 



67 S 10 



20 
180 



4 
17 10| 



AvS 



^ ilM 



^y Tial f a y car's P rope rty Tax . 
JJy ditto Land-tax for Mill Ijinda ? 

Bod Great Tithes, . < { 

By BilJs yf DisburaemctitSjailow 

ed for Buildings, Repairs, and 

otlier Work 
By a claiDi for Bill <)f Dwburse- 

mentB* and not alio wed by Mr 

By i^ash paid the Oainekje^per 
By B'alaiice due and' carried to ? 



6 



the uext half year 'a Account ' 



62 is 6$ 
6 17 Ai 

HS2 14 H 



m}p >f «* 



Dr. £. g. 

To ^» I^aUmeeY . 

oflast'Accotii]tVl58S 14 

bir6iislitou • '. ■ V ' 
ToliaJfayfeai's' i 

Rent, d«« Mi- V 6S0 0- 
. cbaelmiuiaifi. S 



»i' 



•£2162 14 8| 



I0({ 6 5^ 

sgf IS d^ 



Cr. ^. fc i, 

181^: CMT. 2i. . 
«By Oulr^ oil ^CMOkll 

December 26. 
By ditto 

* l»f7,^}yflri; . 
By; Bill cUiiiiied for Grais^Seeat 7 \ 

tp be paid b^ cominir oil Tenant ( 
By ditto for mixiDg ditto 

ByilfttD;forptotig;£iii{t>^<l^^c''i 

work on farm •{ 

By ditto for Hoerng'Tifrftibs . ' 

^ « ,aaim madefy Mr. Flther^ 

• for Shears (lent of Land on/ 
^ wliietftAe Mai)6i^ House stoodA 
\ and whiclroucht to have beaii 
'T^iaby M^VGiWs . .1 
By t^M'Ml'Accoant by a promi- 

sory note of hand, payable |^t the Y . 

Banking-house of U^^t%:f 
. X.oeke^ Hngtes^ an^ BatftiistenV *69^1f 
• in Devizes, at 10 days after I 

dut^/r^ceitedin cash UthApri), ) 

IdlT. . • . 



1 
V 



4 10 



£2102 14 ai 



ATirf^.— In the' different Bills of Disbursements ^he Timber used in Repaics, &^ 
is nof included, b^ing'|)aitly purdKased by MV/B^b^tt, and partly cut at En- 
ford and Pythonse. The vahie was yery considerable. 



To the Prinfei's'ofthe SalisU^y aii'd Winchester 
Joutfiak' 
Gentlemen, 

Conceiving that the above account would* be expected 
to appear id' your Journal, I desired Mr.' Chitty^ my soli|citor, 
to make it out as correctly as possible, which' hie h&s done. 
I have only tx> remark, that In the disbursements none of the 
timber which was cut^hd used^oiivth^ eSt&te»'io a very con- 
siderable amount, as well as a sreat deal of the work Which 
^a^ prepared and done at Pythbuse, is 'included^ nor is a bill 
ihcldded to the amount of ix 123 \tsl Sit. for Oakland carpen- 
ters' vVork at the hatched in the new meadows', which wias" 
rfone by a pers6h in this neighbourhood, and 'paid by. myself. 
The whble charge for'making the new meadow, exclusive of 
the above hatch*-work, amounts to ^374 145. llrf.. As the' 
ine^dbw' does not contain seveh acres,.this extraordinary ex- 
penditure, under the control of Mi*. Fisher, thoii^h'far short. 
ot £G0o, could not be for my benefit.' 

M^ Fisher, in his last letter, has evaded the most material 
points on' the subject in discussion, that is, whether be got 
or lost money on my farm, and whether I did or did not turn 
him out of its possession. . 

I' trust my Wiltshire friendi will nfever believe I could 
b^ve supplied so absurd afad abusive an exjpression to them as ' 
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Mr. Fisher asserts, which I never used, or excef>t bv bis letter 
erer beard of. 1 will now lewre the public to judge of his 
motives and conduct; and as I considered him to have united 
faiihaelf with others equally conteoiptible, who have, I trust, 
served mv cause by their malevolent and vulgar abuse, I shall 
take.no ruTther notice pf him. 

I remain, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Pythouse,MqyS,ms. JOHN BEN ETT. 



WILTS ELECTION. 
To the Printer^^ of the Salishury and Winchester 

Journal. 

GfiNTLKX^EVr, 

Mi^ Long Wellbslby not having declared what be 
meant by the ** Notorious Quorum" alluded to in one of his. 
addresses, npr Dimmed .the Mafri^trntes composing it, — We, ibp 
undersigned, defy Mr. Lon^ Welleslej/^ or amy other person^ to 
prove that we have at any time exercised the authority vested in 
us as Magistrates for the purpose of furthering our private 
views. 

Wad. Locke J. Fuller 

J. R. Grossett M. Joy 

Thomas Hele Phipps Edwd. H. Mortimer 

Charles Lewis f^hipps J. Wbitlalker 
George Edraonstone Abraham Ludlow 

Henry Bayntun Wm. Temple. 

7ihMay,m8. 

To W. Long Wdlesley, Esq. 

Conceiving that I also' belong to the Quorum Family, 
although my Christian name being "Anti" may appear to 
coiitradict it, I have sent you the following extract from John- 
son's Dictionary, 3 vol. quarto, 6th edition^ 1785, respectini;^ 
the word notorious^ which you have so freely used towards 
some branches of the family. 

The extract is this: — *^ Notorious (adj. notorious, Lat. ; 
notoire, Fr.) publicly known ; evident to the world ; apparent ; 
not hidden — It is commonly used of things known to their 
disadvantage ; whence by those who do not know the true signi- 
fication of (he word^ an atrocious crime is called a notorious 
crime, public or secret !'' 

**The goodness of your intercepted packets, you writ to the 
Pope against the King ; your eoodnessy since you provoke me, 
shall be most notorious.*^ Shahpeare. 



Is if, Sir, in this latter smse, of Sbakspeare^ that yoQ have 
used the ambrg^uous vfonl notorious? Is it really your 
meaning that the goodness of ottr Quorum Family is most 
notorious? If so, I will not ask you to name the persons of 
tvhom the Quorum is cortiposecl, as my tblicacy ought to 
fofbid the question, and by asking it, I should probaUy 
become too notorious. Yours, obediently, 

April 29th, 1818. ANTI-QUORUM. 



WILTS ELEGtlOl*. 

Thb freeholders of the county of Wilts, who are interested 
in supporting the independence thereof, will dine together at 
Marlborough, on Friday, the !^nd instant. 

A large body of Electors having expressed an intention of 
bring present, gentlemen wishing to join the party are requesttxl 
fo give nptice to Mr. Shrimpton, of the Marlbro* Arms, that he 
may pmvide aecotdingly. 

' The chair will be takca by Pulwar Craven, Eiq.; and 
Dinner on the table punctually a( 4 o'clock. 



To the Editor of the Salisbury Gaxette. 

On, Mr. Editor I when will this long-wished for dissoTlition 
take place ? — What between Old Moon^Rakers and New Moon-' 
Rakers, Natives i Lunatics , Old H earls , Grateful Tenants, Dis^ 
satisfitd Tenants, Quorum, and Jnti-Quorum^ your columns 
arc filled ; and if a stop is not put to this itch for writing, (by 
which nobody gains, except yourself and your brethren of the 
press), there will, be no room left to advertise the last new 
invented blacking, or to tempt your readers by some new Ijot« 
tery device. After all, how little to the purpose do all these 
scribblers occupy your pages ! The freeholders of this great 
county merely wish to be told, mfew words ^ the merits of the* 
respective . Candidates, and their comparative claims to our 
suffrages; and 1 think this may so e^i&iiy be done, that 
although livfng in retirement and not in tlic secrets of clnbs or 
quorum, I shall venture to state iny reasons for giving a 
plumper to Mr. Long Wellesley. 

I will first,' however, shortly notice the other Candidates ; — 
As to Mr. Methuen, we have heard nothingof bini since the 
:26(h of March. 1 presume, therefore, that he considers himself 
secute. But let him not be too confident; unless he can beast 
of pietenMons equal to those of my finrourite, he at least cannot 
exj^^t to be at the head of tbe^poU. / > 
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Than we bare. Mr. Bcmtt. Tbii gefitkman im no iecqpi. 
mendaiion^ but the being a resident, country genUeman^ or an 
old family ; . an active magistrate ; an officer in the Yeomanrj^ 
president of the County Agricultural Society : as he has o&r 
oioiisly attended to tlie local business of Wiltshii^ and has no 
connection with, or interest in, any other county; ar be baa 
the misfortune to hare (he avowed opposition of that distm-* 
l^isbed character, Mr. Henry Hunt, the chairman of the Spa- 
welds' meetings; and as he is even siiipecf^rf' of h^itirtg; rit thtf 
last election, instigated Mr. Methuen to the daring step of can- 
vassing the freeholders at large, without having the sanction of 
any diubs or commit t^e^; let us not becuMe dupes to bis shal- 
low pretensions^ no, Sir, 

mtx Lonfi WelUik^ ia the mart ; . he. orily is fit to^ be^ om 
member. Though bis< family is Ir ifeh, .4ind be was bom ( I fioH 
eol wbens) yet Wiltshire is the home ofbi8>adbpl'ioR. Since 
he married the opulent heiress of the Heutteof Drajf/cdi h&d 
nncensinfly have his talents t)een exerted ; bow liberally baa 
bis fortune been expended^ for the hon<Hir, the interest, and 'the 
bappiness of . bis chtosen county; He has been called a i?;p2e> 
man^ and has been treated aa if his present canVasa-were^thi 
first attention he had paid us ; but we may appeal to Mr. R. 
Long, our present representative, who well knows that it is no 
new thou^it, for^ so long, ago as^at tbe^ last general election^ 
this gentleman had* some idea of standing forward! The six 
jemrs' wtmhhatve stnee elapsed, haf« sbeWn ' us hJsl imleflti- 
PjMo attent )o» to the business of the county^ and hi^ social atel 
A'cttpilable intercourse With its aahabttants, nith ail of whom 
tbis:intervaI,.sajudiciORsiy employfd, basr fartunatirly enaUiod 
btm to beoonse- filmiliaff. Then ' we have certificates* of cha* 
meter, sighedbyW'iltshiretenaRts; Dorsetshire teilaivis^ Hamfi^ 
abiie*leoan«s, Yorkshire tenamsyand Essex^to^ I ^ni) wtongj 
MCi&sex*; 1 suppose tbat-he farms the fisscx) eslatea ihimseil^^ 
Ofitbat the' lettem of recommendation from his' nearest neighs 
ioifrsIiiavemiscarHed)-*doubtl^i all the spontaneous' ae(sx>( 
tbeir< respective tenants. Andj Sir, wiiail a oomptunettit ia^ 
paklus^anii can' we rpject the mao who offers il ? AaMri^ 
i^llestey (ina most«Ioquentspeech, to a-co 
aiiter theiast Devizes fair),lKis correctly stated :r— Heis'*' Kiai;; 
of £ssex^" and coakl have represented thml county, but ht*rt^ 
jtctedii; — ^^ Hampshire is under his feet;" ati4 h^odnld)mve 
baei>«/ilid^ member, bnl he despiied iti ho could l^aVe/bben 
Jjord^Vfivi%iu, . or Lotxl • Dedtes ^Mbrhitrcross^ - or Lord sAnd-n 
/Mip^vbnt, nv: to be ^knight, of the aldTd /or WHltil^'^tra 
piMI, tbe independent comity of Wilts, wbeaetnb Gdverawen* 
|n8aeac» is tbteatcned, no upam of familytialerastvibr^tho 
purpose of keeping up a Zi(^ ai^cessioa^of^member^.liaa 



Mr. Huftty all coal^f^e in his favoar; this is t&e summit of liU 
wbfe darin|?. Then who are his opponents?- TiieiwJjiirH^^ ' 
forsooth; of the r^ideht countrj gentlemen and yeomanry ; — 
ft set ofioolisfa magistrates, who have gone about caiwaisifiic ^^ 

with the clerk of Uie pence, constables with white wands, and 
all the staff of the sessions, at their bead, to shew * their ^V ma* 
gisternit pomp /' and have deprived wrong-sided pabUcans of 
their licenses, and committed qualified freeholders, as poachers,- 
&c. to shew how well they exercise their ^^ mapsteridl anibo^ 
riiy/* and who (as is ihost notorio^is) give up less tiaie,.iuid 
4akeles8 trouble, for the jservice of the public, while they are 
betttr paid for tif, than any other class of men. How much 
more respectably is Mr. Wellesley attended in AfV canvass ^ bft 
does not call in the aid of country ^ntlemen, magistnites, «m1 
j^OiBanry. but is constantly accompanied by grmre and reve- 
rend divines ; who^ whetfier in the fairs and marj^ets^ or .fc^- 
comingty assisting at ^' double encoibs" to festive son^,riiever 
appeared to be more in their pro^r place. 

There is, to be sure,, one thing which ,my neighbours jit 
t^dford urge against Mr* Wellesfey;— that he voted /or the 
Corth'BiU; but did not jMr. Benett speak in favour of some 
foolish meajsure.of the ;si^is sort? and we all know how much 
more h^rm ipuait .h$bye bieen done by m Apeeeji in Waf miniter 
iparket,;thaii by a vote ip the House pf Commons. 




joiir pajper fburte^ adYertiseneids pn the same sidp of the 
questioif. * 1 9m^.Kr^ youss, &c. 

TrouMdge, May U. AN OBSERVER* 



Aft an the determin^iop I h^d made in my Jmit letter, I 
feel it necttsary to apologize for my (agi^i«i wcwpy wg #o tor« 
a space in your paper ; b^^^n Ja;itJ/ip«tion of «y cliafaetor, I 
am again called forth before the public io give a trvfi copy pf 
the account between myself and ftlj, Wwnctt, wWcb 4t ^ 
follows : • , 
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JOHN BENETT, Esq. in nccinmi wUh Mr. JOHN FISHEI^i oi to Word Farm. 



1*0 lialf a year's Property-tsix . 42 10 

To BBIs of Disbursements fori 
BttUdiiigSy Bepairs, and other! .. ^ ^ 
vork. as per Vouchers deli-f 
vered • . } 

To Cadi paid Mr. Newbold,) 
for Swealsh Tumtp-seed, forf 
Mr. B.'t use, as per biU Fe-T 
brnary 1st . . . ) 

To clear Cash paid as balance 7 
to Michaehnas . ) 



11 9 



59 5 



£630 6 



1818— i:^y-d«y. 

To half a year's Ppoperty-tax 63 
To Bills of Disbursements tor ^ 
Buildings, Repairs, and other f .^^ ^ . ^ 
work, as per vouchers delif ' 
vered . • .3 * 

To Receipt-stamp . v 5 

To clear Cash paid as balance > 077 a 9 
toLady-day,. . ..\^^^ ® ^ 



^630 



To half a year's Property-tax 
To half a gear's Land-tax 
To Bills of Disbursements for 
. Buildings, Repairs, and other 
work, as per vouchers deli- 
vered 
To Cash paid Gamekeeper, per 

Mr. B.'s order 
To clear Cash paid at Michaels' 



£704 6 



on) 



- To clear Cash due to me on 

Rent, as balance up to Mi- 
chaelmas 1813 
18l4~LadywZay. 
TohaIfay6arrsPropqrty.tax . 63 
|To' ditto Land-tax . ' . 6 
To BilU of Disbotvements fori 
Buildings, Repairs, and other ( . „ 
vrork, 'as per vouchers deli-f *"^ 
vered . .^ 

- To ditto, ditto, allowed for Re- 

pairs of Cottages. &c. not be- 

longing to Enford Farm 
To Cash paid Gamekeeper 
To Receipt-staQip 
To Cash paid, as balance to \ 

, Lady-day . . j 



74 6 



Cr. 

1812. — MkkaflmaB. 

By half a year's^ 

rent up to f 

Lady^-Day^ f 

1812, 3 



£. ». d. 



630 




«£6i0 



1813.~Z:^y-Day. 

Byhalfayear^: 

rentuptoMi^f 

' cliaelinas, ( 

1812, J 



630 



^680 



9 9} 



^1 



48 1 8i 



10 




9 10 
5 



318 1 2 



£030 



By half a year's] 

rent np to 

Lady-I>ay, 

1813, . 
By cabh over 

paid in rent 

up to Mi- 

'cnaclmas, 

1813, . 



630 



74 6 



£704 6 



1814.— Lad^-D«y. 

By half a yearns 
rent up ti 
chaelmas, 
' 1813, 



Fayear^sl 







^630 



139 

Br, ^ £, $. i. 

To Bills of Diilnirtmneiit^ u) 
pec vouchei B defivered to Mr. f a-i a i fv k t 
Benett from Lady^ay 18W. ^^*® *'' ^* 
toMicfafieliiiasl816\ 
To Bilh of DisbnrftementSy as 
per youoflieci delivered, oni «-« . . 
•ccotiot of New Manor ^^" ** 
House, Eoford . ,j 

To three half year's Land and ) 
Property Taxes, as per Re- > 208 6 
celpts defiyered • . S 

To Gash paid Mr. Bttietfs) 
Gamekeeper at sundry times C tie « ox 
torn U^-day 1814, to Mi- r ^ ^ ** 
chadnas 1816. as per orders j 
W4, ' '^. -" 

Nov. H. — Cash on account ?' ^-^ 
of Kent .{-«fiO 
1815, 
Jit}iel6.—Pitto . . 50 

0«*. IT.— Ditto . . ^05 

i)fc.S|._l>itto . . 50 

-— 055 

To balance due to Michaebnas l.^a a a 

1815 . . . J 48a. 6 



^1800 a 



1816, 

pir order t*^" ^^ 
• 18 10 
. 10 4 



Jum 10.— Ditto 
^ng* 9.— Ditto 



Jtt^^.^To a Note of :HaQd at 

four months for ^1000 . 

Michs. To Disbursements for 

BepQirs,4rc. aspervouch- 

ea,toMichaehpMlfil6 ., 

To Disbursements^ as per vouc&- '^ 

ers, on account of Manor > 

House • < • •) 

Cash nAid lor Grass^) 

jieeds, by Mr. Be- 

nett's order, as per 

Bills . .J 

Mbuig and sowing I 

tlie same j. . ) 

Cash paid for labour, cleaning ] 

land for sowing Tnrnipi, by! 

Mr. Benett's order • . ' 

To two half year's Property and | 

Land Tftkes, as per Receipts i 
JDec. s».— To Gash oni aco4«nt of] 

Rent 



47 11 11 

1000 



M 19 8} 



6 0^ 



^£99 18 



2 10 



42 3 

.2 1 1 

1*8 14 

196 6 6} 



0anitd^oyer X1450 5 4 



Cr. .£. f. d.' 

By half a year's} 

1814. . 3 



1815.— La{fy-D4 



'X^ 




1815.— ilftcAoffiiMts. 
ByhalfayeaKs] 
rent u 
LadyJ 
1815, 



IftcAoffmas. 
If a year's) 
tup to f 
[y-Day, ( 
5, . 3 



eso •' 



080 b 



^1890 



18]i6.^il 
^^dSjl;'''?^**^} 482 9 e 



1816.— Lcu/y-Day* 

By half a yearsl 

rentnptolfi^f 

chaelmasy C 

1815, . 3 



k 



1816.— Jlficftael^f. 
Byhalfayear'il 

1816. 



Hi€haemu$. 
if a year"!) 
t up to f 

6, . 3 



. Carried over .f 1742 9 € 



i- • _ 



130 



-22S 19 



Dr. £. 

Brottgbt oy«r . . 1450 

Amount of vahialion, per Mr. ? 
Hay ward . .J 

1817, April 1.1— To three year's^ 
Bent of tl|^ Land eiyeti tp to i 
Mr. B. for building Manor T 
House on, the Quit-rent of?* 
which oug^t to be received of \ 
the Tenant at Court • ^ 

To Bill at ten days for balance, 

Siyable 9t Messrs. Ii0cke,>>694 13 
ttg)ies,andCo. 



4 10 






dfaSTfi 9 6 



Cr. 

Brought over t 

By the half ^ 
yearns rent in 
band «plo j' 
MichacJmas, I, 
181d,aiiddae. 
as per agree-l 
mentinLeaae^ 
Lady<'IHiy^ 
1817. 



£. t« d. 

1742 9 



6S0 



£2^2 9 6 



' I am tpady to make affidavit that the nbore i^ a correct 
account. . . 

After having Teceived the letter which Mr, ChiKy alludes to 
of the 19th Dec. 1816^ I received one from Mr. Benett, d^ted 
the 29th of the same month, desiring me to. send himjBMQj. ^ 
which of course I refused to do ; as 4hereiira8 not that sum due . 
to him at that time, after dedocttng the work done by Mr* 
£enett!a express orders, before Mr. Fay took the farmi and the 
ieUers Id that effect, I have now in my possession^ but I sent 
liim what I considered as the balance. Mr. Chitty then wrot^ 
, fo^ <£340. 13^. 5d. which he considered as the balaoce due to 
Micbaeinaas^ whkh som if I did not remit in a few days he 
mid lif would distrain for. 1 therefore leave the public to 
judge of the civility of his applicflion. Upon this i put the 
matter intq the hands of my solicitor ; and the last iiiree yeai^ 
Tunning account was settled by them in my presence at the 
;Dtptford'lRn, on the 1st of April, ISlT^iatbe same way a« 
stated ab0ve r and Mr. Chitty expressed bis perfect satisfactioti 
with the correctness of it» as produced b^ me, and now in bis 
possessioii. A^ to the other matters in dispute, refative tQ tb^ 
valuatioq not beiag paid by Mr. B. T must ri^er the public Co ' 
; mjr fofoier letters. 1 admit that theiiQ wos an error in th6 
f:harge of half a year's property-tax, which iwar immediately 
corrected upon hieing pointed out. With r^pect to the. two • 
material points Mr. B. says I have evaded, it must be evident 
to every practical farmer in that neigbbourhpod^ that I siinl^ a 
considerable sum of money on Mr. B's* fi^rm, and Mr. B. is 
ftlso aware of it himself, for he has frequently told me I could 
not, in those times, make any thing >fpr rent; and still be has 
had everv sixpence of his rent ^« to jcaoiitiiiiiiiig on Enfold 
fBLvm^ 1 cfeclare, I never had an opportunity of taking it agaif^, 
in Any eihes wi^ Mcept af; t^c ^i^e rant I. can prove Mr. B. 
did make use of the expression relative to the inhabitants of 
'Wil(8> as stated by me in. my last letter. I also defy Mr. B. 
to prove that any of the assertions coatained in my former 



-hMn are iitod^rect. It is 1>tit uatoibl that Mr. Beii^t should 
express his contempt for doe who has so Mlfprmjed him con* 
tediptible; bat he has to thank bimseif add his ageats; for C 
can assure him and. them that 1 should never l^iaVe ventured in 
a public print, btit in self vindication* With regard to the 
in^ihtiations of the Old Moon^dUker, I here solemnly assert^ 
that 1 have never had any commnnications, either directly* or 
indirectly,. with Mr. Weilesley, relative to the dispatel at 
issiie; and that the whole expenses attendant on the vindt* 
cation of my charaoterV aVe paid by myself. 

I remain, Sir/ydar obedient servant, 
AllcmmrigB, May IS, 1818. JOHN FISHER. 

iVb^f.— The New Manor House was built chiiefly from the 
timber Mr. B. cut down upgn his estate at Enford. 

Mf. Fisher takes this opportunity of publicly thanking an 
unknown friend, signed a South Wilts Freeholder, for his 
letter and remarks on the matter between Mr. Benett and 
himself. 



To the Freeholder of ihe CknmUf qf WiUi. 

IN THE COUNTY COURT. 

Fisher flgaim/BBNETT. 

** Ahd tlie dirt csme out/'--Judgcs ch. S, ▼, 22. 

GBMTLaMBN, 

Yon may, if you please, call this my first letter on Dirt. 
It is not'the^tst that I have written on such a subject--^ 
many a dirty subject has come under my cognizance ; but tbH 
is dirt of a peculiar kind, and exposed under peculiar circnnn 
stances, and therefore were I even to travel a little out of my 
way to take it up, and so dispose of it, as to fructify tbi 
cause of independence, you would not, I am sure, consider 
your time Uispent in fc^lowing me, in observing my motions, 
And in profiting by my exan^ple.— At all events, gentlemen^ 
you will not suppose, I hope, that there is any thing liked(s<A 
respect, intended to you in my presenting you nothing bvt 
dirt, for your entertainment. The sun that gilds the towers of 
Fonthill,alsQ illumines the desolations of Wardour, nor com^ 

{ promises the lustre of his character, by throwing around the 
ungus, those rays which gave brilliance, and taught obedi^ 
ence to the sun-flower ! Iq fact, gentlemen, the subject hat 
forced itself upon me, and if by the introduction of it I shall 
be enabled to keep the freeholders of Wilts from participd*^ 
ting in a dirty job, I shall not think that I have engag^ 
your attention in vain, nor spent an hour unprofitably, 
it was my intention, before 1 felt it my duty to addresi 
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iyou oil tins imbjitcti to hate offered von a few.-msarks on 
'ihe tupeitmnuated ravingt of the Moon^'Raker, and upon 
thoie specimens of original com position: which W:^. W, Sal- 
inion tnpttgbt proper first to '^intrade/* and then to'' ob- 
.tcude'^npoo yonr notice; but these for the present I must 
.defer. There is anodier docnment with respect to which f 
not left in consid^able difficnltyi and that is the consunt" 
mately ridiculous address of some of the Quorumites to Mr. 
•Wellesley, demanding information to whom he referred when 
he spake of the fManaus Quorum I Whether this application 
arose from the desire of the gentlemen who signed it, to ac- 
.quaint the world, that thejr were magistrates or not; whether 
it arose from their ambition to share with friend Fulwar the 
honour of advertizing, or from an oyer*weening anxiety to 
do something in aid of the good cause, or otherwise, I can- 
not for the soul of me discoveis -They bad some motive^ 
no doubt — probably to become ridiculous ! If so, the^ have 
attained the completion of their wishes, without exciting the 
smallest portbn of envy. They have now became most con- 
spicuously ifo/ortons/ and what is more, have pitftf for being 
so! How preposterous to b|ame Mr. Wellesleylpr describ- 
ing them by an epithet, which' they have been emulous to 
deserve! Which W. W. Salmon, and after him John 
Bennet account an honour I These gentlemen tell vou, as no 
small feather in their caps» that they are ''well known;'* 
that is, that they are in fullest sense of the term, notorious f 
Nay, gentlemen, they go farther, ihey say tbev are **ioo well 
iknownT What they mean by this pfairase I really cannot 
|my, this they must explain themselves; I may possibly at* 
jtenipt it on some future occasion. 1 know what meaning the 
^f common 9ulgar'* attach to it, but that can in no way be ap- 
plicable to such gentlemen as Mr. Benett or Mr. Salmon; 
men bo mtorious throughout the county for talent and learn- 
ings for .piety and morality, for the practice of every virtue 
^hat can raise or ornament the mind. At present, gentlemen, 
asuiyectof another kind claims my attention and yours; 
and when I tell you that I go to the consideration of it with 
iiixtreme. regret, (but tellyOu the real sentimenu of my mio<^ 
I but express the feelings which po98es8 my breast.' 

Gentlemen, the words which I nave selected for mv motto, 
refer to a transaction, that topk place in Israel, when that 
Miion was occissionally under the dominion of Judges^ or 
lesKierB raised up by providence for the government and pro- 
tection of tliat people, before the appointment of the regal ' 
prder ambngst oiem. And, by the bye, if there are any scep- 
tick at the present day,- with regard to the superiority of /re- 
rtditarjf oyer elective governments, let them retire; let them 
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,rcBil the Book, of Jod^, ^^ mid be no Diorefkitbkas btttli^ 
jteTtng." -^ i shttll not a)iolMise ibt tbb di^retfi6B, but oil- 
.seitve that after tbe de«ith orOthniely Israel became subject 
lio jBgloQjtbe kitig of Moaby ^ybo was a very fat man, and 
wba grievoittiy oppressed ihem fot* eighteen years. Ehud a 
Befljamite (it is not said that he was ti native or rtddtnt in ^b» 
.pbMse from which be .was seut, but yet be was siaiployed) at 
the end of tbst period^ was sentito carry the pcesent or aceos- 
•tonied tribute which he exacted, and then took an Opportia- 
oity of stabbing 4be king, and on which it is said '' tlie^dirt 
,Gameoat/' 

Now, gentlemen, yon are in some n^spects precisely in the 
.sitoationof ancient Israel. You are not oppressed by the 
govertoient of your country, (though you are'iatigbt to de« 
spiseito mt€re$t\) you are not .opprtesed by a foreign foe, 
but as it. not pnfrequently happens, you find in your owb oaso, 
that '^ is man's enemies are tbose of his.oiwa house." Your 
x>ppreliors are to be foiisd amoiig yourselves;' they i>eloiig 
to your county— 4u*e natives and rend?ii^.9r— and. bfiag f<>ri^ara 
lia^^^as a plea for their iisur{>atioR I The privilege :ofi<g^ 
gtrs is denied you; they are allowed to tell their couiplaints, 
bi|t as you have an opportoaity of doing this dniy by your 
representative's, this right is denied you, unless you will ex- 
ercise it in the way that they shall direct,* or throogh the me- 
dium that they choose to provide. They^usurpa. supremacy 
ojrejr the mind — the mnd^ which other tyrant baye left freer! 
-—Like Eglon — they are fat^ retry* fat mef^ ;, ready to burst 
with honour Aw^ incUpendence! Men of great note 1 /^ Too 
well known r yet extremely modest, olusbing at. being 
ihoug\i% nptoriousl Listen to theic tale: beyond their secret 
cppcTavd, there is nei^ier talent t^or ui^egnty, property nor 
prinGi{>k ! They have gone oa in this way > for eighUtn — 01 
DO, Israel had the advantage of you there ! eighteen ! they 
have sat as your oppressors for these /orl^ years, ugly a9. the 
night-marei and dismal as desolation ! They expecteii that 
you, gentlemen, the high spirited freeholders, of Witts* 
woi^d continue to run at their beckon, and kneel at their 
nod; that you would be duped by their professions, and 
overaWed by their power; that you would; continue t<^ be- 
lieve them to be the. great men that they had represented 
themselves to be, and would be ready to pluck out every 
tongue that should move against them !— Like Eglon io lus 
suuamerparlbur, they wer^ sitting alone, every thing was 

f' oing on smoothly ; the ^^IndepeniaeatFreehplder". spreading 
is calumnies, and pouring out his lamentotions ! The chan«- 
dier-shop gossips of Devizes euliv^ning with tbeir's the second 
childhood of the Moon-Rakei ! Every thing that Was vil^, 



b^M^ed to Mr. W«lletley ; «very thing pioreantf rihAam^ 
liberal and enliffhtened, bdonged to Mr. Bedtlt; a forgiVtiig 
husband, a kind muAery a most coni&ifdi^rate Idodiord! When 
loi in one moment I the Dagon of their idoiatrj^ tbe'E^Ibn 
oF tbeir usurpation, (exhibits aspeolttdey which at enoegtvea 
the lie to all their assertions, and levels the tab^nacle df 
their tyranny with the dast{ The greatest effects^ gedtlaiMQ, 
ate sometimes produced by the most Unlikely medos^ orby' 
means in themselves the most apparently inadequate; a httie 
spark kindlei a great fire; and the pen of John Fisher of 
JEnford, (certainly not a goose<]ui\\), one of those ittiteraie^ 
despised, contemptible beings, cidl«d fimnersr; men #ha 
have an a stuck before their natnes, m we say, <t rati a motis#, 
o gnat, a worm, "a Mr. Johtii Fisher,^ has adcomplisfaed an 
enterprise as great as that of Ehud's ; his pen, Irke the dagger 
of the Jewish chieftain, has entered the idol of bonoar nnd 
idd^endence which the junta had set up, ^ the dirt" haft 
come ''out ;" every thiAg is exposed that vfm cautiously con* 
cealed, and it is now your duty and mine, (thotfgh not a tery 
pleasant job), to analyse the substances; to separate between 
*" the precious and the vile,'' to discern on which side lies tht 
truth, and wherever we shall find falsehood, oppression^ in* 
jtistice, or irthnmanity, to reprobate it accordingly. 

Gentlemen, if ihlegrity was not its own reward^ if it did 
not ^ifibrd a pr^ent gratification for some of these sacrifieei^,. 
which feeling and ^iendship are compelled $on>etimes td 
make to triith, it would soon be' banisned frodi the list tif 
human virtues, and become an exile from the bosom and'th^ 
a\>odes of men. It would generate nothing but pain, and 
load existence with a burthen, which it provided nothing to 
support. Happily for the world this is not the caike. Thit 
consciousness of having done our duty to the best of out 
knowledge and ability, makes an ample amends for every 
difficulty we have to encounter, for all thoSe conflicts Which 
take place between the mind and the heart, when the latter 
would oppose the endearments of friendship to the omnipo* 
tence of truth. This is precisely the situation in whiqh I ant 
placed at present, midway between duty and friendship. To 
secure at least my own approbation, Tshall sacrifice sensibi- 
lily at the shrine of truth ; prefer my country to my friend, 
and convince you how little the partialities of the heaift have 
to do with patriotism, ^iot that I am insensible to them^^ 
not that I do tiot prize them ; but I love the county better ; 
1 prefer its honour and its interest to them all. It is nbt^ 
therefore, because I love Caesar less, but'because I love Rome 
more, that I reqdest your serious attention to the subsequent 
observations. . . 



185 

. YoQUrfll r«e(^kcty gentlemen/ that in the first letftrt SiSS 
my9elf the bottour to address to 3'ou, that I there stated my 
firm tsonviotion that Mr. J. Benett was a fit and proper pec* 
son to represent your county in parliament. I knew him to., 
be a man of talent^ a decided man, and believed him to be a 
man of a highly independent mind, and of unsullied honour. 
Acting up to such a belief, [ warmly recommended him to * 
your notice ; and being unknown as the author of that ad« . 
dress, I had an opportunity of pressing upon the considera« 
tion of my friends the observations it contained. — tit was 
^ivkh no, small degree of surprise and regret that I shortly 
found that the independence of which Mr. Benett had spoken, 
was of that kind which reflects no great honour upon the. 
possessor; in fact, gentlemen, it was nothing but' the most 
abject and slavish dependence ; instead of trusting to his per* 
sena) merits (and ( • have some opinion of them) ; instead of 
throwing himself on the good sense of the county, and who 
Tvould have returned this net of confidence with interest ^ he . 
throws btmseif into the arms of the very faction who have 
tyranoised over tlie eountyfor these forty years, and who have 
converted its elective franchise into a mere farce^ This self* 
appoint^ .Ephori presided over tlie destinies of Wilts; se<. 
lected, nominated, returned its members; while the free* 
holders had just as much share in the election, as they bad 
in the dinner that followed it. Yet, gentlemen, it is not 
strange that though by such conduct, you were deprived of 
one of your dearest rights as -Englishmen and Wiltshire 
freeholders, a right on which all the others depend, that there > 
should be found wretches mean enough, base enough, to per*-. 
snade ^r to attempt to persuade you into a belief that such a- 
stUteof things is thebesi! Such was the object of the.^' Iih 
dependent Freeholder ; he; good man, was such a friend to 
sobriety, that he wished you to have no election at all, for* 
fear that you should take a drop too much, and, like some of > 
the folks of Crieklade, take a roll in the kennel, kiok up a row, 
and take an evening's repose in the wattrh-house ! Good- 
soqI! this was his way of preserving entire and uncontami* 
dated the rights of his county ; and I dare say that he wonld* 
much sooner see England become a province of France, than* 
spend a penny for gunpowder, or hear the report of a musket J** 
Sneh. too,, is the evident object of old square toes at Swindon, 
who concludes a most tremendously stupid story, with a more • 
ridicnlbus signature, attempting to awaken the love of slavery ^ 
by a term ot reproach ! As if after the abominable state of: 
degradation into which the faction had sunk the county, any 
name was good enough for a man of Wilts] Nothing upon- 
the earth can be more ludicroos, than to4iear bin^ incessantly > 
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pining tfler thehalycoii 4bj% of t772f thft Ab|9QtUm Age 6r 
the old dotard's poliiics! Nothing but 177lis! BlfimdlT?^!. 
Gbnous 177^1 These were the day s.f6r. cocked hats# bob- 
wigs, saltbox pockets, and every thing important to ocxmty; 
independence ! — -Knew nothing of Day and Martin's Biadking . 
then; marched to the hustings with shoes soaked in train • 
oil ; while some preCerred bog's lard, because it was a milm^ 
and had been a rc^u/fit/ of the counry!!! 

Such is the way, gentlemen, in which these two Lumiaa* 
ries pf the West, would dazzle you out of your itidependonoei : 
With regard to the first, I shall say no more;. as a gentle^/ 
man who signs himself '^ C^ididus/' is treating the. supers . 
latite nonsense of that poor creature in the only' wqjt in 
which it ought to be treated, namety, by exposing, to ridi-. 
cule, what is of itself, in the fullest sense of the tc^riRi r»dh . 
etdous I With regard to Master Moon* Raker, as be signs . 
himself a /i)o/, he shall have full right to ail the privileges: : 
and immunities of the character ; and you and ly.geailelnen^- 
shall yet have many a taugb at his expense. I .am, howe^ter, ; 
in no tangbing humour with bim-.now : thetconclcldiflig.p^*; 
ragrapfa in his letter of yesterday deserves the severest ani« * 
mad version, ilis reasoning there, gentlemen (if you think, 
such trMh can hav^ any thing to do with reason), goes ' 
to prove the necessity of electing Wiltshire gentl^Q(eti, ! 
wbMever their characters may ht\ Now, gentleman, -^at; 
think you of this ? Is the Moon-Raker a fool ? Is he some* * 
thing else ? I defy any person to put another consiructiQii > 
upon his language than I have done; his n^eaning stares ybp : 
in tbcface, and his letters and himself ought to l^ coasigoed •. 
to perpetual obloquy ! But 3'ou are aware of the cause, ge0»', 
tlemen; a little (AW has come out, and some, of it seemi.to: 
stick pretty securely to some of our independent Wiltshire v 

Sntlemea of *^high honour!" Amongst the rest* Fish^ifs. 
ter bears heavily; it is working its way; it is gaining pfo« 
selytes by wholesale; and the Moon-Raker, instead of do»; 
feuding his friend, takes it for granted that every wprd is^; 
true ; i^nd says to you, gentlemen, as Agesilans said to : (hc(» 
Spartan judge, *' if Nicias be not guilty, acquit him ^f his, 
innocence — if he be, acquit him for fir^sake; kvAM^m^.iix 
be, acquit himV* Gentlemen,- the Moon-Raker goes farther, 
than toe ^^ Spartan king — he says^ not merely acquit, binv. 
but invest him with the honour you can confer; entrust him.' 
ivith the dearest interests you possess! JDon*t you think^. 

?^n tlemen, that this Moon*Raker is a very modest mfrnT 
ott will be, convinced of it by the time ihut we bav^'6Xr^> 
amined Mr. >'i$her's letter and Mr. Benett's reply ; ope.thingti : 
hpwever, keep in asiod-^ tbftt sincr Mrn Beoett bps ftiirr^ii4er«^ ; 
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hm iiidepeiidenise iot6 tht hamh ^ the QoonAni and the 
dub, ^t if every letter in Mr. Fisher's letter were as true as 
the son is bright, and every offence charged in it as Mack as 
perdition itself, in such a contemptible light do they hold 
yon, that they would force him upon you, if you were stupid 
^ough to submit to it, merely to preserve their usurped au^* 
thority,aod to shew yon in what a degraded light they coo* 
sid^ the character of a. Wiltshire fre^older ! 
- Gentlemen, when Mn Fisher's letter was first put into my . 
hand, it was not in m]r power to give it an attentive perusal ; 
but yet the very transient-glimpse I had of its ooatents, was^ 
sufficient to satisfy me that unless the charges of Mr. Fiither 
were met by a positive denial on the part of Mr. Benett^ they 
must prove fatal to his cause I most anxiously wished that 
Mr. Benett should deny them, and by no means attempt ta 
set off one charge against another— »a species of reckomogia 
the moral world which always leaves the balance nncertaio. 
Mr^ Benett has taken the latter mode, afnd has thus coutri* 
buted to establish, what it should have been bis chief object 
to overturn. I shall first consider Mr. Fisher's charges against 
Mr. Beaett, and tlien Mr. Benett's complaints against Mr, 
Fisher. 

' Mr. Fisher charges Mr. Benett with having, during his 
canvass through the county, represented him to the. free*, 
holders as being indebted to him in a «um of no less than 
five thousand pounds. 

Now, gentlemen, if Mr. Benett did do this ; if he did do« 
sitively assert, or only insinuate, lliat Mr. Fisher was in nis 
debt, knowing him at the ^otie time not to beso, he was 

Eilty of a very base and dishonourable action ; but if Mr.^ 
nea did so represent Mr. Fisher, when, so fisr from Mr* 
Fisher being in Mr. Benett's debt, the case was the reverse, 
I know no language sufficiently strong, in which to repro*- 
bate such conduct ! • If I prove to vou that such really was 
the case, 1 think you will pause before you promise your 
support; and, even if you have promised it, will, not so far 
compromise your regard- to truth and fair dealing as to ^ive 
your vote to any candidate, who could descend to such odious 
means of acquiring the suffrages of honourable and honest 
men. Gentlemen, Mr. Fisher has given you and I a very 
circumstantial account of all his pecuniary transactions wttn 
Mr. Benett. You wilt,find by it that there was veiy Jittle 
probability of Mr. Fisher ever becoming in debt to him ;• for 
in point o# fact, the rent, or by far the greater part of it,^was 
always paid before U became due I You know very well, gen* 
tiemen, that when a landlord is continually overdrawing his 
tenafttr^wben every bill that is presented at the mansion is 
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rtnt to tbe farm, it leaiw very little to pay cri wdil^dajr* 
New this wa$ constantly ihecitse with Mr. Bcoeit : nod iC is 
ft strong fact for your consideration, whether ant Pfrpotiuw- 
der snch circmnstances can be possessed of tb$t independence 
in point of property, which is necessary as a collateral 
sectirity for his independence in point of conduct, if returned 
to parliament. With all his land, gentlemen, Mr. Beoett 
appears to be necessitous; and it is not, surely, to a man in 
such cik-cumstanccs that the county of Wilu can safely look 
up as a representative. Mr. Benett might, no doubt, dis- 
dharge his duty in Parliament with integrity; but there ia^ 
less danger of defection when a man is placed by fortune 
above the reach of temptation. 

The conduct of Mr. Benett himself is a clear and con- 
vincing proof, that in his own judgment Mr. Fisher owed 
him notbine. In all the conversations noticed by both par- 
ties, there is no mention, not even a whisper, about any 
monies owing by Fisher; no demand made by Mr. Benett on 
the one hand^-^no promise to pay Mr. Fisher on the other. 
is not this strange, gentlemen i Bad Mr. Fisher in reality 
owed Mr. Benett any monev, when the former threw up his 
lease, is it not strange that Mr. Benett did not say, ** Wliea 
do you mean to pay trie what ybu otre/' or something like 
^ it ? But no ! nothing of this kind ti^kes place : in fact, there 
was no necessity for it; Fisher owed no money^^ and oonstS 
quently had nothing to pay! But supposing that Mr. Benett 
en that occsision forgot to ask for his right (and it is not very 
likely that he who always remembered to ask for it befcrc it 
was due, should have been troubled with a shortness pf m^-^ 
tnory after it was payable); is^it not strange thai be did i^kH 
let Fisher plough the land even at ]4«^ per acre, as that would 
always have been some set*ofF against the. sam which Mn 
Fisher owed, ''in justice" owed him? Bui no! even this 
would not do! The fact is, that Mr. Fisher owed him no- 
thing; ''the boot was on the other leg!" Mr^ Fisher 
distinctly chargers Mr. Benett with being in his debt; be 
particularises ior what it ba» been incurred ; but does not 
mention any Offer, and far less any prospect of payment. 
' Mr. Benett does not contradict this : in fact, there is.not one 
statement Mr. Fisher has made t|iat is contradicted; it is not 
one. of those accounts that can be contradicted — it is a plain 
but stubborn tale! Mn Fisher owes Mn Benett nothing — 
Mr.'.Bedett owes Mr. Fisher sometbiog: how much, we 
shall know apo.tber day. Now, gentlemen, in such a stat^ 
of things, fiir jMr^ Benett to circu^^ a report (eitbei^ j>y himr 
s^lf or, by tiUftccredited agents) so injurtoas to the credit of 
Mr. l^isher, a9 ttiat he owed Mr. Benett five thousai^dpofmdsy 
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\fbil^ be^did not owel|toi afiirthmgy bot, on tbe contrary, 
vas^ and is, in FUb«r'8 debt» is an act (to give it the softest 
liame) oF im propriety which I have ho cmubt,. gentlemen, 
yon u:ill recollect when occasion server. But did Mr. Benetc 
aeiually do this i IF I do not prove it»yoa shall be at liberty 
u> consider me such another jackasi as the Old Moon-Raker; 
bat my Kmit^ will not allow me to eilter upon this part of my 
subject till next veek. 

' 1 am. Gentlemen, your FaithFul Friend, 
Hhdo r, Mayii IS18. TITOS TRUEMAN. 



WILTS COUNTY ELECTION. 



Mr. WeUeslefs JOmner, 
(From a Gentleman who attended.) 
It having been announced in the county papers that tb^ 
friendsof Mr. Wellesley intended dining together at tbe Castle, 
Inn,. Marlborough, kept by Mr. Cooper, on.Friday, the. 8th 
May; about two o'clock the comjpany began to assemble, amt 
at five oVIock two hundred and miy sat dowi]^to dinner. The 
cloth was laid in the great dining and adjoining room, which 
l^d been previously decorated with laurel, while the mirrors 
exhibited various inscriptions, jndidoosly selected, and highljr 
appropriate. The table ej^hibited a profusion of ever^ tbinn^ 
that was good ; and Mr. Cooper had been no niffgard of W» 
iadiistry to produce it in the best manner. The lovers. of 
venison had a treat, for in size and flavour, some of the old 
.ones said it excelled all they had ever seen or tasted. T!b«t 
wines were of the best qualiiyt and the supply^ was mo$t ajn* 
pie. Mr« Cooper had made all bis arrangements with so 
much propriety and attention to comfort, that the company 
were not disappointed in anticipating a good dinner, and a 
pleasant party. Captain Goddard, a relative of Mr. Goddard, 
of Swindon, the representative Of our late revered niembet, 
was in the chair, which he filled ^with equal ability and urba- 
nity, and was ably seconded in his efforts by Capt. Nicholas, 
w ho sat opposite to him. To render the treat a complete one^ 
in order that nothing might be wanting, Mr. Jolly, of London, 
Mr. Loder, of Bath, Mr. Harrington, Mr. Lacy, and Mr, 
floater, of Salisbury, were all engaged, and contributed by the 
frequent and loudly cheered display of their professional 
nuaUties, for which they have so long and so justly b^n 
celebrated, to prolong and heighten the pleasures of the even* 
ing with the science and the sentiments of song. ^ When 
jihe cloth was removed they sang Non Nobis^ D^nunt, in a 
most supepor style; after which the worthy chaUmaq ga^* 
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^^ Church aod Kin^,'' widi three times thre^ ; ^' The Prince 
Begent;'* d'ter which was^ given the Hero of Wat^loo^or 
rather of Europe, '' Field-Marshal the Duke of Wellington.*' 
It is needless to say that this toast was drank with three tinies 
three. After which, Mr. Wellesley addressed the company, 
assuring them that lie Mt highly gratified by the respect: 
tbey hid paid to bis noble relative; observing that it was. 
unnecessary for him to expatiate upon what every body in 
the world were acquainted with; the world had endeavoured 
to .Ahew the sense they entertained of his services, apd Us 
Country more. One honour, however, remained for him ; it 
was to be toasted hj the freeholders of Wilts; and be trusted, 
that he hifnself, while he felt proud in owning the illustriolas 
connectioDi that whatever might be thesituaiionsin which by 
accident or choice he might be placed, that his conduct would 
never reflect disgrace on the man, on whom England and 
Europe had heaped the most distinguished honours. Tliis 
short address was received with the niost cordial approbation ; 
after which an appropriate glee was sung, and the chairman 
proposed « The Health of Mrs. Lon$ Wellesley." This 
toast received the same attention as the former; on which 
Mr, Wellesley returned thanks in near] v the following words ; 
/'Gentlemen, if in returning you thanks for drinking to the 
health of a lady to whom 1 owe so much, and who is so justly 
endeared' to me, I should betray an expression of unmanly 
feehng," [here Mr. W. was so overcome by his subject that 
he could not proceed, while the cheering of the company 
showed that he received their sympathy], -^if O^e resumed) 
J betray any thing Kke unmanly feeling, (if the honest feel- 
ings of nature can be thought unmanly) it is at the way in 
Vhich the healtfr of Mrs. Wellesley has been drank; at the 
tvay in which the calumnies of my enemies have- been an- 
swered by you this day. The toast you have given, is a 
Troof m what estimation you hold them, and justifies the 
contempt with which I have all along treated them. They 
liave assailed me in every way, and aiming a mortal blow at 
my domestic peace and happine^^s, attempted, by rivinir ch^- 
culation jto their felsehoods, to render me conteintible in the 
eyes of Mrs. Wellesley, and, consequently, both of us mu- 
tualhr miserable. Gentlemen, I am no more than a man; 
tnit 1 am a man;— I claim the feeling and the principles of 
a man ; though I must be the most horrid monster on the 
lace ot the earth, if 1 were even in a limited and qualified 
fS^'r ^"^ l^u'^K''^ ""^^l ^^^y represent me! i repeat it, 
-!k •J't ^^ ^^ ^^ ^?*^ ''^"*** monster on the face of the 
tul I A'l^^'^ ^*P*H* ^^ ^*'*'*^'"S with disrespect, or even 
irith mdifferejjce ; or, Icavtag these out of. the question, if I 
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dM^iiot'treat with the iitusiost affection and esteem, a lady to 
Avboitf I am under sucU great, such lastingy sncb binding 
ofa|ig4tion«!.! Geotledien, I sball not express to you my iu- 
dignatioa at die conduct of these secret destroyers of characA 
ter; I'll not indulge the feellofg^ now^-I am in the midst of 
my friends — my enemies are not here— when I face them 
(br£pooj bT0oo !) then Til tell then) what 1 think their couducC 
merits; and that I hope t shall soon have the pleasure of 
doing joo the hustings. Gentlemen^ 1 am not a quarrelsonii^ 
man; i have given proofs of my forbearance; but if I am 
regardless of my awi honour, can it be at all expected that 
I should be anxious about yours F (bravo ! bravo I) For their 
infamous- reproaches I care nothing; they have failed, most 
completely failed in their object ; they have produced an opr 
posite effect. It is to their calumnies in a great degree tba|f 
J owe my success ; and where the freeholders were previously 
engaged) the respect with which 1 have been uniformly 
treatedf and the reeret which in almost every instance ha^ 
^en expressed for Uiat priority of obligation to which their 
words had subjected them, 1 am in a great degree ihdebtecjl 
to their treajtment of me. Gentlemen, is it not in a. great 
degree to the way iu which 1 have been treated,. that I have 
tM»w the pleasure of addressing you, and th^t too on such 
a^ubjectf It is the belief that tpasting the health of Mrs. 
Welfesley would be grateful to me, that you proposed it,; 
1 cannot — it is impossible I should — be able .to express the" 
^ense of the respect you. have paid to her, of the compli- 
ment you have paid to me ; if it is possible to stretch lai^- 
j[uage beyond its meaning,, to give it a force which it never 
hefore conveyed, but of which it may be capable, 1 trust 
.that' with tlii^ faithfMl but enlarged etymology you will 
receive my thanks for drinking the Health of Mrs, Long 
Wellesley." 

Through the whole of this speech Mr. Wellesley was 
Avarmly dieered; the. company entered into his feelings, ^nfl 
manifested their indignation at the meari and upmaniy qon* 
^not- of his opponents^— rThe glee, " Here's a^ health to all 
-good Lassen," folipwed; it was sung with fine elFect; after 
which the chairman gave the health of Mr. Lon^ Wellesley's 
Son and. Heir«. Th^s beinj; drank with three times three, Mr. 
Wellesley again rosj> and addressed the meeting, thanking 
them for the honour they had dope, him in drinking the health 
of bis son. He observed that they had taken the most hap^py 
«melfh6d of layipg him under obligations to them ; first by 
•toasting the mother, and then her 'son. ^'Though he," said 
Mr. W. smilingr " |>oor boy, like his ill-fated fether, has the 
misfortune not to, be a native o( the county, 1 am resolved. 
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by educating him in Wiits, to make Him a ttAdtnl in it ; nn'd 
I trust, that in copying the example of integritjr and inile- 
pendence, that I shall endeavotir to set before him, that be 
wiJl receivcf from the freeholders the same affectiotitt© te«ti- 
monies of regard that his falher is receiving from you at the 

Present moment." (^learl A<'^/f'!)-^After this short buiap-- 
osite address, another glee was sung, and the )L*hairmaii gave 
the heahh of Mr. Long Wellesley, ^hich was dratih with 
enthusiasm. When the din of affection had subsided, Mr.' 
Wellesley rose, and thus addressed the freeholders :^— '* Oth- 
tlemen, in rising to thank you for the very flatterinjs: mariViet' 
in which you have drank my lieahh; when I consid^ #ty 
short acquaintance with you; and, above all, the waybill 
which some of my friends or foes took pains to recomm^ud* 
me to you ; considering that I h^d no great men to lake me 
by theiiand — no men in office to canvass for me> I cannot help 
saying that this is the proudest moment of my exi«teniDe^ 
Can any thing on earth he snp(>osed more gratifying, ibah to 
see a stranger — a stranger, whom the pestilential breath o^ 
calumny had endeavoured id render obnoxious to your tight, 
and odious to your minds — I say, can any thing be supposed' 
more gratifying, than to see njyse If surrounded— ^^pporf^d — . 
cheered — by those very persons whom the maliftiftmcy of 
my enemies had attempted to influence, but on whom their 
efforts had\been practised in vain ? When I lotitairjcmnd roc, 
and see such a respectable body of the freeholders of WUtSj 
asseiubled together to testify their respect for me — for me; 
whom they had by ilie basest methods been instruotcfd to 
hare — it inspires a feeling to which I cannot give utteranee, 
but which 1 shall cherish to the latest moment of irty life, 
(Near! hear!) Gentlemen, the malice of a if!an*s eneaiies, 
is on some odcasioijs prodtidive of benefit tohim^^s well as - 
the kindness of friends. In my case, both are united ; and I 
promise myself the happiest results. It was objected to me,' 
on my appearance amongst you, that I Was unknotyn; no 
person, knew from whence I came; yet they took careto ia- 
sinuate, by .their calumnies, that 1 did not descend from the 
c/onds — that 1 was not of ce/e5//fli/ origin ! Knowing, how- 
ever, that 1 must have been born somewhere, another of tb^m 
took care to provide me with a birth-place; and, though' it 
happened to be in the wrong place, a ihir<t comes forward 
and raises an objection to me on that ground, asserting that 
the freeholders oF Wilts ought not to give their BUpport to 
a man who was not a native of England, but an Irishman'; 
as if, gentlemen, two nations acknowledged one by the con- 
stitution of the couutr'y — two nations who had fought togev 
ther, (braxoi bravo!) bled together— triumphed together! 
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ncere td be united every where etse but irf your dbunty! 
CHearl hear! hearf) When' this charge was abandoned^ 
thjey liad another r«idy, atid, tf possible, nlore ridiculous thaii 
the other; arnd thai was no other than this — that I was not A 
ndfive of this county ! Why; gehtlemen, 1 acknowledge^ since 
1 have travelled through your county — since I have seen yoU 
at your homes— sinde I t^e you hei'e — I do regret that 1 am 
no^ a native of Wilts, (cheering.) But, gentlemen, you 
know^ that as every Englishman could not have been born in 
ihe county of Wilts, and as none of us are consulted before 
•ou'r births as to the place whidi we would prefer for oiir in- 
troduction into tl>e worlds ought it to be a valid objection 
to any man, otherwise qualified, that he should not serve his 
country in one place, because he Wis born in another — that 
lie should not extinguish a fire in Hants, because he was a' 
man of Wilts? Can any thing be more preposterous? ft 
is depriving an Englishman of his birth-Tight— thci happiness 
of serving his country in any plafce' Wiiere he may conceive 
those services may be made the most extensively useful. 
(bravo^) Had 1 been at all consulted with regard to my ap- 
pearing iti the world, 1 should no dbubt hav€ given a pre- 
ference to the couiity of Wilts, and 1 hope none of my 
enemies would have interposfe J to prevent iti But though 
not a native of the county of Wilts, 1 have the soul of aa 
Englishman — though not a tiative, I am,4)y my union with 
a lady of extensive property in your county, o/ffea to nativity; 
and should my conduct merit your approbation, I hope I 
shall be adopted into your family, and 1 shall endeavour to 
be a very dutiful son. {Hcarl near I) 

But, gentlemen, what says the law with regard to the con- 
struction of the House of Commons? Where do you find it 
said that nativitj/ or residence shall form the basis of qualifi- 
cation ? Property is the only qualification the law looks at, 
let that property be situated where it may. The place of 
brrth, or even residence, was never contemplated by them 
as points of importance/ for they wisely considered that Eng- 
land was one great family^ and h^d' a common right to th^ 
service of all its members. ( Hear, hear !) Even, then, gentle- 
men, uj>on this ground I am eligible to beeome. the re|)resen-' 
* tativeof any county in England ; and being eligible, i have 
a right to offer my services to any body of men, and to serv^ 
for any place where 1 think 1 may be useful. I have a righc 
to make the offer ; and there is no right which I possess, as 
an Englishman, which 1 have not. ttie coutage to assert! 
{^Braoo\) I have been induced to make that offer to you, 
gentlemen^ in common with your brother freeholders. My 
enemies inquire thq cause .; 1 will not tell them; gentlemen. 
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txojtl will tdl yen.. My el>ject,ii) thas comiog forwiuxi ta^. 
solicit the honour of your repreaentation, vva» not from a de- , 
sire to hare M. P. stuck at tne Uiil of my nanae, already suf- 
ficiently Longl those initifJs I have already. As little is it 
to procure the favour, or to merit the patronage of ministers; 
r-*thi3 I refused when a poor man, and when circumstances 
almost rendered compliance imperative; but if, when the., 
&^ong plea of necessity came in aid of temptation, I proved 
i myself superior to it, tl)at man must have more, than cpm- 
irpon share of credulity, that fcao bjelieve for a singie moment, 
that! should ever yield to it now; when, by the smiles of, 
fprtune, I am placed where the blandishments of temptation 
are unfurled in vain. As it is for neither of those reasons.. 
that I ofier myself for your county, so neither is it to pro-. 
cure me a tUle. I would not give a fartliing to be one of their 
new-fangled Lords. But all this I might have been when a 
poor man; I was too proud to become a menial-^— too inde- 

r indent then to bow to the will and pleasure of any man;, 
am much too prpud to do it now. A Lord indeed! if they 
would by making me a Lord, m^ke me a man like the Duke 
of WelBaigion^ XbratOf brtrooV) then, and not lijl then, I 
^should think a title worth my acceptance. If it were in the 
compass of possibility that I could perform services to my, 
cQuntry, ana becoipe as conspicuously notorious as my^ gal-. 
^nt uncle, I sbouU then have no objection to the honours - 
with which she might be plei^ed to invest me. 

At present, ^enUespCT, the highest honpur that my heart 
aspires after, is the honour of r^resenting you ;^for this, 
and this alone, I am ambitious 1 Why am J ambitious of it I 
Gent]eme% if it be an honour to have a seat in the House of 
Commokis at all, it must still be'a greater honour to have a~ 
seat for the most bonpurable place* (Hear I hear!) Ther^ 
is soircely a rotten borough but 1 might command ; but bo, 
ki^Q^ing myself eligible to represent any part of the United 
i^ingdom f — knowing that it is the 5oi/^ and hot thq mere acr 
cident otbirii, that gives the title ;-— having also resolved to 
make.Wiltshire Uie place of iny constant residence, I det^r 
mined on the genotd dissolotfoii of parliament to offer myself 
for the county. I vras ambitious — I am ambitious of repre? 
renting it ;-^l trust it is a li^ndable ambition. {Hear, heur !) 
As the county by the resignation of Mr. Long, offered an 
earlier opportunity for application than the dissolution, my 
own intentions being seconded by the entreaties of Mrs. 
Wellesley, to- whom it wai^ but very natural to seek for the 
restoration of an honour to her house, which it so long en^ 
ioy^, and so honourably exerdsed. I assure you that 
ner heart is in this cause. I repeat it^ i^ is but natural it 



should be sot ^^ camiot help^ desiring to ^dte ad lioftioiilV 
loQQded in affection and free choice^ restored to a familyj^ 
•whose ancestry had been ever dear to the county of Wilts> . 
and to whom that county was equally endeared. Such, gen^ 
tlemen, were my yiews, and such her desires ; arid being, as 
you all know, a very bad husband {laughing), yet taking a 

r articular pleasure in every thing that can gratify her wishes', 
am determined to spare neither labour nor expense to ac* 
complish the object of our mutual ambition ^ such, gende-^ 
men, were my motives, for coming down amongst you; I 
hope they are strictly honourable. {Hear, hear^ Such as 
no man need be ashamed of. {Hear^ hear.) But aware that 
probably the heads of the great families might appear as a 
candidate, 1 wrote to Mr. Estcourt and Mr. Penruddocke on 
the subject ; offering instantly to decline if they felt disposed , 
to come forward, and promised I would give them my inte* 
rest. Qn their refusal 1 continued my canvass, and am proud 
to say it has been a successful one; and though given to nn^ 
derstand that the ancient and great families of the county 
were opposed to me, Mrs. Penruddocke volunteered to can« 
vass' for me; and you now see in the chair a relative of 
thelmmediate descendant and representative of Mr. Goddard^ 
your once revered and beloved member. I need not inform 
you, gentlemen, this has not been the treatment which I havel 
woariablt/ received. You know in what .way I have been 
maligned. You have read, no doubt, as well as heard of tkcf 
conduct of my opponents. For noticins this, I have been ac- 
cused of contemning the magistracy ; out this, like all the 
other charges, has not even the shadow of a shade to support 
it. There is na man in the world holds the magistracy of 
this county in higher respect than I do; no man venerates 
tbem more ! * But this respect is confined to them ^hen ac- 
|iog in their proper sphere; when they step beyond that^ 
and the magistrate emerges into the partisran, you will agretf 
with me that all respect should terminfne with it. I have 
been accused (and what have I hot beeti accused of?) of be^ 
iog a bad and oppressive landlord. My tenants know the! 
contrary, and have come forwiird Spontaneously to deny the 
charge. They could do no o^ber ; I love my tenants, fron| 
the richest to the poorest : they know it; they live in my af- 
fections ; and I live in theirs. It has been said that they 
were compelled to do what they did, to testify their respecfe 
forme; but than this nothing can be more false. My te-* 
nants compelled indeed! They are freemen, and not slaves; 
many o( them rich landlords^ most of them rich enough ta 
be so; and all of them as independent in mind as th^ir land*^ 
lord! . (Bt€VOjlnw)o») And you must not^ think me uih 
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jjT«lefttl iir not ^hienkiog them for what thcj hare dode.; naj% 
^t no period of toy lire have 1 been ^less caatious in my 
.conduct towards them; they did their duty tome; 1 have; 
always endeatcMiced to do mine by them. . But, lest it should 
he suppiofied that 1 wished. tO' influtsnee the freeholders of 
jWilu by along list of grateful tenantry, £ wrote to roy 
other tenants and forbade'*-^positively f6rlMide su^h testimo- 
fiiai on my jbefaaif. I trust yon, gentlemen, are too inde* 
•pendent : L knom you are too independent in mind, to be led 
away by tbe reproaches cast upon a man; and I trust yon 
;iriU never be biadsed by any thing expressed in his praise- 
My first advice toi you is^ my last, "judge for yourselves." 
ffBeaw, brato.) You will think by this time that I have tres- 
l^assed too long upon your time. (No^no.)^ I shall just 
make one obser^ration more. Much has been said about the 
agricultural and manufacturing interests, and the necessity 
baying a man possessed of local knowledge to represent the 
ixmnty. *' Local interest*' too have been made use of. For 
my part, gentlemen, 1 should always be averse to making 
' any > distinction between Agriculture and Trade. I see no 
raason for dividing what natore and necessity have so bappi* 
}y naked. They are so mutually dependent that the one can* 
not prosper without the other, nor decline without experien- 
ctQjg a reverse. If the agricultural interest is to be a com- 
manding one in Wilts, you. may expect. to *hear of nothing 
|>iQt duties on Spanish wool: what then becomes of the- ma* 
nufacturing inteiesti While my worthy frien^ls. of North 
Wfills^ would have os. good reason to exclaim^ ^'Od rabbit 
ity let us have a tax on Dutch cheese.^' Jhc mind of a 
tepresentative for this large county should be free from (ex« 
case the plirase) all local partialities; he should embmce the 
intereats. of tlie whole without exception, otherwise the 
COQQty would be like that city when in a state of siege, 
firhere every m^n proposed. as necessary for its defence what 
particularly belonged to bis own trade^ A man of local hu 
terelts can be but the representative of half his constituents. 
jLofioiinawledgej gentlemen, is- simply a knowledge of place { 
^nd local interest, nothing but getting the best prioe.lor wiiai 
grows upon it. {lattghiog*) 

Now, gentlemen, 1 have thus endeavoured to explain to 
you nay motives for appearing among you ; 1 have endeavour- 
ed to vindicate myself from the diarges alleged against me, 
U)e wny in which i have condacted myself, the way in which 
} me^ to act« What I am now going to say looks like 
ikiatingt a^d if you please, gentlemen, let it be so. If yon 
believe me capable of acting as my enemies have represei^ted; 
if.yoiibsliey^.^e U^ be dDe.ba4l:iu$baad>the oppressive laud- 
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iDrdythe mhikteriaHopI^ that they bdr^l'eprdsqAted me to be, 
reject me at once, aud in a way that will bar the hope.of re^ 
turn. But if you believe on the contrary, that I am notsucb 
a monster; if vou approve of my motives incoming forward, 
and of the principles by which 1 shall be guided, then, gentle- 
men, I am happy at having an opportunity white returniirg 
yoif thanks for drinking ray health, of at the same time soli- 
citing your interest now, and your vote at the en$uipgel?ctiop* 
During the deHveiy of this speeclj, %U\ W^ilesley was 
wnrmly cheered by the company, who entered into his views, 
and pwrticipated in his feelings. After which, ^ song written 
Expressly for the occasion, was sung* by Mj*.. Fttster, 4nd 
which, from the very exquisite sly l^.in which it was* performed^ 
received a double encor^. Tiie chairmau gav*, " TheCounfej 
of Wilts,"— drank with three times three. After which, Jolm 
Seagrim, jun. £30, of Wilton, in a most eloqnentjaod imp/ea- 
«ive speech, forcibly recommended to the coeeting the nec€«f 
sity of a hearty co-operation in the cause in which they bad 
engaged, and concluded with that good old. electioneering 
toast, '* A long pull, a strong pull, and a pull altogether,'; 
^hich was drank with loud plaudits. Bishop's beautiful odev 
^' Fill boys and drink about,^' was sung by. the gentlemen 
^ith fine effect. A number bf appropriate toasts were given; 
HUd the singing was delightful. Ambogst the songs pecu^ 
iiarly attractive, were tl^oseo£ Mr. Lacy, who aaag *' VV^h6 
deeply drinks of wine," vf'uh ti^ greatest taste aiid judg» 
^ toent i and " The battle of SfiJamamca," by Mr- Foster, who 
gave i t with bis mor^e than accustomed tfxcellenoe. tiarmoaj 
»nd hilarity detained the company until the ^uo, which sair 
them a% his setting, beheld them pleased and jovial, — ^wben 
rising he was scattering around him in rich.profusioo the rays 
of the morning. The company did not separate cill ninte tht 
next morning, nor then entirely. 



To the Printers i^the Salishury and Winchester 
Journal. 

GENTLfiMEN^ 

A REPORT having been pii Wished of what fell from me at 
a dinner given by my friends at Marlboroucb, \ think it 
fieCcssary to correct an error in that reports 1 never said I 
had written " to Mr. Estcourl." 1 did say I had written to 
Mr. Peuruddocke, offering to decline after I had commeiiced 
my canvass, and to give him my interest should he think 
proper to become a candidate for the honour of representing 
the county of Wilts. I also stated reasons why I should have 
waved my pretensions in favour of sucb men. as himself, 
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Mr. Efitcbnrty Mr. Goddard, and otheni It is from a scrti- 
puloas diesire of not appearing incorrect in my statement to 
ihe public that I trouble you with these remarks. 
I sm, Gentlemen, yonr obedient humble servant, 

WM, iONG WELLESLEY. 
J)raycot^HmiS€f May 15, 1818. 



Tq fie Printers qf the Salisbury and Winchester 

Journals 
Gektlbmbn, 

I I.AMBNT that in yonr last Journal you failed of detailing 
the effusions of brilliant eloquence, and the generous hospi- 
tfklity, by which one of our Candidates has deemed it expe* 
dient to distinguish himself at the present crisis of his fortune^ 

Ypu gave but a meagre account of the grand entertain^ 
nent at Marlborough, to which the freeholders in his interest^ 
and many who are not freeholders, were admitted at five 
shillings per head; where every thing was decorated mih 
/nure^and where the mirrors exhibited inscriptions ji/isbVioirs/^ 
Selected and highly appropriate ; where the venison both for 
^teandjlavour excelled all that bad before been seen or tasted ; 
where the wines were of the best quality f and ihe supply most 
ampk; where, to make the treat complete, there were singers 
from London and Bath and Sdisbury ; and where the speeches, ^ 
and ithe toasts, and the sentiments, and the songs, were made 
for the occasion, and were highly correct and tasteful. Ail 
this has really happened at Marlboroifgh. What^ever may 
be the current of future events, it will form an epoch iu our 
county historjr. It will either be a lesson or the matter of 
emulation to future Candidates, and yet you have hitherto 
Imt briefly noticed it in your widely-circulated JournaL 

The gentleman whose exalted name afforded a character, to 
the day, was observed in a new light by every anxious spec- 
tator. In his canvass he had generalfy appeared like op^ of 
our ancient PlantaigenetSj, who was aspiring to the throne by 
fi sort of elective title ; 

'^ Standing 'tween two Clergymen, 
. ** Two pl[opa of yirtae lor a C^riatian Princet 
<^ To stay him from the fall of yanity/' 

But Qow al] was song and merriment and joviality. The 
feast was prolonged far beyond the ordinary hour of separa- 
tion, till in the glowing description of the historian, who saw 
what he re^'ords, the sun was scattering around him in richpro* 
fusion the rayn of the ,morning. This to the guests at five 
fhiliings per head must have been ecstatic joy ; for 

^ light is the clance>and doubly sweet the lays, 

f W(en for the dear delight wiotber pa^s,;' 
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It ift new in the Chronicles of Wiltshire that a gentleman 
tispiringto the honour of representing ug should deem it ne- 
cessary to afford an entertainment almost gratuitously to any 
assemblage of persons, or that on such an occasion he should 
make a display of his power of elocution to set forth his high 
pretensions, to emblazon his unquestioned merits, or to re- 
capitulate imaginary calumnies for the purpose of confuting 
them. 

I rejoice that the names of many freeholders will not go 
down to posterity with the account of that rare festivity. I 
heartily rejoice that no descendant of our old champion, Mr. 
Goddard, nor any one inheriting the spirit of his glorious 
triumph can be truly mentioned as present on that occasion. 
Any public orator must have learnt but little of the pedigrees 
of our county famiKes, and indeed have been a stranger to 
our county, if he asserted that " the gentleman in the chair 
. '* was the immediate descendant and representative of Mr. 
^* Goddard, our once revered and beloved member." I am 
confident that no true descendants of Mr. Gotldard, and not 
many of that class which is justly jealous of the independence 
of the county, would accept such entertainment from a can- 
didate soliciting their support. They would not paiiently 
have heard him boast of the vast and overbearing weight of 
his influence and fortune, that txen when a poor man he might 
have enjoyed the honour of a peerage which he seems to de- 
spise, and that now there is scarcely a rotten boroygh which fu 
might not command. That having resolved to make IVillshire 
the place of his constant residence^ he had therefore deter mined 
ot the dissolution af Parliament to offer himself for thecou?itjf: 
that he was ambitious of representing it ; and that as the resfg-^ 
nation of one of the sitting metnhers had offered an earlier op" 
portunity for application than the dissolution^ he therefore 
seized it, seeking to restore that honour to the house of his lady. 

The freeholders of Wiltshire will well consider these pre- 
tensions hardily advianced and now deliberately recorded. 
They will consider how far they should prevail against the 
solicitations of a gentleman whose family is perhaps as ancient 
in- the ^county, and his property certainly as adequate to the 
station which he aspires to, as any member for tlie county 
could boast of in the recollection of the oldest among us. 
But they will remeihber that he deduces no advantage io his 
cause from wealth, from descent^ or from connection : None 
from the intimate acquaintance with our local interests which 
be has acquired during a life spent in oUjr service in various 
public capacities, and in those pursuits which are best suited 
10 the rank and natural habits or a resident propnetor. He 
mukes a liberal appeal to the independent sense of his native 



eonrty^ and profrsst* a cldferniiiiaiito td serve us honest! j and 
zealpi.siy, should we prefer him to represent as ttt,ilie J >gt$- 
laturc, — Such preiciibions iie does not prop by testimonvaJs of 
character from his own tenantry, or by circulating any slaa- 
(krous invectives againi^t his opponents pubU^ihcd in iIk; nuqfie 
of a disappointed tenant, liis merits, tiioiigii not made a ^ubr> 
}cci of declamation atlhe markets of Wrlton or Devizes^Or at 
the tavern at Marlborough, are respectfully submitted to o«r 
calm jtidgmeht. It is not likely that we sball err^ reat)ecting 
them. J remain, Gentlemen, your constant reader^ :> 

awindot?, may 15, 1818. THE OLD MOON-RAKER. 



To the' Printers of the Salisbury and Winchesters 

Journal. 
Gkntlemen, 

Without insinuating from what knowledge or cendrauni* 
cation Mr. Wellcsley may derive his idea of a magistrate, there 
appears proof enough, among his unknown supporters, of ig*- 
Dorance npon the subject (and, if not ignorance, a riise de 
guerre placing upon ignorance), to justify the following plain 
statement: — 

The lonl-lieutenantof the county, acting for. the King» nomir 
nates^at his will and pleasure, the justices of tlie peace : thesfc 
magistrates, without fee or reward, or any emolument, adrtir 
jiihter the laws, and, except the satisfaction of doing good (a 
ieeling, it is conceived, not obsolete), the honour of the office w 
the only inducement to accept it. The magistrates must be 
cliosen from the landholders, and any number of them acting 
logether for the service of the neighbourhood, is commonly 
called a quorum. These gentlemen, generally speakin^i are 
the chief men in the county, in land, in commerce, and in the 
professions ; as such, they must, of course, not ah/magistrates» 
But as resident owners of property, be the leading men in aH 
county business. . . , ' . 

Now, it is asserted, without fear of contradiction, that Ihere 
is no county in the kingdom, whercjhey are more impartiiliy 
appointed, and where they act more independently, ihaa ia 
this county ; so that, as magistrates, there is no combination 
among them for any personal gratification, or against any pa^t 
of the community ;. and that they do not form a body cof^n€4 
by favouritism, or interest, or party, there is the testimony Oif 
one of the most virulent of its calumniators elegantly describing 
them as so numerous^ that "you can*t spit out of your window 
xvithout trespassing on thejr hats.'' 

What, then, is;aeant by "that notorious quorocd> who d0 
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M)i abandoo either oui^isteriat pomp or aathortfy daring tbeir 
qanvoss^'*. ami ^^ a magUtrate presenting and circulating a 
(loctiment Hlustrated with. nojLe$y" &c« &c, &c* the arionymons 
friends of Mr, Wellesley playing the changes upon the sar- 
casm given out ii) them i For, what qnoriun has inflaenced 
its clerk or constable, or any one of or belonging to it, to void 
against Mr.. W. — or threatened or promised a publican about 
|iis licence, — or issued forth to canvasa with .magisterih! pomp 
pr authority? What magistrate officially has used threats or 
temptations for or against a single vote? If nothing of the 
Ikind can b? proved, will party spleen account for thedefama* 
tion; or to the temptations of party must personal envy^ malice* 
and revenge be ac^dcd ? 

, There can be no dotjibt but that some gentlemen, who are 
magistrates, have talked and acted most openly against Mr. W* 
(as otliers have against Mr. M. and Mr. B.)j and considering 
the unfavourable light in which Mr. W.'s character had be»*ii 
viewed, all tli rough prejudice and ignorance bis anonymous 
ivriters inform us, from bis addresses to Miss L. to this our first 
rea/ knowledge of him, (if it may be said ortfj/ knowledge, /<w* 
virUies and vices are all anonymouSr^ except Thomson and Hob* 
nouse concerning one public transaction, and his present 
tenants praising their landlord)^ it is the m6re easily to be ac- 
counted for on Mr. W.'s part : but is the magistracy to ba 
arraigned for such errors and ignorance? It would, have been 
unjust to h.ave vilified a body for the act of one of its own 
rnembers, but it is worse to vilify that body for acts done bjr 
an indiyidiial in another capacity. 

This letter is written in the right of a freeholder ; yet, per- 
haps, some liberal declairaer is already prepared to stigmatise 
one of the 'parsons for having written it ; indeed we have seen 
such allusidris by Mr. Titus and others. 

Who is the Native, or the True Friend of Independence, or 
CJan^Jidus, or Peter Patigloss, or My Old Heart, or the Anli- 
(iuoru?!, or the New Moon-Raker, or the Lunatic, or Mr. 
Titus himself, perhaps Mr. Timothy should be added j if these 
far nobilefratrum are not one and the -same, according to the 
<?Qnjecture of t^e Bath gentry, who, as spectators, often see 
the most of the game, and thus tliiuk that the elder Trneman 
gavf? itis brother «t bit of ground, to fight upon? Buft 
speaking of these partisans by their feigned names, are their 
supposed trades or professions tobe traduced, to be confounded 
with th^ efforts of a party, and made answerable, because these 
individuals choose iM^ take one side of the question? What 
means this satire? It is (notorious enough) that revolution- 
izing filing which aims to degrade wlmtever is respectable, 
upQo the tme kvelitog «ystem> bf»attse that respectability is at 



lesut -wanting la^ihe defiimcr. The obnoxious person, to b& 
prince, nobU*, magistrate, parson^ lawyer, doctor, or trades- 
man, finds his cast is to suffir for an alleged offence, which, if 
it were true, would entitle that cast^ from every liberal mind, 
to tbe greater commiseration for having so unworthy a member. 

We have been told, that with some — Satan is an Angel of 
Light ; there are others who would rather irnpeach the angels 
for his &po«tacy; now, so Car from considering it a reflection 
on Mr. W. that he is of an honourable Irish family, and hak 
very iioble Irish prospects in rank and fortune, it appears a 
landable pride to acknowledge and not contemn these distinc- 
lious; though it may not be an argument in favour of hi» re- 
presenting tliis county. 

Let Mr. W, eiTJoy his princely income — let him choose to 
lepresent Wilthhire instead of Hampshire, or Dorsetshire, at 
Essex, (though among the hundreds of friendly voices 
vouching for Jiis good name, there appears, as yet, not one 
from Essex, his residence, the place wiiere every roan is best 
known); but let not bis partisans deprecate the humblest for- 
tunes of a W iltshire magistrate, perhaps after all more free and 
independent than his own ; for they should remember that alt 
Mr, W/s wealth is but an income, a life^interest, not an acre 
can he sell, not a tree can he cut down but according to bis 
marriage bond. - - 

Thus the truth of many of the sneers and remarks about the 
magistracy of the county is impossible, of others improbable^ 
of the whole denied, and of not one substantiated. 

Jlffly II, 1818. aL. 

To the Freehdderi of the County of Wilts. 
Gbntleven, 

I AM a plain man, and seldom meddle with polities, except 
vhen called upon to give my vote for a member for tfie 
county, which I always endeavour ijo do honestly, according 
to my notion of the merits of the candidates, from the best in« 
formation I can get. On this account, I read, and hear, and 
look about me, that 1 may be ,able to judge and determine— 
and if I cannot get exactly such a Parliament-man* as Jhwisb 
for, 1 am content to have, one as near the mark as 1 can. 

On the present occasion it is rather amusing to observe the 
measures adopted by one of the parties to gull that class of 
freeholders who may be properly termed independent— that is, 
those who, like myself, gii[e their votes as they please. 

Brother freeholders — Hereof a select company of gentlemeir, 
itrmed with the jpoweri (tf magistracy, whose wish is too ^^ uo-^ 
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the cMnty of Wilts to the state of a Goraish borongb^ irfaile 
ikey would act the ptfrt of the self-elected corporation ; ma^ 
imge all the bnsiiicm of eleclioiis among themselves^ and free utf 
from all trouble and care about parliaraentarj atfairs-^thiis 
thrasttfig the whole county' into the shade, thatt^ey^ and their 
^oRs, and their cousins, may (nugly and seeorely bask ia the 
sun-^ine of ministerial patroivftge imd court (ayiMMr* 

Gentknieif, these are the men who are ckmoroui' for inds* 
pendence ! Our ears afe stunned with theii shouts of, ^^ Indtf; 
pendenoe ! Independence for ever I'' I hare heafd my ddest 
boy read somewhere of f actions, who 

cc ^i^jree 

To call it freedom, ¥^hen themseket are ftee.^^ 

This " notorious Quorum/* being fond df monopolies, wonld 
have us believe, that the whole stock of independence is ift 
their hands ! But how did they come by it ? Does HM gfoik 
in their paddocks ? Have they bought it alt up ? Certainly 
it n&ver was sold in our markets, though a small oortion of it 
may be sothe how disponed of at a " Liccnsing-aay ;" and I 
rather suspect this Kttle modicum h nearly all tber stock tiiejr 



Of Mr. Long Wellesley I know lHfle---aQd, in alt likeli- 
hood, some of his political notions would by no means sqteito 
with my v^ishes: but this is a trifle when placed against the 
I)eriloussUuatioh to which the manoenvres of the ^* Quorum'* 
are carrying us. * 

Gentlemen,— whatever be the politics of Mr. Long Wd- 
lesley, it is on our behalf he enters the lists with these doughty 
combatants. He has, at least, virtue and courage, and ind^* 

Endence enough to be our deliverer from' the chatins now 
rging for us; and, if true to ourselves on this occasion, we 
may hope to live to vote again, or, at least, to hand down out' 
birth-right to our children. But if we be diverted, or allured, 
or frightened, or gulled out of our votes this time, it niay be 
as Weil that they be locked up in the strong box of the << Quo- 
rum,*' for any use we can ever make of thetti hereafter. 

The question ia effect is not which of the Candidates sliaU 
we elect ? But, as things now stand, it is come to this point, 
shall we vote this once, and no more for ever, — or, shall we vote 
for a man whose success will ensure our voting again i Should 
the ^' Quorum" succeed this time^ our names may appear on 
the freeboldeitf list as heretofore, but, instead d the cry of 
independence^ we shall hear only of the rattling of our chaiaa 
(no very pleasant music to a Wyitfhire freeholder) at ev^ry 
future election. 

As the Mu> Counts/ Jml- will soon be finished, a niei^nto of 



154 

rtKedeiBteof Wiltsbii^ lifaerf j may be tosrrlbwl <^n iUftmi 
of the portTooi in a style similar to (hat en a hnildiiijE in one of 
our yenal bbronghs, and posterity will read with astooi&bment, 
'^ Erected in the year 1818, by the Quorum Patrom of this 
^ OnnHy:' 

Gentlemen,— «tt0h bein^ the state of things, excuse a plain 
man's languai^e. If you love litierty» and wish your children 
to have an independeitt vole, spedc now in favour of Mr. Lon^ 
WeUesley, the conservator of your rights, or for ever after hold 
ironr peace, and bite your chains in silence. 

Trovpbridge, Moy 10, 1818. A CLOTHIER, 

. To the Old Moan-Baker. 

Weu,? how is your old heart now? You seem to have 
recovered a little -^bave^ grown facetious— poetical too— ' 
by*aad^by^ we shall see you m love. You probably took 
my advice, and wrapt yourself in flannel! But bow comes it^ 
Ol(( Square Toes, that you, after your four-score years^ expe- 
rieocer-^fter all that stock of knowledge which yoj» have 
acquh*^^ and the caution it ought to nave communicated, 
that^oti, of all men, should have been c^aught napping? — 
.JDid tbe report of a good dinner operate so powerfully unon 
.your nerves; — was your imagination wrought up to such a 
jtttch of frenzy bv the sound i^ or was you horror struck at 
'the idea of people paying five shillings for what you in ge* 

• neral contrive to sneak into for nolking, that your sioses for 

.a^momenr forsook ybu^and^ like; Noah, when overcharged, 

have left exposed what was for. ever intended to be kept Si6- 

. cret ? Every man has been wondering who the Old Mooor 

Kak^r could be: Do you know, says' one f } can guess, says 

.another; it is Mr. Goddard of Swindon. No, says a third, 
%is an old gentleman who lives near him. Impossible, cries 
his friend,, tbey are sensible men— ^besides, thej/ are gentU^ 

.men: Some have said that i^'s Rose of Salisbury, that ever- 
lasting scribbler ; some that it's Mr. Tinnej'; others, that it's 
Mr. Tinney's man. Others, again, have been led to believe, 

*tbat4t is foolish Harry ; while one chucklehead more brain- 
Ips than the rest, declares, that he knows for a down-tight. 

.Certainty that the Old Moon-Raker is the senior Mr. Salmon 
of Devizes ! As if that gentleman could be the author of such 
trs^h ; or would be base enough to pi-actise an imposition on 

' the freeholdei's of the county, whatever might be tbe object. 

. For Mr.Mooii*Raker,you certainly have beenguiUy of a very 
gross imposition . upon the. unsuspecting, open-hearted free- 
holders of Wilts. Aware that their partialipes might still 
lean to wheref their old member resided^ and wh^re^his 



155 

deseeiifiaatt still reside, you hftve dated your letters frdtn ihe 
place; and rightly conjecturing/ that wh^ltever appeared as 
coming from there would, by the unsaspecting freeholder, 
"he presained to baTe come from them, you have availed' 
yourself of this disposition, to produce impressions nhferour- 
ableto one candidate, and to secure, if possible, their aflee- 
tioos in favour of another? although the very candidate 
«gain3t whom you would have it believed that the descen- 
dants of Mr. Goddard are hostile to, is doio^ now what Mr. 
Goddardset him the example of: — he is giving the county 
^^ekciion. Are these your moon-raking propensities? For 
ihese forty-six years that your old heart's been so warm, 
lh< freeholders of Wilu have lost 'their rights ; this large 
and populous county has been convened into a bacchana- 
lian borpueb; the liberties and indepeadence of Wilts were 
sentenced by the bench, or drowned in the bottle. But the 
freeholders - have recovered their feet again ; they find that 
they Ikre men— ^that they are freemen, and they'll be no lon« 
ger slaves* i^or this change they tfe indebted to Mr. Wel- 
leslej;<-^he has broke op the fallow ground ; — freedom will 
sprioff op'— with freedom, talent — with talent, energy ; — 
and tnis^ grfat and intelligent county will stand in name as 
it is in nature— the first of £nglish provinces ! and the men . 
of Wilts the pride of Englishmen ! and whether your old 
heart be w%rm or cold. 

What consummate cant! — dated, too, from Swindon; 
while it was impossible that Simpson's Gazette could have 
arrived there, and an answer be sent to Salisbury in time 
lor the Journal! So it turns out that your old heiart beats a 
little nearer Salisbury than Swindon Y And pray what is the 
reason that Salisbury should not be as respectable in your 
eyes as Swindon? There are lions in the Tower; or you 
baye spent many happy hours there, and in many different 
ways too ; and very often, indeed, have been noticed 

<* StaiHUbg between two clergymen, 

f* Twa. props of virtue for a " Umb i^laWf 

" To" raise bim to the fuU « of vanity II!" 
Your old b^art is surely growing estranged from former at-, 
tachinents, when you bold Mr. Wellesley up to scorn for . 
having been seen between^ two of that respectable order; 
but for whom, the Moon- Raker would never have acquired a 
cheese; at whose tables he has been fed; and whose favour 
has made bim respectable. 

Comparisons are hateful : but I appeal to yourself, which 
of the triads are the most respectable — the first, composed of 
a member of the royal house of Piaatagenet and two reve<» 
i;end d]vines'--K)r, the second made up of two attomies^ JohOi 
Doe and Richard Roe, conducting a skeleton in prbcessionj 
and^feediuj; on its marrow. , 



156 



t you are soiog to liave a feast, at Marlborcnigh ! 1 
I Bot go if I w«r€ you ; it looks so amch like what Mr. 



. Bftt; 

v{Foiildi___ 

Walleriey bag done : although it certainly dannot now he 
'♦new io the chronicles <Jf Wiltehire!" Yoh'U have some 
aoDgs, I suppose ; and I dare say you'll be pretty jovial ! 
The subscription has come in pretty handsome; 1 hear/ with 
vhat you have got, an eighfceeo-peony whip will clear the 
decks. You'll have a poet there, but the sciences have dis- 
solved partaership in bis case ; he h«6 no music. in him. I 
would go myself, but I expect my torn cat will kitten a mag- 
pie on that day, so you must excuse me. Don't eat too 
inuob» nor prolong the feast " beyond the ordinary hour of 
aeparatioii." Don't forget Mr. Benett's speech; you will 
find it in the crown of his hat I Be sure to learn yourowti 
well, and hand it over, before you go, to tlie Journal. Leave 
a Ii#t of all the respectable names you meaa to be there, and 
they can be aettiug them up while you are eating : but be 
aure that none of the parties are dead, or on the Continent, 
or you'll be blown. There is notbing in the world to keep 
you from being very happy. Agents go free ; so if you arc 
one it will cost you nothing-^^ot so much as five shillings 
per head ! You like a cheap bit; I have heard sometimes a 
dirtff bit ; here every thing will be in apple-pye order ; and 
. t^e beH of all — it costs nothing :— r 

^< Light is the dance, and doubly sweet the lays, , 

" When for the dear delight another pays/' 
' I have but one word -more to say lo you, and that is— 
'* DoTj't lose yout breeches.*' 

M Y OLD HEART. 

To the Editor of the Salisbury Gazette. 
Mb. Editor, 
BeiNG from neeessity, ^hicb kiiows no law, a constant 
resident in this couaty, I have often wished (to my shame 
be it spoken) for a contested election to enliven the solitude 
of an old bachelor, and the columns of your paper, ofteu un-^ 
interesting to me who have little concern or connection here, 
more than in common with other paits of my native land, 
for which, I am proud to say, I have fought and bled : and, 
as Mr. Wellesley claims a right to stand for this county as 
the nephew of a great hero, I may, perhaps, be permitted, 
without ofience, to occupy a small portion of your columns, 
^ being myself a little one* At any rate, my reason is as 
good as his. Mr* Methuen, frOn^ his silence and inactivity^ 
it is to be hoped, is quite secure ; he affords me no amuse^ 
inentt \>tt where is Mr. Benett, or, as Messrs. Hunt and 
Htsber €«dl \\\m, Mn John BeneU^ as if io a Cbristiaq coya- 



. try ii Wer^ a btemish to {lays a Christian name. I bfimin ^ 
be juodier some alarm lest be should be secure also; aadtfaea^ 
fiurewell to all sparriog, and to the inoreasing interest fbf 
^Simpson's Gasette and the Salisbury Journal. Again I ask, 
What can Mr^ John Benett be abaut this week*? No new 
address, nor answer^ nor statement^ whilst Mr« Wellesley'9 
xi^me qbntinues as usual, to enliven column after column ! 
Are we to infer, as is generally the case, that the strongest 
party is the most silent ; or is it merely a cessation of hostili- 
ties ? and has Mr. B. no time to w^rite answers and addresses, 
whilst he is pursuing his spirited canvass upon his broken- 
down hunters?- When /AeiV, and his, fatigues are over, we 
may look forward to an overwhelming tide of answers to all 
his enemies, both anonymous and otherwise, even to the man 
who quarrels with him, amongst other things, for giving him . 
a new coat, and makes him talk Leicestershire slang in mis^ 
take for Wiltshire. 1 would rather read over an old log book 

' from the Channel to China, than examine their accounts; ' 
but from this one proof of falsehood I chance to be up to, t 
can make a pretty shrewd guess at the rest. God forbid any 
rtiisfortane should befal Mr. Benett before " the friends of 
independence'' give their dinner at Marlborough; as a speech, 
at the least twice as long as Mr. W.'s, we all know may be 
expected from Aim, in which it is -to be hoped, for the amuse- 
ment of your readers, he will follow that gentleman's example, 
by setting forth his own qualifications and pretensions to the 
best advantage ; how much riding, and driving, and chacinp:, 
and pacing, he has undergone; to attend agricultural meet^ 
ings, sessions, and assizes ; his prize cups at Devizes; his 
patent ploughs, Scotch carts ; his letters to Coxe, flax dress- 
ing, and his Wiltshire lady. Of course we shall be told how - 
her fathcfr brought up five hundred votes, and turned the fortune 
itf the day in favour of the Old Moon-Raker*s hero of 1772, 
causing bis opponent to strike his flag; and who may.also 
be remembered in some of the clothing districts as *^ the pilot 
who weathered the storm" at the critical period of the French 
revolution. What h saving in elections, if Mr. W. sets tl\e. 
fashion of every man being his own trumpeter ! — Mr. Editor^ 
1 have only a left-hand to write with, which has long been 
tired, as you must be, with decyphering my bad writing; 
therefore 1 will hasten to sum up my advioe. to your readers 
in as few words as possible. It is to be hoped, for Mr. Wei- 
lesley's own sake, that ail which can be said of him is, that 
be is a fortunate dandy. Mr. M^thuen 1 believe to be ami- 
able in his private character — in his public one he has 

' cfertainly exposed himself a little. Since he has represented 
this county, he has done neitbai' good nor harm." Mr. Be- 
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iiett. we .may at least expect miW do something; he baA l))e 
character of being active and decisive ; and even Titus True- 
man^ in the height of his abuse, still idlows him to be a man 
of talents. By all means returnhim as am of your inembers. 

Ye men of W iltshire, have ye not been repretented by old 
women long enough i 

Zeals, May 17, 1818. A BUSY BODY. 



To the Freeholders of the County of IFUts. 

IN THE COUNTY COURT. r 

Fisher «. Benett. 

^ And the dirt came out/'— Jiidlgvs, ch. iii. t. 22. 
Gentlemen^ 
Since I did myself th§ honour io address you on thU sub- 
ject, some erents have taken place ^^ new in the chroqicles of 
Wiltshire," but intimately connected with the subject of thia 
inquiry, and on which I feel it my duty to offer you a few 
observations. They are not precisely free from it— ifcr# be- 
long to one of them— J<r< has been thrown at the oth^.^ It., 
will be truly gratifying to you, however, to observe, that »UK», 
the period 1 refer to, a considerable portion of dirt ha| disap- 
peared. The requisition to Mr. Wellesley, demanding e^cpyi- 
nation of a common, and what; from real ignoranco pf ita 
meaning, was construed into an offensive phrase, has vaiiished 
from the columns of the papers. It was the offspring of piqUe. 
or passion, and its existence has terminated in shame! That 
requisition, gentlemen, you thought as I did at first, was the 
spontaneous act of the magistrates whose names were affixed, 
to it; nothing, however, could have been more enoneouf*. 
There was a vast deal of manceuvring to get at them, and the 
regular system of canvassing was resorted to, on purpose to 
procure the number you saw, certainly not a very numerfms. 
one, considering the great assortment of magistrates we have 
for the administration of justice in this extensive couDty. 
With all (heir efforts, they could only procure sixteen ; and 
four of these, ashamed that they had put jlheir namea to a 
paper which proclaimed their ignorance and folly, ordered 
them to be withdratwn. • I hail this evidence of returning wis- 
dom to the bench ! and, as one good thing seldom comes alone, 
the remaining twelve have followed their example, and now 
the columns of your county papers no more exhibit the names 
of sixteen, nor even twelve names so eminently distinguished; 
for philological and magisterial acquirements. In justice to 
the twelve judges who remained after* the secession ^C Ibe 
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others, it mnst be observed, that Ihejr cartainly went oS with 
fljing colours. They gave the *• D' ■ < ? , ^^ho's afraid?" 
illey defied Mr. Welleslc^y to, substantiate that to which he 
hid never become pledged, ami then ukM tt^lceremoniously 
wUbdre^y not desiring nor waiting a reply ! This portion of 
dirt, gentlemen, is rembvod. ^ 

' ;Ati etent, at which some dirt has been (hrown^ was a dinner 
of the friends of Mr. Welieslcy,. at the Castle Inn, Marlbo*- 
roQgb.. As many of you were there, and M^itnessed the bar* 
mooy that prevailed, ^nd the unfeigned respect and attach* 
ment that was shewn to our highly respected Candidalet Mr« 
Weliesley; as yon beard his manly avowal of pjriaciple$ 4li^r 
to you, long lost, tmt about to be restored; his devotion to > 
your cause, and his zeal for its prosperity, you will be eaabl^ 
to bestow a smile of contempt, for the sneer which has been 
thrown at you and your dinner at Marlborough, as if it wa» 
beneath the dignity of Wiltshire freeholders to sit down to an 
'Entertainment, unless the expense equalksd pr exceeded their 
means ; and they, conse^nentiyi deprived of an opportunity of . 
expressing their^ attachment to the rights and independence oC 
their county, because Providence had, in a less 'bountiful way, 
-distributed bis favours amongst them. This, gentlemen, is all 
they can say about you and your late dinner. - Nothing is more 
common than for candidates and their friends to dine together ; 
it is never alleged against such entertainments, that they ar^ a/- 
' most gratuitous ; for, in general, they are known to be altogether 
so; look, for instance, at Longford Castle, where the^arlet 
and blue robes of Sarum hie for a ^^bit of that there/* or, at 
the College, when pigeon shooting is in season ! Mr. Welles* 
le^'s dinner was intended as a mark of friendly attachment to 
him ; jis a mean of promoting friendly intercourse amongst the 
freeholders themselves. Had it been done with the insidious in* 
tent ton of winging the friends of Mr* Jervoise or my. other can« 
didate, then the harpies might shew t^eir teeth and welcome; 
but they can't bear that the people should have too much foe 
money ; especially when thet/ are not pernutted to be partaken. 
They affect surprise and even horror at gentlemen, farmers, 
tradesmen and others, dining together for five shillings^ while 
they have been ready to hang themselves for having been 
refused admission to a thrcj^ and sixpenny gorge ! But, gen* 
tkmen, you have a dinner of another kind, which I fear will 
eUcit a little dirty work. It was advertised to be at the Duke^a 
Arms, Marlborough, for the friends of independence,— that is, 
for the friends of Mr. Benett ; for by a stranse perversion of 
language and common sense as well as fact, Benett and Inde* 
pendence have become synony mousi. Th is is especially strange 
since the pubUcatiun of Mr. Fisher's account, But they thlak 
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you can shallow any thing; they imagine yon affe to (a^ 
gQlled ; am) tbcy intend tbdt you shall answer the end of youf 
creation. It may amuse you tmd I , gentlemen, to look a litlb 
at the company assemblecl on this important occasion; at what 
they did, and What they said. 

In the report which I frnd in the Salisbury Journal, you xrilL 
see that this said meeting took place on Friday last, at the 
JDukcf'a Arms, Marlborough. The company, you are told, 
wem alt friends of independence ; that is of such independeBCO 
as the county has enjoyed fof these forty-six years past, and 
for which the Moort-Raker oiers up liis daily orisons in mock 
devotion. The com pany, you arc told, "were very numerous, but 
yet they were all accommodated in one room, and none of thd 
vootm m t4ie Duke*is Arms inn will hold a regiment ! That they 
were tery respectable there can be no doubt ; thefre^holdem of 
"Willi were always a respectable body of men, and wherever 
ttey are assembled they are entitled to respect. But notwith^ 
Standing all tbis, gentlemen, th^re were some little drawback^ 
wpon the business of that day, which may not be unamuaing' 
i» you and to myself. They have discharged an arrow or 
two ait MT.AVelicteley's dinner party; is there any crime in 
lefuming themf-^Ai^ they only to be active — we meirfy* 
passive in the contest ? Are they to have all (he fun, you and 
1 never tohave a smile ? come, come, turn about'sfair play; let'a 
draw aside the curtain, and discover ail the beataies that tbo 
Ihtke enfolded ia his arms. 

You a#e in^med that Fulwar Craven, Esq. was in thtf 
tliair. Thia is a very respectable gentleman of Wilts, andsd 
Air hmed for his reformiryg zeal that Mr. Hallett of Berkskin?, 
and some other place, called upon him to come forwaid, fike 
anoAer Sampson, and save u» &om the Philistinesv Friend 
Fulwar, whose zeal was of that sort which has more prnd^noe 
tbau firei in it^ just knows when to burn, when to go out, dia* 
obeyed the paKriof ic call, gave up tlie delight in prospect df 
annual partiaments and universal suflrmge,an^ roundly affirmtod^ 
that constituted as (be House of Commons was at present, hecould 
not sDfffer his immatuiate person to enler it ! This yba knm^ 
gentkiAen, appeared in the public papers, and now only tfainh, 
what sort of man this Mr. Craven must be. He tell^ you thai 
the House of Commons is a place so vile, so corrupt, so coilta^ 
minat^, so contaminatiDg, that he would not for the soul of 
him go there; but he thinks it*s good enongh for M^. Beaett^ 
Did y^n ever hear any thing so malicious ? To send poor Mn 
Ben^t where he would not take his own boots I This ia a 
compliment to Mr. Benett with a vengeance* It is cruel work^ 
hut I never will allow that it originatea in badnesis of heart; 
Fulwar is a very good sort of man^ but I think be iau weak 
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brother ; we have all oar. infirmities, and certainly Mr. Craven 
never shewed the extent of his so much as when presiding at 
the dinner of a Candidate, who very properly is as averse to 
Fulwar's reforming plansi as Fnlwar himself was to going 
away without a good belly-full. Mr. Craven's speech was to 
\be old tune of independence, and when delivered in that com- 
pany, meant nothin^^elsc than the right of the magistrates and 
clubs to return the county members ! Liberty abroad, but 
tyranny at home> — these are the two fundamental articles of 
every reformer's creed- /There is one thing which is men. 
iioned that I hope is erroneous. We are told that Mr. Craven 
was obliged to be supported! What! ^^How. come you so^ 
so soon ?"— -Perhaps he had the gout, or the gravel, or, — well, 
pever mind what it was, I am sorry that be needed support, 
especially as there was nobody near him but Mr. Benett and Paul 
Metbuen.; the former standing more in need of Fulwar's sup- 
port at the present moment than Fulwar can possibly do of his; 
and as for Paul! Fulwar, Fulwar, if you are wise don't lean 
there; Qi, but hQ has been a steady support wherever he 
turned bis side to« Always sure to find tiim at his post r if you * 
only, knew where to find the post. — Gentlemen, his post, if he 
ever me^n^ to be consistent, certainly was not at the Duke's 
Arm,s, not at a dinner given with a view to further the return 
of a ministerial member. Mr. Methuen's plaee was away from 
that table ; he has been constantly for these few weeks (just as 
1 told you) opposing the ministers on all questions ; and now 
that be comes down here he turns tail again, and gives his sup« 
port to a gentleman whom he knows were he now to go up 
with him to St. Stephen's chapel would on all questions of pre- 
rogative* Qr where the crown was concerned, vote against him; 
-wniesd to be sure Mr. Paul changed once more. Mr. Methuen 
has hurt himself by going to that dinner ; and Mr. Benett has 
done himself no good by having him there. The plans that 
were laid when they were at the house of their common friend, 
although denied .by Mr. Methuen^ are now beginning to 
operate ^ and the dinner opens the ball. You will find that a 
coalition will be attempted, and a mutual tmnsfer will be made 
of interests. This is my opinion ; I shall be agreeably disap- 
pointed if it is not so. 

Amongst the toasts, you ate told that *^The Independence 
of the county of Wilts was drank with enthusiasm* Such 
an independence as I have described^ and which is the funeral 
of its real independence ! 

The hurraing was relieved a little by the charms of oratory, 
Mr. AtbertoUj who resides at Calne, and is a patriot of tlie 
true Ilamsbury breed, made an eloquent address. It had all 
the fascinations of music! and it is most greatly to be lamented 

T 
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that cloudy mcdt (for. we have heard nothing, as yet about 
tt»;?e) having predisposed the greater part of the select few 
to sleep, it only contributed to give the drowsy god that as- 
cendancy to which he had been aspiring more speedily, and 
to render their repose more tranquil* In an instant (to use 
the phrase of the Journal) " the utmost' harmony prevailed*!*' 
That is, there was -a most dreadful row !• You must know, 
gentlemen, that the Ramsbury independents belong to old 
Major Cartwright's school ; and therefore never attend pub- 
lic meetings without 9 waggon load of Resolutions in store. 
Mr. Athertbn happen to touch the string of resolutions, up 
got a GaBy £Lnd rejected to the rehearsal. This awaked 
some additional " harmony," probably the effect of " enthu- 
siasm,'^ amongst the " zealous friends of independence!" Mr* 
Athertoh is a warm friend to independence ; he was (I be- 
lieve) at Mr. Wellesley's dinner on account of it ; he was at 
Mr. Benett's on the same account. — " He sows besides all 
waters," but does hot seem very particular about the seed ! 
Mr. Atherton having (whom by" the bye I am proud to call 
my friend) finished his address (which was no doubt received - 
with "enthusiasm" at the close) and having tied up his reso- 
lutions and carefully pocketed them, the health of Mr. Me- 
thuen, our worthy representative, was drank ; (I suppose, but 
it does not say) with " enthusiasm'* also. Upon this he got up 
and made a speech, just such a one as I have heard him make 
when the mayors of Salisbury do me the honour to invite me 
to the civic feast. It was about the same length, or rather 
longer, than those he has been accustomed to make of late 
in the House of Commons; but he had dined, and after diri" 
ner^ you know, makes all the difference. \ have been puz-» 
zlingmy poor nob for this five niinutes to account for the ap-^ 
pearance of Mr. Methuen at this dinner. You know, gen- 
tlemen, it was a political dinner; and if he went to it to sup^ 
port Mr. Fulwar Craven, he cannot but know that that genj- 
tleman's principles are in direct opposition to the known and 
political principles of the whole county of Wilts ! I say the 
whole county, for I do nor reckon Mr. Craven's gardener or 
those in his' employ, and who may have the benefit of his 
lectures, to be any thing when compared with you. — Now, 
if Mr. Methuen went from such a motive, he certainljr paid 
you a very bad compliment, in appearing at a public dinner, 
atnd aVowmg him the supporter of Mr. Fulwar Graven, in the 
public capacity of a chairman, at any political meeting, what- 
ever. Mr. Craven is a very ribspectable country gentlemaoy 
and I have witnessed his zeal and .activity as a magistrate^ 
but his political principles and mine-— his political principles 
and your's do not agree j and Mr. Methuen has certainly 
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feeleoted a very injudicious way of recommending himself to 
you on the resumption of his canvass, now that his ^*para^^ 
mgunt" duties are performed, and the ** private^* and *^ public*^ 
business of the nation will permit the toleration of his ab-» 
sence from the seat of legislation, with a moderate degree 
of security to the state! ! 

But, gentlemien, I must suppose another case ; that Mr. 
Methuen did not go to this said dinner for the purpose of 
sanctioning in^ his public capacity the chairman, Mr. Cra* 
yen, but to shew, on the contrary, his respect for the princi- 
ples and pretensions of M r. Benett, This is the more excu- 
sable of the two ; but how does it accord with the conduct 
that Mr. Methuen has been pursuing in Parliament for these 
two or three months past ? You need not be. told, gentlemen, 
that his conduct has been in direct opposition to the avowed 
principles of Mr. Benett ; and with regard to his prelensiom^ 
you yourselves cannot but recollect that Mr. Methuen by 
public advertisement declared, when that hoax took place, 
ftbout furnishing post chaises, waggons,- horses, asses, &c. to 
take the freeholders to the poll,, that he stood (take his 
own words) ^'entirely free of any understanding whatever 
mth him {Mr» B.) and that no consideration should induce him 
Jo accept assistance on the terms of entering into coatition, or 
taking any part directly or indirectly zmlh any other gentle^ 
man /" So far, Mr. Methuen ; and so far so good ! This 
was certainly a declaration worthy of the member of a great 
pounty ; — it was worthy of the man who first trod on the 
chilblarns of the Clubs !-^But, turning from declarations, let 
vs look a little at facts. — You and I had a right to expecti 
that Mr. Methuen would act up to his promise; it was a 
promise that went a great way towards removing many 
wellfo^unded prejudices, which the versatility of his conduct 
had raised. I)e sieemed to have come to himself, and deter-) 
wiped to stand stiff at last. But how have things turned 
put ? By one kick all the prospects contained in the milk-i 
pail have been overturned ; by one fell dash they have^ been 
scattered: on the ground, and you know, gentlemen, milk is 
something like water, not easily gathered up again. For 
after this noble declaration (and it was a noble one) where 
do you see Mr. Methuen i — 4ye, where i " Tell it not ia 
Gath !" Why, gentlemen, you see him at a dinner gi<en for 
the express purpose of furthering the ends of Mr. Benett's 
election ; you see him occppying a* prominent situatioa 
there ; he was one of the supporters pf the chairman, and you 
hear him drinkiqg success to Mr, Benett's cause, to all the 
means taken to promote it; and you, gentlemen, that are at 
^11 acquainted with t^e nature of electioneering dinners, i|e^4 
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not be told what is meant by seeibg two candidates on the 
fight and left of the chair, at a political entertainment. There 
is, therefore, no dependence to be placed oh the declaration 
of Mr. M etbuen. He should, if he valued his word, or your 
esteem, have undoubtedly been absent from the Duke's 
Arms. He would have acted with more consistency, with 
more integrity, though the old building has fallen into de- 
cay, he would have laid a new foundation for your esteem* 
He may think probably that by going there as to other places, 
he might do neither good nor harm ; but there he is mis- 
taken; there is no such thing as neutrality here. Besides, 
we have his declaration to the conirart/^ and that completely 
establishes the case against him. . I hope, gentlemen, when 
be comes to ask you for your votes at the approaching elec- 
tion, that you will not fail to remind him of Marlborough ; 
and say, Mr. Metliuen, what business had you at Mr. Benett's 
dinner; and when he replies, that he went for the honour of 
the county independence, you ask him how he thinks the 
honour of the county independence can be secured by sanc- 
tioning the conduct of those very men who have held it in 
subjection for these forty-six years ; and for the continuing 
of which bondage that dinner was given. — I don't wish yoii 
to pull his ears away from his head, but a gentle pinch, I 
dare say yo» will think with me, will do no harm', and may 
probably do him a deal of service. I did intend to have 
dissected his speech, but it is not worth while : he has too 
glaringly fal^fied his declaration to you^ and has acted so 
inconsiBtently with his presently avowed principles, by his 
conduct on Friday, that I shall take no farther notice of him 
at present^ except by furnishing the only apology for his 
conduct that the case affords. Though his principles are 
directly opposed to Mr. Benett's, yet he probably imagined 
that by the time Mr. Benett's aristocracy bad passed through 
the medium of Mr. Craven's democracy j it would be perfect- 
ly harmless by the time it had travelled the length of his 
gen nine whiggism U 

Mr. Benett's health was next drank with enthusiasm^ and 
he replied to the honour done him in a suitable speech. The 
consideration of that speech i mast defer till next week ; it 
k intimately connected with the title of this letter, a subject 
I shall bring before you when next I take up my pen. I 
freely confess to you that there are items in the accounts of 
Mr. Fisocr, as well as of Mr. Benett that I do not understand ; 
and thei efoie have resolved to make every possible inquiry, 
before I deliver an opinion to you. It is truth I seek for. 
I am the partisan of no man ; you ^1 know the opinions I 
have expressed of 'Mr. Benett ; how warmly I advocated 
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his cause ; the letter of Mr. Fisher wrought a dtffisrent feel- 
ing ; with this I have made you acquainted ; I stand pledged 
to you to prove that the name of Mr. Fisher had heen em- 
ployed by Mri Benett or his agents on his canvass; this I 
nave ho doubt of accomplishing to your full satisfaction. 
The degree of criminality, you know, will depend upon the 
nature of the accounts as they are before you, includins: the 
circumstances connected with them. You have no busmess 
with the motives of Mr. Fisher; they might be bad or they 
might be good ; it is the fact you have to try. I have made 
up my mind upon the subject, but there.aresome things with 
which I wish to be better acquainted, before I make that 
public, and should I find that my judgment is erroneous, 1 
shall be most pleased and happy to express a different opinion 
to you. 

In the concluding report of the dinner, you will find that 
it is there stated to oe very good. I heard but of one com- 
plaint, and probably that did not exist : one of the gentlemen 
said that the taties werefousty^ but Iiis neighbour accounte4 
for it by his having incautiously dropped a little Scots snuff 
iipon them while handing his box to accommodate the nasa| 
" propensities" of one of the " zealous friends of indepen- 
dence!" After having been told that the dinner was good^ 
you are told that the "wine was paid for;'' encouraging a 
doubt that though the drinkables received that favour, the 
eatables did not. But this certainly must be a mistake. 
Those gentlemen who exclaimed so loudly against giving 
such a paltry sum SisJi'De shillings for a dinner^ would shudder 
at the " ecstatic joy" of taking one for nothing. We are 
not told at what hour the independents separated; but I have 
been informed that some of them did not arrive until, ^' in 
the glowing" language of one of the persous who bo doubt 
saw what he relates, " the sun was scattering around him in 
rich profusion the rays of the morning.*^ 

I am, Gentlemen, your faithful friend, 

TITUS' TRUEMAN; 

P. S. In answer' to the query respecting Mr. Benett's reli- 

fion, it is a subject with which no man has any concern, 
'he question rests entirely between' bis Creator and himself. 
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WILTS COUNTY ELECTION. 

^0 the Freeholders of the County qf Wilts. 

Gbntlbmbn, 

Whbn I had the honour of canvassing the county in Mtfirch 
(as far as tbt time would admit), it was a inatter of deep regret 
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to me that I could not mit on «Ye'ry fiteeholder, iirorder to pay 
them that respect which, as a Candidate for their futarerepre^ 
seniation, as well as from gratitude for their past support^ I 
shall have the highest gratification iii paying them. 

But I thought my duty in Parliament paramount to every 
selfish consideration ; nor could I reconcile it to my ideac^ of 
propriety, to neglect your interests for the purpose of pror 
moting my own, and making so poor a return for all the kind* 
ness of my constituents, as endeavouring, at their expense^ to 
ensure my own success in the object of my only ambition. 

The private business of the House of Commons being naw^ 
over; and nothing particularly important in the puUk^ I take 
the earliest opportunity of renewing my canvass, and apolo* 
gizing to the freeholders whom I have not had the pleasure of 
waiting upon, feeling fully confident that I shall not havo 
suflered in your good opinions by pursuing the line of conduct 
which a conscientious sense of duty so x;learly dictated. 

Believe me, though for so long a time unavoidably absent 
from the county, my heart has not been less alive to the general 
warmth and kindness with which my applications have beea 
received, and my pretensions encouraged ; and which lead me 
to anticipate (and 1 trust without presumption) the most flat-^ 
tering and decided testimony of your support on the days of 
nomination and election. 

Begging you to be assured I shall lose no time in paying my 
personal respects generally through the county, and spare nq 
pains to avoid missing any one freeholder in my canvass, 
1 have the honour to remain^ Gentlemen, 

With feelings of the highest gratitude. 

Your faithful and devoted servant, 

PAUL METHUEN, 

42y Upper Grosvenor Street^ May 18, 1818. 



To the Printers of the SaHshury and Winchester 

Journal. 

GENTLEMEN, 

The birth, parentage, and education of myself or any other 
of your correspondents, can signify nothing in the estimation 
of judicious men. Whether I am more or less than fourscore 
years of age, or whether I reside at Swindon, at Devizes, or 
elsewhere, are questions of the same importance to you and to 
the public as whether I am layman or clerk, whether I am of 
gigantic stature or a pigmy, or whether my complexion be 
black, brown, or fair. My^opponen ts would do better to refutf 
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ftiy argameuts than to descant iipoo the supposed period of niy 
birth or the place of my residence. Far abler ^ou!d it be to 
persuade the freeholders that our free exercise df the elective 
franchise is compatible ^ith the territorial claim of the pos- 
sessor of the house of Dray cot, than to calumniate the priVate 
character of an individual so obscure as I am, to insinuate 
sometimes that I am old and insignificant, sometimes that 1 am 
a youthful impostor, one week that I am stupid and inoffensive, 
and another that I am slanderous and absurd, that my views 
are selfish and indirect, my motive sordid^ and my object b8se« 
The truth which I promulgate^ and 'the reasons which I ad- 
vance, would be of equal weight though I were a stranger to 
Swindon and \U neighbourhood, and knew as little of our 
county history as the gentleman who would have persuaded us 
that the heir and representative of Mr. Goddard was actually 

£ resent at the repast provided for his friends at the Castle at 
[arlfoorough. If the place assigned for the dating of my 
letters were wholly fictitious, it is a deception to be forgiven by 
those who dq not censore that attempt to illude the county, 
which yet remains without apology or explanation. 

I hate the midnight assassin and the anonymous libeller. In 
the moral scale they hold the same station, and are equally de- 
testable. But if I were what my enemies represent me, capable 
of inflicting a deadly blow upon a political adversary under 
the security of a fictitious name, yet the nature of the depending 
contest, would be untempered by my malignity. Unaffected 
by all scurrility, and all the base contrivances to which low- 
piinded men resort, to obscure the truth and to suppress the 
fair pretensions of one Candidate or another, the quotion for 
our decision is simple and unchangeable. If the representation 
of our county be. the heir-loom of a particular family ; if a. 
stranger^ possessing an interest for life in the ample possessions 
of that family, may therefore found a claim to represent us; 
if the boast of the support of government, the splenetic censure 
of professional gentlemen un^iendly to his cause, the applica- 
tion of abusive epithets to magistrates, the wide dissemination 
of an attack upon the private character of his opponent, the 
ostentatious display of property in several counties twenty 
times repeated in the public newspapers, and the gratuitous 
entertainment of a party of freeholders and others at a tavern 
carousing till late in the following day ; if these be the legiti- 
mate means of rendering homage to the independence of the 
county, then we Ought not to hesitate inour choice of a repre- 
sentative at the approaching election. As little shall we hesi- 
tate, if we prefer a gentleman whose merits are now too clearly, 
ascertained to need recapitulation, and against who^i his bit-^ 
terest adversaries cannot now make any objection^ but that his 
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cause is espoused by magistrates, that his attention has long 
been devoted ix} our local interests, that he has had the hooestj; 
througli life to act according to^his own judgment eyen at the 
risk of popularity, and that he is rewarded for that honesty by 
the irraconcileable enmity of many who are esteemed the most, 
adverse to our constitution both in church and state. 

I remain, Gentlemen, your constant reader, 
Szamdon, May 22, 1S18. THE -OLD MOON-RAKER. 



To the. Old Moon-Baker. 

'^ What damnecl errour, but some sober brow, i 

Will bless it and approve it ?''— Shakspeare* 

Sib, - , 

If it were not known that you bad received information of 
tb^ detailed accountof Mr. Wellesley's friends' dinner being 
ordered to be published by your own printers, before you. 
gave similar orders for the publication of your last letter, 
€i)en I should join yourself in ^' lametUablc lameJitation^\ . . 
It has been hinted to me hj a very grave personage, in a 
\ company equally as grave as himself, that the writer of No. 6, 
'which bears date the 15th instant, more resembles a Young 
Make of Salisbury than an Old Moon^Raker of Swindon. 

Whether this be true, or not, it is of no importance to me 
to know.— I would rather look to the substance of a man's 
letter, than to his anonymous signature, be it old or ne^ >* 
—but I regret I cannot in your letter find " aught of substance'' 
to remark on, except two or three substantial mistakes, 
whid^ neither age nor youth can excuse; — and however 
averse I may be from making the observation, yet the signa«^ 
ture under which you have attempted to disguise yourself, 
cannot in strictness be considered as any thine less than an 
insult upon each and every one of the freeholders of this 
great eounty. - 

Without referring to your poetical allusions, or ta Cap- 
tain Goddard's pedigree, (the authors of both af which are 
no doubt perfectly familiar to you,) how you can have the> 
effrontery to write (as spoken by Mr. Wellesley) that 
which he never uttered, would be a matter of some astonish* 
ment to me, if your real name were disclosed. Mr, Wel- 
lesley did not say that ''eoen when a poor man he might have 
been a peer ;" nor was the report of his speech (however in- 
correct) to that effect ; but he did say that *^ he refused to be-^ 
come the minion of ministers at that time:" And as to his 
*^ ixMHty to purchase any rotten borough^'* (although that was*' 
not the expression,) yet he must be a mere novice in parlia-^ 
mentary lore, who is not aware that the richest men m the 
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p^tually perform that wonderful exploit. 

I had hoped that the term '* local interests *' which you ap*' 
ply to one of the candidates, as if those interests were the 
best qualifications hepossesses, had already received a suf 
ficient definition, and been treaten by Mr. Wdlesley with 
the contempt which the expression justly merit?, in bis met^ 
morable and provoking speech at Marlborough; a speecH 
which certainly has. not been correctly reported ; ajspeech 
which for manliness of sentiment, for energetic eloqu^ce in 
its delivery, and for poignant wit and playful buiBour, did 
infinite honour to his head and heart. 
. I, in my turn, ^* lament'* t\\ekt you had neither the good 
fortune nor the consequent pleasure pf being present at that 
dinner: you would certainly not then have bewildered your^ 
self with the errors, into which a careless report^ and. your 
still more careless perusal of it, have involved you ; but ycHi 
would inevitably have lost a considerable portion of that 
s|)lenetic virulence and acrimony^ which you affect to exhibit^ 
against a gentleman, of whom (you will excuse me for saying 
it) you undoubtedly can form no correct judgment whatever* 
I am, Sir, your most obedient^ervtot, 

VERITAS, Jmdon 
Broad Blunsdon^ near Swindon, May 23, 1 8 i«. . 



To the Old Moon-Raker. 

Sir, 

As you have not thought it worth while to shew evert 
<:omn3on respect to the freeholders of our county, but have? 
preferred addressing weekly epistles to your printers ; .and 
as I have neither the time, nor the vanity to become a writ- 
ing agent for any man 1 and never should have an idea o^ 
placarding my party writiiigs^ so that being sent to the pro^ 
fessional agents of a certain candidate, .they may, like pufT^ 
and play bills, be left under the knockers of our doors^ I 
-adopt another course ; and, without apology, address the 
old gentleman of 1 772. 

It is really deplorable that you should be necessitated 
to raAre for arguments from the transactions of a public din- 
ner;*— in this instance you do indeed carry us back to the 
moon-raking follies and ^^ propensities*^ of other days; and 
your conduct forms an excellent appendix to this ill-compU'^, 
menlary signature affixed to your joenWica/ epistles;— for ai 
grave old gentleman, evidently approaching your second 
chiWhood, you really revert to the good things ofia recent 
entertainment with a considerable 8puc6 of youthful predi- 
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IcGtioD-; and thoogh your *' eventful htgtory" is appFoachiifg 
its last act, you iitter, pretty fluently, the ecbcf of former dc* 
lights:— 

^ You cannot bat remember tbat snch tfaingt wens,-^ 
" That were most precious to yon." 
But however the remeihbraiice of past delights may associafe 
with your present garrulity, it has been observed that other^ 
and less irntatiitg, and more serious occupations than ming- 
ling in the confusion of contested elections, would better 
suit the infirmities of age ; and it is very obvious that the 
satire you ionply on some of the pastors of our establishment 
disgraces those infirmities. It is also not a little impolitic; 
with reference to the object of your advocacy, inasmuch as 
it has been hinted that, so far from generally studying the 
approbation of the ministers of the gospel, he does not rank 

. too highly some of its most serious and most essential doc- 
trines* Neither can I see why a~gentleman of honour, and 
of property, and of independence, and undoubted ability, 
degrades himself more by joining a respectable and nninflo- 

' enced partv of his friends at a ^'tavern'' in Marlborough, 
than if he nadbeen at a three and sixpenny* club ordinary, 
at Deptford Inn, or with other good friends, and Wortliy 
friends, and dear friends of our county, who had nominated 
and dictated to us our parliamentary representatives at Beck- 
hampton Inn/ 

To be sure extreme age is an excuse for infirmity of 
mind ; but how could you be so very incautious as to omit, 
in the Journal of Monday mornings the very admirable nptcf, 
arising from a difference of a report in two newspapers, in 
your Monday noon's edition ? You must, indeed, have H 
speedy messenger to convey from Swindon to Salisbury this 
after-thought, a very "Ariel to do your bidding,'* or have 
you ^friend at Court. You argue ill for your cause in claim- 
ing merit for a gentleman because he deduces no .advantage 
to his from wealth, from descent, or from connection: he 
ought to do so— rit would be some of his best passports to 
ourwifiVages, for it would render him more ipdependent: 
mere local abilities, and local exertions, however well applied, 
will never create an efficient county member. But I uelieve 
the gentleman is right; for his property, I fear, is not a great 
deal to boast of, his descent not very noble, and hisr connec- 
tion too limited to form even the shadow of a pretension, or 

* I believe Uie{>nce at which the Deptford CMib Qaorom were served :ar 
their unconstitutional and unwiltshire-ltke meetings. 

t The expressiouH yon have attributed to Mr. Wellesley and others, didwot 
appear in ^e « first printed account of the dinner at Marlborough ,•" thU i» 
a wilful mistake of your's, but its art is too shallow to need illustration. It is, 
however, at his tune of life, very much beneath Uie Old Mooa Raker. 
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to t^onstittite tlie foundation of this candidate's address. Bnt 
admit him ail the merits you attempt to substantiate, there, 
are opposed to him others which claim our approval, ** and it 
is not likely we shall err respecting them." 
1 am Sir, yours, &c. 
** Neither herp nor there/' 1818. 



To the Priniers ^ the Salisbury and Winchester 
Journal. 
Gentlemen, 

Your rrcercwrf correspondent C. L. is well know as a most 
pertinacious controversialist, and as a gentleman of superior 
parts, which he mjight have exhibited without any remark 
from me, had he not thought fit to bring my signature before 
the public, coupled with insinuations which 1 feel myself 
called on to repel. Poor Pangloss too, who attempted only 
to raise a harmless laugh against the *^ Quorum," cannot 
escape your correspondent's vigilance, but is lumped in with 
s\\ those who have dared to speak in Mr. Long Wellesley's 
favour; and it is insinuated that we have resorted io ^* revo* 
lutionary slang and levelling principles." These are ^ prave 
words," as Sir Hugh Evans has it, and very convenient terms 
of abuse for any malignant scribbler to scatter on the heads 
of those who differ from him, for they may mean any thing 
or nothing as occasion requires. Will this sagacious gentle* 
man then have the charity to inform us to whom or to what 
ht intends to affix them i His own letter indeed abounds in 
*^ slang,^' and is a strange fartago of disjointed sentences, ia' 
some of which the words are jumbled together in one con* 
fused mass on true '^ levelling principles," without any head, 
whilst others (like the Wiltshire Agrjcultural Society) ai« all 
]>ead and leading members without either body or tail. 

Thi4S reverend correspondent of your's may be as warm as 
he pleases in the •cause of bis friend; the supporters of Mr. 
L. Wellesley claim only a similar indulgence, but they will 
not suffer themselves to be put idown as r^voliitiopis^ and 
levellers. r 

There was a time when the reverend gentlemao did not 
tbiak so highly of hispresen^t favdrite candidate ; for instance, 
when he preached aknim so loudly, or when he addressed to 
him a letter of monition such as is used in the Church of Rome, 
summoning him <not indeed to auricular confession, but) to 
give an account of his religious faith. The an&wer must ha^e 
been strictly orthodox and unequivocal, as it appears to have 
satisfied all the doubu of the reverend gentlemani which mav 
\a^couiit for the wariptb of his preaent attachment } though. 



some idle people buve insinuated that worldly inolives have 
had a share in effecting this change, the reverend gentleman, 
leaving been observed to cast many a " longing look" towards 
the shoes of a certain gouty incumbent, not an hundred miles 
from Devizes ; but this I set down as mere " revolutionary 
slang/' I do not understand "what he refers to when he says 
that '^ with some Satan is an Angel of Light." Perhaps he 
may himself intend to make an angel of his new favourite, 
^hom not long since be would hkve made a devil of; or pos- 
sibly his meaning may be better illustrated by a perusal of 
*' Trie Infernal Quixote;" but I must leave these points for 
your correspondent to explain in another electioneering puff, 
or in hh next letter of admonition to any gentleman whose 
rdigtous faith he may hold to be doubtful. His learned ex- 
position of the word '' Quorum" was not wanting to ensure 
loy respectful attention and ready obedience to the magis- 
tracy, when acting in their proper sphere; but when I see 
any of them affecting airs of superiority in other relations of 
life, and attempting to exercise authority in concerns to which 
their jurisdiction does not eJctend ;when I see clubs of magis- 
trates established for purposes of political dictation, I consi- 
der such acts as an ooious species of petty tyranny, i^bich [ 
abhor, and which whilst I have life and strength 1 will resist 
as far as I am able. 

; I have stated in a former letter how our county elections 
were managed for forty years, namely, from 1772^ when Mr, 
Goddard was elected, to 18 i^, when Mr. Methuen offered 
Umself. During that period no member was chosen for the 
county, bnt through the medium of the two clubs, and it is 
sufficiently " notorious^' how much disturbed they were 
ivben Mr. Methuen offered himself to the general choice of 
the freeholders, without their previous sanction : I chanced 
to hear enough of their discontents and grumblings. The 
most activ^e and virulent opponents of Mr. L. Weliesley are 
the very persons who wish to restore these clubs to their 
pristine vigour; but they have lost their ascendency, and if 
the independent freeholders ever suffer them to resume it, 
they would richly deserve any trammels that might be there* 
after imposed on them. 

. Whilst your correspondent was so triumphantly illustrating 
(for the edification ot the unlearned) the meaning of tlie word 
" Quorum," he might have done bis friends more service if 
he had eitplained how it happened that out of nearly an 
hundred magistrates, ^sixteen only (afterwards reduced ta 
twelve) should have appropriated to* themselves the charges 
ftdvanced by Mr. L. Weliesley; or how it is to be accounted 
fo^ that c the twdve^ instead of denying those charges. 



have satisfied themselves by (kfying Mr. W« to prove ih(A 
which h^ has never asserted : 

** Quoth Ralph, bow great I do not know, 
" They may Iby being beaten grow ; 
„ . . . f^ But none that see now^re Ihey nt, ^ ■ . r 

** Will judge them overgrown with wit." 

If in this early stage of the contest, angry words and harsh 
expressions have been resorted to, the opponents of Mr. L, 
Wellesley may thank thenjselves for it ; for I will venture to 
assert that no gentleman of decent character, fortune, and 
connections, was ever before assailed with such foul and un- 
merited abuse. The scandalous tales which have been cir- 
culated respecting him have been all sufficiently refuted, and 
the propagators of them ha^e lowered their tone ; but some 
of the writers against him, though they affect moderation 
and candour, cannot yet conceal their deep-rooted malignity. 
His friends do not wish to bolster him up either by his high 
family connections, or by his extensive property; tney mere- 
ly claim for him the same courtesy which would be due to 
^ny respectable man of good estate in the county, who might 
offer himself for its representation. He would have given 
way to Mr. Estcourt,^to Mr. Penruddocke, or others, whose 
pretentions he considered to be superibr to his own ; but he 

f>resumes on being quite as eligible a person to represent us. 
n Parliament as his present opponent, and is therefore de- 
termined fairly to try his strength with him ; he has the fairest 
prospect of success; and his enemies may^rest assured that 
they will not succeed In their attempts to write him down. 
To protect myself from the insinuations of yoUr reverend 
correspondent, I have been again led to obtrude on the 
public; it certainly was not my wish ; but when I am attack* 
ed r shall continue to defend myself ivith such weapons as 
fall itt my way, I am, Gentlemen, truly, 

A NATIVE. 
Tq the Freeholders of the County qf Wilts. 

GgNTLEAlENy 

I AM daily continuing my personal canvass: and I agaiti 
gratefully acknowledge the numerous promises of support 
which I constantly receive in every district of the county. 

During the last week I have visited the distant parishes of 
Oakinghfim, Swallowfield, Hur^t, and Shinfield. 

To the freeholders of that district, I am bound to returii 
my mpst cordial thanks fpr their kind reception of me, and . 
their flattering prooiises of support. 

I proceed with increasing confidence of ultimate success^ 
%J9d iiQpe very, sooa to qomplete the duty ol^ having; paid my 
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pprsorial respects to every freeholder of this intlependent 

COUDtJ. 

I remain, Gentlemen, your most devoted servant, 
Mnrlbarough, May 22, 1818- JOHN BENETT- 

To the Independent Electors qf Wilts. 
Gentlemen, 
Th e writer in the last Journal who signs himself ''A Clo» 
thier,^ assumes the garb of honest sincerity, that he may 
with the greater effect calumniate a most respectable body of 
his neighbours; and, instead of reading, hearing, and look* 
ijig about him to enable him ^* to judge and determine" who 
of the candidates for the honour of representing the county 
are the most fit fornhat high and important office, he appears 
on the present occasion disposed to spit his venom at the 
magistracy of the county. Some of my acquaintance think 
be has been disappointed pf magisterial honaurs ; I rather sup* 
pose him to be an ex-publican, who lost his license for some 
impropriety of conduct* , He declaims against the 'Notori- 
ous Quorum/' — " Brother Freeholders," who are so likely to^ 
be interested in upholding the honour and independence 
of the county, as " a seUct company of gentlemen,^' whose 
property and character have pointed them out, as the most 
proper persons to be armed with the powers of magistracy £ 
Who so capable of directing our choice in this important 
affair? T^ is writer asks where these gentlemen got their 
independence — if they bought itP I would answer they inbe* 
rit their independence as their birth-right, transmuted from 
a free and honourable ancestry, and that they are determined 
to transmit it to their children, pure and unsullied, frooL 
ministeriar patronage and court favours If the Clothier 
wishes to be informed where independence is' boajght and 
sold, I would recommend him for information on that point 
to Lord Castlereagh, the friend of Mr. Long Weljesley. 
I am not personally known to either of the Candidates, who 
aspire to represent us in Parliament, and am in no way in- 
terested in the election of one in preference to another, only 
so far as the honour and independence of the county is coa* 
ceriied. Of the three gentlemen who are canvassing the 
county, Mr. Mcthuen is too firmly rivetted to your affections 
by the faithful discharge of parliamentary duties to be the 
subject of a remark. Of the other two, Mr. Benett is a 
plain country gentleman, a native of our soil, a man of talent 
.and integrity f who has always resided amongst us, whose 
principles are strictly independent and constitutionat: he is 
iiot likely to barter your rights and libef ties, to sacrifice hit 
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icharacteri and forfeit yont good opinion^ for any batiUe the 
ministry may bestow on bim. J*he other candidate, (Mn 
Ix>ng Wellesley^ (as he himself stated at Marlborourii,) ^is 
not of celestial origin,— he was born somewhere/'—but cer- 
tainly .not in WiltSiire; who boasted that when poor, whrdi 
was before he got his Long purse, his (ministerial) influence 
could have secured him any rotten borough in the kingdom, 
or even a title ! He has a seat in the House of CommoBs, 
and has avowed his principles on all great add national oc» 
casions, to be decidedly against tl)e public opinion. Mr. 
Zjong W— — — y was one those who voted for and passed the 
corn bill ; and he has been uniformly on the ministerial side, 
when a pension was to be granted, or the public purse invaded 
to reward a court favorite i — I shall close my remarks by ob- 
serving, that it would be a reflection on the common sense of 
the county not to elect our members from amongst our own 
gentry Mr. Benett has been pointed out to vs by a most re- 
spectable body of independent Wiltshire sentlemen, as highly 
qualified to fill that honourable and important situation. 
They are fully competent to appreciate his merits, and I trust 
wehave too much independent firmness left amongst us to be 
induced to part with our high character by the flimsy elo- 
quence of bacchanalian oratory; and that we shall not, like 
an unthinking girl, sacrifice our liberty and indepeodence, to 
gratify the vanity of a mere Dandj/. 

, Trowbridge, Mat/2\^ 1818. A SCRIBBLER. 

To the Old Mom-Raher. 

What is the matter now ? — You were on your high horse 
last time we saw you; now you belong to the dismounted 
cavalry I You don't surely mean to die dung f Don't give 
it up yet : let us have new editions of the old letters ; that 
ivill do every bit as well as the old story in a new epistle.^— 
Why are you so chop-fallen i The supercilious has left your 
style, and the sneer has forsaken the countenance where in- 
telligence sat enthroned,- and where a thousand loves and 
graces manufactured grins! Why were you not at the din* 
ner? You had an early ride to a late repast; but I know 
your motive — '' the end of a feast is better than the begining 
uf a fray T' I know that your ** propensities" are not war- 
like; tliough oti some occasions the ebullitions of your cou- 
ragehave required the timely interpositions of the magistrate, 
to suspend for a while its dreadful consequences. Or, did 
you not like the group? They were a motley herd! An- 
nual Parliaments and Universal Suffrage in the chair; sup- 
ported by any thing; every thing, nothing, on the pne haad ; 



and on thi atber, the nian yif)i\omA,thti f^<>xided Gdvernrnerg 
wovld lend their aid to- raise the pVieeof cam,' he would cheer*' 
fuHi/ cantimte to pay^ daring the peace, those taxes which he 
had paid during the wm*, and that, too, at the very time when 
he was sending to his tenant to pay his game-keeper's wagerl 
You wexe wise not to go so .soon into sach company;' it 
shewed your opinion of the Pythouse mixture; the coat 
would do very well in the dark, hut you were fearful that thd 
livery might be recognised; and though you were compelled 
for a moment to put it on, you forbore to M\f, until th^ 
<x>nsequences had ceased to excite apprdiension. They 
drank, no doubt, the health of the Old Moon-Raker, and yoU 
replied with all the modest diffidence of a lady-s maid who 
has just pricked the romp of her mistress ! Your attachment 
in old times, too, perhaps, prevented you from giving your 
illustrious sanction to an event so " new in the chronicles of 
Wiltshire;" or more probably the uncertain condition of yon* 
iHe^d i6te arrangements since the demise of your faithfuJ 
Mercury occasioned those attentions at home, which eventu-f 
ally produced disappointment abroad. At any rate it must 
liave been galling to associate on terms of friendship witK 
ihe very men who black-balled your exertions for the ad- 
mission of your bosom friends into the club; or to drink thd 
healths of men at Marlborough, who refused you a cup at 
the Deptford Inn. It was rude and unmannerly of them ; but 
thev suffer none but men of degree to join the ^onclave^ 
aiid though now they will thaplt you. and tliem for a vote, 
they deemed it prudent on that occasion- tp dispense with 
yoii company. Besides, you would never have beecf able to 
have preserved your gravity" while they were pratifig about 
their independence I ' You know that the meeting was calleii 
for the very purpose of affixing^the seal to the clegradation 
of the county, and confirming in power that hateful oligarchy 
which has, for forty-six years, held the freeliolders of Wili^ 
in the trammels of precedent, and/ to inspire our affections 
with a love of which blessed state, the whole of your labour^ 
were directed, the moment a glimpse of freedom dawned 
upon the representation of Wilts. Your endeavours hav« 
been incessant, but without variety; there is scarce a shade 
of difference between your first production and the one be- 
forie me, while the intermediate ones^ partake of the disgusting 
insanity of both. 

Now you have bieen traced to yonr lurking place, and de^ 
ception can no longer be of service to you, you attempt to 
excuse the cheat by «aying, that residence^ age, or name, are 
matters of no consequence where truth is the object. Thid 
is one way to be sure of getting out of it, did I clioose to lei 
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ybuesifape; but yoVit object was iMstepfeiknidMH, tnii hot 
truth; end yoo attempted, by the specious introdnctifin jai 
ag€ and place to give piaosibility to ficti(k]> and credibility 
to falsehood; for th^ express purpose of.couiitefactiAg the 
iiitealions of a riyal (tandidate, and for pFomotiag the iate^ 
i«sts of another/ who, ibeiievey has too much hondor to thank 
yon for tire iMshononrable artifice.-^Thatcaos^muat be, bad 
which is und^r the ooeeeisity of resorting to such methods tn 
enstira success; and th«e agent who caa employ them^ though 
he'imiy succeed in the deception, cannot fail of sjecoridg hk 
own-ref>roflch ; and if discovered, be precisely in the situation 
in whneb you are at preeent.-r-The burden of your siUnryis 
My|)etaally the transactions which yoo witnessed in 1772$ 
that yon assisted in the struggle;' that you hari enrer moe 
that period celebratied the wniversary of it; and that iht 
ciase in which you are engaged deriires its vain f roiu tht 
similarity of their eailses and the nature of the contests 'Thaa^ 
thiis nothing can be more false. You were not horn ai the 
time, and your principles throtrghlife haire been diame*, 
trically opposed to those you now affect txt hold sor much ill 
rererence^ and for which you have compromised your cha^ 
necter for conSia^ency and even fbr truth. Lookiag o^ yom^ 
letters as a whole^ they are the grossest imposition on the 
freeholders of Wilts thiat ever has been practised iiponany 
set of men^ or under any ciroumstahoes ; and when you ajpi^ 
p^lu! before usa^ain, you must come with all your strong 
arguments, without the aid ef Swindon, the ezhilimtiiig glass 
which you used to'driok on the anniTersary of d'esac 1772, 
and set free from al) the warmth which your cdd heart had 
been accustomed td muster ! . . ^ 

It is truly laughable after aVl your efforts to psn^uade us 
rhat you really were an old feliowi and an inhabitant of Swin^ 
don^ and an elector in 177^^ to hear you say in your letter 
t« -the Printers of the Salisbury Journal (with whom yoa 
seeai very intimate); *'The birtb^ parentage, sod edisoatioB 
of myself, or any other of your correspondents, can aignify 
nothing in the estidiation of judicious men; whether I am 
more or less than fourscore years of age, or whether I xwside 
«t Swindon or Devizef;,-' 8cc. Here 1 must differ from you»; 
it is'ffom yotirage and alledged place of residenoe, that your 
impositifon has derived its success; for if you are not of tlie 
age you represent— if you are only forty instead of eigbrty yearn 
of age, you could not nave been present at the election iai77^; 
and had you not dsited your letter from Swindon^ you would 
never have been able to have persuaded one freeholder that 
your letters either came from the Goddard family^ or. from 
persons oonikcted with them. If it signifies notbipg with 
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jadicious men where you reside,* or wliat yoiir'age, why did 
youmeiition it? Why was it introduced by yon 7 Yon memi 
that should sii^mfy something; nothing: yoyi .say with ** jttd«* 
ciou9"aien; but the fools you thought might be. ensnartd ? 
Your letters it seems are addressed to two classes of reader»y 
the ^^ judicious" and those who are not so; you are not so 
t^ointed as your employer; though you insinuate that the 
fre^oMers are fools, you do not tell them so; now heboid* 
ly declares his opinion, and divides them between salmons 
audi»harksl The folly of your still affixing Swindon to the 
£ag»end of your epistle, now that the bubble's broke, is.truly 
ridicdous; believe me it signifies nothing noa? from whence 
you, write, nor about what you write; only remember yoa 
most not claim that exemption for yourself, which you will 
»ot allow to others. With yoUy birth, parentage and educa- 
tion, and even residence^ is nothing ; it has no reference what- 
ever to truth, has no effect upoif your argument, it is nothing 
to the freeholders where you live or what, you are; the perr 
formance of your duty is every thing ! With Mr. WeHeshy 
bpwever, birth, parentage and education, and especially re^ 
sidepce is every thing, these are indispens^bies in his casei 
yriih you I grant, though they *'can signify nothing in the 
estimation of judicious men." 

. You challenge an answer to your arguments. Jrgunients 
•did you say ? I have looked through the whole of your letters^ 
and I cant*t firid one, nor the semblance of one« You do npt 
call that£tale story which concludes yoqr letter argun}^i». 
Youisurely do not mean that. They have been answered 
a^in and again, and are now converted into, a laughing stock. 
I have often heard that a man may tell a lie so often, tiiat 
at length he may himself believe it true; and itis commoplj 
•«aid, mat if you repeat a story to a man every day for 
a year, in the last he'll be convinced of j|s certainty. You 
imagine the freeholders of Wilts are of this description; at 
jall events you determine to try tlie experiment, takiijg care 
that their faith should not lack of increase for want of telling. 
.Your attempt to mislead the freeholders with regard to the 
introduction of Mr. Goddard^s name is characteristic of that 
Jiative meanness and art of which you have so large a supply. 
I ought not to blame you ; it is nature in you, and you can- 
not help it. It shews byTthe-bye how miserably you are put 
to your shifts when obliged to resort to. such low and disin- 
genuous practices ; bat it shews also in what a contemptible 
light you view the freeholders of Wilts, in supposing that 
they are so easily to be duped, in a tnatter so glaringly oppo- 
sed to truth and propriety. You know that in the Salisbury 
Journal of the the 17tli, the gentleman who pr^»ided at 
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-^le dinner at the Castle Inn^ is stated to be tlte relalite of 
Mr. Goddard, the representative of the late^raember for the 
county. It was stated otherwise in the Thursday's paper of 
the I4rh, but that account was corrected in the Journal of 
the 17th; the latter a paper to which I believe at all iiraes 

Jfrou can have pretty free access. The first account was plib- 
ished on the )4th in the Salisbury Gazette, and you know 
that you read that account at Smndon on the^l5th; ha! ha! 
ha I and On the same day wrote a reply, and had it in the 

r^ress on the l6th ! ! ! Nothing like expedition ! Yonr posts, 
ike those of Ahasuerus^ travelled quick; " the king*s business 
hemg in haste.'* Occupied in perusing your own production 
on Sunday the 17th (and what is so gratifying as to read 
such charming effusions) I forgive you for not attending to 
the amended report of the dinner a Marlborough ; but you 
surely have had sufficient time since, and there can be no 
apology for forcing such a wilful and malicious (to give it its 
softest name,) mis-statement upon the public. I ask you 
iviih what face(poh! [.know the face!) you can have the 
bard-hearted effrontery to tell the world, that that statement 
respecting Mr Goddard remains without apology or explana* 
lion? You were sadly in want of materials, when you were 
compelled to hunt for a case in such a quarter ! How are the 
mighty fallen ! Your letter, independent of the pretty tale 
1 have cited, is noth'mg from beginning to end but old wo- 
tnen^s stories, of what people say about you, and then sto- 
ries that you have to tell of them ! Give a little rest to your 
aged gums! You have really talked or wrote you rsell into 
a passion. I thought you would have shown a little more 
nhilosophy, more temper ; but I find that, like old Sigtub after 
ne was made a justice, you discover that you are still a man ! 
You seem to think yon have got enemies \ 1 am sorry for 
if, if you really have; but your delirium has occurred so fre- 
quently of late, that I must be under the necessity of calling iqi 
question your opinion on that head. The thief imagines every 
bush a messenger ; and the man who has endeayouEed to de- 
serve enemies, usually lays his account with making theiii. I 
fissure you, I am not your enemy as a iTia/i ; but, as an old 
Moon- Raker, Til have war with you until the flag of distress, 
which you displayed on Sunday, is succeeded by an uncondi- 
tional surrender. As a Moon-Raker, I am your foe; I hope 
qrery man in Wilts will be your foe; but, as a man, I am not 
opposed to you; and, if in the beat of contention, *a word 
should escape the pen, which may, by fair construction, imply 
the contrary, I would instantly blot it out from ihe records of 
pur truly agreeable correspondence. 

t 1 have Aot witnessed any of the abuse ofi which yon cont* 
))lain^ but I am not sorry to bear that you have receive^ U ; 
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your c«iue oerUi it^and the nray in wbicb yo^'have cooductod 
that cause, more than the (cause itself. I am not here referring 
to jou alone» but of the party of whom you ara the bf ad ; .and 
to the systfm that they have adopted with regard to Mn Wel^ 
lesley. You will recclkct^. probably, that he too received tt 
trifling portion of what you complaint Whcce were yoot 
aenBibilities then ? They appear to be Qi)tting|y alive now ; 
]t touches you, and you murmur; but with what shew of rea« 
son? The very letter that contains your lamentations, is brim* 
full of invective against that gentleman. ; Probably you ima* 

i';ine, that, by inflicting a wound on-another person, yoi^ wiU 
essen your own suffi^ring. I have read of tyrants who resort^ 
^tbis method of removing trpuble, but have nevjpr beard that 
}t succeeded. In every point of view, Mr. Wellasley has been, 
iheobject.of your censure and s}y invective; your opposition 
to him has been petulant, meai^, and unmanly! He had to 
complain of <^ midnight assassins and anonymous libellefB ;". 
and you know pretty w^Ilto whom he referred. He was 
laughed al when he complained, and a fresh volley of abusa 
was all the sympathy he experienced. He has been calum? 
niated as a son and a servant; as a man and a master; as^ 
tiusband and a father ; and when he resented such unm^nlyt 
basej and ungenerous conduct, and called his calumniators by 
the proper name, you were the man who sent round thatstu* 
pid, aild egregiousl^ foolish requisition to the county magisr 
trates in your neighbourhood (not Sidndon!) to procure s^gr 
natures^ calling on Mr, Wellesley to define the meaning of 
** Notorious Quorum.'* Your success was very bad, and oaa 
it deserved to be, for this was the base return yoii made hif 
honourable and unsuspecting mind for complimenting you, 
4hough his adversary, \% ith the choice of his agent. How little 
tttUst you appear in your own eyes, would you but condesoend 
j^o take a look ! How little you appear in our eyes, when com? 
plaining under that lash which you have so unsparingly a'p^ 
plied to the shoulders of another ! Yet, though so much at 
iMs, we shall agree at lastl Like you, I have the same aver-* 
aionsj but not the saihe attachments. '^ I hate the midnight 
Ikssassin, and the anonymous libeller :" — " in the moral scale 
they bol4 the salne station, and are equally detasfable!^ . 

Adieu, for the present, 

MY OLD HEART. 

7b the Freeholders of the County of WUts. 
Gentlembn, 

I TAKE the earliest' opportunity, after renewing my caavasfl^ 
C»f aciknowlpdgiqg, iritb gratitade> the oUifationi wtddi 1 nm 
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qnder to the- friends^ who have taken cars th^t my iateresi 
shoiild not fuflfer while I was unavoidably abfcnt in atteadiog 
my duty in tlife (louse of Commons. 

But it is to the county at large that I nm indebted for the 
Mpport \vhich I have' to boast of in every district ; and the 
best return which lean promise, if 1 am again seated by them in 
Parliament^ is an honest discharge of the sacred truKt reposed 
ia me ; and, above all, a vigilant eye over the application of 
the public money. 

^ I feel myself now called upon, in consequence of reports oC 
coalition with another candidate, to account for my presence 
at the dinner at Marlborough. 1 shall state the circumstances, 
9i\d I am sure they will speak for themselves, without further 
comment or explanation : — . . 

I received some time back an invitation from my friend Mr. 
Fulwar Craven, to dine with a party of freeholders. I unfor* 
tVinately accepted the invitation ; and afterwards received^ 
another letter from that gentleman, informing me that Mr. 
Benett also was invited, — when I immediately declined dinin^^ 
there, stating, that it might appear likq a coalition. ' 

I actually passed throogh Marlborough on Friday, (the day 
qf tiie dinner,) and ,had proceeded five or six miles when I met 
IJIr. Ather<ori and a party of gentlemen from Calne, whp 
pressed me very much to return, and really would take na 
refusal^ saying they had come all the way to meet me, as 1 l)a4 
accepted the invitation they understood, and that it was ^ 
^eeholders' dinner, and not Mr. Benett's. Under these, cir- 
<;nmstances (and I appeal to Mr. Atherton for tlie truth) very 
much against my own opinion or inclination, I could not do 
otherwise than return ; particularly as they informeil ma^ 
(which r bad heard before^ but did not credit) that Mr. WeU 
jesley himself was to be there. I can only say that I returned 
to dine with a large body of my constituents, who had donq 
mp the honour of inviting me, wiihout intending the smallest 
benefit to the cause of one candidate at the expense of the other; 
and under similar circumstances^ had the dinner been called by. 
the friends of Mr, Wei lesley instead of those of Mr. Benett^ 
I should have acted in the same manner^ without the slightest 
difference whatever.- 

I therefore beg again to disclaim any coalition; and trqsC> 
with the fullest confidence, to the candor of my constituents, 
aad my own character for veracity, to have full credit jriy^n 
me for the real truth of the statement; and the renewed assu- 
rance ^' that no consideration whatever'shall induce me to take 
any part, directly or indirectly, with any other candidate." 

Imnking iron nil lor your support, and begging you mbsi 
<Mq$lt!jr. to bcliet^ that it is my desire ito iirait peraonally 
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wpon every freeholder, if possibfe, before the dissolution of par- 
littiueDf, I have the Itonour tb remain. Gentlemen, 

Your graleful devoted servant, 

Salisbury, May 27, 1818. PAUL METHUEN, 

To the Freeholders of the County of Wilts. 

Gentlemen, 

Mr. Mbthuen having, in an address foyou, appealed io 
inc for the truth of his statement of the circumstances which 
led to his being at the dinner at Marlborough, on the 22Qd in- 
ttant, I lose not a moment in confirming it. 

Mr. Craven's advertisement of the dinner being a general 
invitation to the freeholders xvho were interested in supporting 
the independence of election^ some of my neighbours and myr 
iSplf, without regard to the candidates we meant to support, 
determined to attend the meeting, and our numbers were in- 
creased by a report that the three Candidates would be there. 
On our way to Marlborough we met Mr. Methuen, who had 
passed through that town on his road home from London, 
We expressed our surprise at meeting him, telling him that 
we expected to have found him at the dinner. He replied 
that it was a dinner of Mr. Benett's friends, and he had an 
objection to being at it, as it would have the appearance of a 
coalition of interests ; I answered, that I should not have at- 
tended a party meeting on either side; -that the call was ge- 
neral to the friends of independence, among whom we reckoned 
him and ourselves; that we were going to the meeting purely 
in that character, some of us favouring Mr. Wellesley, and 
some Mr. Benett, but all preferring him ; that the friends of 
neither Candidate could, with any propriety, call themselves 
extlusioelt/ the friends of independence, and that no one, at- 
,tending to the advertisement, could construe his presence into 
a coalition. We also added, that we expected Mr. Wellesley 
would be there, and after using something of that license which 
returns to the freeholders once in seven years (thanks to the 
homst Parliament for not making it seventy) we prevailed ou 
him to return with us. 

This is the true history of Mr. Methuen*s appearance at the 
dinner. I am, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 
Calne, Mat/ g9, 1818. NATH. ATHERTON- 



WILTSHIRE ELECTION. 
On il)e 32nd day of May, 18 18^ pur&uant io the call of 
Fidwar Craven^ Esq. a meeting of the freeholdeis, who felt an 
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iAteitst irt-sniipdTlinff the independence of the county, was Itekl 
at the Duke's Arms Inn, Marlborough. i\ner the usual to;is(s 
of the KinjBT, 8cc. had been given; (he chairman pro|>08ed, 
*' The lnd(ep€ndemc of the County /^ upon which Mr. Ather- 
ton, ofCalne, rose and said, thai as this meeting had been 
called by Fulwar Craven, Esq. a sfpntlcman known as a friend 
-to independence, he considered his name as a guarantee that 
the meeting was inlended purely for the support of the inde- 
pendence of the counfy, and not to advance any party interest ; 
and, after obserying with great eff'ct upon every proposition 
^hich he afterwards offered as resolutions for the adoption of 
the meeting, and receiving great applause for cyary sentiment 
contained in his speech, proposed the following Resolutions :-« 

First, That independence of elect ion, consists in every free- 
bolder exercising his right of voting in the choice of a repre- 
sentative in parliament, unawed by rank and power, and unin- 
fluenced by hope of reward, or. fear of injury,— ^Secowd, That 
the freeholder's suffrage is his own pro]>erty ; anxl that those 
who aim, by intimidation of any sort, to deprive him of it, or 
resent his usina: it according to his own will, commit a great 
crime against society, are enemies to the constitution^ and tp 
the independence of the county, and forfeit all claim to respect 
from their neighbours and dependants. — Third, That it is the 
right of every man to express his opinion, with frcedoni and 
candduf, of the prinjciples, the character, and conduct of ercry 
candidate for a seat in Parliament ; and, beyond that, we, ift 
our several situations, will use no inOuence to induce any voter, 
who may be Connected with, or dependent upon us, to prefer 
one candidate to another. — Fourth^ That the euormous expense 
attending contests for the representation of counties, prevents 
many men of indepei^dent minds, who arc not trading poli- 
ticians, from becoming candidates, and not unfrequently leaves 
the freeholders' no choice, or a very bad one; and that it is 
from the dread of expense alone, and not from a love of indo- 
lence, nor a want of will to serve their country, that many 
gentlemen, eminently qualified by fortune and talent to reprc> 
aent us in Parliament;^ remain in privacy. — Fifth, That we will 
"use our influence with, and endeavour to prevail on, freehol- 
ders, who are in suitable circumstances, to attend the election 
at their own expense, considering it a disgrace for such pec- 
4CNia to becarried and fed by others; and that we will, in all 
other respects, endeavour to keep down the expei^ses of thie 
contest, with a view to induce other gentlemen to come for- 
wald on future occasions, as well as to serve those who have 
declared themselves Candidates on the present. 

Notwithstanding every seoliinent that Mr. Atberton utt^re^ 
Mas greatly ^pplaudedj a friend of Mr. Benctt's rose^ ao^ 
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Mated ttftt as flie friW« of Mr. W^fcdcy bad netdatac'ift 
any resolutions to refrain from using undue infloencid, iliefm 
was no reason why they should adopt Mr. Atherton^s; bnih€ 
did not mention any instance in which undue influence had 
been exercised by the friends of Mr.Wellesley.— The resolutiooft 
vcre then put and rejected by a great majority, some gentlemen 
kolding up both hands against them.— Afterwards (in tb» 
interval Mr. Benett had made his speech) the same friend of 
Mr. Benett, being sensible of the propriety of adopting Mij» 
Atberton's propositions, rose and said that be did not uican 
thei/ should be rejected. Mr. Atherton, in reply, said, that the 
recantation of his friend was like the confession of a monk aftet 
coinmitling sin, and was proceeding to remark oi> the induf& 
xiency of Mr. Benett's declaration of his political principles, 
vhen a number of Mr. BenettV injudicious friends interrupted 
bim, and Mr. Atherton and a few friends, who were anxiouB 
the freeholders should give their Votes without any undue influfr 
ence being exercised, left the room. . VERITAS. 



To the Printers of the Salisbury and Winchestei;^ 

Jofiirnah 

GCNTI^EMEN, 

{•ABSTAIN from allusion to privafe character, which IdeeA 
■it base to impeach under the cloak of a fictitious name, i 
wish not fo qutetion either the good sense, the erudition, the 
taste, the liberality, or the honour of those wlio think they 
promote the interest of their favourite Candidate, by traducing 
irty humbler talent, my learning, the ^tyle ef my compositions'^ 
the correctness of my judgment, 6x the integrity of my heirt. 
Though my real name, yet undiscovered, should be brnndod hy 
the calumnies which it is thought prudent to attach to my fid- 
^ titious- character ; though my opponents should accumulate 
* their unprovoked censures on my undefended reputaAiou \ yet 
the pretensions of the respective Candidates are to be weighed 
without regard to me or to my pretensions, and perhaps 
without much respefCit for the superior taste, learning^ mk 
liberality of those whose good humour is not unimpaiMd in the 
zeal with which they would destroy me. 
' Of the {Hibllc character and pretensions of the rsspeetitt 
Candidates it is surely fit that we should be folly infofmeck 
The representation of the county is not a*t>aiibte for the gnUi>. 
fi(^tion of youthful ambition, it is not merely the apipeodagl^ 
'of rank and 'fortune^ to be enumerated among Ike hemitRry 
-distinctions of any family, bowefer aodeat or KspeotiMe. It 
Is a fiiDclien of high responsibility, and eoly iot tll«t itvoa to 
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be accounted Bonourable ; it should be conferred by the inde- 
pendent electors on the man best qualified by intellectual 
and moral qualities, by the independence of. his fortune, and 
his ascertained acquirements of general and local kaowled^ 
lefictually to serve his constituents and the country in the dis* 
charge of the important trust committed to him. - 

One of my correspondents in your last jouraal informs me 
that ""^ I can form no correct judgment whateoer'^ofhis favourite 
Candidate. This it is of ivhich we continually complain. 
Should we not be enabled to form such judgmentof every Cans- 
didate, if not from personal knowledge of his habits and pur- 
suits, yet from information more disinterested than the testi- 
monials of his own tenantry, and more particular ', than the 
general acclamations of professed partisans? If unhappily 
we, should delegate the duty of representing us to any who 
^ should think more of the honour of the station than of ^those 
interests both general and local of which he will become the 
guardian, though the shame resulting from such error would be 
common both to him and to us, yet the punishment will be 
wholly our own. We are indeed unable to form any judgment 
whatever of a gentleman hardly seen within the limits of. our 
county till he condescended to make it the couniy of his adop' 
tion. The freeholders will hardly leave it to chance whether 
they have an able representative to protect their particular 
interests in the great scheme of legislation, though the gentleman 
unknown to them might have exercised talent the mdsC 
splendid, and display<3 virtues the most exalted, in tho3e 
oislant counties which he hitherto selected for his residence. 

When that gentleman, as reported in a former journal, 
stated to his guests at Marlborough that ^^ the mind of our re* 
presentative^ should be free from all local partialities ^^^ and 
spoke contemptuously of local htoxfuledge^ and defined local in^ 
terest to be nothing ^^but getting the best price for what grows 
upon the soil,*^ I thought the definition neither correct not 
elegant, and the statement rather calculated to excite the merri- 
ment of his audience thaii to conciliate the confidence and 
esteem of any class of the freeholders of Wiltshire. It is not 
to be doubted, that to promote the glory and the solid strength, 
of this renowned empire, if it were necessary, the freeholders of 
Wiltshire would, as they have ever done, cheerfully submit to 
those privations which may be required from the community 
at large : but all possible regard should in all cases be paid by 
our representative to our local interests ; he siiould diligently 
study that he might adequately protect them. My corres- 
pondent tells me that his favourite Candidate treated the 
term ^^zDtth the contempt xibhich it justly merits ^ (I assure you 
i quote faithfully. from your last journal).. There mui^t haver 

B B ' 
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been mBch manlintit of setUment^ mUch ewreetk eloquence, 
much poignant tmi^ and playful humour^ which he ascribes (a 
the orator of that daj^ to* reconcile anj freeholder to that con* 
tempt. We might have expected gentler treatment front a 
Candidate, even if the prejudice with which we regard our 
local interests were unworthy of his permanent indulgence, and 
^ though his utter inability to understand them were atoned for 
by more important qualifications. 

We are continually told that the gentleman who holds our 
local interests in contempt^ is to be preferred to a candidate 
who rests upon the support of the clubs at Deptford and 
Beckbampton. Be it so* — Neither of the clubs has expressed 
any sentiment respecting either of the present Candidatesb 
Neither of them held a meeting when Mr. Richard Long 
signified his intention to withdraw from the representation. 
Mr. Benett was formerly excluded from the consultation of 
some of the members of the Beckbampton club, which is 
supposed to have secured the election of Mr. Long. He 
suggested to Mr. Methuen, six years a^o, that the proper 
way of soliciting the representation ot the county was to 
canvass the freeholders at large. He seconded the nomina«> 
lion of Mr. Methuen at Devizes, and proposed him at WiI-» 
ton, without any regard to the clubs. Three months ar o he 
commenced his canvass, and has conducted it to this nour> 
without any reference to the clubs. The respectable family 
of the Longs is supposed tO' have predominant influence at 
tbejolub at Beckbampton, and the interest of that family is 
actively exerted in the support of his opponent. I do not 
think that either of the clubs deserves to be stigmatized as 
the knot of petty tyrants; for I believe that they are as zeal- 
ous to maintain the independence of the county (which they 
once contributed to rescue from the control of a single 
family) as any the most loquacious advocate of the family 
interest of Mr. Wellesley : But Mr. Benett has never re-* 
garded them as political institutions, nor has he solicited 
their support. Above all other men he has counteracted 
their political influence, and rests his cause entirely and ex-' 
dusively upon the hope of obtaining the free and unbiassed 
suflrages of the ^reat body of the freeholders. 

I remain. Gentlemen, yonr constant reader^ 

THE OLD MOON-RAKER. 
SumdoHp May 29, 1818. 

Deab Cousin Mooneaker, 
You must be out of your wits to kick up such a dust 
about Long Benett. Why should he be knight of the shire 
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before any body else ? What if he has lived like a geotle* 
man at Pythonse these twenty years, and killed his own beef/ 
and brewed his own beer, and made it very good, and been 

fwerous enough with it to every body that came, just like 
is father and grandfather before him — he won't be the bet- 
ter Parliament-man for that. And then he has got all his 
neighbours to vote for him, and the country gentlemen are 
all up in his favonr, and ^11 the farmers say he is their best 
friend; and, as a justice, he makes no difference between 
rich and poor; and he quarrelled with his brother justices 
about a new jail, because he thought that the expense could 
be saved to the county by repairing the old jail ; and he has 
thrown away two or three thousand pounds in buildiog a new 
chapel, that his poor neighbours might not walk three miles 
to church on a wet Sunday. All this, cousin, is a mere trick, 
tbat he has been playing these twenty years, to cheat us out 
of the county at last: and then he will speak his own mind, 
whether we like it or not. And did not he make a foolish 
speech at Warminster about com^ only because he would 
s^ak his mind, though he was sure to lose hundreds of votes 
mr it if he ever stood for the county? and did he not say at 
Devizes that no true Englishman, whether he liked ministers 
or not, would shoot at the Prince Regent ; and that our old 
government, which you know to be rotten throughout, ^as^^ 
after all, worth defending, and he thoup;ht it the best in the 
world? This, cousin, is all truth; but it won't take me in 
while I can judge for myself and vote for whom I like best. 
There is Mr. Long Wellesley, as pretty a good-looking . 

fentleman as one's eye can fix upon; he was born for a 
^arliament-man. 'T would have done your heart good to 
have heard him speak for an hour at a time at Wilton fair and 
at Devizes market; and he gave me a five shilling ticket for 
the best dinner that ever was served at the Castle at Marl- 
borough : and he promises to come and live at Dray cot, and 
says " by Gad" he'll brew as good beer there as ever 'Squire; 
Benett did; and then he is the richest man in all the world, 
' and says if money will get the election he'll spend the Lord 
knows how much : and then he advertises himself so often, 
and gets all his tenants to swear that every word he says in his 
own praise is true : and then he has got the Native and twenty 
other people to write for him, and i dare say if the truth was 
known, they are all great men. And then he says that 
other people speak ill of him, which we should never have 
known, it he bad not told us so himself; and then he cfie^^ 
and sobs so genteely 'twould melt vour heart to hear him ; 
and he abuses the justices j»at as if they were so many pick- 
pocfceu~and his good *^ther is Master of the Mint, and be 
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•ays heb^s got Government on bis side— ^and notwithstandiflg 
he voted for " that cruel Corn Bill,*' Harry Hunt, who swears 
till be is black in the face that we have no friend upon earth 
but himself, is determined to come down and vote for him. 
Lord have mercy upon your poor understanding if you don't 
see the difference between Long Wellesley and LongBenett.' 

Wellesley for ever! Yours 

JOHN BARLEY-CORN. 



To the Freeholders of the County of Wilts. 

Gentlemen, 

When I lately attempted to discbarge an honest free* 
holder's duty, in calling your attention to the real cjuestion 
at issue respecting the future independence of Wiltshire free* 
holders, I was not so shallow as to expect the ^* Quorum" 
and their partisans would suffer your thoughts to dwell on 
the question T endeavoured to bring out from its hiding-place 
and expose fairly before you. 

I should have been gratified if some gentleman of known 
honour and integrity had stepped forward to deny my posi« 
tions; or, it would Jiave amused me a little, while smoking 
my pipe, had some shrewd clever wight attempted to contro- 
vert them. With either of these my statement has not at 
present been honoured ; but while his betters arechewingthe 
bit and feeling the curb, forth steps a little dapper-looxing 
fellow, with a feather behind his ear, something of a lawyer's 
clerk, or so, a ^* scribbler" of parchments^ forsooth, and charges 
an honest clothier with a design to '' calumniate his neigh- 
bours," and of ^' spitting venom at the magistracy !" and so 
goes on with a long palaver, as tedious and as little tp the 
purpose as a replication in a Chancery suit. 

Such contemptible trumpery would not be worth a mo- 
ment's attention, but on account of a little lapsU pennoi {mj 
son reads Latin sometimes, so I catch now and then a word 
occasionally) which lets the cat out of the bag, as we clothiers 
day. But before I notice this slip of young Dapper, it may 
be as well to assure you, on the word of a clothier, that I never, 
aspired to magisterial honours in all my born days ! I am an 
honest -clc^thier, gentlemen, and will be nothing more or less 
so long as I live. I have nothing at all to do with public- 
houses, except for refreshment on a journey. But all this is 
neither here nor there; a mere tub thrown out to the whale^ 
a false light set afloat by the '^ Scribbler," to send you scud* 
ding away from the question at issue. 

These sort of ^' scribblers" see a great deal sometimes^ and 
know a little about what is goitig forward, by means of papers^ 
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EarchmentSy and so forth (as they say) that pass through their' 
ands ; and they do not always keep their employers' secrets. 
So this young Marplot has let it all out; blab^ just as I told 
you beforehand. You will remember, brother freeholders, 
that the true question at issue, as I stated it, has no regard 
whatever to the merits of either candidate, in any other riew 
than as the success of either may affect the future indepen- 
dence of Wiltshire elections, i openly, and in a straight- 
forward way, charged ** a select company of gentlemen, 
armed with the powers of magistracy," with a design to re- 
duce Wiltshire to the condition of a Cornish borough, them- 
selves occupying the place of aself'-elected corporation : and 
thus our future independence and the birthright of our free- 
born children are suspended on the event of the present con- 
test, which is not — ^maric an honest clothier, gentlemen — the 
present contest is not whether Mr. Wellesley or Mr. Benett 
shall go to Parliament for Wiltshire, but whether the " Quo- 
rum" shall henceforth and for ever nominate and return any 
convenient supple-jack at their pleasure, or the body of inde- 
pendent freeholders seek and send to Parliament a represen- 
tative of their own choosing. In this state of things I called 
upon you to resist the pretensions of the " Quorum" now, b^ 
supporting Mr. Long Wellesley, whose opposition to their 
supremacy is the grand virtue which your present situation 
calls for. 

Now, to this plain charge, and urgent call grounded thereon, 
what does the ** Scribbler'' say, possessing, as he does, the 
knowledge of things behind the curtain? Say, gentlemen; 
why, after vapouring about " calumny" and " venom," and 
such nonsense, he admits the charge! and pleads, like a dull 
school-boy, in defence of the thing charged i Hear him ! 
" Who so likely to be interested in upholding the honour and 
independence of the county as a select company of gentle- 
men ?" says he ! and, if this were not enough, he adds, 
•* who so capable of directing our choice in this important 
affair ?" So, then, they dp assume to direct ottr choice ! This 
is just like the orator who once addressed the gulled freemen 
of a western corporation, who, catching a spark of British . 
feeling at the approach of an election day, began to feel a 
wish to vote as their forefathers had done, independently. 
*' Gemmen," says he, " you all know, as how, his honour the 
mayor, and the justices, and the town-clerk, and all that, are 
the most respectable body of gentlemen among ye, and fulli/ 
competent to appreciate the merit of any candidate that may 
come in their way. So, gemmen^ for my part, I advise you 
to mind every one his own business, and don't be after dis- 
turbing the good, old comfortable way that this corporation 
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hiU gone on in for a most these hundred years, and never was 
disturbed but once!'' 

It were easy to reply to and refute the " Scribbler's" jargon 
about bein^ ^^ bom'' to a monopoly of independence! but I 
cannot willingly contribute to divert yonr'attention from the 
one circumstance that should determine every independent 
vote at the ensuing election. Secure yoor independence 
NOW or never. My brother freeholders may be gulled, if 
they choose it; and the^ will be gulled if they do not take 
care ; but I am determined that it shall not be my faulty if 
my son has not a vote as free and as efficient as his father. 

Trowbridge-, Mat/ 26, 1818. A CLOTHIER. 



To the Editor of the Salishurtf and Wincheeter 
Journal. 
I SHOULD not trouble you to notice your erratum "to hi* 
instead of he Ae" in my letter of May 17, but an anonymous 
writer, deficient in every liberal construction, perverts it to 
his purpose* The sentence was thus written — **The obnoxi- 
ous person, be he a prince, noble, magistrate, parson, law- 
yer, doctor, or tradesman, finds his cast is to suffer for an 
alleged offence, which, if it were true, would entitle that 
cast, from every liberal mind, to the greatest commiseration 
for having so unworthy a member." C. L. ' 



To the Printer a qfthe Saliebury and Wmcheeter 
Journal. 
Gbntxemek; 

Living. in an obscure hamlet on the ver^e of the county^ 
I have not had the good fortune to be found out during 
the late canvass either by Mr. Benett or Mr. Long Welles- 
ley, or what is matter of more surprise to me,aft€r 1 had heard 
so much of them, '' the indefatigable and notorious Quorum.'*' 
Being also prevented by indisposition from getting much 
into public, I have had no other means of bearing and 
judging of the pretensions^ and politics of our rival Candi- 
dates, than by the letters and advertisements in your paper. 
These therefore, I have perused with peculiar attentidn ; but 
I must confess, that though I have 'been greatly amused, I 
have gained from them but little information on those point€l 
that appear to me those alone which we should attend to on 
the present occasion. 

1 can indeed sufficiently discover, by the oft repeated te&^ 
timonials of the mfst interested, that one of our Candidates . 
is a most excellent landlord, and I will no4r dispute (thoyghr' 
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o» this point there is no testimonial from the person most iQ«- 
terested) that he may be also a niost excellent nusband* Nor 
can 1 discover that any objection worth our notice has been 
established against our other Candidate on one of these points^ 
But, gentlemen, I cannot see how these matters at all con* 
cern us. If, indeed, we could expect that our representa*- 
tives were to furnish each of us with an estate, or to marry 
on^ daughters, then these points might be worth our atten* 
tion ; but as to the first point we can have no chance from 
one of them at least, for we see all his estates are occupied 
by tenants so completely satisfied, that it may be looked 
on as a moral certainty^ that nothing but death will ever 
divide them from a landlord so beloved ; and as to the second 
point, we all know our Candidates are both married men 
already. 

I observe also in the advertisements in your paper, profes^ 
sions of complete, independence from both our Candidates. 
But when I look to what electioneering advertisements have 
always been, and recollect that the same professions have in- 
variably been made by those who have afterwards proved 
themselves the veriest party men of the house, voting through 
thick and thin always on the same side, I must say (without 
meaning any disparagement to the intentions of our pretext 
Candidates) that such professions do not afford me any satis- 
factory criterion by which to judge of what is likely to bef 
their- future conduct; nor indeed from a careful perusal of alt 
the other letter and addresses in your paper, can I form to 
myself any probability respecting it. 

We are called on to send up to parliament persons who 
shall represent and speak the voice of the county; yet we 
remain no ways informed, and it seems we scarcely trouble 
ourselves to inquire, how in this respect they are likely to 
vote and acquit themselves in our behalf. We have already 
one member, in whose favour, as far as I can learn, the ge- 
neral voice will be raised — 1 will not say the unanimous voice, 
for in so large a county that can never be expected^ — but I am 
much mistaken if the event will not shew that the great ma- 
jority of votes in his favour will be such, that no one will 
be able to contradict the assertion, that he fairly represents 
the county. Have we then reason to expect, from what we 
know of our present Candidates, that either of them, if elect- 
ed, will in like manner carry up and represent the voice of 
the county i I confess, gentlemen, I have my fears on this 
head; but at the same Ume acknowledge, I am without due 
information to make up my mind on the subject. 

If any attempt shall hereafter be made to vote out of the 
national, purse, annuities to persons who have notoriously 
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]o8tthe^od opinion of the public, or to confer pensions 
and sinecures on those who nave nO claim but ministerial 
favour, have we reason to expect that either of our Candid- 
dates will (as our present worthy member did on a late occa«*> 
/ sion, so manfully and so much to his honour) raise their voice 
against such a prostitution of the public money f 

If we can suppose, that when the allied troops may be with- 
drawn from France, that the nation should, by an unanimous 
movement^ again express their dislike to the person at ihe 
head of their government, and our ministers should think 
fit, *y counteracting such movement, again to pommit the 
almost exhausted resources of this country, have we no rea* 
son to fear that one or both of our present Candidates would 
support them in such a project, and thus be the inevitable 
means of bringing about a re-enactment of that grinding 
and^nquisitoriai impost the income tax, and all the disas- 
trous measure that would be the necessary consequences of 
a renewed war? 

If, when the voice of the public is honestly and loudly 
raised in favour of economy and the abolition of useless aad 
bloated sinecures and pensions, have we no reason to fear 
that either of our Candidates would suffer the holders of those 
very sinecures to delude him into a belief of pretended plots 
in order to silence the public voice and save themselves; and 
that he would allow himself, and, with himself, the county 
of Wilts, to be tied up in a green bag and laid on the table ? 

If, gentlemeq, either judging from the past, or in the ab- 
sence of precise information as to the future, we have reason 
to suppose that either of our Candidates would thus sufier 
himself to be bound hand and foot and laid on the table, I 
trust we shall have spirit enough to be beforehand with the 
ministers, and ourselves lay him on the shelf. 

* I remain, your's, &c. 

near Smndon, May 25, iai8. RUSTICUS. 



To the Freeholders of the County of WUts. 
Gentlemen, 

What is our good friend " the Moon-Raker about f" He 
might have been more advantageously occupied with any of 
his '' moon-raking propensities,'' than in the composition of 
his last letter. He has abandoned himself! He has fallen 
into the pit which his eaemies had dug for him ! — If he gets 
out at any rate, he must be in a dirty condition. 

He has dated all his letters at Swindon, the place of Mr. 
Goddard's residence; he has amused us with a long story of 
the '' glorious struggle of 1772;" — of the active part he 
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liote in it,-^Tof hift driolusig wd hu^sain^ with oH Mr. Godt 
d^d, — of " great age/' — of the *' honour and principles of 
bis femily,"— of bis own " great spirit of independence ;" 
and now, ffentleinen, he has the effrontery to turn short round 
on us, and cool v tell us^ that it is no sort of difference Co Uf 
whether the whole of this tale is true or false, whether b^ 
Jives at Swindon or at Salisbury, whether he is old or youngs 
whether he bore any part in the election of 1772, or whether 
be ever in his life saw Mr. Goddard ; vvhether it is possible 
for him to have seen the transactions in which he boasts that 
be bore a part, or whetlier he was even born at that period; 

5*n short, whether he is an impostor, or whether be nis not^ 
'. conclude also that, by parity of reasoning, he will not alloMT 
you to inquire whether he is an independent writer^ or bire4 ^ 
only for electioneering puposes. 

That his '* birth, parentage, and ^education, can signify 
nothing" to us, is true; except inasmuch as we may d^ducf 
from them, whether he has told us facts or falsehoods. 

He either did or did fioi take a part in the events hf tia|| 
described ; if he did, why does he not support bis original 9»r 
sertionf — If Tie did not, where was his " great spirit of inde- 
pendence" when he practised a gross imposition, in prder to 
give weight to his garbled statemenU? 

But he says, " my opponents, would ilo better to refute 
my arguments, than to descant upon the supposed period <)tf 
my birth, or the place of my residence/' — His argument^! 
Where are they to be found i I have seen none of them ; 
but, in their place, I find abundance of insinuation, and irre- 
levant propositions, exemplified by supposititious facts, which 
he has misrepresented and disfigured to answer bis shabby 
purpose. 

The principles of freedom asserted in 1772 can never bie 
strengthened by such support* The independent freeholders 
iA<n roused themselves to resist a combination of men in^^* 
thority, who wished to usprp the righu of the Sectors, and 
•to appoint a representativ-e for the count^^-*-I/et it b^ our 
Wsineas to. inquire from what quarter a similar danger is now- 
likely to assail us, and let our efforts be directed accordingly. 

Again,. he says, « the truth which I prooiulgate, and the 

.seasons which 1 advance, would be of equal weight," &c. &c. 

«--Good 1 but bow are w« to distinguish what he intend9 far 

truth,^nd what for fiction J-^-when be means to be in ^abft 

.re^son^ or when with his ** cousin'' in the moon? 

farther, be says^ ^* I hate the midnight assassin and the 
^monymous libeller : ^n the moral scale they hold the saaie 
jstatioQ, and ase equally detestable/' — What does ^ pom- 

tous diatribfe mw^i To whom 409 it apply i, Q|n At be 
etter applied tbaniO'piie isrbo is ji^ mv anonymous, but 

CiC ^ 
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Who disclaiin» the necessity of bearine the slightest reseiix- 
blance to the character described by his assumed signature ? 
Or does he imagine, because he has had the art to cover the 
malice of his attacks ilnder a specious shew of moderation, 
and has depreciated the candidate that he opposes by sly iu- 
sinuations— ^does he, I say, imagine that he is therefore less 
libellous, less slanderous than he would be if his charges were 
openly and unequivocally asserted I 

All that has ^ been said relative to Mr, Long Wellesley's 
wish " of restormg to the house of Draycot the honour of 
representing the county,'' is too absurd to require notice: I 
should think that an instance had never yet occurred in 
election annals, of a body of freeholders being offended, be- 
cause the candidate for their favour had observed, that his 
family would feel themselves honoured by their preference. 

The story about Mr. Salmon has been ten times explained, 
and the charges arising out of it refuted ;— it commenced 
nobody knows where, and will terminate nobody knows when, 
lut it is worn completely Areadbare. — ^The proceedings at 
the Marlborough dinner, though strangely misrepresented, 
furnish no ground of discredit to Mr. Lon^ Wellesley's cause. 

It is fortunate for us that " the question for our decision 
is simple and unchangeable.^'— It is sfmply whether we will 
submit to be led by tne nose, l)y the same usurped authority 
which kept us in subjection for forty years, or whether we 
will exercise a will of our own-^whethcr we choose ta " die 
slaves, or live all free-men." 

What a pity it is that all the fine writing of " The Old 
Moon-Raker" should have been so wasted ; all his luminosity 
BO evaporated in smoke, that a farthing rush-light would dif- 
rect us better on our way I — His next attempt to lead us must 
be made in some other character — it will be of no use to ad- 
dress us in his old style — " Forty-six years ago I was in the 
vigour of life, and bore an active part in the glorious strug* 
jglV' &c. &c. It would be just as much to the purpose, if 
he were to begin like Ephraim Jenkinson in the Vidardf 
Wbkefield, •* The world is in its dotage ; and yet the cos- 
mogony, or creation of the world, has puzzled philosophers 
in all ages," &c. 

This won't do ; we must have a fresh tale to move us^: 
and if this cunning partisan could manage us as well as he 
did the appointment of agents for Devizes, I would give him 
credit, though the policy was rather Jesuitical — but we will 
talk of this another day. For the present, I advise him to 
lay aside all his old stories, and bury them decently with tbe 
fall suit df habiliments, in which he has been burlesquing the 
chftradtet of- '^ Tb^ Old Moon-Rnker of Swindon;" 
I remain. Gentlemen, your 

BROTHER FREEHOLDER. 
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A MATCH FOR THE SQUIft. 

To the Old Mam-Raker. 

Sir, 

PiiBSVMiNG that my first letter is unanswerable since it 
merely states facts, and asks no question, I proceed to inresti- 
gate the substance of your last letter, which is realljr nothing 
more nor less than a wretchedly manufactured' Electioneering 
'Squib. It is true it possesses some of those essential qualities 
which are requisite to a squtb^ it has thes/bfiD^re, the quick fire^ 
and THB bounce! but they are foo;e/y connected I they are 
not well rammed in ! a little shaking will . ruin the whole com* 
position, and your invaluable production will explode at the 
application of the first spark, and blow up *< the Gentlemai^ 
constituting the bounce in the tail. 

But ere I present to the Printers my match (for so I chuse (o 
call this my letter) which their press is to bring to light, I will 
iake to pieces your Unorganised serpent^ and carefully examine 
its contents. I wilt ralce out the dross from your case, and 
e^posejt lo the public eye ! 1 give you notice tbat 1 will then 
. apply my match to the mass, and thus prevent the unwary 
from falhng into danger. 

And first, as- to the ^foao^re. — More than one half of your 
fiquib is composed of a tedious account of yourself ; commenc- 
ing, like the generality of last dying sp^eches^ with " the birth^ > 
the parentage, and the edacation.'' W ithout yanity I hope I 
may say that f am one of ** your own judicious men, to whom 
either of these pretensions can signify nothing.^* I would 
rather ** refute your arguments,'* than ** descant on your de» 
formities*' or beauties. As therefore the shwfire is composed 
of too much egotism^ I conclude it to be radically bad, and 
inefiectual. 

The quick fire is all that relates to Mr. Long Wellesley. 
Even the slightest allusion to him, be ii never so abusvoci brings 
to mtf mind the illuminating brilliancy of his talents, and all 
those bis commanding qualifications, which have been nurtured 
and improved in the noblest families in this kingdom ; in that 
school of discipline and glory, the army of his illustrious uncle^ 
the immortal Duke of Wellington, and in the Commons House 
of Parliament of these realms. Tell us not of *^ local interests !** 
We have here in one man the gentleman ! the soldier! and the 
senator ! The gentleman, by birth, by parentage, and educa« 
tion ; every qualification necessary to form that character exists 
in every act and deed of Mr. Long Wellesley, I wish to put 
his ** merits*' in competition with those of ^^ that gentleman 
whose merits'* (as you observe) ** are now too clearly asoer? 
tained." I said Mr. Long Wellesley is a Sdldier ! I say fur- 
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ihtf, altliougb' Mt spirit it too great to allow him to he cmtefjtt 
with mere ^' local" knowledge, with mere mechanical informa« 
tion ; yet that same spirit has accompanied him in the hour of 
daoger! He has galUntly fought the battles of his country I 
and with' whom has he fought them? Wby$ with a noble 
relatiye, whose transceodant fame will doubtless be admired 
and venerated by your own desceadaots^ Mr. Moon-Raker, 
forty vears hence ! ! Aye, even afler forty years hence ! The 
Very Quorum, and the great Fish ! and the Old Moon-Rflker ! 
and Timothy Tnieman, will then bear the same weight in the 
Bcale of memory as the old Poll Book now bears> and be of th« 
same utility, but of less ^' notoriety V* The persons who 
jfought those battles with that great man will be admired then 
more than you admire them now for their manly conduct, aad 
all those eminent qualities whicli distinguish the accomplished 
^ntleman and^he finished soldier from the man of mere local 
mformation^ and local habits, and local interesU. 
. 1 said Mr. Long Wellesley is a Senator ! and so he is ! and 
cm independ^ one too; there is no cause for his being oihcT' 
wise: he hunts for no place, no pension, no sinecure tp repair 
liis shattered foKune, nor does he act under the control of any 
person or set of persons whomsoever. 

. As to ^ the representatimi of the county being^ tlie heir-loom 
'pf Mr. Wellesley's family," the assertion began and re^ts uritfa 
jounelf I and there I leave it. 

As to the << interest for lif^' which Mr. Long Welledey has t 
whatever his interest may be, his property (t0 use your i>wa 
words) ^< is certainly as . adequate to the station which ha 
aspires to, as any member of the county could boast of in the 
recollection t>f the oldest among us/' 

As to ^^ government influence ;'' tbe thit^ is denied to be 
irue, and known to be false. 

As to ^^ the censure of professional gentlemen ;" if the minds 
i>f only ioTo professional men assimilated so nearly as the initiats 
of their names follow in the order of the alpbkitbet, probably 
Ihexounty would not have heard of those names in the whole 
course of this election tragedy I but certainly not in the frH 
scene of the first act, 

. As to ^' the application of abusive epithets to magistrates;^ 
the repetition of this charge shews the weakness of your powers 
of invention ; it has been answered again and again— «it has 
been, met and resisted by Mr. Long Welleslety like many other 
charges of the enemy. After the manner in which he has dis- 
comfited the enemy in this case, it would be cruelty itself to 
interfere. 

. As to '^ the dissemination of private attacks against Mn 
Benett \'\ no gentleman can say that Mi. Long Wdlesley eter 
countenanced their circulation in the slightest degree. 
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' Astb^thtftcBfiiits'^advcrtigttncnts;" (fieyirereaffYoTuntar/ 
«8 unexpected, and repeated only sa oReh as the tepants them-* 
aelires f eqaested it.— mt 

Atto^' the dinner at Marlborough f* I leate yarn io digOfiC 
file one; yon probably irere there on 'Friday the 22i instant. 
Any remarks npon f/iof independent dinner must be too ridicu^ 
loos to ivaste time about, if the reports that bare been circu* 
lated relative to it are correct. 

I leaye you to coot upon this qukkjire, witli which I think 
)ron, in common with some of your friends, either have, or 
might hate, a little burnt your fingers ! 

And now, as io the bounce in the tail, I perceive you have 
placed in that unemiable situation *^ a gentleman/* who, I 
hope, is at least a good tempered roan, for his own sake, for he 
must expect a little rubbing up novD^ and a great deal more at 
the PblL Next to his " local" qualifications, *' his htmesty^ at 
the risk of popularity," is brought to our view. 

No one doubted it !-— but it opens the door to a question^ 
Mr. Moon^tlaker, and I call upon you, as a man advanced a 
doubt, and not because / doubt, " Has your friend, Mr. John 
benett; acted according to his Judgment at the risk of unpopu" 
lariiyf^ If he has, he has done more than another gentleman 
who exhibits himself a candidate for the representation of a 
certain county in Parliament. 

You define the honesty which belongs io your favourite 
Candidate as that ^thich has enabled him to run counter to the 
general opinion and good judgment of all the rest of mankind ! 
and I admit this extraordinary talent to be, indeed, a most sin^ 
gular qualification for a knight of the riitre. 

The allusion to those whom you call ^< adverse to the 
Church,*' is the last and most cambuHiMe article ofyout com^ 
position. You have inserted it by mistake in the bouncing part 
of the squib. It had no business there I and serves to confirm 
ine in my first opinien of the imperfection of your perforuiance 
in eYery particular. 

I have examined yonr atrf as I promised. I fear it wUI 
scarcely go off in a tt^Ais / It may perchance bounce ! but it 
will most assuredly end in confusion and smoke! The compo- 
litors are at work, and the printers and printer's devils have 
applied their press to my match, abd my match ioyom* mass."^ 
I rest, in safety from its effects ; Your's most obediently, 
' MaySOth. VERITAS, J«mer. 

« » ■■ m i ■ J wii I I I o 

To ike Old MoinhHaker. 

t It is no recommendaiion to jixar cause to aay dfoee^ion 
may be necessary to its support ; and it i«> a very serious 
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ohjeetion to it that yoo dare tci uphold and toil to defend sich 
dece^tioDB. 

, It is DO doubt within your recollection that yon attempted 
to be very jocose and very sarcastic on. the circumstances at* 
tending one election dinner, and it is now necessarily to be 
expected that your history of a more recent one will be 
equally entertaining. For really the public are Quite disap- 
pointed, and their expectations altogether baulked, at the 
very " meagre" detail the first printed account of that' memo* 
Table '' entertainment'' has afforded. Not one. word as to the 
ffumber -of ^ests, or whether the single room that contained 
them was large or small, whether the company were mil 
Jreeholders or agents, or friends in the interest of your "great 
Apollo/' or whether many were not careless of, not a few he- 
sitating, and some absolutely inimical, to the peculiar merits 
of that gentl.eman. In brief, a more imperfect and. less in- 
tecesting record of an event from which so much was ex- 
pected, and so little fulfilled, it has been rarely our misfortone 
to peruse. It was indeed a voice, but nothing else. Not- 
. witnstanding, however, these endeavours to blind us from 
the truth, it must not be entirely omitted in the '^ Chronicles'' 
of Wiltshire, that a gentleman confessed^ a contemner of 
our Parliament and who considers it a degradation to repre-. 
sent a free county, was selected to preside at a public enter- 
tainment, which originated in the desire of one candidate to ex- 
tinguish the generositj/ of another, though advertised under a 
specious disguise of ill-concealed subterfuge. Supporting th\% 
gentleman was seen,' on the one hand, a candidate who solicits 
our support on every ground of judgment and isidependence^ 
(but whose conduct on ,this occasion entitles him to neither,) 
and on the left hand seat one of our present members conde- 
scended to identify himself with the intentions, and the 
' principles, and the success of the projector of the meeting^ 
Common report and general beUef have said more — they have 
spread rapidly and boldly the cry of coalition ! they hav^ 
given authorities and ^iir£f/7ro5e^to — hundreds have heard 
and believed,«-and Mr. Methuen has come forwaVd to refute 
the charges. — How satisfactorily, how auccessfully 1 leave 
others to believe ; for myself it is enough to know that he 
acknowledges the folly of his conduct, and the justice of our 
suspicions. , ' 

Now these. Sir, are circumstances, and occurrences, quite 
^^new" to our county, and sufficiently extraordinary and Un- 
expected to challenge our attention. — ^And when we add to 
these, the unusual Interference that obstrueted a gentleman 
who was desirous of raising the character of the meeting by 
resolutions calculated to uphold the real independence of the 
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«oiitity.— That ineetuig forms a pictnrie of so ori^inat a de* 
sign, tind of io characteristic ah execution, that it will be 
<lifficult to persuade us it exhibits any thiu^ that demjands 
our approbation, or that it adds one beauty to the coliecttonn 
irith which we are tempted by the object of your admiration. 
Vou conclude your last letter with* often refuted charges 
against Mr. Wellesley. And although you have failed and 
will fail to convince us that it is no recommendation to one 
of our Candidates that he is nearly allied to a ^ particular 
family/' and that he has " ample possessions/' and honour 
and independence, and ability, and withal a desire to use 
tiiese gifts for the beneCt of our county, merely because one 
of his advertisements was not penned to your critical liking; 
and although you pertinaciously repeat charges about pro- 
fessional gentlemen, and magistrates, and landlords, and te- 
nants, which you cannot prove, I suppose you will still 
continue to mould land remould your antique materials. At 
parting, however, receive in good-wise tnis one piece of 
friendly advice: — Talk as much as you please about heir 
looms, and territorial possessions, and Dray cot House and 
its possessor's independent and happy tenantry, /or then yon 
will exaU those claims you wish to annihilate. But '' breathe 
not a syllable '' of that entertainment where the possessor, of 
Pythouse " supported** the chair, and whpre a party " of 
freeholders and others" have lately been carousing^** or you 
will infallibly quite puff to pieces the little chance of success 
which yet remains to that cause you hoped to have substan* 
tiated. I am, Sir, your very obedient servant, 

Neither herb nor there. 1818. 



To the Editor of the Salishnry Gazette. 

P. S. Pray inform " Titus Trueman^^ that he is mistaken 
in supposing that I was at Mr. Wellesley's dinner. I hope 
my friend Titus will ri^e earlv and trot over the plain on tlie 
morning of the nomination,- that I may have the pleasure of 
shaking him by the hand^ at Devizes, where we can discuss 
our principles and those oT our favourite Candidates. He 
knows that it is not indolence, nor a want of inclination^ that 
prevents my meeting him on the ground he has chosen. — His 
great objection to Mr. Methuen appears to be that be has 
voted on both sides — he wants' j9ar(y men, and of the govern^ 
ment party. He will, I have no doubt, pay some regard to 
a venerable Bishop* b opinion of such men, and therefore £ 
will give him an exuact from the life of the late Bishop of 
Llapdaff: — 

Page 106. ^V The best par/ii«m' are men of great talents 



witbovt priodple, or men tif no talents witB prinotple of ixn-, 
plicit attachment to particttlajr men ."— " To forget all bene-. 
£|s» and to conceal the remembrance of all injuries^ are^ 
maximB by which political men lose their honour but make, 
tbeir fortunes/' — Neither Castlereagh nor Canning is named, 

P%ge 4 J L*^'^Par/ti£iif^ in Parliament, bigots in religion^ 
tortus in -government — these are the men who thrive in all 
Korrupted 8tateS|,and bj thriving accelerate the ruiti of free 
constitutions." 

The freeholders of Wiltshire want honest men, who wiU 
look only to the people's interest ; not party men who never 
lose sight of their own. And it is highly to Mr. Metbuen'i^ 
honour that he has been found, on both sides. 

Calne, Uuy 31, 1818. N ATH. ATHERTON^ 



To Titus Trtteman. 
Sir, 

Bating derived amnseroent fromi many of yonr publica« 
tioBS^ and bdng anxious that jour reputation sboakl not bi^ 
diminished) I am induced to be very inguisitive, and to ask 
many questions which I hope your deep erudition will ^nabl^ 
you aatisfactorily to answer. The first that naturally occurs 
is^—- Why have you not fulfilled your promise of proving Mr. 
FUhear^s assertions to be true velative to our aspiring Candi* 
date 1 Surely he has not so bad an opinion of the freeholdei^ 
of Wilts as to call them sharks, — to have told Mr. F. that tbey 
vrere not to be trusted even to value a few loads of hay, &c.— 
(hat, if re/erred to, they would not act honourably to an in- 
coming tenant from a distant county ? — But, Mr. Titus, what 
is this In hear relative to another discarded tenant of this 
esteemed kindlord ? — (They say, too, the fathers had been bosom 
friends,)— Did he let land to a Mr. Powell, at Norton ? Pid 
he, when he let the farm to this very respectable tenant, give 
him to understand, that it consisted of thirty acres more than 
was really the case? Did it turn out* that these Ihirfy acrcb 
had been previously let? Did not these sworn frierrds part l«9- 
mically respecting other agricultural matters, and terminatfe 
their alliance by a law-snit favourable to the tenant? Wa|5 
not another tenant, of respectable connections in Nortli Wilts, 
turned out of the same estate at a very short notice, wilfaoait 
any apparent jurat cause? Tlirre arc also some strange t6* 
ports respecting tythe payments, one of which applies to tlub 
nbovc-mentioned parish. Thry say Mr, Benett*8 father, or hfe 
himself, procured the living fur the present iiicuhibent. Brft 
for that reason has he witMteM the tyihe^ for wx.or -sereh 
years? Has he forbidden bis tenant to pay tithes when4be 
dmne can 'prote (bem 1o bare hctn paid for more than jH oen- 



tliry I Until bis condact has been, by you^ cleared as a k|Kl« 
lord^ DO Wiltshire yeoman can^^ with cfediif g^ye Mr. ftenett a 
Tote ; and, until bis religious prineipks are bttttr knowtt^ awl 
bis usage of that clergyman in particular ably viniicsLtedf H 
will be a disgrace to any one of that body to enrol .bis name oa 
Mr. B.V poll-book. I may very shortly be more, 

INQUISITIVE. 

To Mr. Titus Trueman. 
Sib, . ' 

1 LOOK for you as regularly on Thursday morning^ as I do 
/or my breakfast, and never enjoy it with so much relish as 
when I hare you I^efore me; and dinner wotlld be much more 

Eleasant in prospect, were Icertain of seeing you at table. / I 
aveJeft my name at the prinling-ofBoe, and, if yon shouhl 
take our town in your travels, you shall find an open door, attd 
a numerous circle to give you a hearty welcome, to the best 
my house or the town can afford. But, as I should be sorxy 
if any difference of (minion should arise between us, you will 
oblige me and your friends here very much, by answering tl^ 
following question. Do y&u meany bjf the posts^pt in yowr 
Jetter to the freeholders last meekj to incukate an, idea, thai the 
religious tenets of a candidate for the representation of the 
county, is a subject with which the freeholders have no right to 
become acquaintedfOr to interfere? — Your noticing this query 
10 your next, would oblige your friends, and especially 
Your obedient servant, 

Devizes, May 29, 1818. A CONSTANT READER. 



MR. BENETT'S DINNER AT MARLBOROUGH. 

To the Freeholders of the County of Wilts. 

Gentlemen, 
In my last address, I took the freedom to direct your at* 
tention to an account of a dinner which the editors of the 
Salisbury Journal had iiisjcrted in their paper, aixd which they 

.gave, as they had no doubt received it, from some one or 
other of '' the (too) zealous friends of independence." In 
the true Devizes style, I certainly should not have '* intrud- 
ed" or " obtruded myself again upon your notice upon this 
subj.ect, as far as the mere circumstances of the meetmg was 

, concerned; the consideration of Mr. Benett's speech I pledg- 
ed myself to, but something else has since transpired which 
again renders the account of that dinner part^ a matter of no 
small interest to you^ especially as the period is fast approach* 



ibg when fim will'banre facxdroiie tbe'mostiihpdrfmit 6f aU 
the yiehts you posscM >a8 the 'factors of this great courity^ 
looght to pr^miseythat I believe the ^^ AirforJaii'' did nolr 
actually tee ^' what be records/' for be did not arrive at the 
acene of action until the company had becfMne motionless; 
and were only capably of ^eeounting in the visions of 4he 
)norn\i^, the painful remembrance of ^' ecstatic" delights^ 
departed never to return ! To think that a host of agents, 
our sapient member, our jptra/.caodidate, ai^d evedvthe chair- 
ifian, worthy Fnlwar's self, -should have been so unmindful of 
their absent friend as to remove before his arrival, was too 
bad! much too bad! To be: deprived of a bit and a idrop/ to 
£od nothing but snoriii^ inmates, and that .too after a jo«r^ 
ney of tweoty^seven miles, and durtnjg the season when the 
tf ewy eodblilations of the morning enhehed his auburn locks 
Mfith their tranflvcent drops, must have been. '' ecstatic joy f*' 
IHiSfdesigDs frustrated, his hopos disappointed — he notwitb<t> 
JtandkiG; 'possessed fortitade sufficient to engage in the do^ 
tiesof£is iaaqt; ^^ he cuU'd what sweets old Marlbro'^im 
jeould yield ;'' and returned fraught with the rich intellf* 
^Qpe, determined to stjrike dismay into the real friends of * 
m^pendeiice, b^ a display of what bad been performed by 
^ the sca/(Mrf' friends of independence," when met to cele« 
bfate the revival of Its name/ and the termioattbn of its 
tabience. 

\. The excellence of 'bistoi^yis Its truth, and it must svrely 
appeal" surprising to you, that the man who could so biglify 
appreciate its value, when eulogising the labours of '^ the 
.tnost celebffited. bistprian 0f the age/' should have dispQve^ 
ed so little veneration for it, when, emulous to rival bis pa- 
tron, he took up the pen of the historian to record the ausni« 
' cious events of the l)glce''s iArnrs djnoer ! Had he reeorded 
those events*— had he |[iven you in detail, or even in outlinej, 
a faithful narrtitibn— -himself ahd his performance might have 
rested together until the next meeting of the independents 
'had called into honourable action those latent energies, whicfc 
' to this hout" havti failed, to excite out wonder, or conciliate 
our esteem. You will recollect, gentlemen, that this Apollo 
6f the.Sali^bufy.preSs^ under the name of The Old Moon* 
' Maker, felt himself called upon to remark on the report of a 
dinner «t the Castle Inn among the friends of Mr. Welles^ 
ley. It was ushered to your notice by a few of those sneers 
to which his countenance by long training has become ac- 
customed, and in the exuberance of his condescension, he 
was pleased to give an opinion, which his quondam friends 
were emulous to record : he pronounced it meagre, without 
probably considering that Ac too might becalled on to give 
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mo accotttii, and thus fttrnish an opportunity to the public f>( 
Jpidging of the excellence of hii own. meagre as this re« 
port was, it was true; the '* records" are both before the pub- 
ucy atid they will be able to decide between the historian of 
his^ Grace of Somerset's Arms, and the humble narration of 
>he Castle, Inn. It is impossible not to regret that the lAa* 
tval good offices which have so long subsisted, bet ween *' ih^ 
mM celebrated historian of the nge*" and hit montUy ettliH 
^isty should not have been productive of more bf^pfiy ^0ectt^ 
on the score of improveixient; than the nieagrie specimen, of 
narration which I have now before me; b^itio tb^etxireme of 
liift modesty (attest bis modesty^ ye dewy rctii^nients of St; 
Martin's^ ye secret recesses of St. Thomas's !) he conceived iC 
to be an act of too dreadful daring, to attempt at rivaUing his 
Mtron ia the sublimity of his style, although he comei. op to 
pim in xhe genuineness and authentidtj/ of his narrative t ^ 
. Geoiletneo, I should not have thought it worth my while Us 
have-oommented at all upon such a trumpery portioa of what 
certainly is not ^^ new in the chronicles of Willshiie," but for 
the falsehood of its avermenfs, and the baseness of its intontioiu 
IWhat is asserted in bis aooount pf this dinner of ^^ thn zeakM 
friends of independence," is done with the erident intention of 
deceiving you into a belief, that ainost numerous- and 'higUy 
t)espe4;table assembly of freeholders at a public dinner, gavd 
^eir sanction to the prioctplesof indepeaMtenoeaiithey.are|mH 
i^flied by Mr. Benett; and that in conseqileace of a- mutoal 
good understanding on this head« the. day| or tte ervenin^ 
rather; was spent in the utmost harihony* Thisj gentlerattH, i| 
the. sum and substance of what this ^' historian'^ relaita^iaid 
than which, nothing can be more fiiko-^itiik a Re throoghotflj 
i^od a licy told for tl^ bases! of ;aU poipoMS-^-ibr the .purpose of 
deceiving the men to whom he approaches with &is bmmet ta 
liiahand, to soticit a&Vdur ; -his prewnt victims and bis future 
foornj But for this, gentlemen, this predwA eAievtaiiimeiit 
fh0uld have passed, unnoCiceil by me, arid permitted. 'Uo waste 
ks sweetness" uamoleskd in theoolumns of tbe'paper it aidorn^i 
Mli» like the fulsome adulation oi ita author in fais^montlily ai* 
pe^tione^ It experienced the merited reiirardof flattevy atod 
^Msebood, in its consignment U» Ihoie tttnples^ appropriated 
(o the living, but to which the detfd have norooaasion tareriie* 
. The motive ^f the writer, is tpo erideiit to sanction doubly 
aod supersedes the necessity of coajeotaiei itwasoficonse^ 
qpence to the cause of '^ the zealous friends of iodcqiendence^' 
(by which you are to ondemtand the men that have banished 
independence from/tbe <M)Unty,and who assembled on thepieit 
wmX oooasioB to. root ouiits memorial) it was a natter of |bi 
\mi iittportttce to tkcm^ . that yon abouU^baUcfe ^Im. Beasttli 
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cause was moilMpopulaT than Mr. Wellcsley*s, and fspeciallr 
in the north of Wilts. Th6 multitude has an imposing sound, 
and if once such an impression as the one I have mentioned 
could have been produced upon the minds of the freeholders, 
Its influence upon the backward, the doubtful, and the 
wavering, would have been looked forward to with the most 
hopeful sensations. Immediately therefore after Mr. Wel- 
lesle^'s friends had met and dined together, a dinner of Mr. 
Benett's friends was advertised under the specious name of 
^* the friends of independence !" This was intended for a trial 
of strength— it was to shew which of the Ciandidatcs appeared 
the most popular-*-^and from thecontemptuous way in which the 
leader of the independents had expressed himself when review- 
ing the account of the former, it was expected that something 
marvellously grand in appearance, most imposing in point of 
respectability, and over\^helming in comparison of numbeiK,' 
would be the leading and distinguishing features of this much 
talked of, and^ portentous assemblage of independents sum- 
moned to attend the Hampden of the West! He was a wise 
man who said ^^ boast not thyself of to-morrow;^' and tiie 
bragging days of the party were terminated by the feast. Yott 
are told by the '* historian*^ that a "numerous" company as* 
aembled on the occasion. Than this, gentlemen, nothing can 
be more false. The company amount^ but to eightyAhree! 
i^ghiy-three freeholders! Look at the thousands in your 
county,-^ Numerous indeed! To what will they next resort in 
order to deceive i Thejr were far from numerous when corst^ 
pared with Mr. Wellesley's friends, and ihfinitely less so when 
compared witii the great body of electors in the county. Per^ 
Imps he considered them numerous when compared with what 
b^had a right to expect : this ^oiut Til concede to him, here 
^« is perfectly correct. 

' Mow, gentlemen, this dinner was called by a respectable and 
popular magistrate ; it was called for the purpose of shewing; 
their respect to a gentleman who, we are told by bis ngents and 
|>ill;*stickers, is a very popular Candidate, yet out of your large 
county, only eighth-three could be procured to attend, and ft' 
^* historian'* comes forward and tells you, that all these cir- 
cumstances considered, the meeting at the Duke*s Arms was ^a 
mtmerous. and most respectable one.'' — Now What do you think 
of himi Swindon is nothing to this! What credit, think 
you, after this is to be attached ic> his moon*raking lucubra- 
tions i What think you of the man Who can have the face to 
nsaert, before this intelligent county, .that compared with the 
-mhole of the proprietors of its soil, eighty^^three was a ^*nu* 
pttrous^* proportion i Bat that the work of imposture might 
proceed with some certainty of. success die ^^ hitteriia^'' goe« 
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©n; '^ to enumerate (sajs he) the gentlemen who did honour to 
the day', would be to produce a long list of names:'* Why 
did he not produce it? He might soon have completed it? 
But he was (ao good a judge; the names would have been 
seen, they would have bten counted^ and we should much too 
soon for him have arrived at the number ; or perhaps, gentle- 
men, he was fearful he should not have been able (<> travel 
home to Swindon and dispatch a courier time enough for the 
press ! Probably (he numbers would have been greater, but 
Ihey were limited in coraplimehtto the age of the Moon-Raker! 
His age, you know, gentlemen, is eigMy-two, and shortly will 
b« eightt/4hre€^ and the guests and Fulwar Craven made. up 
the auspicious number ! A long iist was then converted into a 
short one, out of pure compliment to tlie venerable patriarch 
of Swindon. The list would not havr* been the length of his 
finger, when the real friends of independence left the room, and 
when the agents were subtracted, of whom there was a very 
sufficient number ; you vronder with me how any man could 
be so wicked as to palm such an imposition on the country, or 
so weak, as to suppose that it would pass without observation 
of detection, when he is so apt to animadvert on the conduct 
of others without the slightest regard to. truth or propriety? 
There is something in all this very much like the second child.-< 
hood of fourscore and three. 

. Independent of their numbers, we are told, to give iclai (<» 
the festival, that the company were very respectable. If they • 
were the freeholders of Wilts they could not. be otherwise. 
But, gentlemen, we have seen that they were by no raean« 
yespectablein point of numbers,and there is a little certain some*' 
thing which militates against the respectability in another point 
of view, notwithstanding the assertion of the **AM/oria»" and 
this ^dmiision of mine. It seems, '^ the zealous friends of in« 
dependence'' had a very respectable iquarrelj'nor could the pre-' 
senceof *' the most active magistrate in the county,** one of 
the worthy represenlatives for the county^ nor Fulwar Graven, 
to whom Mr. Hallett offered the county, at all moderate the 
fury of their conflicting stfd/. Persons seldom leave a society 
where they can stay with credit or comfort; and the speedy 
secession of the real friends of independence, from the com- 
pany of the sfti/ous friends of the god«»like principle, affords 
yoii and I a pretty fair criterion by which to judge of the rem- 
nant that were preserved to Fulwar Craven and his two sup- 
porters. 1 have been informed, that there was a kind of enter- 
tainment took place, before they too^k a last farewell of each 
othf^r> and which vf ry much resembles what' is known in Ire^ 
land by the name of a ^* Concert nfter Mass,** and in which ft 
ja usual to ttfke the stooli that t>qt lately supported tht breecfi, 
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toibeat out thee braim ! Sq^ roiicli for Uii§ numbor wUboiil ^a 
]i»t,"^nd Uieir respectability^ of which I have giveo j^iia 
proof. It was a miserable muster. One of the supporters^ ny; 
old acqiiaintance Paul, in one of the most silly aavertisemenU 
that ever appeared in a newspaper^ informs the fr^holders^ 
that it wa^ a very unfortunate thing for him that heaG<:epted 
the invitation; that though he did it, that he never^meant t(» , 
o; that it was by mere accident he found himself tbece;- that 
e lost his appetite; that his faculties were quite oveipow^jnod 
when Mr. Benett sung, " Will you come to the 6o»er/' and 
that he never suffered such horrors in hb life, as wbea l9okia|^ 
at John^ aud aingiag, in answer to his call, 

*< Drink to me only with tjiine eyei, 
" And I will pledge with mine ! !" 

It cannot but be pleasing to you, gentlemen, howevefi to have 
observed the advertisement of Mr. Methueo, aokoowledging' 
the impropriety of his conduct ; it is such a feeling as, I hope,- 
' fie will cherish ; it shews a respect for the opinions of bja cm^ 
stituentsi which I .very much admire^ and the OKH^eratMeL 
l^ave been informed, that it was in deference to tbe apiniaa eC 
a yexy liiUe n^n amongst the greet ones^ and but the tmUh 
part of a roan by profession (yet a very sensible and jndiciota 
niorsel of humanity )« that Mr. Methuen published thatadver« 
tisement* I say, gentlemen, that such conduct can never bd 
suffideiiitly admired. Tins, gentlemen, I have said in justice 
to him.; npw there is something I have to say in justice to you, 
i^^d tha,t you will 6nd a very unpleasant story. A% I v»\My 
Vi^rite.with my window openy a bird flew in yesterdajr^ wi 
told.me^ that before Mr. Metbuen left th^ city of Saliibttfy, be 
was either dosetted with the accredited agent (^ Mr. Benett i^ 
thai city for twa hours, or else that he i\xoYe gS io Smadon^ 
and was eogfiged in a (^onfabulatiqn for the same time wiitti 
'^ TheOldMoeiuIiakerr if tbe latter, be set mit and re- 
turned in less than three hours, and tbe distancfe^they say^ 
ther^ and back, is neareighty miles. Now, it was impteissible^ 
be could ever have done that) unless the Moon^Haktr hadsap** 
]a|li^d him* with bis pony ! I, therefore, think we have a .right 
to knoW'from Mr« Metbuen) whether he wM in such a pbio^ 
and in ^uch a situation. This point cleared up, it ivilL iKave.a' 
tendency to do away many unfavourable impressioiis fiom the 
roia4s'(^ tbe freeholders ; you have a right to know (bis from 
him^^and. be will, no doubt, inform you of it. 

. The next thing io which I shall call your atteniio9> is to tbe 
concluding paragraph in the account of this unaoconntabla 
dinners It is there said, *^ the utmost harmany pr^ailed^ iiad» 
the cfmipaay separated at a late boar in the evening, well 
pleased wHh[ tbe. eotartaamneot of the'daor^ but 01019 .Mj(blj( 



jilMsisd with the hononn ihatluid been paid (o the princtpfo . 
df ffw^tnceting/' After what you haye seen, that th^ir •* hat' 
fnbny** was q^uarrelling alreostylF not altogether to blows; — 
after 3ron have seen that they were so ^* well pleased with thtf 
entertainment of the day," that they separated iq disgust^ j'ou 
Will think with me, that a more scandalous attempt at decep- 
tion never emanated from the press. When you find, how- 
ever, that the cause of all this.distnrbance and wrangling wai 
<Mi' account of *^ the honours which had been paid to the grarid 
principle of the meeting,'' it must excite in your breasts a more 
tfaan common degree of astonishment and horror, that mefi 
should be found' so lost to every sense of propriety, as to tell 
you that the company separated "highly pleased with the 
honours paid to the grand principle of the nieetirig/' It is. 
no doubt, their wfJy of paying honour to principles, and also 
their method of expressing their gratification !/ A curious one 
/truly, and, I hope, peculiar to the '^ eealous friends of inde* 
fiendence." 

When first I read the account, and fonnd the resolution^ 
had been moved by Mr..Atherton, and opposed, I freely con* 
fen that 1 was not much surprised at hearing they were r6- 
jeeted* It struck me, that there probably was a little " Pa- 
face-yard" sjike in them ; but sitiee I have seen them, and found 
them to be rational, constitutional, the ^try things, that sut;h 
things ought to be ; I cannot for the soul of me conjecture whrt 
the '' grand principle of the meeting" could b« when they re- 
jected them. They must have had some other object in view 
tban^the iodependeaceof tbecounty, or there is a manifest dif- 
ference between the independence of one man and another* 
Now, gentlemen, there is no event that has occurred since the 
business of canvassing b^gnn, of more, importance to you than 
^ this dinner at the D.uke's Arms. It lets you at once into the 
mystery which enveloped the *^ independence" of Afr. Beaetl 
Una his friends, it places their views of your rights and privi* 
leges in the clearest and strongest light ; and you must see that 
should that gentleman be successful in the contest, the county 
'win be again reduo^ to thcsame' state of vassalage, to wbica 
'it has been subjected, ever since the period from whence the 
'Moon-Raker dates \i\% first lie, and from which Mr. Wellesley 
""'has interposed to ransom it. It is bootless of the old gentJeman 
bf Svoindon in his letter of yesterday to inculcate a belief that 
' the clubs have taken no part in ,the [Mresent contest ; they have 
not as a body^ not publicly; he possesses cunning enough to 
know that this would have spoiled the pudding ; the county- 
would hamaiisen as one man, tb^y would baVer seen the tram- 
mels that were preparing for them, and sent the old ones at the 
heads of their oppressors. What, they dared not attempt by 
'tbrce/they attempted toeflfccjt by fraud— by secret, sly^ under- 
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band methods, and then apologize for if, like W. W. Salinioii 
of Devizes, by saying he did not canvass iov Mr. Beneit, he ooljr 
went round the town with him, ^' and introduced him to some 
of his neighbours ;" probably to convince them tha< be did not 
walk on ail fours, or that he bad a nose in his face, and waa a 
little shorter than himself. These were the ways that tho 
** zealous friends to the independence of the qounty" have in- 
terposed with their good offices, and which the resolutions q£ 
Mr. Atherton were intended to counteract. It is important^ 
gentlemen, that you shouhl read and ponder those resolutions,, 
^hey will let you into the secret in a moment ; you will then see 
the object of the friends of Mr. Benett, who, 1 am certain, 
would have fared better if he had thrown himself at once upda 
the great body of the freeholders, and trusted to them, for an 
equal return of confidence, than to men who 

. , ** Cheat the clelud^d people with a shew 

" Of liberty, which yet they ne*er must taste of!** 

. In a handbill that has been published, as well as in the 
county papers, you will see those excellent resolutions ; they 
do honour to Mr. Atherton*s head aad heart. On them, and 
on Mr. Benett's speech 1 shall on some future occasion submit 
a few observations to you ; at present I request you to come 
forward io support the man, whose principles are your own, 
whose independence of mind is more ample than his most ample 
fortune; but for whom you would not have had what deserved 
tbe.itame of a county election ; who* has restored to you your 
elective franchise,of which you had been for nearly half a cen- 
tury deprived, and to whom alone you can look up 

" Ta check the px>wth of these doraeBtic sptnisrsy 
'' ^lio make as aiaeea, and tell us 'tis our charter T 

I am, Gentlemen, your faithful friend, 

' > TITUS TRUEMAN. 

P.S. To the unknown but kind friend who left for me a work 
called, ** Corn Laws*^ (published by Messrs. Brodie and Dow- 
eling, and containing the evidence of Mr. Benett on that im- 
portant subject) I am greatly obliged. The world are muck 
indebted to these two gentlemen for the publication ; it shewed 
their patriotic views on that occasion, for though they were not 
at the expense of the publication, it surely w^as something t» 
'allow it to come from Mfir press ! It is whispered that thejr 
intend distributing a second edition gratis in order to facilitaie 
the views of the Moc^ii-jRa/fer/ 



To the Freeholders (^the Cmnty of WUU. 

Gentlemen, 
Being the person alluded to as Mr. Benett's friend, in a 
paper lately published, signed " Vetus," I find myself im- 
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periously caUed upon to make some remarks oa> that public 
cation. 

After Mr. Atherton had made his speech and read the Re^ 
soIotioQS he proposed, and they were seconded, he ohseryed. 
that if such propositions were to be made, it should have beeu 
done at some public meeting of the candidates and free^ 
holders, and not at a partial meeting of the friends of one of 
the candidates only ; and, however toe advertisement calling . 
that meeting was recorded, it was well understood by aU; 
who met, that it was intended for the friends of Mr. Benett; 
ajid no other person was present, except a few gentlemen 
Mr. Atherton brought witn him from Calne; and Mr. Ather-^ 
ton at the foot of his address calls the company Mr. Benett^s 
friends. 

No such resolutions were proposed at the meeting of jMr» 
Wellesley and his friends, therefore why should Mr* Benett 
or Mr. Methuen, who were present at the meeting, be tied 
or bound down to observe any particular rules, whilst Mr* 
Wellesley, the other candidate, was at liberty to act as .he 
pleased. The resolutions appeared very plausible ; and bad 
they been proposed in the first instance and strictly adhered* 
to, they would have operated greatly in favour of Mr. Benetti 
as well as Mr. Methueq. 

We all know that at the commencement of a contest for 
the representation of a county, the candidates solicit, apd 
obtain, when they can, the patronage and interest of .peers, 
and others who have estates or other property or influence . 
in the county, who write to their agents or tenants, and de^ 
sjre them to vote and make use of their influence in favour 
of the candidate whose cause the peer or other person chooses 
to espouse; and we know thai the requests of some people 
amount to commands. In this sort of interest Mr. Wellesley's 
chief strength lies; divest him of this, and he has not a leg 
to stand on; he had no personal knowledge of the freeholders, 
except his tenants and a few individuals \\e was acquaintied 
with; therefore the doctrine contained in Mr. Atherton's.re-i 
iiolutions wduld not suit him at all; aqd were never proposed 
to him; and if they were, he could not fulfil the terms of 
them, as he had been making use of the influence throughout 
the county, which was meant to be prevented by the resolu- 
tions: were the other candidates then to be entapgled with 
these restrictions ? Certainly not* Hr. Athertoq,as i^lawyer,. 
ipust l^noWj that unless all pfirties concerned jofn ip a treaty^ 
it hecome^r A nudum pactum, and is void. 

Mr. Atherton left the company raiher early; but, before 
he went, resumed. th^jfttbj^ct about the resolutions; and as 
ihey were rather complex, I wished to 'simplify, them, ^qd 
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mAt th^m more agreeable to isH parties, impossible; btif 
Mr. A'therton did not choose to hear me, but made use ot 
the expression he has mentioned, '* that the i-ecantation of 
his friend' was like the confession of a monk aftercommitting ' 
sin/''— and left the room. I do not recollect that Mf. A. 
nfiade any remark on the efficiency of Mr. Ben^ttV political 
principled, but seett)ed well satisfied with what Mn B. had 
declared in his speech, and promised Mr. B. to give him his 
vote. ^ . 

' After Mr. Atherton left the room, I proceeded to make 
some observations on what had passed, and proposed the fol-^ 
lowing Resolutions : — 

That ike Candidate^ and Freeholders there assembled^ should^ 
use. their utmost endeavours to support and preserve the Free^ 
dom and Independence of the County of Wilts, 

That the Freeholders should attend at the ensuing Eleciion^ 
and give their votes, without puttifig the Candidates they polled 
for to any expense f andas'sidin taking up their neighbours^ 
who cannot fjfford to go^ at their own charges. 

These vesoiutrofiSj I thought, comprehended every thing 
tbat was intended by the meeting; and, on being put, they 
met with the approbation of all present. I know not whe- 
ther Mr. A. was aware of the aukward dilemma in which he 
f laced Mr. Methuen and Mr, Benett by his propositions, 
f the}' accepted them, they would have been precluded from 
an influence which the other candidate was at liberty to use; 
if they did not accept them, they were to be told they were 
hostile to the cause of independence. 

I meatit what I advanced as no recantation of the argu- 
ments I made use of; they are the principles I have acted on 
throughout the contest, which 1 can prove by documents 
and living witnesses. Mr. Atherton is acquainted with the 
secrets of my heart, with respect to public as well as private 
affairs, more intimately than any other man. I do not think 
he can sav that I ever was an apostate to any cause I espoused. 
Or wilfully committed any act which required recantation. 
Mr. A. in his speech said he saw no harm in contested elec- 
tions ; that they ought to happen often ; and that if bis own 
son should vote against him, he should not blame him ; but 
mark the sequel— -he could not bear for his friend to oppose 
bis resolutions ; so much ht theory and practice. 
' 1 am very sorry any circumstance should happen to occa- 
sion this misunderstanding between Mr. A. and myself. I 
should not have made this appeal to the freeholders if he 
had not set the example.'^^In justice to Mr. B.'s cause and 
my own f^haracter, I could not avoid itr Mr. Atherton and 
liiyself have for many years been connected as partners and 
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firread&9 withoyt haviog any dispnU wbateter. In private 
conceraft wa always agreed ; in political matters we have not 
been always quite in unison; but I thought the variatioa so 
trjgingv that it never would have produced any discord be- 
tween U9. I wish not to continue it^ and am ready to refer 
thf point in dispute to any impartial and competent judge,. 
4o de<>ide whether^ under all circumstaoceS| Mr* A*V resolu- 
tions should have been adopted. 
Chippenham, May 28, 1818. B. H. GABY. 



WILTSHIRE ELECTION. 

Th& Freeholders of the county of Wilts, in t;he4nCefeftt of 
Mr. Benett, intend dining at the Town^Hall in Devises, oq 
Friday, the ISth June next. — Dinner will be oa the taVbat 
four o'clock ; and gentlemen are requested tp take ticfcetp 
for the ordinary (whiih will be deli4(rered at the i»ar of the 
Bear Inn) on or before Tuesday the 9tb, at 10^. 04, eaoh.«^, 
The name of the chairman, and a Ust of stewards^ will ap|»«Ar 
iQ the next paper.r-*jtfajr SO, 1818. 



WILTS ELECTION. 

Wf, tbeundersignedy have unanimously resolved to convey 
the voters of the Hundreds of Warminster and Heytesbury, 
in the interest of Mr. Benett, to the hustings at Wilton, 
txt^ of expense to that gentleman : , ^ 

H. Biggs J. G. Everett J. Davis 

J. Bayley Wm. Hubberd J.DavisjJun. 

M. Everett P. Warren G. Wansey 

J. Siade J. Raxworthy C. Insram 

A. Patient Rd. Rickword Wm. Benett, 



To the Old Moon^Eakerl 

I>om't you be dash'd: you /t'nt going to be abused this 
tiqi^ ao^ip. I'm one as thinks fair play^s a jewel all the world 
over ; and sp seeing as bow you have got so many upon your 
back at onoe, I'll e'en stand up for thee^ You caa^t have ao 
better aid-:de-campy as the saying is, seeing as how I'm a 
fiackntj/ CQachman of the true St. Gileses breed. Yoa 
wants 90^ of my. sort lo help you out; and bein^ as how 
I've taj(eQ a drop too much of the good cretur, and got 
flckisb or 80, and com^ down for country air, on a bit of a 
ymt t^ ^iater, a pretty ^illin^r at Salisbury, (Salis^tiry was 
I^Wavft faiiMHt s for prjSUy womep) why you aad me shall be 
i4^4<^ri«.if MQ b« M yop tofns'out a young rake, aod not 
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iih bid' dotardl ; and so Vm i;eady and wtlline to lend thee aA 
helping hand. Do yo« find matter and I'll find style; giv^ 
*em but enough of my St. Giles's wit, and Til warrant we comes 
off victorious : don't you fear but what Til beat youir Johnny- 
Raws. Perhaps you'll think my style too genteel ; thats the 
pretty milliner's fault; she will have me write decent; but 
liever you think but what I can be indecent enopgh, if yon 
puts me to't. Lord bless thee, thy discourses wont do at all ; 
too temperate by half; and what hast got by it? Answer 
me thai. Hav'nt you brought a whole hornet's nest about 
thy ears ? No notion of /air play, not they ; not content to 
have all the abuse to themselves, but they must tread into 
ground, and be ready to sweep from the face of God's earth, 
any man as dares stand up in' Benett's behalf; and stands to 
what they knows is false, as how he was the man who give the 
first blow, and becalled Wellesley Irishman; and so makes 
ihat an excuse to cover him with all kind of'slmhy a much 
gef»teeler word, sister says, than *^ dirt." And what U^a £d 
mH tV>tber Irishman^ where's the barm ? I thinks be may be 
ashamed of being ashamed to own so good a country. Wbei^e 
should you and 1, and be have beien now, if Ireland had'nt 
gave us Wellington, God bless him ! But the man as will 
deny his country , won't stick to do the like by his own father 
br i^other, no, nor by those people who has helped him, if 
his occasions serve ; that's my notion of things ; but if he and 
his iises foul play to win the battle, so ought Mr. B<»ett; 
he'd be a damnation fool now to follow t'otbers example ^ 
when a gentleman is beat, and laughed at for his pains, 'tis 
btit poor comfort to sit down, and thank God his conscience 
tells him he has done the thing as is right; conscience might 
haye been a fine old gentleman, and well respected in the 
year 1772, you " old dotard," but it wont do a man much 
credit to be a croney of his in those days, more especially if 
he gets the worst of' it, by sticking closer to him than needs 
iSji you " youQg rake" you. 

They have picked so niany boles in Benett's coat, that bang 
me if 1 think tnere'sa whole place left where they can find room 
to pick another; the man must be in downright rags; talfc^ 
in^ of coats, I met a first cousin of mine t'other day, poor 




hie, that's a lie of my own ! But that took weltahont the mtiv 
^2ir^. say s'l, they still harp on upon that. Thafs another, tayH 
he, for Pythouse read SomerciUe, a colour every snip tfi Lim«- 
nun knows. Upon this, I says. Cousin John, hang me, but 
^o\x beats us liunnunners! With that he tells me how 'M 
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bU ftdr Wel^ctioneeriogil-^First and foremost Mr. Mo6ti« 
Raker, we mast discourse a bit upon what this here Jockey 
of j^0f«r« is like ; for first they says he's too £&t, next he's 
too thin ; one week ^^ he is a fat, a very fat man indeed,^* the 
next week he is a skeleton full of marrow, and again, 'twould 
be a "pity to take him from his native air, where he growa 
BO jolly and ruddy. *^ Upon my soul I believe they're aU Irish- 
men, seeing ar a man cant'tgetat their meaning. As for 
Wellesley I've drove his honour many^s the time, and oft, and 
a more likely looking gentleinan never walked Bond-street; 
with his stays, and his parchment neckcloth, and his casior 
stack to one side, and his shirt collar stuck out at corners, So 
as folks said he looked like a young pointer in a puzzle peg: 
then for Methuen, 'twould puzzle a conjurer I fancys to make 
oii^ what he'd beat; to be sure he's one as gets worse and 
worse, first he lanould dine at Marlbro', then he would not, and 
rode clear and clean out of town; bat then back he come, 
and fills his platter and his glass, and then, funks it, and asks 
pardon' >of old Titus, and begs off a whipping this time; but 
Hcometao latc^^^How he got dress'd id time to dine there, or 
any where, is the wonder; seeming to me, must take him agood 
boattodedde, if so be, he'd best put his breeches on his head or 
his tail.— Lank, brother! for goodness sake scratch out 
breeches, and put in smaii cloaths ; and then for to go to talk 
about a M. P s tot// I'm certain sure Mrs. Simpson won't 

like to see »uch words in her husband's paper* Sister, yott 

knows nothing of the. world, didst never hear, tell of the 
rump parliament, and the broad bottom ministration, and 
didst never read in the Courier, about Bum Gordon, he as it 
trying to turn honest Tom Galley outof Cricklade? Should'ot 
wonder if you have spoilt my fortune already, makiog me 
write too gentell. Wnen this here girl opened her potatoe 
trap upon me, I was going tp say as how I Jcnow 'twas a Aoaxi 
bespeaking them horses, and-shays,. and inns, seeing as how 
iVe a friend at court too,' somewhere about the Hay market, 
at tells me how all the folks in Lunnon was laughing in their 
sleeves at the Wiltshire Johimy-Raws getting jockied at that 
rate by Wellesley, as was know'd to be dMeup clear and 
dean; not a fraction of the ready will the oafs ever see of 
Alt. So they seems to me but a pooriah.set altogether. Be* 
nett to be sure wont hate no call to give cabinet dinners^ and 
as he woDt have to log out the ready for brineing up his votes, 
he'll «tand pretty much where he stood before, save and ex* 
ceptafewcieanliundreds to bis agents, and thelike p'them,so 
with this I tdtes off my>oa»tor, and makes my bow, and if so 
he, as I turns ont the Weaiis d^ Medecis, sprung to life, for 
Ibe occaaioop inlteod ol honest. Jarvey^ tbf^t'n npthi^g to 
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nobody, flnd so com<( on ray old bOy; V)\ihHm' sluih to the 
tDiie of thtiv dirt Til be bound, so now then, 'lit wlio sh^Uf 
My Old Heart, and Titus Trueman, against my old Mqoh^ 
Raker, and 

TOBY TOSSPOT. 



To the Editor of the Salisbury Gazette. 

I HAVE read with considerable attention the correspond 
dence which has passed in your paper between Mr. Qenett 
of Pythouse, and his late tenant, Mr. Fhber of'Alioanoiiigs; 
aod I trust you will allow me, as an impartial and indepen* 
dent observer, to state the conclusions to wbicb I have ar- 
fived, after a careful and unbiassed view of th^' whole 8pb« 
yect, and the inferences which in my opinidn are faarly deda^^ 
dble fr6m the facts disclosed. ^' AUereni dUtrius auxUio 
'igei/* should evet be the motto of the independent observefjr 
and I trust I shall not forget it in die present itistacice; 

It is certainly advisable that a veil should be drawn o<ver 
the private transactions of life — that the affairs of the faros 
•^--the warehouse,*^ and the desk, should not be laid open to 
the inspection of the public eye; and that * eoaiideneei 
grotinded on the mutual engagements subsisting between 
loan and man, should not be impaired by hasty disolosurts 
Md unnecessary obtrusions upon public attention* I woidd 
be the last man to undraw the curtain of the sanctnary ia 
ifaese particulars on a Irtvial occasion, and the first to reprot 
bate so unnecessary and unwise an appeal to the pubiio. I 
bare been led to make these remarks horn having good rea* 
ton to believe^ that a leeling of the above description bat io^ 
chieed $<c^me most respectable characters to littach tome de^ 
gree of blame to Mr. Fisher in the present instanoe ; bm I 
liiink none can fairly attach te him ; as it wat the com^nct 
Of the partisans of hie late landiord which com pdled him to 
make that appeal to the mea of Wilts, which 1 have no 
doubt will lead to that honourable decnstoii, which good old 
iBliglish plain dealing and plain speaking bos bitbeyto^ and I 
trust will always Induce an honest and independent yeoiBan«> 
ry to proooiinee. I^^epeat it, Mr. Fishet was compelled 10 
stand forward by ih^ friends, or ratbei eneHsiet^ of Mr. Bee 
nett; he obeyed the call^ and has Bteeeo^ed in vindicatiog lut 
honour and in establishing bit peoiiiuary credit. tr^Whafci 
was it to be borne that the fiiendt of i^ Undbolder were io 
represent to a county that hid krte tesant owed him ^QOOi 
or SOQW. attiieYery time tiiatherk^d tetdedbit afceonnt, 
tad bed a ree^ in. jMf io Ut fi^mlWAxQ wmM .htw 



cbbaen tirhavelAt Mr. Fbher aikim ih cBte'he bad' been' 
sp deeply iodebted to bi» late landlord ?-^I t was eoongh to 
fixe any asanas sod to be represented as owing .orid fartbing 
to a landlord under sucb circnmstances. Having tb\is pre-! 
nised, let us direct our attention to the more prominent parts 
ofi the discussion which has taken place* 

It k certainly extremely easy to make an assertion, and to 
prefer an accusation; and no person ought to attach muob: 
weight to any assertion that may be ma^ or to any accusa«>: 
tion that may be preferred, in case it appears that the proofs* 
to substantiate the one are not easily to be furnished^ and the. 
evidence necessary to repel the other is difficult to be addu-» 
ced. This I lay down as a general rule, but it certainly is in- 
capable of application in the present ca^e: Mr. Fisher. has 
stated no fact but what he openly challenges Mr. Benett to 
disprove, and has preferred no accusation but what Mr. Ben- 
nett might easily repel in case it were untrue : and now let 
us examine a little into these matters. With respect to the ' 
charges made by Mr. Benett as to Mr. Fisher's living in splen^ 
donr, what does Mr« Fisher say ? Does he pot challenge a 
piersonal inspection I . Does he not throw down a gauntlet 
which Mr. Benett does not choose to take up ?^ Does he not 
specify wba^ were. the actual additions made, and the pur- 
pose for which they were made, and if these representattoos. 
were incorrect, could not Mr, Benett with the greatest facili*. 
-ty disprove them? Has he not in his own possession the 
evidence that is alone capable of setthng these ? Perhaps 
Mr. Benett did not consider these facts ** maleriaf' enough 
to be noticed; possibly he was (like the £x-emperor of 
France) in want of the argumentative " materiel,*^ and so 
wisely forebore to fire a shot which be knew he could not 
lodge within the lines of his antagonist. — Mr. Fisher tells ' 
us he was a stranger when he came into Wiltshire — was to* 
tally ignorant as to the mode of cultivating land there — and 
consequently threw himself upon the consideration and ho- 
nour of Mr. B. who in return for so generous and flattering 
a compliment, gave him some very kind advice as to keeping ^ 
out of the way of certain ravenous ci^eatures which infested 
the quarter into which he was commg to settle. This (if 
true) was very kind, but very laughable; because, at the 
very time that Mr. B. was cautioning his fresh water fish 
not'^to approach too near the Wiltshire '* maon-^rakers/' 
lest, ^ a ''stranger" he should be *' taken in'' — he (Mr. B.) 
was President of the Piscatory Agrarians^ whom .he is now 
so anxi^uft to represent in another quarter ! But, with respect 
to the above point, it may perhaps be said, that it is suppcKt^ 
td.bjr the bttre assenion of t/it. t. and that therefore no ^tty 



31«; 

gveat degree of weight ought to be Attached to it/est>MftU3^ 
as it 18 met on the other hand bj the positive denial of Mr* 
Benett. This being the case^ it becomes necessary accord- 
ing to the laws of evidence, to consider which of the two > 
contending parties has the best memory. From what has 
passed, it evidently appears, that with whatever gifts Mr« 
^nett may be blessed, a good memory is not within the 
niimber ; he could not recollect a man who had rented nearly 
two thousand acres of him, only two years since i it wiis a Mn 
Fishdr — he could not speak positively as to the man— ^he was 
a poor» simple Leicestershire stranger, whom he accommo-* 
dated out of compassion with the land, and to whom he di»»' 
peased his advice gratis on account of his defective intellects; 
I think, sentlemen, this is a most striking proof of Mr. 
Benett's defective recollection, and leaves us in no doubt as 
to whose statment we should treat with the greatestattention, 
especially as Mr. Fisher, in his last letter, has stated his readi- 
ness to prove that Mr. Bennet did make use of. die expressions 
which he states him to have done. From this, I gather, that 
Mr. Benett used them in the hearing of third parties whosci^ 
recollections are not so deficient as his own appears to be; 
it will therefore be much better were Mr. Benett not to 
speak so positively on the point, lest Mr. Filer's written 
statement should he corroberated by oral testimony, und by 
testimony which cannot be disputed. 

And now, gentlemen, passing over a number of minor con- 
siderations, let us come to the audit day— rthe famous audit 
day holden at Deptford Inn, on the 1st April, 1817 ; and in 
recurring to this singular meeting, we must pay our respects^ 
to Mr. Chitty, who may, for ouentIknow,be.a.very respect- 
able man» and against whose cLaracter I have nothing to 
allege, it appears that at this meeting, all accounts between 
'Mr. Benett and Mr. Fisher were settled, and that Mr. Fisher 
took hisleut doseofthe Pythouse mixture! hincillaslachrt/mas! 
-*-There seems to have been considerable discussion at this* 
meeting, and Mr. Benett's attorney appears tohaveenter^ 
tained some very different ideas on the subject to what Mr. 
Fisher did. But bow did the matter end i Why (if we may- 
give credit to Mr. Fisher's statement) by Mr. BenettV giving 
Mr. Fisher a receipt in full of all demands ! — ^And now ifor a 
word or two on M r. Chitty's letter f— Mr. Fisher has evident^ 
ly driven Mr. Benett out of the fields as to writing ; yoi|^ee 
he is compelled to employ an amanuensisr-tand for what? — 
Why, to answer the plain unvarnished story of a John Fisher 
of AUcannines ! On! tell it not in Wilts, and let not the 
sound reach Westminster-hall, that an a<|orit<^ was, obliged 
to be resorted to,- to answer the statiement of a /ar»icr-jof a , 
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tJrM^^r-'^-of o&e^if we may be ftHolred to forol tii o)>iQi<Al 
IVom Mr. Benett't present defioitioa of hiin)^-*aot worthy t6 
treftd the same soil, or breathe the same air with his landUordy 
txcep^upom a rent day, or when providing a good dinner for # 
$hooting party ! — But to return; Mr. Chitty sets out wit^ 
telling usy that on the 19th of December, 1816^ he (as Mr. 
Benett^s attorney) made a very civil application to Mr. Fisberp 
*' not for any particular sum, but for such a sum on account, a$ 
'* Mr. Ftther could then pay ;*' most unquestionably the lan^ 
Jord could not receive more than the tenant had to pay with» 
und therefore the great credit which Mr. Chitty claims for 
Mr. Benett in this instaBce^ amounts just to nothing; but 
Mr. Chitty says, this was a civil request; mighty civiltrulyl 
when Mr. Fisher tells us it was accompanied with a threat of 
jarrest in case of non-compliance ! But what did the tenant 
do upon this occasion? why, what every prudent man would 
have<done; he set about making up his Dr. and Cr. accounts^ 
laking credit for the expenses of making those improvements 
which were to be for the permanent benefit of his landlord^ 
and of which he^ (Mr. Fisher) was to be debrived at the Lady* 
day ensuing. Hf sent this account in to Mr. Chitty ; it ap» 
pears to be really incorrect as to the amount of some property- 
tax or land-tax, but substantiallv correct as to every other 
particular; it is however objected to by Mr. Chitty, and here 
matters rest until the 1st April, \B\7, when the meeting at 
Deptford Inn took place. And here it is evidedt that the 
'^ illiterate/' ** vulgar,'' and '^ contemptible'' tenant had com* 
pletely the whip4iand of his landlord and his attorney; for 
fcow does the. matter end?— Why, Mr. Benett gives Mr. 
Fisher a receipt in full, in despite of ^^ disputed items^'' ^^ water 
meadow extortions^'* and ^^ splendid repairs /" JSvery reason* 
able man would suppose that after such a document bad been 

given as the stamp receipt, nothing further would have beea 
card of *^*dispuied items ;" but no, Mr. Chitty recurs to the 
subject in a most extraordinary way 7 he says, ^ Mr. Fisher 
** intimates that be bas still a claim on Mr. Benett for grass 
'' seeds and fixtures, but tha^ such claim, if admitted, cannot 
'^ be equal to that which, in justice, Mr. Benett has on Mr. 
*' Fisher, for the disputed items which he has taken credit for 
^^ in the accounts." I am really tx a loss to know what Mr. 
Chitty means by these ^' disputed items ;" did not Mr. Benett's 
receipt, in full put an end tp all i^ispntes i Did not Mr. 
Benett legally and virtually ^knowledge that the aceoyoti 
(as stated by Mr. Fisher at the Deptford Inn) were correct 
by signing that receipt? Really, gentlemen, Mr. Chitty'$ 
doctrine, of set off is quite new to me ; I will be boupd be 
jearnt it at Py thouse, not at Shaftesbury • Mr, Benett found 

F F 



Umif^ ia«o'tte t>ppofl]t« soate to thfilt whi(^ oomaid«<A gtm^ 
^9A Mndftjc^res^ th^ tabki would Ivrn ttpM him, aa^ h^ 
would b« weighed in the balance atid found wonliai; ! Ihave 
«U)4doUbtMr. Chltty gave him good advice^ aad toM hint 
that ht could fiot talk bbout <^ dtspuleS ite^s** after having 
^ven a recetpi 6t full, b«it that in reality, he discovered that 
iiS;a gtmkr re^eri, unless be ** rAfei"* these items from their 
legal f>feee of repose, be ^^u)d hare no chance with th^ 
JfUkeT'^m^n, who has so com|>leteiy enclosed the woitb^ pre^ 
aileift of the ffHtshire PheeSory Agrmian tottdtf in hfs net ! 
Bj^i^re I rfose my letter, rilow rae to say a word or two 
^p^ Mr. Seoett's ** codicil!^ to his i^ill at drawn by 'Mf, 
Obilty ; this little pnydOction is in the band-writing of the 
l««tQ>fo!»^ and purports to cont£(in iSeat la9t legacy which he (n* 
Mads bequeathing to tlie Wiltshire fVeehoiders on the pre^ 
Mni subject. Mr. Benett Complains, Yhat *< Mr. Fisiier hal 
^tftvdkd ma most mattvia! pointa on the subject under discus^ 
<#iiHi^''«--and pay what are thes^ most u>aterial points ?-^ 
Why, * •wfcether Mr. Fisher got ^r lost nwliey on his faiwf, 
1^ whether he did not turn him out of its possession !^ 
^ 4>ifi«ik jMdKtn HfftttBV' What, are the feudal times to be 
Yestorad 1 Are tenants to be transfermed into vibuns of the 
toiii Ai't seats to become catties, and their ownen baroni^ 
InslMd of country gentlemen t Are jandloi^ to become ia- 
^uis<tO]»s as to the profita of their tenanta ? I do not wond^ 
nt M¥i ^ne%t recurring in some feneasuw to feudal times', 
iKihen wrttitag on this subject : he, no* doubt, bad got the paiv 
Jiannenlaiy tenute of ^* Knight sertiec** in hft head : a capo^i 
♦^a horst— -a spur, were %efy pretty things when presented 
ItMieiiag to a feudal Biaron, and common of Pkeetfyfthtou^*- 
Wt ancti a county as Wilts, "where fish may be nret with in 
•ttcti abundance, would be no despicable addkion to ihk 
ttttaMiahtneDt of a knighl! 9ut 1 hope and trust the ftce^- 
fai»ld^s of Wikt will ewancbise themseJvfS, and %e}l tbeit 
«a«il|ty in the ihce of its sheriff tind his cotfrt> that they hold 
lbe# kuidfi ya free^ honowabkf, and common, socage, and will 
defend th«ir pnoperty wicfa their HVcs, and their freedom witlj 
thfeir voices f— But to retam; in candour, we must perhaps 
allow, thut Mr. Benett, when he called upon Mr. Fisher '(x)]: 
% fitatemeat of hia profits, was led away by a momentary 
{latojtyam of eteotioneering^ itidiscr^tkm, and that he would 
iao«, in « serious moment liave pursued the inquiry. I would 
HOI misooostrae amy matt"^ intentions, or - fail to make aflow* 
aneea for "what may he 4iaid in haste ; bu« taking this mattei: 
either m^^-^sfupposidg M*. Benefit oalted' ibr *ia escp«ww 
of|»rofitshi«arQest{ and for the purpose ol akewittg that 



Itfn Fisher had opt a dUadvao^eous leacty^^-^wbat {ben, i . It 
Mir^ Fislier'a lease had been a profitable oae .to hiai> (aad 
Which Mr. Benett plainly insiniiates) woat credit cQuld there 
be due to Mr.. Benett fur allowing bim to throw it up i On 
the. contrary, if it were an unprofitable one» we need not 
wonder at Mr« Fishct throwing it up when it waA>n express 
i^nderstanding with his landlord« and whea that lanolord 
pubUgly gave it in evidence before the House of Lords^ tbat; 
he had given his tenants notice that they were at liberty to 
surrender their leases, that he should be at liberty to do so., 
There is no credit due tp Mr. Benett either way;, but it is 
plain he considered the lease a profitable one to the tenant, 
and therefore very Hndly gave .him leave to tbr^w hi instil 
put of one of '^ the best and cheapest faruQs in Wiltshire/' to^ 
make rootn for *^ another and a better tenant«" • 

And now, gentlemeki, I shall lay down mypen^i t ps^ve no 
hostile feeling towards Mr. Benett; I have no <?ooiiectioa 
directly or indirectly with either hitp or bis late tenant, off 
with either of his rival Candidates. I have writ^n from the 
impression made on my mind by the facts admitted oi^ both 
iides. 1 have always understood Mr* Benett to be a ^entle<« 
man and a man of shrewd observatipiv and t was in of neax 
the House of Lords when he proved himself so; but seeing 
no occasion for the contemptuous manner in which he has 
treated his late tenant, I have ventured, as an independent 
observer, thus publicly to intrude myself on the attention of 
your readers. 

1 aoi, Sir, your obedient servant, 

BRlTAUNICUa. 



To the Old Moon-Makef, 

Worse and worse] never beheld a imsttt «tory pill to^ 
gether, in the old place^ too^ pipiag hot from Szii^nio»4 *^ HoW 
far can you frao^l in an ho^^** said old Maonreaor to Ibfc 
ghost.— ^' To Mexico and baok/' said be ! ^* Mai ori^ ^\^ 
old Scot, turning up the whites of bis. eyes, ^* ^ai*t ^uu^- 
indeedJ" Now ^^ My old heari/' ^tere you but half a» atoiit 
(you'll do well enough for beauty) ak your friend John Bmctt^ 
yon might pass very well fpr a relative of the ghost. I thiJik 
jou have got a leaf out of his book ; 1 know jrou have tjm 
.same ^^ pwptnsUies*' You are seen in tiburchyaldr^busy 
.amongst the tomVs— ^hiding in oomera — ^moring in §heei9, 
i^uoh to the inoumbrance of unprotected females* You 
never march out before It is dark; are very fond aSj^yinghj 
.nightai and always vanish before moriiiBg 1 Afc yaU ever 
jinoiested in your Meti»inal exciursioiis ^ Yoa tntvfl wilh 



tcHne expedition; probably you are acquainted with ^tfae 
prince of the power of the air/' and be gires you a lift. So 
yon have been. to Swindon again, dear Swindon — stick to tbat 
for 'Mhebonour of your true Wiltshire family/* Hal ha! 
there again and back ! And without ever moving from your 
fire-side f you really are a wonderful old man! You never 
meet with accidents on your travelling ; never upset — blown 
into the water — aeainst a tree — suffocated by chimnev Mlioke 
<<^make no mistakes when you arrive— never knocjc at the 
wrone door-^nor embrace an old man of seventy for a Dewy 
delight of thirteen ! You make no mistakes abroad { what 
^ pity you are not so fortunate at homeh Your beauty, your 
form, your surprising parts^ all unite to give you the as« , 
tendant! ! Were you but half as lucky at your pen, woe 
betide the scribblers that celebrate your praise. Where 
should I be ? You have been pretty fortunate this last time 
^^ybtt have given one, and almost two of them a bloody nose; 
it may do them good; they will be more guarded next time; 
they possess more strength than you, are better boUom, but 
you have had more practice; they will beat you in time; 
Ibeir quarrers just — inai you know is better than a shield 
and buckler. I shall leave them for the present to your 
nercy ; and, from motives of the purest humanity^ shall take 
jfOH to my own. You will be very comfortable ;. 1 «hall use 
yoti Weill now tbat you are penitent, and at all evento shall 
treat you with as much courtesy as you have treated Mr. 
Wellesley ; or, to use your own phrase, '^ with gentleness of 
remark!" * 

In my last letter to you, t accused, and proved you guiltv 
of publishinjg a falsehood, with respect to the way in whicn 
the name or Captain Goddard had been introduced at the 
dinner of Mr* Wellesley's friends. In the very paper in 
which you read your own elegant communication, you might 
have perused what falsified your statements Besides, you 
had an opportunity of seeing it before it went to press, an 
opportunity which ypu are on all occasions extremely happy 
to miprove* You are therefore convicted of giving publicity 
to a Hey of being yourself the author of it, and of making the 
.paper, above wmch you hov^r like a black cloud in the hori- 
SBon, the medium of its circulation. I looked in your last 
letter, but there was ^' neither explanation nor apology.'' It 
is enough for such a great man as you are to lUter ; it is the 
business of the freeholders to beHeve, let the tale be ever so 
preposterous or incredible. It would be an act of too great 
^condescension in you to notice beings so far removed from 
the distinguished sphere in which yon are accustomed to 
move, and a sacrifice too great, to yield even a momeni't 
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gtatification, to 4he trouH^ of satisfying the doubts of ttiote^ 
whom your deceit has ensnared, and whom your falsehood 
would secure* This (no doubt) is a portion of that pride 
with which you regard your " true Wiltshire fannlVf* which 
jpridcy for the sake of that family, for the sake of common 
nonour, and common honesty^for the sake of yoorself^ t hope 
and trust wfll lead yon to rescind your resolution, aud blush 
that ever you had said respecting it, this i ** I shall carry 
with me to the grave.^ There are many things that I know 
you will have to carry with yon \o the grave besides that/ 
get rid of it, you will be an ounce or two lighter, fdt it is 
not only hiding it with you in the grave, you will also have 
the trouble of carrying it thither; and a long iourney will 
convert an ounce into a ton. You are no inan of Wilts ; for> 
attend to your description of them :— '* If they should be dis- 
honoured by any thing, they will I know be unceasingly rest- 
less till they have wiped away the staiti ;'' and, ta use your 
Own bombastic style, ^* h is on record in the Chronicles of 
Wiltshire,*^ that you have been " notoriously" guilty of a 
most dishononrable action, the Inventing and propagating 
of*a falsehood, and which though accused of it, and proVetf 
guilty, it remains ** without explanation or apology/' If 
this is the '^ one qualit}* they have, which is essential to 
manliness of character," if " they never cordially attach then?- 
selves to any person who does not resemble them by pos^ 
sessing it," 1 trust they will soon banish you from their tO^ 
ciety ; for, to use your own words again, you have not ** the 
candour with which any one of them would acknowledge an 
injury ;'' for you do not acknowledge it at all ! If any thing 
more, however, were needed to render you more abhorrent in 
the eyes of those to whom your letter is indirectly addressed, 
it is the motive with which it is 'done. " The smell of a dead 
enemy*' will never be ** sweet" in nay nostrils, but it is pleas- 
ing to use the arms of a vanquished one to counteract his 
designs. This i$ my privilege at present, and therefore I 
must a^ain refer you to your own words. Your cbarjge 
against Mr. Wellesley was not "an injury accidentally in- 
flicted on another,'* — it was a wilful and malicious act done 
/against conviction, and therefore without excuse; it was 
base, fbr it was done for the purpose of deception ; and ma- 
lignant, for it attempted to cast a stain of i:eproach on that 
man, from whom truth had recently, but most completely 
wiped it away. I have looked in vain to you for that "liberal 
contrition which would endeavour to atonefor it, almost pre- 
venting accusation, effectually depriving it of its sharpness," 
^and that you would instantly upon the discovery, have made 
ii an appeal to our well known ^liberality to pardon, and forger 
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an iQitaace'' of such deliberate aod aggravated depratity^ 
But jao; to principles^ to parties, to circunastances^ you cait 
bend, you can be accommodating; with a bappy facility you 
can become '' all tbidgs to all inen ;" here only where it waa 
your du^ty to be so^ injustice to the mdn you had injured^ you, 
refuse to make atonement ; I have known you bend on a lesi^ 
mrortby occasion. You care not by what means you Accom- 
plish your end| so that yOu .but attain it ; in jfour '! moral 
scale" the end justifies the mean, whatever be Us nature or 
character. '^ Had such an apology been mude, we should 
probably have forgotten the offence/' you might have again 
stood on the pedestal, *' inch high the ground above/' which 
you had formerly occupied : as it is, you are reduced to a 
station from which your talents can never raise ^ou^ yqa 
have got into a dilemma from which all your artifice will 
not secure an escape. You stand self condemned; it is 
from your own words that t judge you ; but you wrote them 
when at Swindon, and your understanding has become cloud-, 
ed by the smoke and the society of a city, by the bustle pt 
the morning's lounge^ or by the solitary search after the trea« 
ilurers of the night ! 

I accused you of meanness, in truckling to a set of men wha 
bad ignominiously black-balled your bosom friends; 1 Accu- 
sed you pf baseness in attempting to raise a party by surrepti^ 
tious means,against the man whose generpus confidence should 
faav6 been a passport to your best afiections; but^ ''like marl 
iSn good ground, it only incumbered what it could not ferti* 
lizfe," and you made haste to remove the load« and in a way 
not the most honourable to yourself^ but the reverse of it. 
Of these things you stand accused in the eyes of the f|ree« 
holders, they are too contemptible to deserve your notice, you 
may tell them what you please, and it is their duty to receive 
It on no other evidence^ than the Jsay of the man of Swiudon* 
Mighty well ! What will this world come to ! 

In your last letter you have been so far just to its content^ 
as to say nothing about its arguments. It is curious, howi- 
jever, to see you remark in its commencement that you ''deem, 
it base to impeach characters under the cloak of a fictitious 
pame." This is worth something coniing from you ; you 
will recover your judgment at last: every letter you-writ^ 
^contains a reflection on the preceding one, and the sentence 
1 have quoted, a censure on the whole of them! Your whole 
business since you began the profession of a writer, has been 
|o impeach the character of Mr. Wellesley, '^ under the doak 
of a fictitious name." I know not that any person ever^caU- 
£d your talents or your learning in question. ■ I haire often 
lament^ the prostitution you n^e of both| since jTqu ddopt7 
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ed thc'titleof The Moon-lUker; and as for the correctnes$ of ' 
yoar jud'gmeot, it will be best appreciated by your prefer- 
ring a Candidate without an independent fortune, or with a 
fortune very much ihrolved; a man against whom oppression 
has been charged as a landlord, and whose attachment to the 
religion of his country, or indeed to any relirion, is now- 
most loudly called in question, to one against wnom none of 
these djarges exist. As to the integrity of your heart! 
Alas! I wish you had said nothing about hearts. I could 
tell you something, but I wont,— 111 forbear at present; I 
wlH ^' abstain from allusion" to what woald fully establish 
the ^integrity of ^yottr heart. As a writer, you commenced 
in falsehood, you fiave reduced deception to a system, and 
have the hardihood to tell us it is no crime ; and by perse- 
vering in it, would seem to demand our sanction; bat that 
too I sdppose is the proof of the integrity of such a heart as 
yourJEl ! w ith reference to the discovery of your name, and 
vehichyou would have us believe is still involved in mystery, 
nothing can be more false; it is known, you know it is, we 
^hcroenotgat a wrong scent:^ your name ornaments our walls; 
and it was truly laughable to see your man Friday (supposed 
to be ^our maon-raRin^ coadjutor) on Sunday, wnfi his mop 
and bis pail, endeavouring to wash oiF what he took for cha^^ 
but which really was encrusted paint. His discernment is 
something like his mastei^s! You have mistaken <iAaM; for 
pdint ever sincethecommencement of your epistolary career; 
you have atteiApted to *' wasTi out'* Mr. Welleiley from the 
hearts of the freeholders ; you thought him chaUc but he has 
proved to hepaiui, and all your endeavours have only tended 
to remove that portion of dust which yourself, in conjunc- 
tion with some equally deserving fellow labourers, had at- 
tempted tp obscure his reputation. Your arguments we have 
never seen, and your assertions are, unfortunately for you, now 
of iio avail. Independent of tlie falsehood of which I have 
convicted yc^n, and whieh remains without ^ (explanation or 
apoigy." xou informed the freeholderis that you were eighty 
.years of age, that you was present at the **|{lorious struggle 
inl77^;** that your *'old neart* grew warm at the remem- 
brancef of it ; that you celebrated the anniversary of it, and 
all this took place at Swindon ; here ends the climax of falser 
hood and deception ; every word of this is a ftV, and so ^li 
your charges against the character of Mr. Wellesley, (or I 
should rather say your iminuations / you have not the manhood 
to come forward with a direct charge); arid equally entitled to 
credit, are your^utogies on the character of Mr. Benett^ whoni 
you nouldliave the freeholders believe is a person of great m- 
Hlkcttmitn^kmmenis^tXiQXieA^ I nuppose^by his letter to Fisher; 
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of fiwratquaUties, by his reverence, I suppcue, for the word 
of Goidy which U at once tbf reason and the rule of morality ; 
of independent fortune^ proved no doobt by the parchments 
which he possesses as mortgager or mortgagee! What an 
insult to;common sense tp tell the freeholders of Wilts (who 
I hope enjoy the faculty of judging) that Mr. Beoett is a 
man of large independent fortune, when he himself tells you 
that he is so poor he cannot live, and that he must quit his 
*' local interests f^ throw away bis " heal knowledge/^ take a 
last view of the sharks of bis native county, and make France 
the home of his adoption. Is a man that but three short yeara 
ago was in such a state, and whose fortunes through the great 
increase of '' lark leases" have not been mending; I would ask 
any man of common sense, if such a man can in the very na«i 
ture of things be a fit representative of the county of Wilts I 
I kuow that you^ Mr. Moon-Raker, will say yes f You care 
not who represents the county so you can serve your turn !. 
For this you can be old or youne, live at Salisbury or Smn* 
don. If any thing however can shew your disregard of truth, 
and decency, to say nothb^ of your contempt for the free^ 
holders, it is your still affixing Swindon to your letters, now 
that you, yourself, independent of every other circumstance^ 
' have admitted that that is not the place of your, residence. — . 
It establishes, .however^ one grand truths namely, that what- 
ever you have saTd, however Talse or erroneous, you will per*. 
sist to maintain, in the face of detection, of conviction to 
the contrary! This furnishes an admirable rule by which 
the insulted freeholders of this county may judge what de«' 
gree of confidence is to be placed in what you have said 
against Mr. Wellesley, or m favour of Mr. Benett; your 
very dwelling place is founded in falsehood, need we be 
surprised that it should prove '* a refuge of lies .»'* 

It is certainly kind of you to address all your letters to 
the Printers of the Salisbury Journal ; the Editor would niH 
do so well, it looks so foolish for a man to write 'to himself! 
They will be men of information by and bye! Your corres-. 
pondence must add wonderfully to their stock of knowledge ! 
considering too that they put it all into the ^' Savings Bank," 
for they never send you a reply! I am astonished yoii have 
never called them to account for such rude treatment* Does, 
it not appear strange thiE^t you have never so much as had a 
^' this comes hopping that you are well, as it leaves us at this 
present writing, &c." They could not be afraid that you 
would grumble' at the pbstage, for your correspondence 
passes {tee of that. But the loss is made up to you other? 
wisgf you have not to complain of me on that score. 

MY OLD HEART. 
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7h aeFreekMers^^Omniiftf Wilts. 
Gbntlbmen, 

As the day '^hen, bj your independent rotes, yon afe to 
elect jour representatives, more nearly approaches, I feel more 
confident In (he hope of beiDj; honoured by your choice. I 
already exult in the approval of niy pretensions, expressed by 
to many freeholders in every distnct, and have no doubt that 
your exertions will speedilyensure our common triumph, Which 
can only be derived from the true principles of independence. 

Somo, who are unfiivourable to my success, have invented > 
a^ circulated a report, calculated to impair my interests and 
your good opinion of me, that I do not intend to avml myself 
of your suffrages at the poll. Should my opponent persevere 
in the contest, ray exertions will be unremitting till a deciclcd , 
nsajorit V of votes expressed in my favour shall reoord the opi« 
nion which you entertain of me, and declare me to be the object 
of your election.— -Believe me, Gentlemen, ever to remain 

Your most obliged and devoted servantt 

J^yihouse, June 6, 1818. JOHN BENETT. 

. To ike Freeholders (ifthe County of Wilti. 

Gbntlbmbn, 

Ta anonymous publications I will never descend to giv^ an 
•nswer. The impropriety of a professional agent of Mr. Be- 
n^tt*, or of any other candidate 'assigning the interest npoo- 
virhich he says I stand, which has been done in the letter pub* 
Jiabed by Mr. Gaby, must be too apparent to require from me 
any comment: 1 never have boasted of that whicb 1 have not 
fully acted up to. I have not preserved a copy of mj^ letter. I 
wrote to Mr. Atherton, when I first perused the resolutions pro- 
posed by that gentleman, (who has not promised me bis wb^^ 
por4^) and vl^ich I wrote several days previous to my seeing Mr, 
Gaby's publication, which has but this moment come into my 
bauds ; but 1 know that in that letter, I not ODiy gave my un- 
equivocal assent to Mr. Atberton*s resolutions^ but J conveyed 
Vo that gentleman my determination to propose those resolu* 
tions myself, whenever I might have an opportunity^ which it 
a practical proof that the doctrine contained ^ in them wonld 
auit me, though I positrvely declare they were never proposed 
to me, and equally declare i can fulfil the terms of them. 

Judge, Electors, who are the persons whos6 requests are im** 
perative commands, by the perusal of the following letter from 
an bumble freeholder, addressed to a respectable agent of nune^ 
Mr. Timbrell :— 

«Afey81,1818.' 

^' )$ir>*~*J am sorry to inform you that 1 am under the 



cenity of alteing my ¥ote fmm Wdledcy to Beoelt, as Mr. 

J. G. Everett has told me that if I did not give ray vote io 
Banettf that he will turn, roe out of ray employ^ which is my 
whole support, and to give my voice to Benelt. — " It is much 
against me to do it, and if 1 can get employ elsewhere I will 
not run from my word, but it's wh^t I must do. 

From me, your faithful servant, 

thos.pik;* 

Is it true that this gentleman, Mr, Everett, is a member of 
the Deptford Inn club ? Is it true that he is a subscriber in 
order to defray the expenses of Mr. Benett's election ? I am 
told it is ! 

The old story of having endeavoured io use Treasury influ* 
ence is once more brought against me. I declare upon the 
word and honour of a man that I never have, directly or indi^^ 
ireetly, endeavoured to use either Government or Treasury in« 
fluence, as may be seen by the fiollowing quotation from a letter * 
written by me for the perusal of a cabinet minister, and which 
most place beyond the possibility of a di>ubt my tndepend^ice;. 

'* I think it neither consistent with the conduct I have pur« 
sued for six years I have been in Parliament, nor with that 
which would be becoming of a county member, to bind myself 
to belong in politics to any man." 

^ This tetter was written in consequence of an offer of exten- 
sive support, tendered to m* by a person of very considerable 
ioflaence in the country, connected with his Majesty*s govern- 
ment. I ahi, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Warminster.June 1, 1818. WM. LONG WELLESLEY. 

P«Sw-^I shall be obliged to Mr. Atbertoii to x»iuse the inser*^ 
tion of my letter io him above alluded to. 



TPo the Printers of the Salisbury tmd Winchester 
Journal. 
Gentlemen, 

Ws might have hoped that the contest for Wiltshire, in 
which the Candidates are two gentlemen known and respected 
in the county, §nd another of high birth, professing an inten- 
tion hereafter to reside within its limits, would have proceeded 
without any violation of that decorum, to which, eveu in the 
deadly coBflict, an honourable mind will scrupulously adhere. 

I am not intimidated by any who imagines that ine asper* 
sions ^ast on ray supposed name and character (noW becoming 
tiresome from daily repetition.)^ will vindicate, the pretensions^ 
of one Candidate, oi> divert the freeholders at large from the* 
prefiiiicn^ which t)key shew towaprds another. iNot even the 
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hmrmtess iti^rHment of ray olher oorreiipoiiden^ or tlte'ifiefet> 
taal fire t^rhich they prepare for my defttructioD^ will itiduoe me 
to abandon that cause whick rests on honour and independence^ 
or to join in the servile adulation of ^tipierior ifealtb. Ffsaring 
Mitber the knife of the midnight assassin, nor the wretcli Who 
would direct the populace against a supposed rival, by lam- 
pooning his ^ame in the public streets of Salisbury, nor the 
more malevolent eiimity of the anonymous libeller^ whenever 
I find occasion I'shall use my best judgment to vitidioate that 
honour aAd independence, 'and to rescue the freeholders of 
Wiltshire from the degradation iiito which they kieiitaiUy 
fall, if they err in the decision of the depending contest* 

1 deem it right to declare, that no Candidate is responsible 
for any sentiment which 1 express, or any observation which I 
make on the events happening in our county. My fortune^ 
though not considerable, and much more the temper of lAf 
mind, place me verjr far above the condition of a hireling 
writer. Whether rational or not, I express not a word which 
is not dictated by pure and unbiassed judgment. 

But undoubtedly a just opinion may be formed of a Candi- 
date from the general fenor of those writings which are pub** 
lished in his behalf, and from the nature and detoription oi 
those persons who advocate his cause. If there be a writer ih 
his service, who cannot be supposed, by the most cmiulou^i 
to labour in his vocation without reward, if that writer (Whb 
actually proffered his seryi(^ to the opposing Candidate)^ 
having little reputation to sustain, she^s no regard to the com- 
mon feelings of mankind^ but introduces hito his yarioui pub- 
lications^ matters not relating to any Candidattc> but tedding ib 
vilify other persons, hitherto respectable i\nd unimpeaebM ; if 
that writer is known to have been the coadjutor t^ Mr. Hunt 
in those dangerous progeetd' which seemed to threaten the pc»ce 
and welfare of society; if his shapeless mass of slanderous in«- 
rective is printed at the expense of the Candidate who may bd 
supposed to employ him, is posted in every town, and widely 
distributed through the county, then it behoves every honest 
man to consider, whether Such are the legitimate means of su]^ 
porting any honourable cause. ' The highest dignity cann&t 
remain ufitarnisfied in su6h association. The independence df 
the county can never be combined with preteivsions which afe 
permitted to rest upon the assistance of such an advocate. 

it is for the independent freeholders to judge, whether the 
matters, from time to time imputed in my letters to Mr. Wcl- 
lesley, by direct assertion, and not by sly insiuuatiph, are ytft 
refttted by any one. I am, indeed> a stranger to " the illth- 
minaling brillianc^y of his talents, and to his other commarld' 
iffg qualifications/^ He may be ** the gefilleman, the soldier. 
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and ite iBDfttor/^ as his friends assert. ^\ Every qualificaCioii 

neceNarir to form that character maj^zist in everj act ami 

deed of Mr. Loo^ Wellesley." I am sur« that six months a^a 

no true fijefid or that gentleman iroii^Id have thought itbe<^ 

cominic to briog^his real merits into question bjr adulation like 

that, for 

^ Pniie udMemd it eensare ia diflsnlM.^ 

Ue ttavi indeed, be endued with all the courtesies of pcu 
Ibhed lira ; he may haye Youfj^ht many battles^ and have 
achieved many victories in his country's cause. He may have 
been an usrful and judicious legislator, but the history of his 
country, both foreign and domestic, is silent upon all these 
•points. Nevertheless, I once more assert, in languam direct, 
and not by sly insinuation, that the representation of Wiltshire 
pught not to he the appendage of any house 4»r family what- 
' ever, and that it was solicited by that gentleman, as '' ambi'- 
tipvs tQ T0iior$ it to the home of Draycot /^ that he is not by 
birth a Wiltshire gentleman, nor connected hj blood w jth any 
Wiltshire family ; that he enjoys at most an mterest for life ia 
die property of bis lady ; that the representation of the county 
ougntnot to be among the advantages of his matrimonial aliir 
ance; that the hereditary property of his opponent is as ade« 
.quate Ui the station which he aspires to as any member for the 
county could boast of in the recollection of the oldest among 
<us; that if Mr. Salmon is worthy of credit, Mr. Wellesley 
and one of his agents did assert that be had the support of Go* 
.▼ernment, which he certainly never had ; that Mr. Salmon, 
.being uninfluenced by that assertion, Mr. Wellesley did apply 
.on the subject to Mr. Arbuthnot, but without success, and did 
attempt to inimidait that gentleman by a false statement of the 
,law, in a quotation from BlackstpneV Commentaries; that he 
has vilified the magistrates of the county, and made unproved 
JUHmsations against the particular iFriends and professional 
agrats of bis opponent ; that the attack made upon Mr. Be- 
nei^9 private character, and other .calumnious publications, 
reflecting on that gentleman and bis friends, by whomsoever 
.written, have been, circulated in the various newspapers of this 
and the adjoining counties, and by various other means, at an 
..expense which no private person, for any private purpose, 
would sustain.. Till the contrary is stated by authority, may^ 
we not believe that these publications were at the expense of 
. Mr. Wellesley i Can we believe that the advertisements of his 
tenants were all ^' voluntary and unexpected," and not at his 
expense ? As to the dinner at Marlborough, it was a festivity 
at which but few freeholders were present j and which indepen* 
dent freeholders would never condescend to attend, at the ex- 
pense of any Candidate ; but let every freeholder, ungoverne^ 
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sion of that dinner, and the sentiments expressed at if| and 
Upon all the various incidents \^hlch mark this strange con- 
tention; and then let him vote conscientiously. No friend to 
our independence can express any other wish ; if that wish be 
gnitified, the triumph of the election is secure. 

I remain. Gentlemen, your constant reader, 

Swindon, June 5, Wia.. THE OLD MOON-RAKER* 

P.S.-rl hope, Mr. Editor, I shall have little occasion to 
trouble you again. I have asserted nothing hitherto wfaioh 
lias been or can be disproved. Calumny and abuse are not the 
^weapons with which I* have combated, nor will I reaht tbem 
when directed against me. <My fictitious name, and assumed 
age and residence, are not worthy of seriooff coromeot.. Let 
my enemies triumph that my name may not be Mbon^Raker^ 
that I may not be in my dotage, and that my residence is else* 
where than at Swindon. If the public transactions of the 
county should, justify it, I will again request your attention : 
but I shall not vindicate myse//* against slander or falsehood in 
the columns of a newspaper, nor obtrude myself on the ptablic, 
through the medium of your journal, unless occasion' ahoQld 
require it. . 

7o the Freeholders of the County of Wiltshire. 

BaOTHl^Ii FnEEHOIiDSRS, 

Having been absent from England some time, I find myself 
called upon immediately on my return to exercise my discre- 
tion with regaled to the disposition of my vote for youc coiiAty^ 
iin which I was bom, in which 1 was bred, and whose interests 
I shall cherish as long as I live» The advertisements of both 
yonr Candidates have been put into my hands, and -all I know 
of the contest is from these and the overcharged comments 
made by the partisans of the rival factions. 

One tells me that till within these six years Mr. Long Wet- 
lesley was entirely unconnected with the county^ tbal^evm 
^ce this time, the period of his adoption as he calls it, he has 
never lived a week within its precincts t that he has utterly 
estranged himself from all intercourse with you, and spumed 
the arms that are extended to receive him. This has been as* 
serted by his enemieS| I look in vain for its contiadictioD by his 
friends. 

With regard to his advertisement, he says in it that he will 
not allude to the public transactions entrusted to his care ; if 
he is the same Mr. Weliesley Pole who I remember at Coh- 
stantiaople (my long absence prevents my speaking positively) 
bis forbeamnce is most prudent; for though I cast not a shad^ 
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br knpulaiion on him as a man of humanity^ all the Tforlj 
knows thai the public business was so ill managed during the 
&bort period it was entrusted to his care, that he was super-T 
seded as soon as possible, and has never been employed since. 

His next assertion is that he comes forward as a country 
gentleman (not as a Wiltshire country gentleman surely^ for 
be has not a drop of Wiltshire blood in his veins)^ and I am 
at a loss to conceive how a residence at a villa in the imme** 
diate environs of London in a style of luxury and dissipation 
Wholly iticoinpatible with any thing like habits of business^ OMt 
give him any right to the styleand title which he here assumet t 
but '^he fe not heir to a seat in the upper house ;" he is how^i- 
evc^r heir pre;sumptive to an Irish earldom,*— be must in the 
coorse of moral probability become £arl of Mornington, if he 
js son of Mr. Weilesley Pole. ^' He is no ptace-man," but hit 
father holds a lucrative one, and I have yet to learn that be has 
ever refused any ; this is a boast which every man without 
talent or interest might venture to m&ke without fear of oon^^ 
tradiation : then as to Ins independence^ he will, I suppose, be 
as independent as the son of a cabinet minister can be» He 
denies using Treasury influence ; but will Mr. L. W. unequtvo^ 
calty assert that be never directly or indirectly applied for i( to 
Mr. Arbuthnot ? One thing 1 happen to know — that ministers 
are most provokingly indifferent as to his success* 

Of Mr. Benett I hear — ^that he has always lived in the 
county, an active magistrate and an independent country gen- 
tleraaa r unattached to any party, yet consistent in bis prmci« 
pies ; 3, proud boast if it be true : that he assisted Mr. Methneh 
to destroy the preponderating influence of certain oligarcbical 
€lu1)s*tbat bad been establish^ among you *, that hei» the man 
who by a h»ppy combination of talent and daring, at a county 
meeting at Devizes, exiled that turbulent fellow Hiint from 
your confines; this is the story of his friends. 

I am a stranger ii> my native county, and wish to be set righl 
fii these particulars, as my desire is to give the unbiassed and 
mpr^udiced vote of >nn 

A CONSCIENTIOUS FREEHOLDER. 



To the Freeholders of the County qf Wilts. 

You will perceive that the Clothier is a very choleric gen^ 
tleman— qoit^ a crab\ He cares not who represents* the 
(Joiinty ; he is only anxious to gratify a mafignant temper'^ 
whicK he constantly betrays by "spitting venom" at his 
** betters." I lament that he should not have r^d my former 
address to you with more attention ; or that^ having read it 



with atlcDttoo^ he should not have gkcn me credit for being;^ 
per$<mally unlcnozDn to the Caadidates for the representation 
cif the county : for then he might have been spared the dis- 
graice, and, 1 may add, too, the painful reflection (if he is an 
honest inan) of having made an almost personal attack on one 
of Mr, Benett's professional agents, who had as little to do 
v^ith my letter as our worthy vicar; and in a way that does 
hut litlle credit to his head, and none to his heart :— 

<< H^ did, an follus are apt to do, - 

*^ Who reason in the dark and in confusion ; 

** That is," whilst nodding o*er his pipe, " he drew-*- 
<* A fiibe conclusion." 

I abhor the idea of wantonly wounding the feelings of 
innocent persons, by calling names, and " spitting venom'* 
at them, under an assumed character; it is unchnslian-like^ 
ungentlemanly, and unmanly. Mine was (upon the honour 
6f a Wiltshire man) a random squib; and yet, somehow, I 
think I hit this Clothier on a sore place ; perhaps three Latin 
words would explain the cause of all the ill humour he has 
shewn on this occasion; his son will translate them to him: 
-^f,gutu$ oditjigulum, 

' But, gentlemen, to the poiht. / am no scribbler of parch* 
ments — no Marplot ** in the secrets of the Quorum ;*' I am 
an independent man, who attempted to discbarge his duty to* 
his neighbours— -to uphold the freedom and independence of 
the county. The Clothier professes the same honourable in- 
tentioB, and I do not wish to doubt his integrity ; but 1 object 
to the means by which he is endeavouring to accomplish hb 
object. 

The plain question before us is, whether we shell elect our 
Porliattient men from amongst our own gentry, or whether 
we shall suffer a stranger, a person from the Deoifs Arse d 
Peaky who happens to have a Long purse, to step forward 
and fill thai situation. Brother freeholders, we are n o so 
\* sleek headed" as to be amused by such tr^sh as the stories^ 
of the ^ Tub" and the '^ Cornish Borough.*' I trust we baive 
too much common sense and independence left amongst us 
to hesitate for one moment in our choice. WemastfwtD* 
return Benett ; — ^and a Wiltshire man for ever j 

Trowbndgey June 4, 1818. A SCRIBBLER. 



r© th0 Printers of the Salisbury and Winchester 
JoumaL 

YoxTR correspondent, ^ The Old Moon-Raker,'* in his 
second luminous epistle, preferred two charges against me. 
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It was impossible that they could be true, which I proved at 
the time. In his next letter he offered no explanation of bis 
error; but objected to aa expression which I had uiied, and 
thought fit to insinuate, that 1 was affected by '' the contem- 
plation of Mr. Long Wellesley's redundant wealth ;" this was 
' a liberal return for my courtesy. He has now been pleased 
to revert to that same expression. 

I am always ready to explain or defend whatever I may 
have said or written. In private life I bear neither hatred 
nor enmity towards any man ; and it would be well if every 
one concerned in this election had resorted no more to private 
scandal than I have done. Public conduct is open to public 
inspection, to animadversion, and reproof. 

I ciannot see much to admire in clubs of any description t 
but political clubs are detestable. Even when instituted for 
laudable purposes, they are usually found to JBubvert in the 
end the very principles for which they were established.— 
The clubs named by your correspondent, are com'posed'of re- 
spectable individuals; with some of whom I am acquainted, 
and I know them to be estimable : but private wortn cannot 
change the nature of public conduct. Combinations of even 
the most estimable persons, when entered into for the purpose 
of usurping political power, form^ in my opinion, a species 
of petty tyranny, which ought to be strenuously resisted. 
Whether Mr. Beaett has been an advocate for those clubs L 
know not ; but time and chance have thrown him within their 
vortex^ and into the hands of their chief supporters* 

If Mr. L. Wellesley had not offered himself for the county, 
we should have had no choice ; we must have taken Mr* 
Benett; and the appointment of countv members would 
have reverted to the old channel. For this opportunity of 
jre-asserting our fre^om, we are indebted to Mr. Wellesley. 
. That Mr. Benett is a very respectable man, I should be 
one of the last persons in the county to dispute. That be 
is particularly adapted to be a county member, I must be 
permitted to doubt; and I say from my own knowledge, that 
^me of bis leading advocates have, not long since, expressed 
similar doubts, in much louder and stronger term» than I . 
have done. 

So much has been said and insinuated against Mr. L. Wel- 
lesley, that his friends have felt themselves bound to defend 
him — not to set him up for an idol, as his opponents insinuate. 
They ask for him common courtesy only ; if they cannot ob- 
'tain it, they must continue to expose devices of his enemies. 
The '' Old Moon-Raker'' has imputed toMr.L. Welletiejj^'s 
remarks on the subject of local interests, and to bis wish tof 
making this the '^ county of his adoption ;'' k meaning which 
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lie must know that gentl^mttn never contemplated :—thi« 
is a paltry trick, unworthy *' the good sense, the erudi-, 
tion, the taste, the liberality, or the honour," of so cajadid aii 
opponent. 

The representative of a county in Parliament ought to ba 
in the possession of such a property as will allow him to be 
strictly independent; any thing beyond this, would with me 
be ne recommendation; nor am I overpowered by ^^the 
contemplation of Mr. L. Wellesley's redundant wealth." I 
do not feel flattered by the attentions of any man who is 
canvassing for a seat in Parliament; nor am 1 to be duped 
by smooth words, by shakings of the hand, or salutations in 
the market-place; I know their value,^and estin^te them ac^ 
cordingly. From all that I have seen of Mr. L. Wellesley, t 
believe he has too much sincerity to treat any man with con- 
sideration for an hour or two, whilst he finds him useful, and 
afterwards with marked contempt ; but on this point I shall 
not put his sincerity to the test.— Unequal friendships arei 
seldom productive of good. When the election is over, Mn 
Wellesley will return to Draycot or Wanstead, and 1 to my 
original obscurity. 

<^ Give me again my hoUow tre^, 
A crust of bread and liberty.'^ 

1 am not seeking for a place; if I were, he has iiot thef 
power to obtain it for me. He might, perhaps, have'influencef 
to get me made an Exciseman ; but for that I am not qualified ; 
so that I have no hopes of preferment: nor shall I eain any 
thing by the contest, but the possible advantage of having a 
good dinner for five shillings. 

Your correspondent, I am informed, is a professional gen- 
tleman, an agent for Mr. Benett; I dare say, now, tha^ he 
will contrive to get something by this business, besides a few 
good dinners, for attending at which he will most probably 
be paid : 

' ^^ Light 18 the dance, and doubly sweet the lays, 
^Mlien for the dear delight another pays." 

After it is all over, I should like to have a peep at his brll. 
When his fortunate employer has it presentea to him, he will 
be ready to cry out with Mungo — " Adod it's a tunaper !" 

I bear no ill-will towards your correspondent ; but shall be 
happy to meet him in good humour on the day of election. 
Meanwhile, let me advise him to be busy ; or, in gpite of all 
boastings, he will find himself behind. 

I amy Gentlenlen, yours, A NATIVE. 

I thank f/our reverend correspondent, C. L.for his courteous 
and Hberal notice ; he has the last zsmd, and is happy— I am 
^ontefU» 

H H 
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7b M^ Freeholders of ike County qf Wins. 
Gentlemb;^, 

Allow a farmer, Who knows he possesses bat a phin and 
dommon understanding, to offer you a few observations upon 
the pretensions of those gentlemen who now offer themselves 
a« candidates to represent the county of Wilts in Parliament. 

I have investigated the public conduct of these gentlemen 
to a strict but most impartial manner; and I doubt not but I 
shalf now provo to you, most satisfactorily, that Mr. Benett 
is far more* worthy of your choice than either of his rivals. 
This I will prove by incontrovertible facts. 

In the first place, Mr. Benett is a distinguished member of 
a soeiety which has been ^long established for the purpose of 
promoting; the improvement of the agriculture, arts, manufac- 
tures, and commerce of the country : and from this society, 
which consists almost entirely of scientific men, whose talents 
reflect honour on the age we live in, has Mr. Benett repeat- 
edly received honorary rewards. He is also, as you know. 
President of the Agricultural Society of this county. A man 
who thus possesses, in so high a degree, the estimation of 
such societies, would surely he a valuable acquisition to th^ 
House of Commons. It has been strongly objected to Mr. 
Benett that he wrote in recommendation of the Corn Bill ; 
but let it be recollected that when that bill was passed, in 
March 1815, wheat sold as low as between SOi, and 405, 
per quarter; and 445. was the highest price returned in some 
of the markets in this county. Is it not apparent then, thatj 
if during these prices, a protecting law had not been passed, 
prohibiting the importation of foreign corn, certain ruin noAist 
nave ensued to nearly every farmer in the country: the uiti- 
mate consequences to the consumer of corn I will not at- 
tempt to describe. Mr. Benett, you well knew, is not simply 
a theoretical or experimental agriculturist; he is himself an 
extensive practical farmer; and no better proof pan be ad- 
duced that he is a most judicious one, than that the improve- 
ments in agriculture exhibited on his estates are edopted by 
all who see them, as are also his excellent methods of feeding 
and improving live farming stock of every description, in 
times of peace, like the present, did Mr. oenett possess no 
other knoyvledge than this, I would maintain that he is a most 
fit man to be returned to Parliam^t ; hut, j|;eotlemeDf his 
knowledge is not confined to agriculture; this ij amply proved 
by his cQDtcoversy on the subject of tytbes with the Rev. 
ArchdeacoQ Coxe. I beg to recomn^end to your perusaLthe 
pamphlets written by these gentlemen, a^ you will there find 
that, in the contest with bis eminent Kterary antagonist, Mr. 
Benett has acquitted himself in a manner highly creditable 
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to hiff owa literary talents,, md has displayed a fund of kaoir* 
ledge on subjects of political economy in general, that is 
rarely acquired by any one man* There are many other 
points in Mr. Benett's character, which I will not at present 
touch upon» but which strongly recommend him to your 
choice. 1 will now proceed to examine the public oonduct 
of his rivals^ 

Mr# Methuen rests his claim to reflection on the ground 
of his parliamentary conduct, and begs that his pretensions 
jnay be judged solely by that conduct. Nothings certainly^ . 
can be more fair than this appeal. But, gentlemen, I fear, if 
we look into Mr. Metb«en*s parliamentary conduct, we shall 
perceive a wavering and a hesit«ition, if not a downright in- 
consistency. The honest intention, howevesr, of his wish and 
dispositioD, I cannot, and do not, call in question ; and I shaU 
ever respect him for hit Totet as a guardian of the public 
purse. In all questions relating to m& reduction of taj:e9, 
or the reduction of the public expenditure, we have ever 
found Mr. M. evincing a proper feeling for the distresses of 
his country. 

Mr. Welleslejfi) gentlemen, also refers you to bis paTlia- 
inentaiy coaduct; but he principally resto his ckim to your 
votes^ OR the ground that nis wife's re)ai:ions ha^e formerly 
been representatives of this county. I will only ask, can any 
claim be more weak ; I was going to say absurd I it certain- 
ly merits not a moment's notice. If Mr. Wellesiey possesses 
any of the essential qualifications f6r a member of Parlia^ 
ment, it remains to be known ; for he neuor speaks in Parlts^ 
m^nt. I am ready to allow that a man may possess scmitd 
sense and judgment, and be in many ways qnaBfi^d for a 
senator^ though not gifted with oratorical talents ; but Mt. 
W. can speak, and if we take the amended report of his 
speech at Marlborough (which appeared in the Salisbury 
and Winchester Journal of the )6tfa ujt.) as a specimen of' 
his eloquence, I think we must oommend bis prudence m. 
keeping s^ent in St. Stephen's chapeL-*-^In that speech^ geiv- 
tlemen, he assuredly displayed spirit, a|id he has ceindactei 
his present contest tbroughoot with a daring boldness, which 
few men bnt himself would have had the rashness to exhibits 
Yon df course know, gentlemen, that I all ode particularly td 
that vilification of the magistracy of (bis county, to whieh 
he affixed his stgnatore, and the pvblication of which be 
pertinaciously repeated. If Mr. Weltesley is a maii of sound 
judgment, 1 think you will agree with me that it remains to 
be known.***-! will now sajr but little mote of Mr. W. Yoa 
know that he straggly professes imbpevtd^ct ; but you know 
also, gentlemen, thac be repiMCnts the noiorious borough of 
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St. Ives, his seat for which if he vacates, you know that it 

* will' be filled by some menial of ministry, and that another 
vote^ will thereby be added to those monstrous majorities 
which so profusely squander the public money ♦. That Mr; 
Wellesley's father, and one of his uncles, are notoriousiy 
under the influence of the present ministry I hold to be in- 
disputable; for in the parliamentary reports it will be seen 
that on the 5th and on the Idth ult. these gentlemen were' 
charged in the House of Commons with corrupt practices, 
and the charges remained undenied. It should also be re- 
membered, gentlemen, that Mr. Wellesley, the present can- 
didate, wrfs one of those members who voted for the Corn Bill. 

June 4, 1818. A. B. 

* This gentleman may be independent ; ))ut it will seen by the ^^ £xt|'a- 
ordinary Bed Book/'- that his father, the Right Hon. W. W. Pole, receives, as 
'Master of the Mint, 10,360/. per annum ; and that Marquis Wellesley, and the 
Right Hon. W. W. Pole, as Chief Remembrancer in Ireland, receive 4,^01^. 
per annum. - 

To the Old Moon-Raker. 

• Ah! Now this looks well! You bad the Gazetfe on 
Friday morning — You carried it to Swindon^ ha! ha! and 
then sent the printers your communication by the Saturday 
morning's mail. Didn't you find Swindon a little out of the 
way^ in coming from London to Salisbury ; or did you send it 
hy the coach, stay behind yourself^ and merely introduce 
Swindon for the ^^true honour of your Wilishirt family f* I 
have some. hopes of you now; you are growing ashamed of 
your name;. you are getting into the family of the aliases; 
Jlhe Old Moon- Raker, ali<i8 iStrley Corn^ alias Toby Tosspott ! 
Jt does not signify now what your name is ; you can carry on 
;tbe work of deception no longer under it ; nor does it signify 
to you (it never did to us) what your ** birth, parentage, or 
education" is,. so long as you've "a friend at court!^^ make 
good use of him J (you have very few friends oiU of court) it's 
what you have been trying for all your days ; and probably it 
is owing to ihat, that you have now become so courtly. 
Yoti've got to the court-end^ I see ! the ^qy-market's just the 
place for you ; you've got from the nursery to the hothouse ; 
there's almost as many there, as you and the little one have made 
jn Salisbury, the Robin Rood and Little John of the forest ! 
Re is a n^tty little fellow-r-^oif are quite a beauty! Your 
symmetry, (ftVme, your progprtions terrible ! I see you cannqt 
leave yoi\T:^^pr()pensities^\ behind you! It has one good 
J)(B!pnging to it,-^tbe Lambs of the city enjoy a little respite! 

Pat how canote^ you to choose such out of the way names i 
f Bfirley corn r I thought ypn were more attached to th^ 
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Igrape ! But it suits your cause 1 — ^Beiiett prefers barley — ntsi 
for himself i, but for the tnechamc as ^ell as the l(d)omr€r! 
Hear him ; ^^ the manufacturing classes live better than the 
labouring classes; but they need not live better ! they Hvedfor^ 
wnerly on barley, now they (the ex(raya!gant rogues) live upon 
wheat, and eat fewer potatoes T- What a slKime! the peopte 
of England don't eat so much pigVmeat as formerly ! This 
• Mr. B^ett was enabled to statefrom " local-knowledge !'* They 
are beginning to live liice christians, and Benett.says there's no 
necessity for it, they need not live better ihsin pigs^; Such was 
bis eridence before the House of Lords !— And he went all the 
way to London to tell them so ! He yfe^t all the way to 
London to persuade the House of Lords to bind tliem down to 
the old regimen ; I am happy to hear that the printers of the 
fialisbury Journal, are goin^ to distribute an edition of that 
work (the Corn Laws) gratis; every body will be thankful to 
them for i(, and for this, as well as other things we are indebted 
to your being in London !^ Don*t come back to Swindon^ 
there's nobody wants yt)u there, you're a speck wherever you 
appear, a disease wherever you remain. How can you be the 
agent of a man who would feed beings (of whom you have 
something of the form) on pig^s meat ? How can you ask a 
'▼ote for him, without expecting the freeholders will kick your 
latter-end? If I were you, 1 would stick to surcharging, for 
then yoa would only be cursed^ but now you are hMed. 
i And then your other name Toby Tosspott, how improper ! 
you are not in the.place of Toby, but of Tobias's dog; you 
h^re to bark for your master. And as for Tosspott, 1 never 
hidafd that yeu were fond of the pot ; I knew that you were a 
•good trencher man, and a pretty good band at theglassj 

^ ** When for the dear delights antaher pays V* 

But as for the pot^ 'tis too vulgar by half: 'twould for ever 
contaminate those coral lips, devoted \o softer purposes, and 
jnore *' ecstatic joysV^ As for the tossing part of your name^ 
that is not so much amiss ; it will refresh your memory with 
regard to past events, particularly what took place on that 
evening when you were nearly tossed into Giant-street canal ! 
Put it setvea you right; eleven o'clock was an untimely 
hour. Old Hecate had Bowled to bed ; she did right to bolt 

Jou out; besides your ^^Wenus de Mededs''* was engaged; 
ow should you like to be disturbed f Your rival was a- 
brutish fellow to knock you down ; his fist hit harder than 
your knuckles ; tapping so gently too, and whispering so softly, 
** Mary, Mary !" — 'twas enough to melt a heart of stone. 
'What a way you must have been in ; determined to go t;?, and 
, phe resolved to keep you 4ut! 1 pity you, 1 hope you'll keep 
better hours, and better company. But I fear you won't j you 
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tell «M^ Aftt 3roa bawscommericed «ofidimin» andBifibe^i^mHif 
^Uy proficient m Ibe language of the profeB$ioa« I knpw 
jTQu were alwaj« atiacb«d to the Dickey/, I hope y^u wiU 
i^ways ride easy \ and if you hold ti^hi, ycHicaiKiot be lotf^ij^^ 

Yott are a wonderful fellow. Yon can tratel faater ^hw 
Gout's Ghost, and assume move foroui than Pro(eai ever pftr 
tended to. You are a kind of human camelion^ and change 
youtiself into the colour of every thing you touob. But lie 
iBosI astonishing thing of all is, thai you should think yMi^elf 
handsome^ learned or wise, and that you should remaiu ao 
«tupid as to persuade us, you are unknown when you hav^^so 
tAitn made the discovery ! Like the carp you hide your head 
io the mud^ and on that account imagine that your body has 
also become invisible. . i 

You are a very lucky fellow ; but this comes of being an 
£ditor! JEvery thing you write can be inserted in *^thc 
Chronicles of Wiltshire" free of charge, every body ete must 
pay. Your's go in as simple letters, (simple enough) other 
people's as advertisements, nnd numbered like tlie poor of some 
parishes; your's go free of the disgrace. JNot that the^ ave 
always numbered in the same place; by way of a blind they 
are sometimes numbered in Che middle^ others, at the end, 
youfs no wltere. It seems that you really *^ have a fyicsul at 
coiirt." — 'Twould be a folly to diarge you^ you find them ia 
writing aod spelling, they find you in paper and printif^ 
^^0&i€ good lam deserves another/' you supply ca/fes teoc/, 
they find saucepan; the numbering story has goi wind, awl 
they clapped one to yout last. — Doa't you think tx oaaishoMUk^ 
place is very unsuitable fot your yeaiB. You have lived .W the 
advaqced age of eigbty-twp, and now io your eigbty«tbir4 
year ; don't you think the inside of a hearse would suit you 
better than the outside of a coach ? But it was ia qonternpb- 
tion of the election that you resumed the whip! It will cost 
you some trouble to bring up Benett's voters from Malmes- 
bury ; he has a great many there, he has the vote and interest 
of the — town-crier ! Vd practise every day if I were you,'twiJl 
get your hand in ; then you'll be better able to throw your 
Candidate out. 

1 have read your letter over again and again^ to see if you 
had apologised for the falsehood of which I liad convicted you^ 
No mention is made of it ; no notice taken of it. You may 
recollect the time when you told somethihg of the same sort ia 
the Council-house, 'twas at t^e last election ; how you looked 
^vlien compelled to read your recantation ! Don't you.think 
the freeholders of Wilts deserve as much courtesy as:theoof- 
poration of Salisbury? What a method this was of securing 
the r<?turn of Mr, Wyudbam I How his hoaoarabte mind must 
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tkrink at tlie bMeness oftuch ait agent, and of the means re* 
sorted to! What a reflection it casts upon hi$ honour; hear 
your owli words, ^' But undoubtedly, a just opinion may be 
formed of a candidate from the general tenor of those writings 
(the ktier that you said you had in your pocket) and from the 
nature and description of the persons who advocate his cause.'* 
And how truly you add, ^< The highest dignify cannot remain 
QtttaTniabed in soch association; the independence of the 
e0unty (or city) can never be combined with pretensions which' 
are permitted to rest upon the assistance of such an advocate.*^ 
What a home hit. is this for yourself; you are rery unfortu- 
nate i« your play, ten- times more so in your conjecture. Yoti 
ioBinuKte that you have discovered me; I don't care if y6u had,' 
but you have got ^^ a wrong scent;** you never was more out 
in your life ; I know to whom you refer-— do you think that 
nobody can write but him i The county is come to a pretty 
pass indeed ! why, man alive, he is not a native^ and has been 
but a short time a resident, what can he know of j/ou? ^* / 
kmmifouwell! you are pretty sore I do. You throw your 
dart at him, because you know he has not the means, or per- 
haps the inclination to return it ; if he had, woe betide you ! — 
Why the dog days are come too soon upon us ; yon have runr 
mad, and bite the first yon run against, and he the wrong one. 
I heard him say that he would go to Hawker's in Catherine- 
Street, and buy a whip for you ; how it must please the old 
gentleman to hear that you are become rieh and can bra^ of 
ytau fortune ! and yon really think that the individual to 
whom you refier is a ztriter in Mr. Wellesley's service^ I pity 
your old nob. I can tell you that he is not ; my situation 
enables me to ispeak with certainty on that subject, i dare say 
be would be very glad, to be employed ; you know ^' ke actU" 
^% proffered his serokes to the other candidate ;** I heard that 
be did to all the three^ you're not half in the secret ; that 
•hewed he wished to have a finger in the pye ; yon surely did 
not wish to have all the good things yourself Why don't 
yon speak for hire now ; he is not hired^ I can tell you ; and 
by coosiiltiB|r Mr. Wellesley's a^ent, whom you very well 
iiiM0, you will find that he never in his life directly or indi- 
xtctly received a penny from bim ; and you know that bis 
circumstances are such that he *^ cannot be supposed by the 
niMt credulous to labour in his vocations without reward/' I 
bope he'll think ofyou, and reward your attention, he can do 
it. As to hii reputation, I believe be would not exchange 
lefHitations wkh you, much as you may think of yourself; tlie 
gwf hain of an aged fiitber have not been brought by him with 
wmom to thn grave> through the seduction of an infant 
daughter; nor lui^4he fteMogs of pfx afiectionate brother been 
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loused to rescftitmerit by the ruin and abandonment of a beloved 
sister I Repuiaiion^ ^' respectable and unimpeached ;" blush 
for jourseif sboukl you be the man ; but you cannot blush; 
you have the daring audacity to call the notice which myself 
and others have taken of your conduct,* a showing ''no regard 
lo the common feelings of mankind." Good God! and are 
these the common feelings of mankind ? Of some men they 
may be, of some men they (ircy but when they become the 
'^ common feelings of mankind)" the race must be near ex* 
tinction. 

I have ever understood that Mr. Cobbett was the coadjutor 
of Mr. Hunt, *Mn those dangerous projects which seemed to 
threaten the peace and welfare of society ;" such as assembltog^ 
at a meeting called by the high sheriff of the county to peti* 
tien against the Corn Bill, and which petition you yoursdif 
said you had done every thing to forward to the House. 
Another project was a meeting where Mr. Hunt and his co« 
adjutor appeared, and that was at one called by the high 
sheriff to petition against the Income Tax. At both of these 
meetings you were present in your official capacity, and if you 
beheld any thing like '^ a dangerous project;-' then was the 
lime to have brought it forward, when the king's representative 
was present to aid^you with his authority. But no, there waa^ 
nothing of the kind ; the only illegal thing that I beheld thero 
was 3'ourself, for you were there exercising dn office in direct 
opposition to the law. You have no right to complain of 
'dlifying characters^ of posting bills; who began it? not Mr. 
Wellesley, nor yet his friends. Your "own precious stuff was 
handed about the county, and your friends elsewhere were 
underhand distributing their pamphlets against Mr. Wellesley 'a 
character. It is bootless to complain, no one pities you, for 
you are the cause of all the hard words that have been sppkeh : 

Jour pen was to run riot, and no one must attempt reply. 
7ow that you have set the house on fire, you are preparing to 
start by the light of the flames ; but this shall not be allowed ; 
I will not suffer you to retire ; you tiiay depend Upon it that 
you s/iall *^ trouble the Editors again/' and whether you come 
as an Old Moon-Raker, as Toby Tosspott; as Barleycorn, or as 
A. B. I'll meet you, I'll beat you, I'll make you ashamed. 
Besides, it is cruel of you to think of withdrawing just as yo» 
are beginning to pay for advertisements, for I see your last 
letter is, numbered, consequently paid for, or to be paid for. 
'Tis ungenerous to leave friends who have accommodated you 
so long with their paper, besides the private view of all com* 
munications, names of the writers, and all circumstances. The. 
way in which the letter written by Dr. Thomas was served,, 
should be enough ifi deter any penfon ffom seodiog gomnumir* 



Cf^loiy to a pa;^r, whpjif pw?ppi^9<i? /^re ^uijlty of such a 
^wapton bi;eacb of confeaence. 

IJpw truly ridiculous to hjpai^ you co^iplain of Mr. Wei- 
'esley haying handbill* printed : has Mr.JB^n^tt h^d none ? 
Is it any disgrace to Mr. W/that ne has had them printed, 
or has paid for them without the aid of a p,enni/ subscriptiopi 
Have not the other Candidates done tlie same i Shall that be 
considered criminal in him, which is thought to^be meritori* 
ous in them ? Your talking of " deadly conflict*' is certainly 
'laughable; of ^* knives*' and ** assassins'" too. Ona would 
almost imagine that whenever you seize your pen, you are 
Wady to exclaim with Macbeth, -'' Is it -aMlagg^r that I s^e 
fccfore mef** You speak of your ** destruction^* as if som^ 
,one really reckoned it desirable : Of wbat tide would your 
carcase be to the world ? A dead horse would be more ad^ 
vantageous. How absurd to make use of such language^ 
Who but yourself ever made use of thephpaset? Whoever 
even hinted at such a thing? It isJike the whole of your 
conduct in this business? — there is nothing fair belonging to ^ 
you 

I am sorry that you have betrayed so much ill temper: 
you should have had a little more philosophy, especially as 
you 'gave the- assault, which you know warrants battery^ 
When yon speak of hireling writers, look at yourself: -ycm 
are one,— 1 am not. I never.received a favour in my life from 
one of the Candidates and I defy any man to prove the con^ 
tffiry. I am above the acceptance of a ^bribe, and though not 
8o rich as yourself, I am nK>re independent. You will never 
know who I am ; you may guess, you may conjecture, but 
no longer accuse tbe^inoqaiKnt; ^thl^ >U nAt^inmcb ^^to»the 
honour of your true Wiitfibiceiamily.'' Your postscript is 
iTuly pitable ; do let .,^s h^r .from jo^ ,&gain ; don't lay 
down your pen Just as you are beginning to write. better; 
alw^s be grateml to the man that was the cause^of it, .and 
^ ihat you know is me. 

MY OLD .ipiEAiRT. 

WILTSHIRE, »o nciT. 
I, Albxandbr PowBLt^ Esq. sheriff of the county afe^e^ 
^ said, having received His Majesty's writ, und^t tlie great seal ^ 
of Great ^Britain, for the election of two knights to serve for 
this comiy in the Parlis^ment to be holden at the city of West- 
minster, on the 4th day of August next, do, in ooedience to 
the said writ^ and of the several statutes in that case made ami 
provided, hereby proclaim and fftve public notice, (hat, at a 
special county cotirt, which wiff be holden at Wilton, in and 
for the said county^ on Wednesday, the24lh day of this in* 

II'- 
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■tant, Jane, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, pursuant to the sia* 
tute in that case made and provided, I shall proceed toBUch 
election, Tfhen and where all persons interested therein M'lU be 
hean), and are to giye tjieir attendance accord iogly. 

ALEXANDER POWELL, Sheriff. 
Vaied this }9th daj/ of June, 1818. 

To the Friend^ of Independence. 
Wantro iminediately a gentleman fully qualified to act 
as CAtf ira^aif at an Election Dinner. The respectable personr 
age who was advertised to fill that situation, having, by 
general report, denied ever promising to accept it, and it is 
greatly to be feared he will not condescend to a^erhis deterr 
mination ; by which exposure the manager or managers of 
such dinner are placed in a highly •* notorious" situation, 
and are compelled to uke this public method of remedying 
their folly. They venture therefore humbly to request som^ 

S)od natured friend will patriotically step forward to extricatQ 
em from the dust their boldness has kicked up. 

N. B. It is above all recompieqded \o the fortunate appli- 
cant that he come fully provided with a '^ prepared'' speech, 
well seasoned with expressions of " independence," *' the 
Magistracy," " Treasury influence," '* local abilities," nation 
talent, landlords and tenants, Py thouse and *' unbiass^ sufn 
frages.^' 

An earfy application is most particularly requested, at the 

office of , esq. ; and none need apply who is not fully 

provided with sound luqgs and the gift of the gab. 

St. As i—t, Wednesday nighty June lO, 1818. 

To Mr. Toby Tosspot 
Kind Sir, 
I THINKS you a sweet spoken gentleman as has the gift of 
the sab famously, and though I can't be so double faced as to 
say 1 likes you better than my breakfast, yet you gives it a 
relish must be owned ; and as tor old Titus, His all over with 
he, seeing heVe worn his subject as threadbare as John Fisher's 
coat, and keeps potter, potter on, so as tliere's no such thing 
as keeping one's eyes open over his rigmarole palaver ; IVe left 
niy name at the Checquers, if so be as you should not find me 
in the stocks, where I commonly sits two hours every evening; 
and when you comes our way, you shall be sure of a belly-ful^ 
and be kept in clover up to your eyes, that's to say, if the host 
of company we always keeps don't eat it all up before you 
comes; but as I should be. sorry to come to fisty cuffs, you 
pust first answer me this here, why, when you discoursed! u]^on 
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ti^jeU€$fy, didn-t you tell Us why and wherefor^his good family/ 
changed the name so often ; what kind of a chap old Jfesls^ 
the dad were^ and what sort of a character old Collet/ the 
grandad bore^ when he were a musick master in Dublin P 
vV^asn^t there one Wesley as were a Methodist parson ? and 
Vfho knows but what this joungster may be a chip o' the old 
blocks and upset all the parsons, and take away their tytbes ? 
Out of the frying-pan into the fire this, bey ! Benett would 
be the best of the two at that rate ! So you was best tell the 
freeholders 'twould be a burning shame, rape, fire, and murder^ 
to put their names in Wcllesly*s, alias Wesly's, alias Colley's 
poll- book, till such time as this here point is cleared up. I 
am, dear Mr. Tosspot, more than a body would suppose^ 

Yours, TOBIASi 

P. S* I havn't time or Td write 'tothfer letter to myself, and 
sign it Curiositifj as I wants to know why, if W. were no Irish-* 
man, he began his bother by cracking off about being nephew 
to Wellington. I do suppose he turned 'tother way, 'cause 
the noble duke, as all the world know, won't own him as his 
nephew, being he's so iashamed of him. 

To the Editor of the Salisbury Croxette. 

Sin, , 

As other people address all their letters to Editors, copying 

such high example, 1 shall do the same. There's one thi^ I 

don't mean to copy them in, and that i^, telling /w. Yoii 

have seen an account of a dinner which is advertised ia take 

Flace on next Friday, at Devizes, amongst Mr. Benett's friends, 
dare say you wondered why the names of the stewards were 
not inserted with the first notice of it ; but, no, this could not . 
be done ; the gentry fought shy, and at last, after canvassmg 
the county, they find enough to make up the list. Did it not 
surprise you to see the honourable name of-Wadham Wynd-^ 
ham, Esq. at the head of the fragments of the clubs ? I caa 
assure you it did me. The Moon-Raker can't leave his dirty 
tricks alone; and he put Mr. Wyndham's name there without 
lus knowledge, and against his will. You may rely upon it^ 
Mr. Edifor, that Mr, Wyndhara refused to have any thing to 
do with it. What! the gentleman, who, in all prdmbiUty, 
will represent our city, appear at the head of such a party B 
O, no; his honourable mind would shrink from the assoc^ 
tion; and, you may depend upon it. Sir, that if they put Mr. 
Wyndham's name there without his consent, which theyieally - 
did, they have not been very nice with regard to that of others. 
There's many a name lugged in by the head andshooldcTs,and 
whicL the man that owns it knows nothing of. This shews 
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y<m what mfeeralJle rtiflf ihtf iti hni to, to ifarflce ^y^opfe Bl^-' 
ltf*ve ilmx c4use is popiildir ; but air wbn^t do, I dridersfahd' 
tbe oriy House ftat Mr. l^nett has irot fpr the rpcftptfo|i or hi» 
roietSf is Ihc lodk-up bouse in Endless Sireti I To be sure, its 
one way oif keeping them snug; and^ as he probaUy expects 
to go there after the election is over, ft will be airing the b^s 
for bis reception, and.as many of the Quorum as may choo^to 
accompany bim. Wherever you ^ now, there's nothing 
talked of but the election , men, women, and children, are alt 
full of if* I heard an old woman in the Blue-boar-row say, as' 
I was walking down last night, but I don't know to whom she 
referred, ^^ I hope We shall never ha.ve anr atheist to represent 
this cotinty."-^* t hope $o too/ said I ; nor yet a man that 
needs a permv subscription. 

JOHN BLUNT* 

To tke Ff'eShtOchri if t^ Cok^ 

Gb^^tlembn, 

I HAVB been so long accustomed to address my letters to 
vou, that though the preseut respects commuofications from 
individuals, I must be permitted to follow the same course ; 
it is more Aimiliar to me; SitA will not be the less pleasing to 
them; more especially as it was owing to my correspondence 
with yon, ibat we first became acquainted; and the subject 
ii not of a private nature, but of public, general, and present 
iaapbrtancife. 

Id the Salisbury Qazette of tlie 4th instant^ you will have 
se^Q a letter from Mr. Atherton of Calne; the person who 
produced those excellent resolutions which I mfsntioned ict 
ihy lU^ and which Mr. Benett and his Gaby friends opposed : 
I sball fo« mo^t happy to shake hands with that gentleman 
do the dby of nomination, t have read the life of the late- 
Bishop of Llaodaff, and I am of opmion that be had better 
have all6wfed some other person to have become bis biogra- 
plier. I have often thought that with all his excellencies^ be 
^as h very ambitious' man, and bis life bad much better have 
b^n entitled " Memoirs of a disappointed man of talent.'* 
He was a mitre hunter ali bis days, an acknowledged tempo^ 
lisfep in bis politics, consequently he was like Mr. Methuen, 
dr more properly Mr. Methuen is wliat the Bishop was in 
public life, an injudicious friend, and an inefficient foe. For^ 
gentlemen, Mr. Atbe;rton has introduced the Bishop pf Llan^ 
iiiff, and the quotations from his book, as a reproof of me, fol: 
coiidemtiing what I thought was wrong in the conduct of 
Mr.,Methueli ; and as far as they eO, 1 do not see biTt they 
would have agreed very well if tbey had sat m the same house 
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--nbm iitey w*rald htrTepdYed si t(msMlMhn\ bot scfparartfd^- 
asr thqr have been in the important office of legislators^ they 
h«Te had mtrf e the apprcarance of cemiet«y bfUliaf^ bat irrts* 
g%dar; £hid at obce the rmi/ent and th« 03>2^n' ef change! 

Uobesff I requite a iittle more acqujiinttinc^ with ray tefna* 
drior \6iwin,'ihe Bishorp of Llandaif \ta«^ in the fullest sense 
of the word^ what Mr, Atlierton so aftreh abhors-^a pttrtUan ! 
Adhering to party, yet secretly conteoi plating chmift,e^ when- 
ever a more wealthy bishopric present?ed itself. The act of 
hia life most to be deplored is, brs writing an aceonntof it ; 
btit for that 1 should to this hour have considered him a 
" xmtTtAic* bisbop— a man werthy to be reverenced, not 
merely on accounts of his age, ^^ for old men are not always 
ww%" bat for hi^ love of science, for his ^ndeatours to pro- 
niote its interests ; and his piety might have bien added, but 
I fear that his* zeal for religion in too many instances^ was 
not without 2i political tainti — " The hoaary head'' we all allow 
" It acrowti of g>ory," yet only when it is foond id the way 
of righteousoess; Age, under any circumstances, is however 
a verj^ equivocal foundation for efsteenii We have a man 
among os. Who is a youth in Salisbury^ cfaite a Itripling, and 
whose boyish tricks are known to every boy ib the to#n ; by 
travelling to S wifidQ0, however, he instantly more thdn doubles 
his age (and he has been known to travel there and baek in 
an hoiir) his auburn locks become grey as a badger, aad his 
cheeks which but iloW were as plump as a burnt plumb- 
pudding, resemble a Ualf-biown bladder^ aitd hang in folds 
aomething Kke the drapery of a tent bedstead. [«> ftict, be 
can add feriy-tbree yesrs to his, whenever he pleases, being 
forty in his ntt^ive city, and eighty-three in the home'' of bis* 
adoptibiK,^' and which is done no doubt for >| the hdtlour of 
hivtrve Wiltshire Family !'' 

Bishoip Watson's definition of a p^rtistm in the first in- 
sttncb^ certainly applies to himself; and Mr. Afberton sure- 
ly does hot mean the second to apply to his atUthtnebt to 
Mt. Methben, when making the following quotatioh—'^ Th^ 
best partisans" ate ^* men of no talents, with principles of 
implicit attachment to particular men." However this may 
be, he is certainly wrong in supposing that I am a frieild to. 
p4trU^, or that 1 wish to see party men represent the eotrilty. 
Itit not to be expected that he should have paid as much kt^ 
tention to what 1 should wvite as Bi-shop Watson ; but on 
referring to my letter of the 2|3rd of April, he #ill find the 
following passage: ^' You will mistake me Very m^cb, g&k^ 
tlieraen, if yoa suppose that in objecting to Mr. M^hu^V 
conduct in the House of Gommens, LuieM to impress on 
your minds that there cannot be such a thing as si vtrtuousf 
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ot>positton to the measures of any goveriiment;'' and^giutf/ 
— '* This opposition, however, ceases to he a goorf, and b^ 
comes an evil, the instant that it is rendered subservient, to 
party influence and intrigue ; it ceases to be honeH the mo- 
ment it is reduced to a system.*' Now, gentlemen, I will 
tell Mr. Atherton how far 1 am a party man. When 1 see 
none but party men coming forward as Candidates for a seafe 
in the House, I certainly should prefer him whose party was 
most attached to that mode of government, most likely to 
secure the peace and happiness of the county. If my fore* 
going observations about systematic opposition be just; if 
the .<>pirit even of his own is considered, Mr. Methuen must 
change again to preserve his esteem ; for as it is impossible^ 
considering the fallibility of human nature, that the minister 
should always be right, it is equally within the compass of 
possibility that the Opposition (notwithstanding they possess 
all the wisdom,.and all the talents of the country) may sorne^ 
times be in the wrong. I find no fault with Mr^ Methuen for 
VQting on both sides ; it is for attaching himself to any tide ; 
— ^it is for becoming what Mr. Atherton and I so much dis- 
approve of; it is for becoming a partisan that I so much 
blame Mr. Methuen ; and comes precisely up to my views of' 
a representative of the people — that where directed, he should 
vote according to the wishes of his constituents ; that where 
be is not, he should be left to the dictates of his conscience, 
and the guidance of his judgment. If he supposes that I 
attach criminality to Mr. Methuen for voting alternately 
with. the minister or the opposition, he mistakes me; an up« 
light member of Parliament will often be found doing so, 
therefore what I approve of in another, I never will con- 
demn in him: but for attaching himself to any side, or 
party in the House — for surrendering his independence, 
which may be done as well by becoming tlie partisan of a 
faction as of government. It is for that, and that alone, 
which 1 condemn him. It is not my wish to deprive Mr. Me- 
thuen of the *^ honour^* of being found on both sides of the 
house; it is my wish that he would deprive himself of the 
digrace of Uaying\>xi one of them, and voting as the party 

five the nod ; a party to whoni (in the opinion of every maa 
have heard speak on the subject) he attached himself with- 
out sufficient reason, or indeed any reason at all. He was 
wrong in associating himself with any party on his first en- 
trance into the House of Commons; he was wrong in leav- 
ing that party without a sufficient reason ; he was farther 
wrong in leaving his new chosen friends without a cause suf- 
ficiently good, not in his own opinion merely, but 'in the 
opinion of the public; for being a public servant, if he baa 
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not a regard to their opioions, he is unworthy of being their 
representative ; and he surely knew, when joining the i'alents^ 
that he was acting directly contrary to the general sense of 
the county. If he supposed on the principle of assimilation^ 
that he should become a man of talent by uniting with those 
• who boasted their exclusive possession, he was to becom« 
inended for his desire of improvement: but he acted under 
the iiifluel^ce of fear — he dreaded Brougham's tongue; the 
repieipbraiice of the lashing he got from that gentleman has 
accompanied him as his evil genius ever sinc&! The reason 
why I advocate the cause of Mr. Wellesley, is because he 
is attached to no party; he has voted sometimes with th^ 
.minister, as he ought to have done; sometimes against 
him, which was equally his duty. — This is the way an 
independent man will act — it is the way he should act;— 
it is the way Mr. Wellcsley has acted ; — it is to his honour 
thai he has been found on both sides of the house, without 
enlisting himself to either. Whatever Mr. Atherton*s 
opinions may be of resident Candidates (but he has too much 
good sense and discernment to make the. foolish distinction) 
or of resident voters out of the house, 1 do not thinkvhe will 
approve o( resident voters in the house, — of men, who take a 
lease of nheir seats on the opening of every new parliament^ 
and vote according to seats rather than to sentiments; men 
who conceive that independence consists in nothing but a 
continued harrassing, unprincipled opposition to government^ 
whoever may be the members of it, or whatever the mode. 

As the doctrines I have advanced are strictly constitutional^ 
and as 1 know that they are Mr.'Atherton's, I hope from his 
knowing that Mr. Wellesley has acted up to them, that he 
will give him a vote at the ensuing election ; or, should his 
vote be engaged, his interest, which I know is very great. 
I ani encouraged to make the request from his having said 
in the conclusion of his postscript to me, ^^ The freeholders 
of Wiltshire want honest men, who look only to the people's 
interest, not party men who look only to their own." These 
words contain. a volume of political truth, and highly applt* 
cable to my subject. Mr. Wellesley has given proof suffici^* 
ent of the integrity and disinterestedness of his mind, and 
the independence of his principles, to entitle him to his es* 
teem; and, gentlemen, tp your warm and liberal support. 

If life and health permit, 1 propose being at Devizes on 
the day of^ nomination ; when I hope Mr. Atberton's favourite 
Candidate and mine will be the same. But whether or not, 
1 shall be proud to shake him by the band, and present him . 
with a bit of «' Wellington blue," knowing that if betakes 
it for his sake, he will keep it for mine. 



Genllemctt^ as readi'iig and warm ^veather are apt to nudte 
p^eople dooyrfty, and as^ write only to ^bose whom I widh to 
awake, and to keep awake, I shalf divide wluit I have to say 
to you into two letters ; you will tlms be able to read one at 
youxibreekfasty and the other when you ta<ke a w iff in the after- 
noon. Wishing you many a comlbrtable one^ I am, gentke- 
wen, your faittliil iriend, TITUS TRUEMAN. 



To the Freeholders of the County ^ W^. 

Genti+emen, 
A CORKBSVOJ4DENT, ^ho sigos bim^l^V JifflU^i/lW Ui JBt 
letter addressed to me, has made some very ijp|ip9r4iMflt aft- 
qulries^ and irysinuated some very i^.portant i|j>f(v;m^tioq. It 
Js important in whichever way we view i^; ^otb as it cos- 
j^ects the person who is the chief object ^f^aqwy^aod inons 
especially as respecting yourselves, wl^oJtiav^ \q d^idc QfMm 
the principles and tlie cop duct of the .seyerf^I .CandidalMf 
who hav« come forward to solicit your cboiqe ; 'Wd al^o th^ 
world and pos^qrity who will in,tlij/i tinstaace b^^guid^ bf 
your decision. 

.To the inquiry made .respecting the reaaon of 4;n^ ^^jr 
ing my observations on Messrs. Fisber'^ and BEtn^t^j^y 
counts,, my correspondent must recoU^ct, tb^t I dis^tUiQll^ 
stated that there wcr^ sopie particulars in the acqouat w<biob 
1 did not understand, 1 am in full possessiop of them Dowj 
and w^hen 1 i^ext address you it will be.on.th^t.su^bject. WaUi 
respect to the pfiensive epithet of jJiar^5,.and the disi}epiita- 
;l)le character given of the freeholders. of Wilt/s.by Mr« Jfe- 
jieu, on rthe s^ore pf integrity, it is probabje ^^t suq\i i^for 
£uage did taJie place; it was ^ y^ry i^aturi^l ,r^p1y to Mr. 
Pisher^^ observations op tl^ want. of society Jlf Mr. j^.t$#H4 
J am a perfect stranger in the county, I shall baifanp |>Qfii99 
to , associate with ; Mr. Benett jiiay be -easily coqceii^ fP 
jiave said, '^ So much the better for yon, you will find.t^ 
Wiltshire farmers a set of,t(ii;s, that,;and t'o^bi^r;'' and kfi 
might s^y sharks. So .much for^l^e pa:p))abiUty.qf.tbe U)|i|^ 
]>in the case is rendered JTzoreprpbable, from .the bad tf&^^a 
pn which Mr. B^pett hadb^^n living, with some of hfs ^« 
jQiiera; be conceived be had b^^n^ijl ^^d by tth^m ; tb^l^ 
bit him ; be thought no name too b^d for tbepi, and \ie t^ij^ 
ltd them sharks. So much for the ^r^o/er probability .of jhc 
case. But I consider it as fuliy established, that Mi^- B^P^U 
did sfQT in answer tp Mr. Fishei's regret tiiig .the y^ant pf^^p- 
ciety," So ipuchtbii better, you wiJi find the WilUibif^imn 
^arks, who will bi^e ypu thrpugji.bpth.ears ifypi) ^PpH ^e 
care.'' 1 do not mef^jy bflieje ^O^t j>ftr,^eMU IMlSittef 
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because of Mr. Fisher^s assertion/ but from the way in wliich 
Mr. Benett endeavours to get rid of it, there is guilt id it. 
,Had he said, ** I never said so/' and left it, I should have 
liked It better ; bu^ when he says, *• I could not. say so," it 
staggers me. He had the faculty of speech as formerly ; he ' 
bad the same good liking (and probably some of it not un- 
merited) to the faVmers as before, and no doubt the same in* 
clination to express it. ** Did you xteal that lump of sugar T* 
said the mother to the child; " A^o, /di</»<ol," says the daugh- 
ter. " You're sure you didn't .*" says mamma ; " / couldn%" 
says little sweet tooth,' though she had hands to take it, 
teeth to chew it, an inclination to set them a going; the sugar 
gone, and the maid says she saw her take it? Against all 
this, you would think, " / couldn't do it," a very unsatisfac- 
tory account of how the sugar became invisible. This is 
precisely the evidence with regard to the ^Aar/t^, and I think 
it must be believed that Mr. Benett did call the farmers of 
Wilts by that name. " Bite through both ears \" What an 
idea! I pity a poor head in such a situation. How his eyes 
must look at the moment ! Very little time. then to think of 
" birth, parentage and education I" What " ecstatic joy" he 
must feet just as the shade gave a bite; and how it must re- 
vive him, if at the same time "the sun was scattering around 
him in rich profusion the rays of the morning!" How he 
must wish for a change of situations with the Old Moon* 
Raker, drinking his exhilarating glass to the memory of dear 
1772, and partaking of all these 

<' ecstatic joys, 

** Allied to bustle, bii t averse to noise \" 

What ^< Inquisitive" may have heard about another dis- 
carded farmer of Mr. Benett's, it is impossible for me to sav; 
he should recollect, by the way, that ibere are always two sides , 
to a story, and if he were only obliged to hear as many as I am 
eompel!c(l to listen to, from morning to night, he would wish 
his head in the shark's mouth in less time than the Moon-Raker 
is going to Swindon^ though that is often while the clock is 
striking one i ! I should be sorry so to lend the name of '^ my 
adoption," to any thing that would, in the slightest d^ree, 
misrepresent the character or conduct of Mr. Benett* I be- 
lieve ii to be the feeling which the Candidates have towards 
each other. Mr. Wellesley's character and cause stand in no 
need of lies to secure justice to the one, and success to the 
other. I seek no undue advantage, I will take none ; the pri^ 
vilege of doing this, I concede to the Old Moqn-Raker. My 
** Inquisitive" friend must tell those who gave him the info^^- 
mation respecting Norton farm, that as far as my recollection 
goes, the lease of Norton farm was granted by Mr. Beoeti's 

K K 
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fslbet wlifcn be vfhB dyinf^y^hen he itas near dealh. The 
tbiriy acres to wbibb ^ fefef^ce is loade^ were inseiied in the 
leasee bot inserted by mistake, for the thirty acm myet did 
bdong to tbe fftrm let to Powell. If my jnemorj be correct, 
M difierences were compromised by Mr. Benett*s allowing 
Mr. FoweTt iMriy pounds per annum for the thirty aeres* 
Witb regard to tbe minister and the tythes, I have ever under* 
stood that the great tythes belon/e^ to Mr. Beneit, and the in* 
cumbeiit has a portion of land in lieu of tbe small tythes. If 
the clergyman accepts of something instead of his fythe, he can 
surely have no just ground of complaint against eitl>er the 
landlord or the tenant) that he had hot received them. I can . 
see nothing in the transaction with Powell, or the minister, 
that can, in any degree, attach blame to Mr. B. I rather think 
tbe contrary. As to the turning out the other tenant, I re* 
tliember the circumstance, and I cannot help saying, that Mr. 
ISenett's summary way of dispossessing his tenants, is by no 
meansjCompatible with the character of a good landlord. 1 
am cl^rly of opinion, that until Mr. Benett's character is 
cleared up 9s a landlord, no Wiltshire yeoman can, with any 
degree of credit, give him a vote. It is to be lamented, that 
tbe Old Moon-Raker should, either from want of ability or 
aseal, have ever taken up his master's* cause in this v^ay, being 
kis agent, and receiving so. much par Ijne for everyone ho 
writes; One charge disproved, would have done Mr. Benett 
more real service, than his perpetually asserting, what in tbe 

S resent state of things, nobody can believe, and which the Old 
Toon- Raker would, in other circumstances, be the first to laugh 
at them for believing. 

. On the subject of r££gfoi?, which my correspondent men- 
tions, I know not what to say. I acknowledge t have heard 
much-^more than 1 bad auy desjre to hear ; and, considering 
tbe quarter from whence it came, it carries with it the ap« 
pearance of truth. God forbid I should judge any man; I 
have been told that Mr. Benett has the same views of religion 
which his father had. I never confessed his.father ; I do not,f 
therefore, know from himself what were his views ; I never 
exchanged a word with Mr. Benett in my life; 1 therefore, 
cannot knpw from his own lips what are his opinions on the 
same important subject. In this uncertainty, with regaid to 
the opinions of others, I will give you my own ; aad I believe 
thenj to be strictly conformable to the laws of the land. I 
am clearly of opimon that no mfkn who denies the existence 
of a God, consequently the inspiration of the Holy Scriptures } 
who disbelieves the ddctrine of the Trinity, cgnsequeotly the 
divinity of Jesus Christ, and tbe efficacy of his atopenieQli 
cw be at all eUgibte to bcM 4wy pubM^ $tatios> and far lesa 
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that of a legislator. Oae almost shudders at the idea of a 
man acting as a magistrate and administering an oath, which 
derives its solemnity from the Qospel on which it is taken , 
and which he believes to be afabie, and the worship itenjoins 
h farce f I do not s(^, gentlemen, that the principles I have 
mentioned are those of Mr. Benett ; it i^ said that he holds 
some of them ; but how^ with the general d^ubt and suspi* 
cion that is attached to Mr. BenetCs fakh, or rather the uumt 
of itf any minister of the establishment could promise hint 
a vote; and how^ without a full and explicit declaration 
of his bel^iefy in those important articles of our commoB'faitfa^ 
any Christian can give him a vote, is what I cannot'now^ nor 
ever shall be, able to reconcile — with the duty they owe their 
Creator^ their country, themselves, and posterity. The free- 
holders have a right to demand %n avowal of Mr. Benett'a 
tenets; for who would entrust a man accused of having iro 
reUgioHy with the guardianship of one on which all. our present 
and future happiness depends F A man, to whom the creed 
of Lucretius or Zoroaster, of Confucius or Mahomet, the 
mummery of Monkism, or the faith of Protestants, is alike 
important and indifferent I Suppose such a man in the Hous^ 
of Commons, and the interests of religion concerned ; so]^ 

Eose, too, that he had the casting vote; — -with all this, take 
is strong o]bjection to the mode of providing for the paro#- 
chial clergy*-r^hat fprbodiogs must fill the breast of every 
man jat all interested in the existenee of the Established Re^ 
ligion, or anxious for its prosperity » I hope Mr. Beoett is 
not such a man — I hope he is a good Christian; I know be 
has built a chapel ;^ but then I am also informed that he has 
not b^n at church since he was high sheriff, and that is uoif 
ten years ago. Perhaps I am wrong in this particular, bot 
the error is not wilful, and I shall be happy to correct it. 
Those who fire better informed upon the subject, can give 
me the means of arriving at the truth ; and you may depend 
upon it, gentlemen^ that I shall not withhold a tittle of it 
from you. 

To my frientj, *' J Constant Reader,** I return my grateful 
acknowledgments for his opinion of my writings, so freely 
and so kindly expressed ; and I will certainly avail myself o« 
his kind and hearty invitation.-«^It is a pleasure to stand 
high in the estimation of good men, espedaliy when that has 
been acquired by the dissemination of truth. I do not think, 
gentlemen, that from the first word I wrote to yon, to the 
pne I am pow writing, there can be one found that wonM 
even insinuate a falsehood, or mitrepresent a fact. I have 
nsed sarcasm, but never sopilisftry ; and the kind reccf>tion of 
my well-meant endearotm by yon, is more than snfficientibr 
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^tbe hours devoted to your information or amusement, or to 
both. 

When I made the observation in the postscript at the con- 
clusion of my letter, ITuU religion was a subject mth which 
we had no concern, that it rested between a matCs Creator and 
himself f I merely referred to sincerity/ in religion ; so I under* 
stood the import of the question to be; I never conceived 
tfalit it referred to a man wkh no religion at^all ! if my cor- 
respondents will not put their Questions r^ht, bow can it be 
expected that my answers should at all correspond with their 
desires. It affords me the highest gratification to know, that 
you believe me your faithful friend, 

TITUS TRUEMAN. 



GENERAL ELECTION. 



To the Freeholderi of the County of WUt9. 

Gbntlbmen, 

As the time is now near when the Candidates for your re- 
presentation will come to the poll, I feel myself called upon 
to thank the county at large for the high honour they con- 
ferred on me at the last election, and to express my confident 
hope that, through the exertion of my numerous supporters, 
I may be again placed in the enviable situation to which I 
have once more the presumption to aspire. 
' My heart can never be sensible to the high compliment 
which has been already paid me, by so large a reserve of 
votes, in quarters where 1 have nol had an opportunity of 
personal application, and my gratitude must ever bear testi- 
mony to that distinguished sense of liberality to which I was 
jDot deceived in trusting while I remained at my post in the 
House of Commons. 

Tlie numerous and independent offers of individual exer- 
tions in my favour, of freeholders bringing up votes free of 
expense — the gratifying and disinterested services of friends^ 
increasing their zeal with the approach of the striig^Ie— de- 
mand a more warm expression of feeling than it is in my 
power to convey. I can assure them it is not in the full sense 
of my obligations to them, but in my own expresALion of it 
that I am deficient. 

I stand on my own grottnds«-*on the independent interest 
of the countv*-Hthat interest which first recognised my pre- 
tensions, and which I am now agi^in soliciting— thut interest 
which is alone my prop and mv dej^endence, and by which 
I shall be always proud to gtiind against any other species of 
support. 
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For my public conduct I can only say I have acted up« 
rightly to the best of my judgment on ail occasions. I claim 
no merit but that of having acted honestly, and t make no 
promise but that of continuity to do so. 

Begging your attendance in my favour, on the days of 
nomination and election, and warmly alive to the value of the 
feeling which has been manifested toward me, 
I have the honour to remain. Gentleman, 

Your faithful and obliged servant, 

Chippehham, June fi, 1818. PAUL METHUEN. 



To the Freeholders of the County of Wilts. 

A REPORT having been industriously circulated, evidently 
for the purpose of injuring> Mr. Metniien in the opinion of 
the freeholders, that he had coalesced with Mr. Long Wel- 
lesley, in consequence of a card left by Mr. Tanner with Mr. 
Joel Rowden, of Clarendon, 1 beg to state that on the I7tb 
of March last, as principal agent to Mr. Methuen, I wrote to 
Mr. Tanner, of Salisbury, a letter, of which a copy follows :— < 
'* Dear Tanner, I understand you are engaged for Mr, Long 
Wellcsley, and I think you may serve my friend, Mr. Methuen, 
at the same time. Send me word if you cannot get the second 
votes of those you have already canvassed. 1 am, dear Sir, 

your's truly, Anthony Guy." ^To which letter Mr. Tanner 

sent the following answer : — " Dear Guy, I do not feel that 
I can, consistently with my engagement with Mr. Wellesley, 
interfere in any way on behalf of Mr. Methuen. I am, dear 
Guy, your's truly, Jos. Tanner. Salisbury, 19th March, 

1818." Since this no communication or correspondence 

bat taken place between us, and I beg most unequivocally to 
declare that to my certain knowledge Mr. Metheun has not 
coalesced, either directly or indirectly, with either of the 
Candidates, nor does he intend so to do. I beg to add, that 
many professional gentlemen io. the county have acce'^ted 
double agencies, and therefore I c<insidered myaiplf at liberty 
to make the above proposal to Mr. Tanner. 

Chipptnham, June 13, 1818. ANTHOiNY GUY. 



To the Freeholders of Oe County qf Wilts. . 

Gbntlbmbn, 

It would be with very sincere regret were I unnecessarily 

to disturb the tranquillity of this great county. Since the 

notificatron of Mr. Benett's first address, I have endeavoured, 

perswaUy, to pay my respects to all the freeholders of tj^e 
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eountjr, nor shall I cease to continue my canvass till the day, 
of election comcnences. 

I look forward to the successful termination of the contest 
in which I ain engaged, with aa much confidence as I do to 
the day of a public meeting, wheal shall stand before the 
county courting inquiry into every part of my conduct. 

The independence of my public conduct ; the desire which 
I have shewn throughout my canvass of using no undue influ- 
ence, has been the means of my securing such a majority of 
promised votes, as must satisfy the county at Jarge tha( tried 
public conduct is preferred to vain expressions. 

No low can reprobate mpre strongly tha^ I do the dis« 
graceful method of advocating a cause by the mean^ of 
QDppyflfiovs p4)blicatioas : never having saoeMned any oHe of 
tb«(»e i^ritiogp, I owe it to my own ^cnar«ct«r to declare 80, 
tbns p9blicly- 

I have the honour to be, Gcnilemeo, 
Voor 0)ost obedient and very bumbte tktfvmtf 

W. LONG WELLESLEY. 
Marlborough, June 11, 18 1&. 

P. S. Mr. Calley having some time since informed me a 
report existed that I paid the expenses of a publication sign- 
ed by Mr. Fisher, and which having been again circulated, 
I thin): it necessary now to declare that such a report is an 
infaqious falsehood. I have never had any communication 
with Mr. Fiiber whatever, nor to my knowledge have any of 
my friends, agents, or persons connected with me in any way. 

(COPY.) 

Thomas Pike, of Heytcsbury, having been iDformed^ 
there is a letter signed Tkomas Pike, in the Salisbury Jourosd 
ot the 8th of June, in which letter it is stated ^faat my masier, 
Jolm Gale Everett, Esq. threatened to turn me out o£ his 
&Dp\oj if I did not give my vote for his friends Mr. Methwen 
a^d Mr. Benettc Mr. Everett made use of po threats to rae 
on the occasion; nor was the letter which appeared in the 
Salisbury Jowrnitl ivvntten by me, or the conteQts of t^ie let- 
ter made known to me, nor was I in the parish Mrhen it was 
written. The Mark of -f- THOMAS PIKE. 

WitRe««esy— Oea. Smkk, JesepJ^ Reddrop. 
Heyiesbury^ JuneO, I8l8. 

J, Srpf HBN NpKp,^«i ready at any time to qome forward, 
and f«Qt€, ^hw mj 99iK that* Iptter in tb^ Salisbury fmr- 
nfi Qf %W m Wtw>, ^igwd « Tiios. Pijj/^ wa3 writtc^^ 
dictated by me, STEPHEN NOKE. 

Heytesbury, June 9, 1818. 
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To the PHntere qftke SaUsbmry and Wineheiter 
J&utndl. 
Gbntlemen, — I am reqnested by Mr. Timbrcll, of 
Trowbridge, to state thnt the original letter, signed " fho$. 
Pile" is at my office for inspection. The following is Mr. 
Timbrell's letter to me, which I beg the favor of you to in- 
sert in your next Journal, 

And am. Gentlemen, yofur most obedient aerrarit, 

Salisbury, Sunt 1 3, 18 1 8. G. BUTT. 

Dear Sir, — A printed statement hayine; been published^ 
signed " Thomas rike," denying writing tne letter alluded 
to in one of Mr. Wellesley^s addresses, it should be answer- 
ed immediately, and for that purpose I send you the original 
letter, that it may be made use of in any way that may be 
thought proper; and to state that it may be inspected at your 
of&ce, or at the office of the Printers. — " It is true the poor 
maq did not state in such letter that his master threatened to 
turn him out of his employ if he did not vote for Mr. Me- 
thuen and Mr. Benett; but the letter states that such threat 
was made use of if he did not vote for Mr. Eenett. 

I remain, your's truly, THOS. TIMBRELL, Jua, 

Trowbridge, June li, 1818. 

You will be pleased fo observe the Hei/iesbur^ post^mark 
on the letter. 



To the Freeholders qfJhe County of Wilts. 

Gentlemen, — ^A few weeks ago, having sent off sone 
large orders, 1 sat down, in great good hnmour, to thy ae- 
Gustomed pipe ; and my thoughts running on the ensuing 
eleetion, 1 soon perceived what was the true gvestion at issue 
"between the independent freeholders of Wiltshire, and a 
number of gentlemen who bad assumed that ihet/ were the 
persons best qualified to direct who should represent this 
eonnty in Parliament. I thought it, therefore, my duty to 
bring this matter oat clearly and explicitly before you. In 
doing this, I saw no necessity to make a palaver about the 
honour of individuals composing a certain party, or the re-, 
speet in which I hold every of them when acting as nmgis* 
trates. It is not as gentlemen or as magistrates that we have 
now to do with them, but as a body of laen united in an 
avowed attempt to nominate and retorn a representative t6 
Parliament at their pleasure, securing to themselves all the 
advantages thence to be derived, at tm expense of depriving 
every Wiltshire freeholder of his birthright^ \ 
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I used the term '^ Quorum" as a term whicb^ by comnioii 
use, has acquired an aptitude of describing, pretty accurate- 
ly, and in a compendious way, the men and their preten- 
sions ; which I warned my brother freeholders effectually to 
resist. On this single point I founded my reasonings in fa- 
vour of returning Mr. Long Wellesley, as this is the only 
step now left us by which to secure our future independence; 
ana if this be not done at the ensuing election, Wiltshire 
must take its place in the same class as Cornish boroughs. 

These are plain facts, gentlemen, and I have urged any 
of our opponents to contradict them if they can, or defend 
them if they dare. But no one has ventured a reply save a 
contemptible " Scribbler !" and he comes forth, confessedly, 
not to meet the statement with fair argument, but to throw 
a " random squib?" in hope, peradventure, that its hissing 
and' cracking would divert your attention from the question 
at issue. But the squib touched no one, spent its force in 
the kennel, and is gone out — oh ! proh pudor! 

It is nothing to you, gentlemen, that 1 sit here, smiling 
with a feeling of ineffable contempt at the clumsy- produc- 
tions of this squib-throwing " Scribbler" — nor would you 
pity me if I wer« as choleric as himself^ The question is, 
as 1 have plainly stated it, — Wellesley, and a future vote for 
Wiltshire freeholders, and their children ; or, Beneity and off 
with your hats and cringe to the ** Quorum." 

Let me assure you, however, there is no "Crabb"> in my, 
Uood: if the " Scribbler himself were (fitting at my elbow, 
I could lay my hand on his little ** sleak head," and pat his 
» forehead as coolly as I now do that of the puppy biting my 
ahoe. What a sapient look the cur has — how he wags his tail 
and snuffs his nose — so, there puppy, be off— that's enough. 

I have no sort of acquaintance with Mr. Benett, or with 
any of his agents. If any thing I have written appears like 
^' a personal attack" upon any of them, it is wholly inad- 
vertently. The '* Scribbler" wrote his first paper so much^ 
like a lawyer's clerk, that I was involuntarily led to identify 
him in imagination with a spruce little fellow whom I once 
knew of that profession. If the "Scribbler" acquired his 
sort of lawyer-clerk-slang by too much familiarity with the 
" Quorum" or their underlings, 1 trust I shall be excused, 
and only advise him to improve his language by keeping bet- 
ter company in future* 

It is good fun, gentlemen, to see the " Scribbler," with 
his squibs, bouncing about, crying, '^ vendvtt," '' malignant 
temper," " spitting venom" again and again I Some might 
think he bad run away with my spitting dish, he raVes so 
much about "spitting." But all this shews he has absolutely 
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$mtkif^ td sajr in the. ymy '6f argitte^t He pm only 
thr^w a ''ituidom jquib" or ta, hannless enovob when ooee 
th6.8tink is gone out. My son has translated his Latio, and 
says it means '^ two of a trade can never agree/' Humpl 
I hope the ^'Scribbler'' has not the impudence to put htmself 
on a level with a *^ Clothier/' 

^* But, genftleqaeny to the point, ''says the ''Scribbler/' 
iWell, Sir, say honestly, theii, is it better to place our votes 
now and hereafter at the disposal of the '^ Quorum/' or tQ 
reserve them in our own hands for the future use of our* 
selves and our children i That is the point at issqe. Gen* 
llemen. Does the '' Scribbler" come to it like a man ? No> in* 
deed! He whines out something about *^ unchristian4ihe^ un* 
gentlemanly, and unmanly;" he cries out about ^' hurt feeU 
mgs," and assures you he is no ^'Marplot;" poor fellow; Ad is 
in none of the secrets of the " Quorum !" so, then, (would yott 
have thought it?) his friends set him ai scribbling without tell- 
ing him what he should write about! He was only bid to 
throw " random squibs" in the dark ! no wonder he mistook 
a dothiisr for a crad-tree, and the sober produce of any even« 
ing pipe for animal "venom." . . 

- ^ut 6e adds, "the plain question before us is, whether wa 
shall elect out parliament man from our own gentiTi or whe« 
ther we shall suiTer a stranger, a person from the Dewts Ane 
a Pe/iA:, who happens to haye a foyig ptir^e, to step forward 
and fill that situation ?" Now,, gentlemen, to say nothing of 
the classic purity of the language^ and tlie unequalled ele- 
gance of the style of this notftble paragraph, you will' allow 
me to tell the " Scribble/' that though this may be ^ qud'- 
litm with him and his fraternity, it is notj on the present oc* 
casion, the question to which the attention of Wiltshire free* 
holdeirs ought to be directed. 

. It is of little moment whether the " Quorum^' be pleased 
to nonftinate ^'ojie ^ their own gewlry — (a very.jweWjf 
phrase, and X)erif descrwtive^l think gentlemen^ Mr. " M ar-^. 
plot"cfo<^ know M>f7tmtii^ aboat these matters, thdngh he 
]M-etends ignorance, poor man)— I was about to sttv,it niU 
signify little to us or to our children, whether the ^ Quorum^ . 
nominate "one of lAeir omn gentry/' or Astmnger from H 
Johnny Groaf 3 House; With any purse or no purse at alh 
If they are to nominhte, " direct," and return our repteienta^ 
^ tivej uiere's an end to our voting tt an independent body* 
We must desqend fironi the. station ;oecnpi^ by onr forefa^ 
thers, and sit heacefortli ailipng «our worthy copipecrs of 
X;<frWall. . . ' 

This, brother freeholders, iff tlie perdition llith^vihifBh otir 
independence is threatened ; this is. the point to which the 
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niaooeamt of the "^' Qooniih'' are carrying m^ Ifany geiv* 
tleoMUi appear* for oar deliverance^ possessiDg nerves sireng 
toougb to pass through the showers qf '* random squibs/* it 
can be no'valid objection that he '* happens to have'* a pcrrse 
long enongh to maintain the conflict* This latter is a qualifi- 
oation, which {by the manifest direction of their squibs) appears 
most of all to provoke the opponents of Mr. Long Weltes- 
ley. They always continue to have 'a fling at it — and with 
good reason ; for the contest lying between a whole ^* Quo* 
rum*' against an individual, they would presently exhaust an 
ordinary purse. 

Gentlemen, suffer me to hope you will neither be scared 

by s<jttibs nor misled bv false fights. Stick close to the 

^veifioji— Wellesley, and independence hereafter for your 

cbildrenV children;--- or, Benett, and a place among Cornish 

boroughs* 

Keeping .in mind this short and trpe view of the question^ 
at issue, you will elect Wellesley this time as your deli* 
verer from'^ Quoruoi" influence; and, if be behave in Par- 
liament like a true independent English gentleman^ as his . 
outset among us gives every reason to think he will, you will 
dioo^e him again as a testimony of your unhesitating appro* 
bation and confidence. 

Trowbridge. "^ A CLOTHIER. 

WILTSHIRE ELECTION. 

Thb following is the letter written by Mr. Long Wellesley 
.to Mr. Atherton, and alluded to by the former gentleman 
io his address to the freeholders, dated 1st of June iostant| 
which appeared in our last week's paper : 

''SiH,— I only yesterday had conveyed to me a printed copy 
of tl]« resolutions proposed by you at the dinner at Marlbo- 
rough. I thiok these reldutions do honour to any man of 
indenendence : had I attended that dinner, I most assuredly 
shoitid have given them my humble support. 

'^ I did not attend the dinner at Marlborough, because I was 
aware, that it was, in fact, a dinner given to Mr. Benett, aot 
for the purpose of celebrating the inde^udence of the county 
of Wilts.— If any dinner should be ^ven in the county, at 
which I may attend as a candidate for the honour of repre- 
jentb^ the county^ I shall fc^ it my duty to propose your 
resolutioQs.-^You are at full liberty id mak^ this letter as 
public as possible. . I {^D, Sir, vecy faithfoHy, 
' *' W. L. WELLESLEY.'* 

^ Cirmeesier, i9th Mat/, 1818.'' 
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• *' Wb might hare hoped that lh« contest for Wiltahrre, in 
vrliich the candidates are two gentlemen known and re- 
spected in the county, and another of high birtb> professing 
his intention hereafter to reside within its limits, would have 
proceeded witliont any vioiation of that decorum to which 
even in the deadly conflict an honourable mind will, scrupu- 
lously adhere." Old Moon-Rakbb, June 8fA. 

'' If in this early stage of the contest, angry words and 
harsh expresstond have been resorted to, the opponent^ pf 
Mr. L. Wellesley may thank themselves for it; as 1 will ven- 
ture to assert, than no gentleman of decent character, fortune, 
and connections was ever before assailed with such foul and 
unmerited abuse. The scandalous tales which have been 
circulated respecting him, have been ail sufficiently refuted, 
and the propagators of them have lowered their tone; but 
some pf the writers against him, though they affect modeca* 
tion and candouri cannot yet conceal their deep-rooted ma« 
lignity." Nativb, May 25^A*. 

To the Printers of the SaHAury and Winchester 
Journal. 

Gentlbmbn,-— After a perusal of the two paragraplM^ 
above quoted, your readers will be sufficiently' informed by 
the latter, why the hope expressed in the former has not been 
fulfilled. 

In any observation^ ^hich I may have made on the Old 
Moon«Raker's writings, I have confined myself to the part 
be has taken in the present contest ; to any other act of his 
life, I have not directed a thought. His insinuations, which 
refer to '^awriter^' in the present contest, cannot with justice 
be direct^ tome; but as I have twice in my Jife attended 
at public meetings in which Mr. Hunt took a part, and as, 
your correspondent attempts to convey a heavy charge, 
which might be supposed to arise out of some such circum- 
stance, 1 have thought, that though his attack mavbe pointed 
to another quarter, part of his bitterness may be designed 
for me. I- shall therefore explain my conduct. Twice only 
tiave I ever attended at political meetings; first at Salisbury, 
nine years ago, when the same resolutions were adopted which 
had been previously passed at a large meeting in Hampshire, 
and which had been there seconded by Mr. Cbamberlayne, 
the present member for Southampton. The meeting at Salis- 
bury was regolarly convened by the Sheriff— it was attended 
by a numerous body of respectable persons' from various^ 
parts of the county : there was no disturbance of the peace 
that I heard of; and as soon as the meeting terminated, I 
quitted the city with some of my neighbours. 
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The other tneetiM I aUude to (irbicfa can scaroel7> he willed 

ehtical) WW held at W»rmin»ter, on the subject of the Cbnt 
iws. I attended, without lEOowiBg who woold b« present, 
apd without any previous armngement; norhaS I commu- 
nication with any one but what arose in public discussion. 
I have nothing to regret in my conduct on that business ; 
bat 1 wiU not enter farther into it (unless forced itt selfl 
defence) than to say, that I was thanked for my candour and 
courtesy by those who were opposed to me; nay, the very 
person who is supposed by some to be the Old Moon-Raker • 
ittet me n company a short time afterwards, and was pleased- 
to compliment me on the part I bad taken. 

I never in my life attended at any political dob or society.;. 
Jl never was engaged in any political transacUon hut those> 
already mentioned; and never published a sentence on any. 
politictd subject, unless the CornBill and the present contest, 
can be deemed such. Can it then be said of me that lam 

.nrw^frbV."oieT/r' '''°'^"''' ''"''""^ ''^ ^"'''' 

tJife*''?? ' *».''«''"'**" •"!« ^""^ « ''•d" circulation 
than I should myself have given them, such a practice is not 
U7-»° electioneering annjds: the Moon-Raker can infohn 
^wL.T^'"* !*P^°'* *«».perio^icalJucubrations have beed 
^nnii 'l^ut *y»'e°l«'i«>"y circulated, throughout the 
county. I haye never in my life been paid for any thinir I. 

^nLI'^T' »«'-»fa«'l ^r »he present occasion ,^„K 
expectation never entered my head; I repeat—/ W lo 
pmate purpose to answer. ^ i aace na 

„ ^ntbe motives of policy which maybe nupposed to in. 
flo«,ce the nublic conductV persons taking Krt *p tS 

tTons^drr/T'l'Tf"^ "y ^^"^'^ «ad cS.^S. 
«ons^ hut I declarft that I have never intended to caU in 
^on the private character, or impeach the honoS if 

; Ihave no wish for any "reputation" beyond that wbioh 
SfvJw^' H^y neighbours, anS all who k Jew me heir « 
have had transactions in business with me, may be disposS 
to allow me. I do not desire to shelter mysetf from e^m^ 

TertX^uStyX'"''''"''"^'*"^'*^^ 

to^^fil!^ y^^'^l ' '^"•"J' °° "°«5 ^^^ i "haJi he ready 
|me«Tpkcr^'^ and give apyexplauations at the ^^J, 

Jftmj,Geotl^a»^yoor», &c. . 

■' -.4 NATIVE. 
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2b the Old Mom Baker. 

Sir, - . ' 

1 HAVE never sullied my real name by becoming the pro- 
pagator and sOpporter of " slander and falsehood r and the 
same determination has been my guide during the assump- 
tion of a^crirfoi/$ appellation. . 

• I have not been induced by any candidate's '' superior 
wealth" to become the supporter of his cause : 1 do not con- 
sider him '* responsible for the sentiments which I express, 
or the^observations that I make on the events now happening; 
in our county." I owe him no obligations, and he shall place 
me under none. My support of his cause has been voluntary,' 
honourable, consistent, and nnbiassed— and you are, there- 
fore, at the least, uncourteous to treat with general disrespect 
all the advocates of j\f r. Wellesley because one of them might 
have fitted, a little too unceremoniously, the cap upon your 
brows. Be assured. Sir, independence extends wider thaa 
the interest of vour idol, and some of its best advocates will 
eventually be* found supporting the gentleman Mr. Benett 
calls his " opponent**' 

In all probability you will continue to believe that yowi 
arguments remain unanswered; but it is very evident those' 
dfycmr correspondents stand uncontroverted. And even ad^ 
fitting that they had failed to ^' vindicate the pretensions 
of one candidate," is is very certain you have produced no. 
reasons whatever for " the preference you shew to another/' 

In the letter immediately preceding your last, you have 
attempted an apology for electioneering clubs ; and because 
their members did not co//ec//re/y use much interest on two 
or three recent occasions, you award them support, and en- 
deavour to insure them approbation. But, Sir, you are not 
so ignorant as not to know, that if in principle and design, 
these institutions remain as they were^ that their strength is 
become contemp^tible, and their power of doing mischief 
contracted; and if^ at the election of Mr. Methuen, the sig- 
^ifi^ resignation of Mr. Lone, and the preconcerted offer 
6f Mr. Benett, they did not call together their deserted and 
"h^^'u*^^' bands— It was because they dared not. And al- 
though Mr. Benett is generally supposed to have relied upon 
their support, he would inevitably have lost all chance of 
arucceedmg m the object he contends for, if the clubbists had 
dared to propose him for our choice, ilence it is that they 
-^are compelled to use, individually, that sort of interest id 

*nHl"J??*^*^Z?'*""^ '^^^^ ^^ Mr. Benett in hU last address mngtUuHu 
jJ^T^w'''^ .T opponcnt^-and nftiy not opponents? Is his intei^t ani 
^h^^f *** ^^^"r?*' *^* ^« ^^^ not My opponents? Ther^ is really 

Wtf^5;'4SSeJS^^ ^^ ^?^^*' ^^ '^^ ^ ''^^^ 



behalf of that gentleman wbiefa they cannot^ dare not, col- 
kctively attempt. 

Your estimate of the character wbich a candidate should 
bring with him when he solicits our suffrages, is perfectly 
correct and certainly conclusive. He should be enabkd to 
say, that he is better qualifred than his opponent ** by intel- 
lectual and moral qualities ;" he should l>e thoroughly tnde* 
pendent as to fortune; and should possess *^ ascertained a<>. 
quirements of general and local knowledge." Are you pre^- 
pared deliberately to affirm, and satisfactorily to prove, that, 
this character your favourite candidate is enabled to produce 
and capable to retain i — Are his intellectual and moral qua-^ 
lities so bright, that they must dazzle us into admiration ?^- 
Is his property so independent, that h has enabled him hitherto^ 
to pass through life without difficulty and without question ?' 
And is it as ample and as unencumbered, that we shall 
bave no fears for his independence, and no misgivings as to 
his professions, should he obtain the reward oi his present 
exertions-'a seat in Parliament ? It is nothing to tell ua 
that all these things are so— the freeholders of Wiltshirej 
want something more than mere assertions ; they require argu* 
itents, and expect proofs, to illustrate them. 

It is not a matter of course, that because a gentleman and 
bis father before him have always resided in our county, that 
be should make an effective tnember of parliament. It if. 
iiot a matter of course, that activity as a magistrate should, 
render him an able member of parliament. It is not a matter 
of course, that because his situation as President of an Agri*^, 
cultural Society has introduced him to agricultural men — 
because he has attempted to abolish tithes — because he has 
written and given evidence as to the supposed necessity oif 
^ very high prohibitory duty on the importation of corn, in 
which opinion neither the House of Commons nor tlie coun- 
try coincided ; — nor is it because he has manufactured his 
cloth, or makes his own ploughs, that he should of necessity, 
become an independent and efficient member of parliament. 
And yet these, or some of these, are the chances on which he 
throws for success — the foundations on which his hopes are 
constructed. Sir, it is very doubtful whether this gentle-, 
man's peculiar and all-commanding abilities are as conspi- 
cuous as you would wish us to believe ; whether his character 
may not possess more of speculation than solidity ; and whe- 
ther he is not too much wedded to one particular interest 
(the agricultural), duly to watch over the general well-being 
of society. It would also be highly conducive to our ad- 
vantage to be better informed than we are as to his pplitical 
creed, and especially with reference to that most mporiim^ 
measure — ^by general use denominated, Catholic em€mcipation» 
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If has been over and o^er agam asserted/ and again and 
again refuted, that undue influence had been put in practice 
in bebalfof Mr. Wellesley. I here. assert that influence as 
unconstitutional, as degrading^ as mean, and as contempti- 
ble, as ever disgraced the annals of an election contest, or 
soiled the character of a cause which has been miscalled in* 
dependeilty has been exercised^ and is exercising by the parti- 
sans of another candidate. I am not accustomed to make 
isssertions unless I possess the means of proving them ; and 
it is because I would not invade the ties of former friendship, 
and unloose the link of acquaintance, that I do not now 
hold up to public dishonour and to public discredit, the false* 
kaods that have been resorted to, and the influence that hasr 
been attempted by those partisans. From a participation jn 
these eontemptible efforts to support his election, I fiillj ac- 
quit Mr. Benett,— f know him to be too respectable even to 
rejoice should thev succeed ^r-but. Sir, rely upon it, the in- 
stance that has alreadv been adduced that this gentleman 
is fettered with some ill-judging, over-zealous, and not scru"> 
pttlous friends can be verv easily shewn and multiplied^' 
V#u may write nine more fetters but you cannot rail away 
my proof. 

As ^'csdumny and abuse are not the weapons with which I 
have combated," I deem no apology necessary for having 
again addressed you; and whetner you shall think it worth ' 
while to present us with ** No. 10" of your periodicals is now 
as immaterial as whether vou reside at Swindon, at Salisbury, 
oral Shaftesbury^. I shall continue to give my ^^ unbiassed" 
support to that cause I have attempted to vindicate, and I t)ave 
but few fears that my wishes wiU be gratified, and that " the 
triumph of the election is secure."— I am, Sir,^ your obedient 
servant, 

'^NeiUierHKRB nor THBRB.^^ 1818. 

* latettigence has just reached me that the Old Moon-Raker U really n^t th« 
gentlemaii I had supposed, and oiy authority b of that nature as to feel nwaelf 
quite satisfied that the writer in question-^neither Uves at Swindon nor Salis- 
Miry— M out qf the Coifia«.^Were I to give his name it would be considered 
nncourteous— -but it would not lessen his character— -for it is Mghly respecUble. 



Tq the Old ^kEaon-BaJker. 
Sir, — When a gentleman of character, of family, and of 
fortune, is wantonly if not maliciously assailed by the peds 
and the tongues of slanderous and violent men, it shoald be 
no matter of wonder to a mind like your's, that bis friendi 
stand forward to refute calumnious and scandalous misrepre- 
sentations, and to ward of the effects of some of the foulest 
aspersions that have ever been heaped on any individual* I 
conclude not in the nnmber of those friends the sappos<ed 
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IS none suchy) that may unfortunately chance to deserve the 
stigma which you have placed on bis ^'utidefended repitta^ 
tion." Although your observatioos on mj/ correspopdeace 
are probably oiore ingenious than candid^ yet there are soare 
parts of your addresses which I cannot but iiptice. If tho 
representation of Wiltshire ought not (as you say) to be the 
appendage of any house or of any fatnilyy I would ask. Why 
should the representation of this county be the birthright o£ 
^native of Wiltshire only? and why in particular the hirthrt 
Tighi of Mr. Benett i Why should connection of bb»d(uhi€h 
is a mere accideni of nature) give a better title to the neppe-t 
se0tation of a county than connectioa by marriage^. whi<U! ii 
the most honourable connection upoo^ earthy and which restg 
upon the choice and preference of the individual himself* 

But^venhere, taking yourself upon your own fallacidu» 
argument, allow me toask^ What is there in the bloddoi 
Mr. Benett that entitles him to ^'adulation/' such as that 
which you bestow on him? and what will be the degrada* 
iKHf into which the freeholders of <' Wiltshire will (as von 
declare) inevitably fall/' by preferring the blood of the Herd 
of Waterloo to that of the family of rythouse ? Id the pre* 
^ent instance it is ridiculous to make comparisons utbUod. 
If an observation on that subject had arisen from Mr# WeP 
iesley or his friends, it would probably, a^ the kaU harve bcea 
termed excueabletamitf\ but smce it has^ occurred with gom 
party, it is ujidottbtfidly understood to he. inexcusable nbsur^ 
diiy. Az to Mr.JSalinon and the magistrates,^ and your be^ 
lien and disbeliefs,, and the other worn-*out topics of yow 
two last letters, I rejoice that those topics ace set at perfecli 
rest {except byyourt^) and that every question which hae 
been raised to scandalize the character of a geatleoa^i 
and a man of honour, and of strict independence, and inte^ 
grity,has been so saAi»factorily answered, thai the very qiits- 
tions themselves have beea the means of serving his cause; 
and the answers have essentially contributed to place his et^*^ 
suing election bej^oiid the possibility of a doubt* 

I shall hot be singular in bailing, the day when that auspi- 
cious event occurs 1 The county, will then^ and not tiU then^ 
be relieved from* its present shackles and thraUom*. TherjB is 
not a Wiltshire man in existence wlio ought not most ahxi^ 
ously to pray for this desirable occurrence; and setting partr 
spirit aside, which I thank God I can do, I sincerely think 
that the election of Mr. Lon^ Wellesley, as a'i:epresentatiVc 
for the county of Wilts^ <'is a, consummation dcoaiOh/ to he 
wished:* 

VERITAS, Jr»nfor, 
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To the Editor of the SaUahury and Wineheiief 
Journal. 

Mr, Editor, — I am a freeholder of the counly of Wiltfi, 
and must own that, till lately, I 'have always felt a peculiar 
satisfaction in having property in a county, so distinguished 
and so respected throughout the kingdom for the liberal, 
gentleman-like,^ honourable, and pleasant manner in which 
Its public business has l;>een conducted, as long as I can re- 
member, I am therefore deeply concerned to witnes$ the 
change that has begun to take place, by a breach in the 
most in^portant part of it— that of its election of a repre^ 
sentative of the county in Parliament. There are* now three 
Candidates for that honour— all of whom have every pre- 
tension necessary-for the situation, except one: that one 
was in their power, if they had thought fit to have availed 
themselves of it; and th$y will have Cause, no doubt, in six 
months' time, bitterly to regret that they did not embrace 
it ; and it is — the approbation of a county meeting, where 
every freeholder in the county, who thought it worth hid 
while, might have attended, and held up his hand in favour 
of those two out of the three that he deemed most worthy 
of the situation. This is the mode of proceeding that has 
been the practice of the county for the last forty years, and 
in which Mr. Penruddocke, Mr. Goddard, Sir James Longl 
and Mr. Wyndham, &c. were elected ;. and so numeroui 
was the attendance of the freeholders on these occasions^ 
that the meeting has been held in the open air, for want of 
a room large enough to contain them ; and where every free- 
holder, as I said before, held up both his hands, if he liked 
it, for the mati of his choice. The observations, therefore^ 
of the writers in your and other papers, who call this keep- 
ing the county in a state' of bondage — and the members 
being chosen by a Quorum and by two clubs (the whole of 
which Quorum and pLubs alluded to do not consist, nor ever 
did, of thirty or forty persons altogether)— would i^e hardly 
worth noticing, if the assertion of the county being in a 
etate of bondage to them hgid not been so frequently re- 
peated, as that ignorant people may be induced to believe 
xhere is some truth in it: and one cannot but regret that 
this idea has been at least encouraged by, if it has not origi- 
.xiated with, persons whose respectability, one should have 
thought, would not have suffered them tp have counte- 
nanced so absurd a supposition. If the elections were so 
smuggled by thirty or forty person9> where were the remain- 
ing four or five thousand freeholders f where were all these 
/strenuous advocates for liberty, that so exclaim against 
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QotetAu sMi Hiuh^, ibaC tUe^ did dot oome Toitb, id .o|»p^«* 
•ition to such a monopoly of patronage i Why, Sir, they 
know that there is not a word of truth ia all this assertioQ: 
tbey know that cVfery freeholder had a power who cho^e it, 
anadid exercise the tight of voting, byholditig up his hand, 
as he pleased, at every obe of these electiotis. But, unfor- 
taaatelyi there are some classes of men in the county whom 
80 quiet| haralonious, social way of settling the business did 
pot exactly suit: th^y thought it very wrong that the Can- 
didates should put an advertisement in the county paper 
expressive of their intention to offer themselves, if approved 
of at a county, meeting; and await patiently the sense of 
such a meeting, and yield to its decisions : — there were no 
publid dinners, ho canvassing, no flattering Speeches, that 

fratificfd either their pride or their appetite— and no ale- 
ouses opened. Ambition is certainly a very prevailing 
passion ; and we must not be very much surprised to see 
men of good abilities, high character, and ample posses* 
$ions, tarried aWay by it. Such 1 sincerely believe tlie 
ihree present Candidates are. But will they permit a free- 
holder, without taking offence, to put a question or two to 
them ?- — they may answeir them, or not, as they please. It 
is supposed, that, if they stand a poll, the expense of U 
cadnet be much short of £0,000/. ea6h. Is there not isome 
danger that, however pure their intentions are now, they 
must, if successful, be obliged either to submit to priva- 
tions unbecoming the members of so great a county as the 
county of Wilts; or, what is stilV^orse, and which I am 
sure their honourable minds Would revolt at, to make a ^a* 
crifice of thdii* indepetidieftCe, if the ministers of the day 
^hquld think it worth purchasing ? or of becoming the toom 
of faction, wit^ a hbp6 of being rewarded hereafter ? t^er- 
. naps some of the Carraidates liiay say — ^^ We are in no fear 
of being so involved; for bur votes will be chiefly carried 
D^ bur mends, at their own e:tpense.'^ But it must imme« 
diately strike such a Candidate, that, in accepting their 
j;eiierous b£ler, he binds himself to fight their battle to the 
last vote, though his utter ruin be the consequience now, 
and at all future times; or to forfeit that wnich is still 
dearer to him-7-his honour: at least, t would recommend 
Ti^m 'to accept their bftier with a qualification to have aright 
to withdraw whfBiifever he pleases. Th^ next question I would 
ask the Candidates, is — Have they reflected on the incalcii* 
lable good that even half the interest only of 20,0002. will 
enable them to do to their ^oantry, when disposed of judi- 
piodsly, in support of public institutions in the county, and 
iprivatQ charities, b ladAittoq to Irh^rthey eypend that l/ray 
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f fc ptes»t^io«tead of eKpt^itifig it '^ %i m^in'miurm^ 
the inor«l3 wd distu rising lbi9 pefMe« of tim eolfotyf Tbt 
tbird question I would UkQ tbe liberty t^ a^k ^f tfeem, if— »* 
Have they coolly considered the consequence of lbi» conf* 
tt%U nahsmi they now, even now/ stop short ?>^^he ill blood 
they will crratA amoagat neighboara^^ibey all ha,we obilr 
drop) Jthe valu£ of this ^fiOOL to their younger cbildnsn i 
Would it not be mor£ for tbeir honour and happiness to catt 
'0n tbeir friends and agents to stop their unbecousing paper 
war — to meet together in a friendly way-trto jotn, in a r» 
i]|uiest't0 the shefiffy to call a county fneetisg, at ionie impar- 
^iai pi^iee, <in the middle of Salisbury Plaia, or Stooeheog^ 
if tkejr please), anfd to abide by mwtt the Higii Sheriff s&li 
declare to be the aease of tfa^t meeting'^w-to icease Ijheit «a^ 
^leavours to vilify and degrade all the most |«apectabi« mea 
ia the county in the eyes of tiieir teaanti ^and neighbours? 
^ueh language might 4o very well from 'Hunt ac Spafidda, 
iiM i« (ptally misplaced in a contest fot the county of Wibs. 
^-I trust I have said nothing in this letter chat tbey^ 0i 
ftny one else^ otta take offence at; if i hav«, I beg that 
iodividuaK« pa«doo. My bope is «o eooeiliaus-^Dot |p 
4nflatne^ I bav^ bow dooe, and Hihall take my leave, by 
aigniog'mysdf 

A FRIEND TO PEACE & GOOI>mLt. 



To ihe Printers ^f the Salisbury md WindieOtif 

Journal. 

1 TuusT tliat the attention of the freeholders of the CCninty 

will 'bt particulatly directed towards the last address of "iSf* 

' Long Welle^ley, ^nd that they will form a correct ^pdgment 

of the extraordinary production which it contains under tbe 

aighatuceof Tbos. rile: that judgment mu^ filso refer \s> W 

tiutbentic production of flie same person, Thomas Pikci pf 

Heyt^bury, which has since been published^ I readily ficquit 

"Mr. Wellesley bimself of suspecting that the paper which bo 

'sanctioned by malting it a part of bis address to the county 

was in fact i3Qai falsebood and forgery. Ope must lament th^t 

'tbe pretensions of ^ Candidate for the rjcpresentation of WU^t« 

shire should in any degree have been made, by bis too zealous 

friends, 4b«K»t>on ^acrili foundatioHs. 

' i b^ve a porponai wish aWthat tbe various letters addressed 
to roe in the varloua newspapers, and circulated through tbo 
county by the adhereiits of Mr. Long Wellesley^, at very great 
expense, should be attentively read by every freeholder. The 
task' will be laborious/ as the matter is nauseous and offensive. 
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^fa'e fbeholders cdnnot biit lament that the pretensi6ns of atiy' 
Candidate for the representation of Wilttbire should m any 
degree be made^ bj his too zealous friends, to rest on ffucfa 
foundations. 

Mr. Welleslcy is truly told that Mr. Everett, of Heytesbury^ 
is a member of the Deptford Inn Clab, and that Yiiih niany 
other gentlemen of the county he has undertaken to bring to 
the poll the freeholders of his own immediate neighbourhood 
in the interest of that gentleman's opponent, free of any expense 
to themsdves or to their favourite C^didate.' 

' Does a Candidate for- Wiltshiro deem it disgraceful to be the 
jnember of a club upon which its enemies cast no reproach, 
without admitting that when the independent freeholders 
wanted protection againstHhe pretensions of a single family it 
was found there, not in favour of one of their own members, 
"but in favour of a gentleman of North Wiltshire, till then un- 
.kBOwn to them ? Jts bitterest enemies admit that in some noea* 
sure the freeholdera are indebted to that club for the glorioui^ 
triumph of 1772. 

Dees a Candidate for Wiltshire deem it an objection to any 
gentleman^ that though not possessed of redundant wealth, he 
will concur with others in enabling his less opulent neighbours 
to offer their independent voices at the poll, without -expenee' 
to themselves or injury to their families ? Is that the homage 
which we might expect a Candidate to render to the inde-^ 
pendence of the county ? • 

Mr. Everett, of Hey tesbury, is too well known, and wherever 
Inown too much respected^ to suffer in his reputation from 
any publication. He is liot an oppressor of the poor, nor is he 
a tyrant to control* the freedom of those around him who 
flourish in his prosperity. Censure upon him must be founded 
in falsehood. The advantages to be derived to any Candidate 
from any aspersion cast upon his name, and upon other persons 
far inferior, to him, can be but momentai-y. They may be 
Tery malignant, but they cannot add to the triumph of aiiy 
tirtuous cadse. • . 

The day is fast apprsoching when the principles of the glor 
rious election of 1772 will be once more triumphant, <or when 
the representation of Wiltshire will once more be esteemed as 
an appendage to the honours of a single family. Wiio shall 
doubt of the result of such an alteruative ? 

I remain. Gentlemen, your constant reader> 

THE OLD MOON-RAKER. 

Szcindon, June 12^ 1818. 
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GEN^ERAL ELECTION. 

filess ttvery man on eartb| who ought to give— 

" Long may Long Tilney Wellesley Long Pole live V* 



To William Long JVeUesletfy ^c. <§c, ^c, Esq. 

Sir, 
' TiiAf the^oice of praise as well as flattery has its cfaanns in 
the eyes of men, I will not say wiser, but certainly older than 
yourself, and whose M^isdom has been more practically, conspi- 
cuous than your own, is a proposition I think no man will be 
bold enough to deny the full force of. I do not mention this 
as an- important, though trite truism, but 1 suggest this as a 
plausible extenuation of that vanity which has elated you be-. 
3nond the bounds of reasonable exultation and commou prn^ 
dence, and taught you to bail the pot-house scurrility of a cold- 
blooded libeller against your riyal, as the honest effusions of 
patriotism, and devoted attachment to your person. Having 
said this honestly on the one hand, I will act as candidly by- 
you on the other, and express my indignation at the manner 
in which you also have been treated, and cannot butUush for 
my county, when I consider the ofiensive line which has been 
adopted to exclude astranger from its representation. I shall 
not sully my paper bysfurther allusions to.those disgusting^and 
disgraceful transactions. But, Sir, you have laid yourself la- 
mentably open, and I am by no means astonished that you 
were attacked ; I only regret the mode of the attack, and that 
it was made unfairly. All the electioneering contrivance to 
defeat your sudden invasion of this beauorummed co\xnijy was 
indeed called forth bv your unguardea professions of motives* 
What were they ? Not your ambition of representing this in- 
clependent county ; not even your particular desire of repre* 
renting a county which had the honour of being selected from 
the; map of England for your enterprise ; but your selfish wish 
of restoring to the. house of Draycot (the house of Draycot in* 
deed) an heir-loom which it never considered as its own, and 
;which you would lose possession of, with every acre which 
■jou:have in the county, in case of your lady's decease. / Be 
assiired. Sir, this letter flows from no unfriendly pen, from no 
biied soribbler, but from one who has been a silent listener to 
all that has been said on this occasion ; from one who has seen 
too much of the follies and.frailties of human nature to expect 
perfection from any man, much less from a young man cradled 
•in extravagance, nursed in luxury, and placed by marriage in 
a situation at once the object of envy, flattery^ and jealousy. 
.You have not been used to tri^th, and perha[» it may not 
please you ; I will not press it too strongly upon you, as you 



•re more Itkely (o-receifc It profilnbly by not being at oaee 
overdosed with it. But, Sir, in the name of common seme^ 
who could make you insert all those diameters froyp your 
tenantry ; why, I thought at first it was Me^srs Day and Mar- 
tin, who were offering, theij blacking to the county, when I 
saw such a family of ptiA l>ranchitig forth from every t^otumit 
of tlie newspapers. Thus bad begins, but worse remsim be- 
Und ; yiMi have received no stain from all the filth tlml Has 
Ineir emptied upon you from the copious reservoir of yoar 
enemies, eqoai to the praise inflict^^d u|xm you by the venal 
i;oose-qoiU of Tiiu$ Trueman. You have . been eutof ised 
without being advanced by it; you have been earicatufed iib^ 
lotcntioBally by your bedanber; you have been satiriaed^ 
without finding it onl, by high-MUMling epithets and nnap» 
]ireEpriatecniogiums,<^^ Praise undeserved is aative in disguise'' j 
lo which yoar character has no claim, and your merit no ps^ 
lensioil* Such, Sir, is the value of the aerviccs which have 
been rendeied yon by the ravings of Tiius Trueman. That 
this fellow b paid there can be no doubt ; and 1 fear the couatty 
has aa little from whom the money comes. . Tku9 Truemam if 
a fine wMnding name truly, and the Jackdaw leaUy assumes a 
strut as he exhibits his borjrowed plumage, which, in a pite of 
a thonough want of conunon edacatiott, cummoa grammar^ 
aensmon decency, and common sense, makes one ahnost amcta 
with his pomposity, when so ludicrously contrasted with his 
own liiaignificanGe and stupidity. But, Sir, valuable as hit 
services -may have appeared, dearly as you have paid for tbeni^ 
has it never occurred to you, that the fable may be yet aea* 
lined, and this miscreont stripped of the feathers under which 
be has oonceaied or rather displayed his naitive vi^af ity and 
WOFthlessness ? What would your feeling be, Sir, it the meafi- 
est, the .basest, and most dirty motives could be brought tuane 
to that exioHer of your merits ; that in&mous and fained d^ 
lURiniator of your rivals? What if it should turn out to bb 
«character<of the lowest descrif^ion, the most revfoiting to4he 
^ tnanly ^llng of free«born Britons, a partner of Casiks and 
Ofioer,«iai6eaDd odious informer, a mere «py, as he admila 
btmself to be by the insinuations which he vomits forth, ^tb^ 
ing in some sink less foul than his disposition, the footstops wf 
another candidate from house to house, masrepresenting wMk 
downright falsehoods, and daring to call upon him to explain 
why he waited npon the agent of Mr. B^ett F Shall we net 
iairly conclude, that either this is a most malicious mul vast 
attempt to raise a cry of coalition against Mr. Methneii, or 
that 4bat gentleman is mad? What possible advantage €OuM 
a coalition be 4o him J The only efl^t would be, hu auin. ^ 
Xfais Tiius jfi-firmdM knows, and that 14 is good ground ^o^vnrk, 



AMo; But, Siff afl^lr M% candid ootiduot «ftd etfilali^fioii 
wfaicb Mr. Mtrthtien Mw fthewn and giv^, U woaUl/bs mnell 
more honourable to yoU| it would be more creditable to your 
bgents to haye rejected such miaerabie expedients, to bav^ 
trusted your case to the same fair means which have been before 
vvsorted to with success; and to have followed that fair ex* 
mnple which ha^ been so. handsomely set by oar preseat* I 
should say late representative. What, Slr» ifyou were farther 
to be told the reason of this fellow's antipathy to Mr. Methuen, 
and devotion to Mr. Benett? What, Sir, if you were to hear 
that the former offended hina by hot consenting to have his 
pocket 4>ickM of five guineas by paying that sum in advaiice 
/or an article which he never made^and which he actually did 
not know how to make, never^ beginning it, and never finishing . 
it ? What, Sir, if you were to hear th« sameJibeller had ori- 
ginally written a high panegyric of Mr. Benett, loaded with 
-abuse of f on, and only volunteered for your services becausf 
,h^ was rejected in^ another quarter? Sir, I say, if these facts 
jcould be proved, where are the praises and patriotism of TUu$ 
Truemanf If your eyes are not open, those of the county are^ 
Jbng before this, to the miserable motives of this convicted spy, 
ibii CHiver or Codies of Salisbury, sent probably by Govern- 
^ment to assist you in undermining the interest of the most indc- 
]>endMt Candidate among you ; this atrocious and despicable 
slanderer, who is more likely to he exalted. to that eminence 
which he merits, than you are to. attain the summit of youyr 
vaia and transitory ambition. Sir, I wUl not conceal the fact r 
Jthm is not the first letter that has appeared from me; I before 
ilddfcssed niyseLf in general terms of admonition towards Mr* 
^nettandyou; I gave you friendly caution; I told you ft 
rod was ki pickle, if fiecessary, every stroke of which should 
clra^v Uood. The scourge is still in my hand, and ready 
to make good its tbjreatenod and indeed merited castigatio:^ 
.But I ara once more disposed to deal lightly with your foi- 
bjes^and restmin that vengeance which the exanapleaf. your 
iohamfykm would audio^-ise. He is, as 1 l)efore said, safe in his 
.th<^toUgb insignificafice ; .but that insignificance will not^ 
«llteiid ils ae^ts on itK patron and renter. To attack him, I am 
iitwafe^ is like'' roUiiig a chimneysweeper in the mud ;" but for 
Hhts reason the county was not to remain in the dark 9^ to tb^ 
ytateutest tmifs of bharacter of its would-be patriot and satirist. 
, Now, Sir, I shall lake my leave for the present of you, arid 
ionot mone assuine y(PSL tliat I have as little <lesire to hurt your 
4Minga as I h«ve iolbention to permit Mr. Methuen ix> be run 
^o«ii jbgr ttftfair raspsicions, encouraged by aoooymoaa slan** 
;<ifiretii^ d seanain, Sir) your old aciiualDtanee^. 

VETERAN. 
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P.S. I signed taiyselPiti my last, The Friend of Mir. BeneU; 
but not art the expense of Mr. Methuen ; I have not altered my 
signature. Perhaps, with ray opinion, you have no right to 
, complain of the alteration. You may once more be assured 
that it is not Titus Trueman, employed by you or yonr agents. 
The county now knows the value of the writer from the cha- 
racter of the man. 1 have no wish to stop him ; let him wade 
on up to bis neck in ink, he will never be agaiii noticed :— ^ 

" Destroy bis web of calumny in vain, 
The creature's at hit dirty work again." 



Brother Freeholders ! — I did not intend to havetroubled 
you again, but that I think the letter, signed W. L. Welles* 
ley, in the last paper, is an attempt, and a gross one, to mis- 
lead the electors of Wiltshire. No man has stronger feelings 
of reprobation jfdr the conduct of this Mr. Everett than I have; 
but how can Mr. Benett be made in any way responsible for 
Conduct, over which he has no control ? It proves, therefore. 
Only this, that Mr. B. has, like the rest of the world, a friend 
more zealous than wise, and here is the sum of the delinquency, 
as far as it affects the cause of Benett ; unless, indeed, Mr. 
Wellesley is prepared to assert that he has no such injudicious 
, friend; unless he will go further, and pledge himself not t6 
'poll a vote which he-may have reason to believe was obtained 
by similar means. If he will not do all this, Quis tuUrit GraC'* 
chos de seditione querentes. , . 

Men of Wiltshire, 1 have heard of a dinner at Marlborough, 
of Mr. Wellesley 's friends, the price of which, including wine, 
^was five shillings a^head ; I have heard, also, that the enter- 
tainment was a sumptuous one ; that public singers and news- 
paper reporters were retained, and that a considerable party 
continued till after sun-rise, drinking French Wines^ Five 
shillings per man cover the expense ? impossible! By whom, 
therefore, was the surplus defrayed i If by Mr. Wellesley, to 
what an abyss of degradation are we sunk? Treating-houses 
opened for the freeholders of Wiltshire? Is this to be submitted 
to? Had such a proceeding taken place after the writ had 
issued, Mr. W.'s election would have been vacated by the 
treating-act ; and shall we be only honest by compulsion? * Is 
our independence such only as is enforced by penal laws, and 
not that which is the result of moral feeling i If it is, I shall 
curse the hour that provoked this contest, exposing, as it does, 
the nakedness of my native county — Not this the act of aa 
injudicious friend, over whom the Candidate has no control*-** 
not this the overheated and unauthorised zeal of a professiomil 
agent, — but a shaqieless atteoipt at corruption, broad and 
glaring as the sun at noon-day. 

Of Mr. Wellesley I repeat I know nothing, and am most 
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vfiWmg to believe tbai h« b the victm of bvA ai}iriae, in hi« 
interoomse with the jPFOiid. I have never beatd tt^at be has 
been j|;uiUy of anj thing unw^rlhy tbe charcuster of a gentk- 
man, or of the name of WeJlesIej; but tberfs it some secret 
agent that directs him to ill ; let^me^ then, tell this man, who- 
ever he ma J be, that his measures will be as devoid of success, 
as his machinations are devoid of principk; and that, unless 
Wiltshire has ceased to be what I can remcimber that it was, 
I may venture to quote to him from a celebrated author — 
^' He may bribe, but he will not seduce; he may buy, but he 
will not gain ; he may lie, but he will not deceive." . 

I shall wait most anxiously to hear, that Mr. Wellesley paid 
nothing more than his own«haite at the tavern at Marlborouglu 

A CONSCIENTIOUS FREEBOLDER. 



Tq my Brother Teomen and PreeJuM^^ of the 
County qfWtlU. 

Resfbctbd Friends, — As I am weU knevfo to paayof 
you, and, I trust, all who do kaow me consider mea peaceable 
man, a supporter of good government and civil order, no^ too 
precipitant; hitherto, tfaereford, I have premised no sut^port 
to either of our present Candidates, I have watched all their 
proceedings, from the bep;inniAg of their canvaee, and have 
seen much to find fault with, aad, in particular, my mind has 
been greatly ruffied ever since the appearance of a letter in the 
Salistniry Journal, signed W. Long Wellesley, purporting to 
be an answer to an advertisement of some of our respected 
magistrates. I was then,' and still am, much astonished that 
yf. L. Wellesley should so far forget what is due to good 
order and common courtesy, as to send forth amongst us a 
principle so dangerous to the couiitry at large, and even dan- 
gerous to the crown itself! Had I the ability^ or was in the 
habit of much writing, I should give you my ideas at length 
upon the evil tendency of Mi. L. Wellesley 's conduct ^ let it 
suffice, therefore^ for me io call your serious attention to the 
whole of his proceedings, and I am sure you will not yoke 
yourselves under the banners of so much despotism ; fot my 
own part^ I am clearly of opinion that W. L. Wellesley is 
unfit to sit in judgment in any civilized country whatever. — 
It is, however, hiy sincere wish that he do now begin to purge 
his mind of those arbitrary inlets which are too apparent^ and 
which were, no doubt, fostered in Turkey ; he may, then, at 
some future time, deserve some notice ; and I do also seriously' 
•dvise him, before he again attempts to disturb the peace of 
this or any other county^ that he do zealoudhr endeavour t6 
initiate himself into the triie principles of the mitish constitu- ! 

if -^ 
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Hon, >9viih i?hich he appean at present (o be totally unao* 
quainted, and which, in my opinion, does add but little to the 
boasted hoiioar of Draycot-House, neither does it reflect moch 
credit upon those who bad the care of his education. 
Such being the case, * 

('H^ellesley)'-'An6y as Draycot-Hoiue alone has cansed ttjy yow, 
(BtM^)'**-*'To tbee alooe we looky supporter of our plough. 

Farewel for the present, 

tTest'End, ]2lh 6ih month, 1818. H. HELME, 



WILTS ELECTION. 

The following Gentlemen have already signified their 
willingness to be a Conamittee for the purpose of conducting 
Mr. Benett's interests in the approaching Election for the^ 
County of Wilts ; they intend to meet from time to time, and 
every day during the Election^ at the OflSce of their Secretary, 
Mr. Tinney, at ixilisbury, to whom all communications on the 
subject are requested to be addressed. ^ 



Astley, J. D. Esq., Nott<m W(mse 
AmeSy^Mr., Hmion 
Biggs, H. Esq., Stoeklon 
Bingham, Rev. P., Berwick St. John 
Blackmore, Rev. Richard, Donhead 
Blaudford, M. Dove, Esq., Swalhweiift 
Blake, Thomas, Esq., Stratfaid 
Bowie, Edward, Esq., Idminst&n 
Bailey, James, Esq., t>ownt(m 
Baden, Andrew, Esq., Enford 
Boucher, W. Esq., Sali^urp 
Benson, Rev. E., Ciose, Salisbury 
Bailey, John, Esq., Redlinch 
Brotvn, Mr. Thomas, Lower Uj^uun 
Brodie, W. B. Esq., Salisbury 
Calley, gliomas, Esq., Burderop Park 
Candy, Mr. John, Chicklade 
Cripps, Mr. Charies, Swindon 
Church, Mr. Rich^d, Albourne 
Champemown, William, Esq., Cakot 
Donglas, Rev. William, Close, Salisbury 
Dyke, William, Esq., Chiseldon 
Duke, Rev. Edward, JLake 
Eyre, Geo. Esq., Warrens 
Everett, W. M. Esq., HeyUsbury 
foyle, Rev. Edward, Cholderton 
Foot, Henry, Esq,, Berwick iSt, John 
Farmer, Mr. William, Swindon 
Forwafid, Mr. James, Bemerton 
Ford, Henry, Esq., Burdensball, WiUm 
Fleetwood, George, Esq., Coomb Bissei 
Grove, Thomas, jun. Esq., Fern 
Gold, Mr. Thomas, Alboume 
Gaby, Ralph Hale, Esq., CMppenham 
Gent, James, Esq., Devizee 
Gilbert, Joseph, Esq,, Beeehingihke 
(rrant, John^ Esq., Mamingford 



Goodman, John, Esq., Wilcoi 
Grant, Mr. WiUian, Maddingion 
Grove, Rev. W. F., MeUmry abbas 
Harding, William, Esq., Swindon 
Hughes, Robert, Esq., SaUhorp 
Haward,Mr.John, WUttford 
Hughes, William, Esq., Devizes 
Heliiar, Rev. John, ToUard Royal 
Helyar, William, Esq., SedghiU 
Harding, Mr. WUUam, FonthiU 
Hayter, John, Esq., Winterbourne Stoke 
Headley, Dr., Devizes 
Hussey, John, Esq., Stdisbury 
HartneU, Thomas, Esq., PouUon 
Ingram, Charles, Esq., Amiesbury 
King, Thomas, Esq., Alvediston 
Kin^, Mr. Henry, Chihnark 
Locke, Wadham, Esq., Rowde Ford 
Lambert, Mr. Daniel, Tisbury 
Legge, Arthur, Esq , Christian Ma^fotd 
Larkam, Mr. R. B., Teffont 
Mortimer, £. H. Esq., Studley, near 

Trowbridge 
Meech, Thomas Luke, Esq., Westbury 
Montgomery, R. Esq., Hannington 
Newman, Mr. Edward, Devizes 
Ogle, Rev. John, CloH,^Salidntry 
Parker, Sir William, Chicklade 
Phipps, Charles Lewis, Esq., Chittoe 
Pinckney, Philip, Esq., WH^ord 
Pooll, Messrs. H. B. and C, Road^ near 

Beckington 
Pole, Rev. Dr.,'Bar/ord 
Pinckney, R. Esq., Berwick St. J«M€S 
Pumell, Mr. Joseph, Amesbury 
Poore,E. D.Esq., North Tidworth 
Pouiton; Mr. W.^ Brondleaze, Chicklade 
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Bhillips, Jplm, Esq.; Mere 
PonltOD, JVSr. Joseph, Cficklade 
Phelps, S. F. £st|., Wmvtinster 
Pierce, StepheD, Esq., Wedhamptm 
Bogers, Rev. Dr., Bahucombe House, 

Marlborough 
Rogers, Mr. John, Tithury 
RendaU, Thomas, Esq., MiUtoH 
Raxworthy, Mr. William, Upton Lacell 
Rooke, Henry, Esq., Doumton 
Salmon, William, Esq., Devizee 
Sheppard Mr. John H., Swindon 
Saunders, A. E. Esq., Market Lamngton 
Still, James C. Esq., East Knoyle 
Sivayne, T. Esq. Steeple Longford 
Seagrim, William, Esq., 9VUton 
Swayne, John, Esq., Steeple Longford 
Sheppard, Mr. James, Burcombe 
Svtton, JameSy Esq., Saiisbury 
T^ogoody R«T. Dr., MUston 



Tylee, John, Esq., Deches 
Thring, William, Esq., WUton 
Temple, William, Esq., Bishopstrouf 
Tylee, Thomas, Esq., Devizes 
Tuckey, Mr. Richard, Haydtm 
Treiichard, Rev. Dr., Stanton House 
Tucker, Mr. Richard, Tilskead 
Wyndham, WilHam, Esq., i>tfi^oii .. 
Warrener, G., Esq., Sahsbury 
Wells, Mr. James, AWtmrM 
Wyndham, Wadham, Esq., Sahshwry 
Ward, John, Esq., Market Lmsingtom 
Webster, Rev. Mr., Co4^ord St. Mary 
Whitmarsh, R. P. Esq., WtUois 
Washboum, T. E. Esq., Mamdngford 
WiUiams, J« jnn. Esq., Bad$n 
Whitchurch, S« Esq., SaJHtimry 
Yetbury, J. W. Esq., Belcomb Brook, 

near Bradford 
Yovng, John, Esq., Chirton 



To the Printers of the Salisbury and Winchester 
Journal. 
Gentlemen/ 

When Mr. Benett first differed himself as a Candidate to 
represent this county, some peculiar circumstances induced 
me to inform him of the injurious reports concerning his re* 
ligious principles. To whicli I received a very satisfactory 
reply, both as to bis own faith and his liberality towairds that 
Q^ others. 

The followifie words are part of Mr. Benett's answer :-^. 
'* / believe in Uod and in his reoeakd Will, and endeavour to 
make that tmlt the rule of mj/faUh and practice. '* *' As a Pro* 
testant Christian in a Protestant Country I mil jever uphold the. 
lights of Conscience and reUgious, Liberty to alL^ 

The present malicious propagation of those re^ports calls 
for this justice from me. 

jDeuisfe^, Jmtc IS, 1818. C. LUCAS. 



Jo the Freeholders of the County of Wilts. 

Gentlemen, . , > 

. I wjks last week induced to present to you my^ view of the. 
pretensions of the Candidates for the county, solely, by itS; 
appearing to me that one of them (Mr. Benett) had been most 
unfairly treated by a host of public writers, whose pens must; 
surely have been hired, as the Candidate whppfi they recom^ 
mended could not have been known to them, even personally, 
before the commencement of the present contest; and these 
prudent scribblers bad carefully abstained from all discussion 
upon bis public character and upon his merits as a represen-r 
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tative for this coonty, — points which iii fact were all we had 
to consider. They only way I can. account for bar total 
ignorance of hew Mr. Wellesley has voted in Parliament is, 
that the newspapers have not room for lists of those vast 
majorities which v6te away the public money, and which but 
loo often abridge the freedom of Englishmeo. He may cer- 
tainly possess those virtues which adorn and endear a man 
iQ private life ; his partisans on the present occasion say he 
does, and I am vUliog to concede that point to them ; but it 
dtitt remains to be proved that in the House of Commons 
|kf r* Wellesley is not one of those numerous dumb puppets, 
whose iBOtioBs are under the control of a m^ember emphati- 
cally called the Manager. If Mr, W. be one of those un- 
worthy members, he eaawt surely now bave.tbe axcyae of 
poverty to plead,-r-aii excuse which it appears he himvelf 
deems sufficient, but which I certainly do not*. 

41^ugh9 gentlemeOy i deem it highly iniproper in any 
public writer to descant upon the private character of our 
Candidates, I have yet thought it my duty to make inquiries 
into that of Mr. Wellesley, (being previously acquainted 
with those of Mr. Metliuen and Mr. Benett ;) and I have now 
great pleasure in sayings that I am certain Mr. W. is incapa- 
ble pf eotintenancing the gross attacks that have been made 
upon the private character of Mr. Benett, more especially 
those publfshed whhin the last few day« by a person signing 
^himself Titus, Truetnan, who has the audacity now to pretend, 
at the close of so long a contest, that he has discovered,, 
shocking to say, that Mr. Bie^nett is an atheist, and has not 
aite^dea church since he was Sheriff of the county, being ten 
years aed. The/alsehood of this atfocious libel (the author 
of which I am informed is well known in the city of Salisbury) 
could most easily be disproved by myself and liundreds" of 
others ; but, thank God, such disproof is totally unnecessary ; 
It ie only to mention such a charge, and I am sure it w^J soon 
be scouted, and spurned at by^ the generous freeholders of 
Wiltsbire, who will themoie readily rally round and support 
their t^ell known friend and countryman. Indeed it is not 
to be doubted but that the infamous accusation will defeat its 
own object, and create friends for Mr. Benett where he had 
none befcMre. That generous spirit, which evev iacitea 
EngKshmen to take the part of those whom they suppose in 
a eontest lo be wronged and oppressed, and which. spirit,. to 
the hdnoiir of EngUsbmeD, is their peouliar characteustic, 

' * In ltt» speech at Hit liarlbpiMigh dionet^ Mr. MT. ^j^peessfi^ >t 9$ hi& 
api|NU»% tbat tbe ck<;uii»st9BQQS>of « jMair inai(rexviere<) it. s^lmo^t imperative ii\ 
Am;^ to accept the favour and patrona^. of Mix^ter^, t. e* to become tUeir 
menial and parliamentary puppet. 
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-rould, I doiibt not, oik llie present oegastoo seeare Mr. 
Benetl*t tUsciion, were lioi even bis pretensiQn$ «s a candi^i^ 
far silperior, as they on^iiestkHiablj are, to tho&eof bi»opBOi« 
nent Mr. Wellesley,. 

' I cannot for a moment entertain a doubt of Mr. BeneitV 
ejection, ifben I see that some of the most respectable gemle* 
men of the county hare annoanced their intention to bring 
Yoters for him t6 poJJ, frefe of expense, from the populous 
hundreds of Dunvrortb, Mere, Warminster, Heytesbury, 
Branch and Dole, and Chalk; from the parish of Westbury, 
and its environs; from the town of Devizes and its vicinity ; 
from, the district of Downton^ from Chilton, Sec. &c. 

' June 13, 18-I8, ^ . A. B- 

; WIWSHIRE ELECTION. 

Nomination at Devizes, on the 18th of .Juitb imt^ot, 

Th€ glofims Atmi'^ersavi^ of the BaUlc of 

WATERLOO! 

)t is no les» extraordinary than gratifying that the Day on 

whieb the iHttsirioua 

DUKE OF WELLINGTON 

Obtained his mo^ splendid Titles should be coramei^^orated in 

this great and independent County by the 

KOMlKA'tlON O* HIS NKPHBW 

WILLIAM LONG WELLESLEY, Esa. 

To be one of onr Representatives in Parliament. 

\Ve cminot err in supporting the ]>^an \rho has fought 'with that h^^iu the midst 
of some of those Battles yAAth have saved o«r Couitftry fVom PerditioB. - 

We surely shall do right is electing this neat Relative of th^ ^oh^e Duke to b# 
oup Repvesei^tatiye^ vl^a now D«hly &teps forward tp rescue our Conpt^Fy. 
fiouj Tyi-anny. 

. Stkk close to the, Question : — Wellesley and Independence / 
Hereafter for jfour Childrep's Children, or the disgraceful 
Slavery of Clubs and Quorum. 
Let. us then rally around him on the Day of Nomination, 
when it i& earnestly hoped that the Friends of Mr. Long Wei* 
leskyi will convince the World of their Loyalty and Inde- 
Ipcndeace by appearing in his Favour. 

lothe FreehMeraoftheOrnntyofWUts. 
IN THE COUNTY COURT, 

FlSU«A V* BSNBTT. 

^< Mxt^ tiw 4irt tm^ out/'-njttdg^ civ. a, v. ^. 

GB99Tt«llfBir,^ 

It« a few days yon wUt be calkd fo- witness someUiiog new 
indeed in " the (^rooioJes of WiHshife}" yoti will be called 



280 

duc^ tlie puhNc conduct of Mr. Methuen. You haVe all done 
the same ; yoil hate a man of a vacillating: ilisposition. Now 
this Veteran^ gentlemen, with a most astonishing degree of sa- 
gacity, comes forward and tells yon that Titus Trueman did all 
thisy« because friend Paul would not advance him fiveguineai 
lo do some work for him. This, nor all the manoeuvres they 
may fall upon, stall never draw from me my real name'. There 
are but three people in this county who know the author of the 
letters signed Titus Trueman, they are the only three that 
ever shall. I will not believe that any agent of Mr..Methuen's 
could write such a letter without his authority ; and y^t f 
cannot conceive how any man bearing the appearance of a 
gentleman, eoald give sanction to such a tale. To exercise a 
phrase 1 have seen Used before, •* he has got a wrong scent." 
1 never had any dealings with him in my life ; he knows 
nothing of me. He imagines himseff in the House of Com-^ 
mons floundering about, catches at something, and is caught 
himself. His hands were never made for quilUdriving, nis 
poor head has no judgment to guide the leaders. — All the 
charges brought against him remain without reply, tmd ht 
brings forward the nve guinea story as an answer to all the argu-* . 
ments used hgainst his political conduct [hh pri'oate I held 
sacred); it is the winding up of all he has \o say ! In reply tO 
all the charges^ shiftings in and out, his backward and forward 
movements, he brings you i\i\% live guinea %iory^. Oan any 
thing be Conceived more pitifu% more contemptible! — ^Yet 
this is the gentleman who is now a Candidate for your county; 
Mr. Melhuen*s business,, instead of degradinghimself by such 
a tale, should have answered my arguments^ should have con- 
troverted my statements, but this he could not do, and there- 
fore he brings forward this trumpery story to throw discredit 
on Titus Trueman. 

It is objected to me that 1 am insignijkant. Then why 
notice mc ? He called me, in his former letter, contemptible. 
I proved him to be so in the fnllest sense bf the word ; and so 
convinced was he of it, ' that he has put his pen to sleep for 
these ten weeks, and now comes forward, under a supposition 
that his flew name will strike that terror which his writings 
have failed to produce. I am not to be terrified with sounds, 
and ril let him know it ; he shall write better or he shall not 
write at alK 1*11 convince him of mv insignificance, by re- 
ducing* him io a cypher. He says i am a man of common 
education. What a pity that a man of bis 2^72common educa- 
tion should have written the worst piece of composition that 
baa appeared in the county papers, ever since the contest 
began. Re has done his best, and we must pity him, for no 
one applauds. With regard to my being a government spy^, 



there may be some truth in it ; especially as those two gen** 
tlemeui Messrs. Oliver and Castles, are both united in my 
person; and, did I but possess bis talents and tiitcommoa 
education, Wilts would have to boast of three loggerheads 
as well as those counties which have made greater advances 
in learning and knowledge. But I can assure this luminary 
of the West, that I never felt much inclined to fulfil the 
functions of a spy. I farther assure him, that I was sitting 
in the midst of my friends when I received a letter by the 
carrier, containing the intelligence relative to the meeting 
between Mr. Metbuen apd Mr. Benett's agent. After the 
apology Mn Methuen had made, I did not believe it; not 
was it till I came to town on Tuesday that I had my doubts 
satisfied on the subject. For this Mr. Methuen has never 
accounted to the freeholders ; and for its being again men- 
tioned, he is indebted to the officiousness of this veteran 
chief. Now that it has been brought before them again, 
I hope they will remember it, and refresh the memory of 
that gentleman when occasion serves. A man must be a 
fool froni choice, that can read the last letter of Titus True* 
man, and believe that he either lives in or near the city of 
Salisbury. But even if he did, I have the authority of the old 
gentleman of Swindon for saying, that ^^ birth, paren^ge, edu- 
cation, and place of residence^ have no influence on the truths 
I promul^te. But, gentlemen, I have business of more im« 
porlance than Mr. ftSsthuen or his man — I promised you a 
laugh ; I shall not be able to address you again before the 
election, and therefore in my next shall give you something to 
amuse you while sitting in the booths. 

The object of this letter was to place before you the situa- 
tion in which Messrs. Benett and Fisher stand with regard to 
each other. 1 shall do it as concisely as possible, and faith- 
fully too ; for if Mr. Benett did actually behave to Mr. Fisher 
as he says that be did, there is no farmer in the county can 
consistently give him a vote. The unity and community that 
ought to subsist between them, should form a mutual guarantee 
against oppression. The poor creature of a writer, my friend 
Veteran, supposing that he knows me, brings forward a verj 
violent charge against me, of having written a letter in favour 
of Mr. Benett, and against Mr. Wellesley. He means that 
somebody did such a thing ; how does he prove that it wa9 
Titus Trueman ? The fellow is mad. I request you to look 
back to my first letter ; you will find what I said of Mr. Benett, 
and what 1 said of Mr. W ellesley ; I most strenuously recom- 
mended them to your choice ; I used all the little argument of 
which I am master, to bind you to them ; I said all I coul4 
ny, and for which this unhappy driveller, then ** the Wilt* 

o o 



hhUe preeboWBi,'' ^^i aw tha V^efm^ njftrfc u^c of tl»^ fol- 
lowing lai^guagp in cpip meeting «p^R U s^' TJi# cpa^ty ot 
Wilts i$ to look to her own imnftcdiale fidvantftge^ in th^ wore 
circumscribed, modest, and pnjigsuiping inlflMj^nQe of Mr. 
Benett; hisr coolness of intelltjct, clcarnesR of conc^ptipni,,ft«d 
facilily of deliverj ; bi^ jnlirnate and practical acquaintonc^ 
ivith (hesQil, the produce, iha ppor-ratcs, th^? tythes, th« pan^ 
pers^ ^ndth? gossips of hi^ own immediate neigt^bourhwKl," 
W ftccusa meof attemptiBg toform a coalUion between them 5 
I cannot quote all he gaj* to prove the high opinion I enUiXf 
lained of Mr. BeneU, apd now he comes forward \o tell you a 
piece of n?ws, namely, that a man whom) he supposes to be 
Titus Truennan fprmerly wrote a letter iiv favour of Mr. Benett. 
Ha! ha! Why I h^ye written half-a-doaen. A^^ the county 
knows it, yoi| goope I And I am going now to shew jou why 
J have ceased to write in hi3 behalf ; — I have told you why | 
\rroi^ sp long, I am now going to tell yov why I could writ« 
no longer: but I defy all the men, wpmen, and children,,— aU 
the agentSj, sub-agents,— all the hireling? of whatever descrip^ 
tlopj in thp epiploy of Mr. Benett, to prove that either bj 
zeord or letter^ by assertion or insinualion, directly or wdirecJU^^ 
t ever calWd m question the talents^ or the vUegniyj the cluh 
racier^ or the conduct of Mr. l*ong WeUesley. The reverse of 
this has been asserted by th? map who styles himself a " V^ 
terani^^ he says he can prove it, — ;! challenge him* Gentlemeni 
it Is onp of the liei of the party ; they cannot do without tbem# 
The ifound£^tion o( their hope i& CaUehood and deceit. Yo^ 
have seen the person who styles himself the Mopn-iRafe^r, pon^ 
Victed of one falsehood by one writer ; of two by another, and 
of misrepresentations without end. They not only write„ but 
they' canvass in falsehood. Look at the <?6oduct qf Mr, 
Beneft, as communicated by a friend^, aod confirmed by Mr. 
Metbuen himself. — Mr. Benett went to the hoi^e^of a vqtc;v 
who had previously eng^ed his votes to Mr. Methuei^^ 
and Mr. WeUesley. He pressed him earnestly to give bij^ 
a vote; and on the honest freeholder telling bini thai h^ 
had engaged them both,^ what do you think he did ? — :H,e told 
the voter, " That Mr» Methuetk mas secure, that he 9tood m 
no need of his vote^ that he had much better give it to him, 
(Mr. B.) and withdraw if from Mr. MethuenV' Seduced bjf 
what he said, the unsuspecting yeoman consented. » But tbi9b 
"Was not enough for Mr. Benett* he djoes. not do thiag^. by 
halves; stung by reraoreie at tbebs^eness of his i^ndpc^ to s^ 
native and a resident ^ he has another i^tempt 9t decQption^ a^d 
this was to induce the same man to witA^raw hi$ vote f rami Mr^ 
Wellesletfy and give it to Mr. Methum to v^kcsomeumencU 
for ihc qna of f^ktck he ho4 deprived bim^ ^Mt it if^lfs^, and 
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h^ had €hh gotfi etktt ; It cofitim:^ (lie tuati so c6mpl6tely 
of ht^b&9eiifS8, llial the former vote w reittredfo Mr. Mdhuen^ 
attd tfc€ olhir tonfifrited to Jl/r. ffetlesUy. Will yoa ever 
support a man that can be guiUy of sncti consumn^ate base- 
ness? I thlffk not, genttemen. Such eontluet makes me blush 
for my havh)^ ni^eom mended to youf sttpport siieh a man as 
Mr< Bendtt, 6x thdt there should be found men base enough to 
advocate his cause. — The Old MoonrRaker wilt probably tell 
you'that all thiswas done for the honour of his ^^ true Wilt^ 
$hire family y W hat a scandalous set ! . 

A writer, under the signature of A# B. anc} who^ a correspon^t 
dent says, is tl»e Old Moon-Raker, feels shocked {\idi ! ha !) that 
any person should suspect iht reUpon of Mr. G[enett. I d^ 
l>ot staled alone in this instance. Did be' never bear of a reve-> 
rend friend denouncing his tenets, and charging him with 
errors which the law considers crimes ? Even Mn Lutas, 
VihU tvhose timely a€t of. justice^ he heads his letter, had hia 
doubl^ and tells you that a great many more had doubts a» 
Well as himself. And how were good JVir, Idicas's doubts re« 
moved i By, a confession that no deist would heslti^ one ipo4 
ment ta sive* On this subject I shall address you again, A% 
present 1 would ooly ask, does Mr^ Benett believe '< thai ail 
Scripture is given iy inspiration of Godf* — Does Mr. B. be* 
lieve that ^^ tnere are three that bear regard in Heaven^ ike 
JFather, ike JVord^ and the Bohi Ghost^ and these three are 
gnef^ Do^ he believe that Jesus Christ is Grod over aH 
blessed for ever? Does he believe that he was crucified for th^ 
situ of mankind f These are the questions that Mr. Luif^ 
Ot^bt to |ia«e put, I 901 too well acquainted with tbair dels* 
tical ^yasiops to besooo satisfied with Mr. Lucas's rubbifli} 
mA until Mr, Benett most satisfactorily removes the diffioultyr^ 
there is not a maii» a fath^^ a Christian, or fbinister amongst 
jrautli»t can give iMyn a vote^ wiilbout violating, your duty iq 
Uod^ younr countrys^ and posterity. But agaiqst all this, thi« 
^otleiaan, tbat4ippery sophisler the Mooo-^Raker^ tells yo« 
thfft the p^moB mukii^ the objection is well hmmt^^M% Uor 
i^ibfo; but lie ii uot fcoown to <^ The Moon-Raker^ and hf 
lieveif wiiiy that he may rest assur^. It is of up consequence 
to bim, it is pf ii^fiuitely leas to me f tbe truths I have assevted 
hay# badr iimqS^Vf 1 r^ioicc in it, nor shall it be ipatter of 
icgrel, should I uteit live to tbev^rj/ adkancfi^age of the Moon* 
i^alcfi;, thai in my eaclier years I waa enabled to cpntribute tp 
t^ 4(miifaH of that tower which h>eal despotism bad reared^ 
and tp the eiosction of that temple which ffeemea had coqsop 
cra^« ]M(i. Benett thinly it ao^ honour tp h^weil knwfinp 
Why ^pal4 I think it ^ disgrace to be well knPwn also ; 
There fS'^ue th|o^^ geBtlenen^ I am not knamy for I n^rvr 
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tendered wretched the abodes of peace and httpf^oeai^ by tiie 
ruin of a poor man's child; ** nor did I ever rouse to reaeni- 
ment the feelings of an affectionate brother, by thesedaction 
and abandonment of a beloved sister!" They talk of ^^ rods 
inpickle^'' I have one for ''The Moon-Raker," and Q! but 

it^s a wappri* ! ^I am Gentlemen, your faithful friend, 

TITUS TRUEMAN. 



Mb. Editor — I was so pleased mih the observation of the 
old woman who walked down the Blue^boar-row (as related by 
one of your correspondents), that I caniiot resist holding a little 
converse witli her; particularly as her wish fully meets ray 
own, and is certainly the prevailing wish throughout the 
county, t»s. ^^ That she hoped no atheist would ever repre- 
actftit.** 

To whom she refers, I am not bound even to guess; proba- 
bly she herself does not know ; and still more probable, that 
she does not understand the term. I own I am strongly scep- 
tical of the possible existence of such a character ; it is true I 
have heard and read of created beings, who have professed and 
iived, to outward appearance, as atheists, but that they have 
died believers ! shewing clearly, that some horrid presumption, 
pride, opposing temper, display of talent, arguing for the sake 
of 4Uf;urment,or at best some unworthy motive, prompted them 
to give their words the lie to their hearts. It would carry me 
beyond my intended boundary to enumerate the various anecr 
dotes i have met with of Hume, Voltaire, and others ; but 1 
cannot forbear recountin'g (for the satisfaction of the old lady 
in the BIue«boar-row) two very forcible ones, particularly as it 
to'^jtcmed old women like herself, Hume^s mother and nurse. 
The former, it appears, was a religious character, and at first 
greatly shocked at the principles her son had adopted ; but, in 
oours^ of time, she became his convert. Previous to her dtsso^ 
liitioOi she grew restless, discontented, and melanchcdy ; she 
fAt the ^ant of that support which the Christian reKj|ion so 
amply affords, bat was too far lost in the labyrinth of infidelity 
to extricate herself, or to repair to the fountain of living wa« 
lets. Without renouncing the heresy efiected by the power 
of her son's infloence, she required his presence to alleviate her 
indescribable suffering; this account greatly disturbed him, 
and he set off to Scotland to see her ; but, ere >he reached it, she 
had breathed her last ; and diied ifrith all the bortoi^ of ex* 
oecting ntmihilaum. What an awful thought!! How was 
her death-'bed embittered by this deplofablewAism. A Wretch 
who can f^roitisit, is not worthy to live, much less to be elected 
as a rq>resentative of the county of Wilts ;^^ county by no 
means standing in the back ground," in itt religious news, or 
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lis ciMyperating practical systems. The anecdote nifeaiog to 
the nurse^ is simply this; after the death of Hume, she was 
applied to, to attend on anotfaer/ gentleman ; she inquired, 
what religion he professed, for that if he was of the same way 
of thinking with her late master, she would not engage in his 
service for all that could Be offered her, since she- could never 
forget the misery of his declining days and dying hours. Now, 
this good old nurse would have formed a happy trio With the 
old woman in the Biue-boar<*row, and myself ;-rwe would use 
our strenuous efforts to extirpate all such beings from the face 

. of the earth, oi^ at any rate, haunt them from society ; and,.a8 
I have taken so much pains for Aer satisfaction, I entreat that 
she will send me the name of the person she alluded to (if she 
knows it) through your agreeable communicative mediiim,and^ 
I will say and write' all I can against him. 
. Another of your correspondents informs us, tb^ Mr* Benett 
has not. been seen in a church these ten years; if this were 
true, I should be sadly grieved ; but I know it to be false, for I 
saw him myself, zoiih my own eyesy within these six months, ob 
that very day on which a Natvoe of the couoty says ^^ he was 
particularly preached at;" an assertion that somewhat asto* 
nished me. i am a constant, and, I hope, an attentive bearer, 
of the preacher of that. day ; and, I confess, / thought the ser-^ 
moB very generally serving to illuminate the ignorant, and 
settle the faith of the doubtful; and certainly most appro^ 
prifttely delivered, when the church was crowded with strangers 
of all ajp;es and denominations ; and I heard the reverend divine 
himaelfdeclare, '^ that he had no personal allusion whatever, 
when- he preached that discourse; or, at that tinie, any ac- 
quaintance with the gentleman against whom it was said to be 
levelled." 

~ Now, to return to the eld woman, who, U %% posiible^ may 
be an intelligent and well-informed person ; will ^ have iha 
kindness to state to me the period when Mr. Long Wellesley 
was seen at church ? I can have no doubt but that Ae is a re- 

^gular attoidapt on public worship; exhibiting a becoming, 
serious, and devout cieportment ; and if she will tell me where 
be is to be seen performing; his religious duties, I shall not 
regard any distance to gratify myself with the sights 

<< Ii)rd, ^w deUchtAil 'tis to «ee 
A wliole astembly worship thee!" 

I have heurd that Mr. Benett was once attacked on being 
sotecwhatof Jin atheist, which he most strongly and posiitively 
denied. Now, Christianity might be justified in doubting the 
assertion of a monster of infidelity, and humanely aspribe it to 
awoelnl estrangement of mental reason ; but who will dare 
dispute the avowal of a believer? Such has Mr. Bluett 
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dodared Imnself ; and who will dare Sireii the jadgmentfroiti 
' the searcfaer of all hearts f 

Bfjf. Benett has, ii secinsj^ eadoired a chapel, and we may 
ohftritablj draw this inferene&-^that if be is not himself a 
ooDstant attendant on public worship, he eiicouragea it in 
olbeis I and had he bad the most remote objection to it, wonld 
he have iransmitted such a burtding to bis posteriiji WoiM 
lie not rather have built a theatre, a tenpie to the Oljrmpii, a 
menagerie, &c. &:c. for their recrMition and amusements 

I am well acquainted with a very sensible man, who sddom 
enters a church or any public place of worship, yet I know 
that' he applies a part of every day, and a considierable portion 
of the saboath to private devotion. I am myself most fully 
persuaded of the divine ordination, and necesntyf^assemUm^ 
congregatfons ; yet shall / presume to judge his prefeteaoe <h 
private oommiwion with his Creator ? or dare to consider his 
pmyers and thanksgiviags less acceptable than my own I 

One observation more, and I have done :*-^Report states Mr « ^ 
Long- WeHesIey to be a profane person, seldom speaking with-* 
ottt an oath, and never trouUuig himself with am/ r^tigioM 
opinions* This (yo<i will perceive by referring to a formm 
part of my letter), I consider as in£a[fnous a slander as tha4i 
which was attempted to be passed on Mr. Benetl ; but the 
query arising in my mind is, whether an uoderstamlmg Chda« 
tian, profaning the sabbath, disobeying the express commande 
of God, and liTing, to all appearance, without the sUgbteal 
mveranee, fear, or love, of the Almighty, or of practical teli^ 
gion, is net in grealer danger than the atheist I On itbui 
groufuds Mr. Bemtt and Mr. Lon^ Wellesley resttheic iaitb, 
a heveafter nmst determine. 

With my regards to the old woman walking down the Bkio* 
bd«»-row, who will be pleased in having eseited so muph sym* 
pathy; i style myself, Mr» Editor, 

Devices, June Why I»{8. A MltD INQUIRER. 



Te> tke Freehi^kters of the Cqmty (^ Wilts. 

Grc'NtLEMEN, - ^ ' 

Since I fti^st presented myself to j^onr m^e» aolioitim 
the honour of repreeenting yow m ibe ensuing Parliament, t 
have made every exertion in mry powe?r tto pay my personal 
re»pect!f to eacfc of ftm individtiatly^ I have not been indo- 
lent in my progresses through the ooudtyy nor hare 1 itttan* 
tionaHy crmitted ta perform my doty towards a ahighi fteitt 
hoMer. But the mkiertahiog wa» so giwat,^ tfaaib I mtgisft 
have ignoramly omitted to #s«« on sdine firecbrideni^ ancl 
even might not have visited spmie imfortaat disttieta.in d)^ 



county. I trust that no fneeholder will thiak himself iatca- 
ttonallj OTerlooked. An unsolicited vote will be doublj 
flattering to me, as it will- flow only from that zealous reganl 
to the iadependeaceof the comity (the great principle Mi 
which I wish my cause to rest), which is naturally desr to 
«very freeholder. I trust that, at a very early day, that 

Eriooiple will be triamphanl. The election will no sooner 
ave terminated, than I shall undertake the pleasing task 
of waiting again upon all the freeholders, gratefully to thenk 
those who shall have supported me by their votes; and if I 
shall be elected your Representative, respectfully to my 
other constituents, whom I shall hope never to con»ider in 
any other light than as my personal friends. 

I remain ever. Gentlemen, your obedieot servant,, 
Pytkouse, June 17. JOHN BENETT. 

Marlborough, June \S, 1818. 

At a meeting of the committee for the purpose of con- 
ducting the interests of John Benett, Esq. in the approach- 
ing election for the county of Wilts, resident in this town 
and neighbourhood, held at Marlborough, this day; 

The Worshipful the Maj/or of Marlborough m the chair : 

It is rcwfeed—That the committee now assembled will 
ose their best exertions to secure the independence of the 
eouDty, by giving their suffrages and support to John Be- 
nett, Esq. at the ensuing election for the county of Wilts. 

J bat they will respectively attend the day of nomination, 
add the day of election, free of all expense to that gentleman. 

llKit this meelmg be adjourned till Tuesday eveoinc next, 
at the Angel Inn, at Marlborough, at six o'clock. 

JOHN WEN T WORTH, Chairman. 

To the Editor of the SaMsJmry Gaxette. 
SiR,--After reading the two letters of " A Native," and 
Neither here nor there," ia the Salisbury Journal of this 

tvil'J^r °J 'T'i "■*****" f 1^ ^ '^'^ ^° »"Pr«>«* that I am 
the author of the letters of the Old Moon^Raker. I can- 

& h^ r ^ *•** T ^^i "^^ «'''*"y »° *"'« as the Moon- 
Rj^r hos.done; and, if I did, I am sure 1 shoold not have 
Had the inolinatioa so to have written j for, from the mo- 
meirt the respective Candidates annoonced their intention 

^^'^f'l uf"'*l^''f > *•>* consideratiott of the freehdl- 
dera of Wiltshire, I objected to the friends of one party hav- 

'^^.llff.'^jf '^*'i"''?i ••«fl«*i«ff on eitl*" of the other party 
or tItoK adhereotB. Had L not in Smirie so d^c^, I #llj 



288 

hooestly tell y6U| Sir, that I believe much of tbe^dirt which 
has been thrown at, and mach of the bitterness « and gall 
which has been shewn to Mr^ Benett and his friends/ by one 
of your ablest correspondents, would have been spared.; I 
am sure a good cause needs not support by such factitious 
aid* I consider Mr. Benett's cause tnat of the independence 
of the county of Wilts — a good cause; and I hope it will 
succeed : but ( have not a shadow of ill-will towards either 
of the other Candidates. I now. distinctly avow, .that I am 
not the author of the letter^ signed the Old Moon-Raker, 
or either of them. . I do more, and say — I never saw one of 
them but in print, and that several of them I have as yet 
never read : and, to conclude, I do not know who the author 
is, farther than from the insinuations of the newspapers, 
lam. Sir, your very obedient servant, 

Shaftesbury, June 15. CHAS. BOWLES. 

** Let the gaU'd jade wince, our withers are unwrong." 

To the Old Moon^Bdker. 

Them is the words as I admires, the nights as I goes to 
see Kean upon his high ropes at Drury Lane; 'tis what I 
conceits to be piain sense, and plain English — and, what 's 
more to the purpose, 'tis what I understands : and now I 
hopes they 'il cheer thy old heart ; for, though I says it, who 
am no small blackguard myself, to be sure if there isn't 
enough to make the shilling gallery hiss like mad, and any 
mother's son of a waterman, or Jarvy in Lunnun, blush 
double-dyed scarlet ; not that I means to run from my word, 
and, as I said I 'd be thy second, I won't fight shy/ that's 
what I won't. But, to be sure, man, 'tis to be hoped thy 
back's something of the broadest; seeing 'thave got to Dear thy 
own sins and Toby's to .boot ; not that I thinks you needs 
be shame-faced about it, if you did kiss a pretty girl in the 
street — the Lord help the wickedj if we was all to be libelled 
as has done the like. Sister, tod, takes your part, and ssiys, 
(prinking all the time in the glass), ^' Every body knows as 
*' how we Salisbury lasses is so tempting-^flesh afnd blood 
*' can't withstand us!" » ^ 

** Every dog has his day;" so now,' Mr. Moon- Raker, 
ypur's and mine's a coming; and if they thinks as how th^e 
is but one man as dares speak up for Benett, ho W they- ti»W 
stare and funk when they sees the true blue, the county blue 
and Benett's scarlet, twisted in true-love knots^^heseiting 
and facing them whichever way tbey turns to 'scape— north, 
south, east, or west— rfrom above, from below — from the 
right, from the left! That will be the Pythouse mixture 
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'With a vengeancey and sdch as will make their' hearts quale! 
Then the white feathers will shew themselves. Then we'll 
. Fee, on Welleslev's side, who'll dare stand up to his man! 
Huzz 1 ! huzza! Tosspot and the Old Moon-Raker for ever! 
Fine times these, as are coming, hey,, my old boy? Then 
how proud we shall be, if you a'nt with me already, as I 
thinks you must, if you see that genteel addresrs, signed 
T<>biu$, as praises me ; and I glories in ike praise of all good 
men. He says as how Tosspot 's a God-send ; being as^ow 
he falls asleep over old Titus ; — as must be true, seeing as 
how, he says his own self, he suspects as much, the weather 
being so damned hot, and he so cursed stupid. I knows 
what should be done, if I stood inhls shoes, as thank God 
I don-t — for 'tis no manner of harm to go on spitting and 
spewing poison without a little sugar, to make it. go down 
the red-lane glib, and relishing like: — so, \(*l was he, oj[ 
another of ^e same fry, I'd a&ertise after this here fashion : 

WILTS ELECTION.— SCANDAL WANTED. 

Whereas, John Fisher's, and all other lies, ba?ebeen spread 
and teported, turned and twisted in every possible way, till 
they are clear worn otit ; and whereas we are determined id 
suppbrt the good new fashion of attacking prroate character, 
to forward the choice of a public one, .this is to givenofice^ 
that any coachtnan discharged for drunk^nitess (torn the ser« 
vice of John Beiiett, or his fa^er, within the last fifty years, 
or any kitchen* wench for stealmg grease, or the Itkei shall, by 
stating their^rievances, receive du^ encouragement fironi Titni 
Trueman, IM^ Old Heart, The Native, or either of tho Cleric 
Cal agents. 

N. B. The more vulgar and indecent the stile, the better, 
and i]\e more im{>robable and less to the |)urpo8e, the same. 

What do'st think of that notion, Mr. Moon-Raker, yoti 
sees how cute I can be, and may thank your stars Tm on thy 
side; and now, that I tnayn't fad into the same mistake as 
Titus, I'll eVn end whilst my reader's eyes is still open, and 
answer Tobias* question next time ; in the time being, my newi 
from Ireland is, as bow, if any family was ever all born with 
silver spoons in their mouths, Ihe Col leys was that same. Thif 
youngster spit his out, however, as soon as ever he w^re mar* 
lied, a|}d npw be is so notorious to every Jew in Lunnani 
that h^ cah'tjbortow a fraction from anv one of /em, so if tho 
landlords . and the like, ever is payed. Madam's traps and 
gewgaws must fly forU, if they isn't gone already. 

TOBY TOSSPOt, 
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To the Old Mam Bak^r. 

« Thy May of life 
^ << Is fmll'n into the sear : the yellow leaf 
" And that which should accompany old a^, 
*^ As honour, love, obedience, troops of friends," 
Thou <' most not look to have, hut in their stead 
« Curses" both " loud and deep !" 

This is i¥hat you have a just right to expect from the way 
in which you have atterapted to deprive the Freeholders of 
Wilis of their elective franchise; the way in which you have 
sought to oppress whoever came within the vortex of your 
profession ; and especially from the raeaii, unmanly, disinge- 
nuous way in which you have asserted and supported the 
designs of a man upon therounfy^ who, in his evidence before 
the House of Loras, declared that mechanics and labourers 
need not lite better than pigs ! 

What has made you change your name^ or rather take one 
in addition to the old? You imagine, like the Spaniards, that 
you will derive respectability from its length, and your argu- 
ments requile force from its variations. Absurd Old Man I 
You've also commenced farmer, under the well known name 
of A. B. Had you added C. to it, we might have conjectured 
with some degree of certainty thai you had once in your life 
seen the alphabet ! This Election has been an eveutml period 
for you. YoU'have been all trades and all professions. Do 
you find it pretty profitable ?- It's very honourable ! You 
never had so many attendants in your life as when going down 
.Catherine-street, but that*s nothing to what you will have : 
your cause is so popular, and you conduct exery cause with 
such attention to circumstances, that it is impossible you 
should not be distinguished and handsomely rewarded. When 
a man is constantly in the practice of treating with scorn and 
contempt the ^^ common feelings of.mankind," he must expect 
ihat some day they will remember his kindness, ^^ The poor 
shall not always be forgotten ;" nor ought j/oUj in justice, for 
advocating their oppressor's cause, and that by the Ixisest 
means. Ought you to be surprised that the public feeling is 
against you? Ought you not rather to be pleased ? You are 
quite shpck*<l that Mr. Benett's religion should be called in 
question. Your sensibilitjes are very strong on somd occasions ; 
I dare say that you would haye been equally shocked had they 
reflected upon your oyn// Ha ! ha ! How pious you grow 
by canvassing ; how moral by writing ! Quite hurt at the idea 
of a letter bsing sent to Mr. Tim^rell that should reflect on 
Mr. Everett i I know you don^t like letters, but this of Pikers 
was almost as bad as your own ; i^ere's recantation here too.*' 
O9 no! I should have said an avotspaL Mr. Pike recants 
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nolbiog. He might safely twear that he never wrote the 
letter^ because he catCt a>rt76 : nor was he threatened on ac- 
count of Mr. Methuen and Mr. Benett, but he was threat* 
eiied on account of Mr. Beneit, or else what are we to tinder^ 
stand by Tbos. Pike's phrase. ^^ no threats were used to me on 
the occasion :" what occasion ? why the man was sent for> and 
asked, who he meant to vote for? Having told he is not 
threatened ; O ! no ; that wasn't the right way to go to work : 
not plump and plain : there would have been no moon-raking 
in that ; there would have been no room for your learned in- 
terpretations; but he gets a genile hint, that the Governor 
was a little displeased that one of. his work*peop1e should 
have more brains than himself, and vote for Mr. Wellesley^ 
while he had been simple enough to give his to Mr. Benett. 
The man, therefore, without any threat^and after having had a 

food tuck out| to let him judge how pleased his master was at 
is giving his vote io Mr. Wellesley, sends a letter to tell 
Mr.^W.'s agent that he shall be turned out of his einploy if 
lie did not vote for Mr. Benett. This puts master Everett, 
(wb'o is one of the Club men, the same club that black-balled 
the Moon-Raker apd his two friends ; an evidence that there are 
some Grentlemen among them) to his shifts; sends for Pike, 
and, after a little introductory remark, speaks of the dij^race 
that will be brought on himself, and ^' the honour of his true 
Wiltshire family/' if that letter is not contradicted. Pike 
stands steady to his text. Everett plays the Jesuit, and tdb 
him how he may save his own conscience and his master's 
credit ; " As I only spake to you of Benett (says Mr. Everett) 
you may safely declare, that I did not speak to you of Methuen 
and Benett, and, as a friend wrote the letter for you^ you may 
securely say^ that you did not write it yourself T* Aba ! here 
was a hint for the deyil to take! Under such injunctions the 
second letter was written, and you, my aged Sir, have, of sach 
truly respectable materials composed your last letter; still from 
Swindon, and false and foolish like all your other former ones I 
Give up Swindon now ; why your friend s^iys that you live at 
Shaftesbury. You are ^* Muugo here, Mungo there, Mungo 
every wherei'* But it won't do ; the honour of being the 
Mooii<;Ilaker shall be exclusively your own ; mine the felicity 
of keeping you employed. 

I am going to my own, or else Fd say something to you 
about the Devizes dinner ; this, with what remains unnoticed 
in your productions, shall have the utmost attention next 
week. I am glad to find that they were harmonious as usual s 
that Tom Galley challenged the room ; and that my friend 
Slade gote a broken nose ; the Mayor knocked down ; and the 
devil to pay with (he rest. You should have been there. There 
is so much grace and gravity thrown over your exterior that 
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you inight have charmed thcin into milder habits! iTonVe ^ot' 
a'great many committee men, aod irhat a lot of 'sqain*8 ! 'Co^t 
soniethingyRo doubt»to get themfirom the Henild'soflice: ordki 
you make them all in your own? Some of th««m are in Fmncet 
How do they attend? Do you lend them your .'own Swindon 
I^oney, or do they advise, by proxy ? I thought you had an 
objection to noA-residents / ^ ^ 

. V ou are really growing mryfidstty. You complained most 
bitterly of bills having been posted upon the walls about you : 
liow you tell every Iwy to read them t— conveying a bint 
that you don't care for the contents. That might have done 
, very well, but then^ man alive, you should never have throwa 
;^ourself ita a passioa^ fbr that let the cat oui of the bag. I 
t^ld you, you should write again^ Tve made you do it : I've, 
been tender with you this time, because jrou are fftowing^ civil. 
Po you. go io the nomination at Devizes ? Vd keep in the 
midst if I were you ; hold up both your hands, two you know 
are better than o»e, John may stand in need of them, and, ftftet 
4lf,youUnosQit. MY OLD HEART. 



To ^ Freeholders of the County qfWi^. 

Gbntlkmen,*— Thereception I met with at the nomina^ 
tioa from so large and so respectable a body of freeholders^ 
while it calls forth the fullest expression of gratitude, gives 
me th^ strongest confidence,, as to the result of that contest 
in* which I am. at present involved. 

Tlie^ unanimous kindness and attention with which I wsl9 
how>9red, aiad the flattering approbation with which I was 
heard^ amid .the clamour of contending parties, makes it a 
giiatifyimg^aiid absolute duty to return tnanks individually 
to evisry mm present, for his conduct to me on that occasion^ 

The sh^w of hands has most amply satisfied me that the 
county at larg^ has admitted the validity of my pretensions^ 
and that it has done me only the justice of believine that 
the opposite reports, of coalition with the other Candidates, 
are equally void of foundation. 

1 have now only to request your attendance, on the day of 
Election, at Wilton, and to. express mjr earnest hope th|it xny, 
friends^ will continue ^heir exertions, in order to place my 
success beyond the possibility of doubt, or the effect of acci- 
dents.— —X have the honour to remain, 

Gentlemen, your faithful and obliged servant, 

PAUL METHUEN. 
Cor sham House, June 1 9, , rs 1 8 . 
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Ih the Freeh&biers of the Gmnty 0/ Wilts. 

Gentlemen, — 1 hasten to express my warmest thanks to 
vou for the almost unanimous support which you have given 
me on this day. Your exertions tor the preservation ot the 
independence of the county of Wilts must be crowned with 
success. 

The endeavours of those who would make our independent 
county resemble a mere borough interest, and become the 
i\jf)|)endag^ of a single family, cannot avail against the sense, 
of the freeholders, ardently and generally- expressed at this. 
Nomination, My friends will persevere, during a few dayt 
more, and our triumph will then be completed, by the only, 
constitutional mode of deciding such a contest as we are en« 
gaged in — a majority of votes on the Sheriff's Poll. 

Those freeholders, whom, ;after all my personal exertions^ 
I haye not been able to wait upon, will, I trusty attribute 
that circumstance to the right cause, the want of time, and 
will not withhold their support from me on that account. After 
thesi election, I shall, with pleasure, discharge that duty, aud 
all GPthers which it may be incumbent on me to perform. 
.1 have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your very faithful and devoted servant, 

- JOHN BENETT. 
JDmm, Jme 18> 1818. 

7b the Gentiemeu, Clergy^ TebmeHy and FreehMer^ 
in general of the Cimnty of WUte. 

GfiiNTLEMEic, — ^The Eighteenth ofjune^ so metttorabl^ 
in the annals of the worM-, and honoul-aUeXo my family ,[ 
will, in the records of this county, prove, I trust, a day of 
happy prospect; and one of distinction to myself. 

As a friend to the free exercise of the suffrages of tlve free- 
holder — "unbiassed,^' — I protest most solemnly against the 
unconstitutioniil proceedfng of permitting- the assemblage, 
in military order, of troops of Yeomanry Cavalry (though 
not in uniform,) armed with heavy sticks. 

It was with the most sincere regret,, that, at the head of 
this corps,. I saw a private friend, though political enemy-^ 
a Candidate for a seat in Parliament--and a magistrate.--^ 
Is this the way to conciliate the affections of the electors? 
This novel mode of advocating the cause- of a Candidate, 
put in nomination, can alone have occasioned the High 
Sheriff, (whose hofiour and impartiality no'one4:!an doubt) not 
to have declared the public voice to be in favour of Mrw 
Methuen and myself. 
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Tlie tatnult of this dlty's proceeding must be ptdnfol to the 
recollection of all persons, who, upon such occasions, are 
Advocates for calm discussion. 

Ithowevei' gives me the most sincere gratification (oknow, 
that which must have been universally apparent to all assem* 
Wed at Devices, — that the disorder arose from those wha 
wore Mr. Benett's colours, and from no others. 

I most seriously regret the accident which befel Mr. 
Benett ihe preceding evening, and I boldly take the liberty^ 
to implore of every person who thinks favourably of me, to 
act respectfully, to hear patiently, and fairly to consider all 
that Mr. Benett, at any period of the ensuing contest, may 
think fit to address to the freeholders. 

Whatever may be the conduct of my opponent, I shal),. 
upon all occasions, conduct myself with the utmost temper 
and moderation. 

With Mr. Methuen I divide the public opinion, as well atf 
a vast majority of the commercial and agricultural interest 
of the county; — with one exception I find inserted in the 
list of those, who have promised Mr. Methuen or mysejf 
support, the descendants of gentlemen who for more than 
baft a century represented in Parliament this great county. 

I am honoured by the support of whole families who were 
conspicuous in the successful efibrts they made to preserve 
the independence of the county during the glorious con- 
test of 1772. 

Is it therefore **idle vamly,'^ which, under such auspicious 
circumstances, leads me to continue the contest f Is it with 
such support as this ^^ my long purse?' can have any weight ^ 
Oris a combination of a newly-constituted magisterial autho- 
rity to take from its own bodyan individual possessing '' local 
informaUon/' whose agricultural knowledge is to be consider- 
ed a sufficient passport to your favour i 

I sincerely wish well to Mr. Methuen, but that genUemaa 
and myself have in no way coalesced. 

X have the honour to be, Gentlemen^^ 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

hemes, Jwie 18, 1818. W. LONG WELLESLET. 



To the Gentlemen^ Clergy ^ Yeomen^ and Freeholders 
in general of the County of Wilts. 

, Gentlemen,— Th6 avowed intention, of Mr. Benett, ia 
his first address to the freeholders of the county, of person- 
ally renewing his request to you not tijil after ^ dissolution 
of Parliament, induced me to believe that that gentleo^n in- 
tended to adopt the usual course of canvassing. 
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Bythift assertion, he v/bb, in his personal canvass^ advanc* 
ed more than a fortnight, before I was enabled to quit my 
duties in Parliament. 

I have adhered to the promise I made you of endeavouring 
to pay my respects to all the freeholders in the county ; and 
if 1 should not have succeeded in presenting myself to all, 
individually, 1 trust they will nt>t consider it to have arisen 
from inattention or neglect, but from circumstances which 
were not within my control. 

' I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
W. LONG WELLESLEY/ 
Salisbury^ June fiO, 1 8 1 8. 

To the Printers of the Salisbury and Winchester 
Journal. 

In the report of Mr. Benett's dinner at Devizes in your 
Journal of Monday last, that gentleman remarked in a speech 
"which he made on the occasion, ^* that proposals had been 
made to him, by me, on the part of Mr. Wellesley, to decide 
the depending contest by a reference to the professional agents 
of the respective Candidates; to which I had stated that Mr. 
31etbuen had assented." 

. I took an opportunity yesterday, previous to the. Nomi« 
nation, to mention to Mr. Benett, that he laboured under a 
mbtake respecting Mr. Methuen, and Mr. Benett promised 
to rectify the error ; but as he failed to do so at the Nomina* 
tion, probably from the confusion and noise which prevailed, 
I think it right to make known thus publicly, that on my 
mentioning Mr. Wellesiey's proposal to Mr. Methuen, that 
gentleman said, he was desirous of preserving the peace 
of the county, and would sanction what I agreed to on his 
behalf, provided it met with the general approbation of those 
^ho honoured him with their support, but as Mr. Benett 
declined giving an answer to the proposal, on the day it was 
inade, I <Ud not commit Mr. Methuen or his friends, by either 
approving or disapproving the measure, and therefore Mr. 
Benett had no authority from me to declare Mr. Methuen's 
ussent* 

In fact there were two propositions made by me on behalf 
of Mr. Wellesley — one was, that all the three Candidates 
should decide the contest without an appeal to a poll, by the 
method stated in Mr. Benett's speech ; — and the other was, 
to leave Mr. Methuen out of the question, and consider him 
as an unopposed Candidate, and to let the contest and ex- 
pense terminate by the reference of Mr. ]^oett*s and Mr, 
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Wdlesley's Totes to the investigatioD of iilBioal friendt- It 
is hilt lair to add, that theae^proposaU W€re made by Mr, yVtl- 
lesley in consequence of a rumour set afloat} that b^ wished 
to injure Mr. Benett, by putting him to every possible e^» 
pense^ and to convince that gentleoiao and his friends to the 
conirary. I remain^ gentlemen, ycMur obedient servant, 

Mohkton Farleigh, IQthJurre, 1 8 IB. .J. LONG, 

To WilUam Long WieHe^ley, Esq. 

Six, — I am an independent freeholder, and Hill very lately 
have taken but Kttle interest .in the impending contest for 
the county ; it is true that I have read the various adver- 
tisements and squibs which have from.time to time been sent 
forth to the public by the advocates of each party, and 
though some few may have disgusted me, in general I liave 
derived from them considerable ^amusement. Totally un- 
jzroved'by them myself, I have made no promise of my votes, 
hut have always determined to attend at the eleetsoD, and to 
give my feeble support to the two Candidates whom I might 
then think the most worthy. I must now. Sir, honestly tell 
yon thit the reports of the past week, if they be tme, (and 
1 trust they are not wholly so>) have pvodnced in my mind 
an impression very unfavourable to you. 1 have heard Aat 
disgraceful soeoes of tumult have taken place at Devizes, 
at Trowbridge, and at Salisbury-^that at the.lattea: places 
ea Tuesday last, you paraded the streets <at the head of a 
mob, and that Mr. Benett was insulted thereon a siAsequent 
day. If, Sir^ these accounts be tm^ and you haye, in the 
leasti given eficoui:agement to such disorderly conduct / will 
not xotefor you • 1 am told that there are many hundreds^ 
on whose support you might have iiedrly rtekoned, whidi 
will BOW be withdrawii if such disgraceful scenes aiesuflbred 
to continue. I address this to you, Sir, as a well»wi|her t^ 
your oauae ; to you. Sir, who not eighteen ^months «inoe; 
toted for the suspension of the Habeas CJorpus Act, and for 
the suppression of. all tumults and disorderly meeting^i 
Peigo, Sir, to take the advice of a friend, who is anstious that 
you should not disgrace yourself by loosing «iiid bringing 
into action the worst passions of mankind, lo the next moS 
that 9iay assemble around yon say, that however m^och you 
may be gratified by their 2eal and wttacbment to yotr causey 
yet that riot and disturbance must make it despemse. A^ 
peal to their good and generous feelings, Sir,<aDd ^hAttfue^ 
born Briton is here devoid of such feelings ?) tel)«heitt that 
it is no proof of manliness and courage for hundneds to as*' 
sault an univotected. individual, thattb^y are Brihm! 
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honoUrpikle^ boldy and brave^be cor.qu$wr$ of Frencfymfn, 
-«->irol ike murderers of Englishmen. ' . 

I am Sir, your obedient seiVadt, 

AFRIEND TO PEACE, HARMONY, AND GOODWILL. 

fFarminster, June 19, \S\8. 



To the Ji^reefuMers of the County of WHU, 

GeNTIjEMBN, 

I AM a brother freeholder, perfectly independent, fnd ^ 
warai supporter of the rule which has always prevailed in this 
county, of not promisiqg n\y vote and interest till the se^s^' 
of the county has been ascertained by ipeans of a day of 09* 
mination. I have not deviated from this rule in the present 
instance, nor have I propiised my vote to either of the Cat|« 
didates. I attended at the Nomination on Thursday^Ust with 
a determination of holding up my hand in favoujr of the Carir 
didate who should be considered be^t qualified for the ^Uh*' 
ation, and who should appear ^o have the general sens^ of 
the freeholders. Whet) I entered the town of Devizes, ^bieh 
Was not till the Sheriff with the respective Candidates b»4 
left the Bear to take possession of the market place, I wM 
forcibly struck with the ascendancy which the party espous- 
ing Mr. Benett's cause appeared to have over the friends of 
the^other Candidates, and, at the same tia>e, as a freeholder, 
perfectly independent, [ could not but feel indignant at the 
conduct of those who hoisted the colours of Mr« I/ong Wei- 
lesley, and appeared to espouse his cau^e. Such a scene of 
riot and confusion was a disgrace to our county ; was never 
equalled at the Westminster election, or any other, where 
the assemblage of persons was much greater; and would dis* 
'grace even Saint Giles's, or the market of Billingsgate. Tbe 
effect cannot serve any Candidate, but must (as has been the 
case at Westminster) favour the candidate who is. meant by 
the measure to be .injlired.-^These disgraceful proceedings, 
however, would not have influenced my vote against the Can- 
didate who was favoured with the good wishes of persons of 
this disorderly description; but when, on inquiry) I fonad 
tliat the qualineations of Mr. Long Wellesley did not entitle 
. him to the support of the freeholders at large, I tkouabt it 
yjght at once to decide, as my countrymen appeared almost 
^vinanimously to do, in favour of Mr. Benett, and that decision 
shall be followed up by giving to him not only a plumper on 
the day of election, but all the interest and support I caoi 
muster shall be coupled with it. Mr. Benett does not expert 
this of me^ for I know he has reckoned on my opposing him. 
The Rev. Mr. Awdry who is my friend, and who I saw with 
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Mr. Welleslej't friends at Devizes, will be disappointed, be« 
cause I know he has included me in the list of that gentle- 
man's staunch supporters. Recollect, gentlemen, I am not a 
member for any club, I am no great man, nor am I rich, but 
I am independent, and a man of character, the friend of the 
people; and if that which has been urged in the various 

Slacards which I have seen was correct, that in voting for 
Ir. Benett I should be giving support to the regulations of 
any particular club or society, who would dare to name the 
members for thirs county, I would lend my hand and exhaust 
my purse to frustrate that gentleman's election ; I feel the 
contrary to be the case, from what 1 witnessed at Devizes ; 
and in supporting Mr. Benett 1 know I shall support the in- 
dependence of the county, and go in unison with the majority 
of the freeholders, as well those who are wealthy as those 
whose sitiiations in life are humble, and amongst the latter I 
wish upon all occasions to be included, for I am proud to call 
the tradesman and mechanic my friends ; and I am delighted 
when I see that the vote of a small freeholder has the same 
effect as that of a freeholder who is blessed with a magnificent 
fortune and occupying a splendid mansion. The election of 
Mr. Benett I am sure is certain, and equally certain am I that 
it will be the result of that independence which hitherto has 
existed in this county, add which I trust will exist to the end 
of time. 1 repeat, gentlemen, that I am 

AN INDEPENDENT FREEHOLDER. 
June l9, tS\8. 

* Committee Room^ White Hart Inrij Salisbury^ June 20, 18I8* 

At a Meeting of the Central Committee, assembled this day^ 
for the purpose of securing the return of JOHN BENETT, 
£sq. as one of the representatives in Parliament for this county ; 

WILLIAM WYNDHAM, Esq. in the Chair; 

It was resolved^ That this meeting congratulates the county 
of Wilts on the sure and certain hope of Mr. Benett's ultimate 
success, so decidedly manifested by the very numerous and re- 
spectable tokens of support which he so spontaneously received 
on Thursday last, at Devizes ; being assured, that bis long and 
general experience-^his discriipinating judgment and talents— 
his known loyalty and independence^— his inflexible integrity, 
and his strong attachment to the interests and prosperity of 
this county (the place of his nativity and residence) render hipi 
^ peculiarly qualified to fill the high and honorable station to 
which he has aspired. 

Resolvedy That we perceive, with the strongest emotions of 
regret, that attempts have been made to prejudice the miadi of 
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the lower classes of society, by the publicity eiven to fal^ and 
obnoxious writings, and the circulation of inflammatory hand- 
bills, which have already produced acts of violence, and can 
only ultimately lead to the commission of injury to the per- 
sons and property of all parties, and tend to demoralize the 
minds of the hitherto industrious poor, even after this contest 
shall have been determined. 

iff lo/re^, That we will daily and diligently use all honorable 
and legitimate means, both collectively and individually, to 
secure the return of Mr. Benett ; and most earnestly exhort his 
friends (until the poll be closed) as much as possible, todevqte 
their whole time, their industry, and their zeal, to the glorious 
cause of independence. 

Resolved, That this meeting be adjourned until Monday next« 

WILLIAM WYNDHAM. 
The Chairman having left the chair, it was resolvedj that 
thanks be given to him for his zealous and able conduct* 

WILTS ELECTION. 

The friends of Mr. Benett, who so nobly supported him at 
the nomination at Devizes on Thursday last, together with all 
others in the independent interest, are most earnestly requested 
to assemble on Wednesday morning next, on Mr. Benett^t . 

Sound, near the hustings, about three miles from Salisbury ,*on 
e Devizes road, again to aid and suf^port the glorious cause, 
as a shew of hands is figain to be proposed. 



To the Independent Electors of WUta. 

After all the acrimonious verbiage which has now for 
weeks marked the progress of the present struggle, with sub- 
mission, I venture one word by way of appeal, not to the inte-- 
grity (for that I will not doubt), but to the pride and spirit of 
the freeholders of Wiltshire. 

Electors ! you have many most meritorious, most respectable 
gentlemen born amongst you, educated in the midst of you, I 
may say identified with you — but they are unfortunately de- 
terred Kom offering themselves to your honourable notice by 
the torrent of expense attending a contested election. But 
will you for this, I ask, suffer the honour of your county ijo be 
tarnished by delegating its important interests to the hands of a 
stranger, whose only pretensions to your favour are founded on 
the accidental acquisition, by marriage, of a few estates in your 
county i Will vou allow the world to say of you, that Wilt- 
shire is too small to find a p^ntleman of her own fit to be the 
guardian of her privileges m Parliament? No! Ekctors! ii| 
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(he present dearth of Candidates, look rather again to Cor^ham, 
to your old representative, who hafi given you proofs of bis 
4eal in upholding your rights, and defending your pockets 
from the grasp of profusion.— And if you can think that 
Mr. Benetfs zealous endeavours for the welfare of his native 
county,* as a magistrate and an agriculturist, give him any' 
title to your favourable consideration out of Parliament, it 
will surely not be deemed too much to put his professions for 
a while to the test in the honourable^ nay laborious and painful 
anxiety which he has displayed to serve you in it. And, re- 
collect, that should he even fall short of your expectations in 
the high trust reposed in him, the staflf of power will, in human 
probability; soon again revert to yourselves, at the death of 
our very aged and venerable Monarch. 

A WELL-WISHER TO THE COUNTY. 



To the Freeholders qf the County of WUtg. 

CrENTLEMEN, 

I BELIEVE your feelings in general are so perfectly in har- 
mony with my own on the subject of returning our members, 
that any further observations on the propriety, the absolute 
necessity of upholding the respectability and honour of the 
county, by electing Mr. Benett, would be a work of superero- 
gation — ^yet, as that*' honesf^ fellow the Clothier has laboured, 
with all the bombast of a tillage school-master^ lo naislead yoii, 
I beg leave io call your attention to his last precious produc- 
tion, which will prove that his labours are founded in malice 
and uncharitableness. 

After stating to you^ bg way of swelling his own importance^ 
that be had sent off " large orders," which, by the bye, can be 
but little connected with the Wiltshire election, he palavers in 
an ungrammatical and almost unintelligible jargon about the 
respect in which he holds the magistrates of the county ; and 
in his next paragraph he belies his assertion by grossly insult- 
ing them, accusing them of an attempt to barter the right of 
election and the independence of the county to secure them- 
selves private advantage — " OA, proh prudorV* Shame, where 
18 thy blush ? A pretty specimen this of the " honest" fellow's 
respect for them ! I think old Dactyle then let out mor« than 
was consistent with his assumed character. The truth is, that 
Mr. Benett enjoys the friendship, and has the support of the 
great body of our magistrates and gentlemen- — all m<n of hi^h 
character, but amongst whom this " honest fellow," the Cla- 
. tfaier^ finds no footing — hefeels mollified at a conspiousness of 
bis own insignificance, and he endeavours to vilify his betters 
and debase them to hiarown level— he, like a fretful pedagogue^ 
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would Aoe HI all vf\kO think dii^Tently fitun himself; but, 
thank Goq, he is a toothless cur» who has nothing left him but 
the power to growl, and the HdUI to bite. I should like to 
know irhat hand he has had in that '^ notorious'* production, 
Mr. Pik's letter. The time draws near when the breast of every 
Wiltshire elector should beat high with honest independence. 
I believe there is not a man among us who, on sober reflettionf 
would proclaim to the world his own disgrace, by admitting 
that in point of morals and talents, we rank so low that no 
native of Wiltshire can be found fit to represent us in ParFia- 
ment^ It would be a waste of time to riply to this writer's 
rhapsody about Cornish boroughs, hut it may be some conso- 
lation to him to recollect that Mr. Wellesley has represented a 
Cornish borough^ and his senatorial services may be again ob- 
tained through the same honourable channeL |should they be 
required, or his vanUi/ determine him to have a seat in the 
House of Commons. 

Trowbridge, June 18, 1813. A SCRIBBLER. 

Indep€nde7i(^.--EsetfW)rdhuzff Bed Book, 

The undermentioned gentlemen, relatives of W. L. Wel- 
lesley, Esq. one of the present Candic^ates for Wiltshire, 
receive the Tollowing sums annually from the pockets of the 
people, according to the Extraordinary Red Book, published 
in 1815: 

Mr. WeB«8ley Pole (father of Mr. Long Wellesley, as Master > -^I-^ ^ 

of the Mint - ' . . - .r W|^0 

Marquis of WeUesley (his nncle), as Chief RemembrMCef In J ^ oAt a 

Ireland - >• - -$ ' " 

Sir H. Wellestey (anothtr vncle) Aarinssador at MMkM <- - 10j60S 
The Hon. C. Bagot (who married aa aaiit)) En^ Extnwhli-^ ^ 

nary and Minltter Plenipotiratiarf in Anmca .... 
Lord Burghersh (who married PrnctiAa) a Ministar Pleaipi^eii* 

tiaryt^fheDttke of Tuscany --•.-a....* 
Lord Fitzroy ^Somerset ^tirbo married Emity Haniet) Secr^uy 

of Embassy at Paril --------***. 

Gerrard Vateritti Weli«iley (aaotlier uwete) dMiptate <d UK 

King, Canon of St. Paul's, te« (oneertidn) «•....: 

£Sd,690 10 

Brother freeholders — -judge for yourselves, who is most 
likely to prove himtdf an indepeadetit mtmber of Parlia- 
ment, Mr. Long Wellesley, of Wansteatl Housd, in Essex, 
or John Bctielt, Esq* of Pythouse, within your own county? 

CALCULATOR, 

N. B. I have n6t ttoliced ftny »tim l^etited by the immor- 
tal DoJcfe of Welliogton, becausts no pecuniairy reward can 
suflicitetly tcttify our gratitadc to bim for hit eminmU ser- 
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to the Freeholders of Wiltshire. 

It was to be expected, that whilst Mr. Benett's glorious 
victoiy at Devizes, on Thursday last, would screw up to the 
highest pitqh of joy and exultation the hopes of his friends, 
it would, on the other hand, strike pale more than one glow- 
ing countenance, whjch had beamed with malicious antici* 
patiop. Hence every hope of ultimate success on the part of 
one of our opponents having vanishecl, a system of intimida- 
tipn h^s beeti resorted to (as a forlorn hope) for the purpose 
of endeavouring to deter the friends of Mr. Benett from ex- 
ercising their free and unbiassed suffrages. Foolish and inis« 
taken men! — how ignorant of the pith and marrow of a real 
Wiltshireman ! Let Wednesday next teach theoi how we 
will conquer. 

'< He that ontliTes this day, and comes safe home, 

^< Will stand a-tip-toe when the day is named, 

** And rouse him at the name of ' Bbnett.' 

'* He that shall live this day, and see old age, 

*' Will, yearly, on the vigil, feast hia neigh&ur, 

" Call in his friends, and count his deeds of fame ; 

** Then will he strip his sleeve, and shew his scars : 

** Old men forget— yet shall not aU forget; 

" But they'U remember, with advantages, 

« What feats they did that day ; then shaU our names 

" Be in their flowing cups freshly remembered." 
Should sentiments such as these animate my brother Wilt- 
shiremen (and he who doubts must sin), let us rall^ around 
our country's friend, unawed by threats, and not intimidated 
by terror. Let us join, and numerously attend the poll, and 
not in the smallest degree relax in our efforts, until our tri- 
umph be complete. 

** Now on, you noble WUtshiremen, 

<< Whose blood is fetched from fathers of good proof— 

« Dishonour not yonr mothers, now attest, 

« That those whom you called fathers did beget you. 

« Be copy now to men of grosser blood, 

<< And teach them how to vote. And you, good yeomen, 

« Whose limbs were mad^ in Wiltshire, shew us here 

« The metal of yonr pasture ; let us swear 

« That you are worth your breeding, which I doubt not ; 

« For there is none of^you so mean and base, 

« That hath not noble lustre in your eyes: 

« I see you stand like greyhounds in the slips, 

« Stndningiipon the start. The game's a-foot— 

« Follow your spirit ; and, upon this charge, 

« Cry, << Benett for ever,'' Enghind and St. George. 

A WU.TSHIREMAN, 



Com Bin— Waterloo ! 
The 18th of June instant was certainly the glorious tinni- 
Tersary of the Battle of Waterloo ! But remember, it is no 
Jess extraordinary than true, that Willjam Long WcUesley, 
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Esq. although nephew of the Duke of Wellingtoui forsook 
his uncle at the beginning of his glorious career^ — came home 
— married a rich heiress (prudently, perhaps, for himself, 
thinking that glory should yield tp love) — got info Parliament 
for the notorious borough of St. Ives— voted for the Corn 
Bill !— also for the suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act ! — 
also for the indemnity of his Majesty's Ministers (his father 
being one) ! — also for the grant pf large sums of money, 
whereby taxes were increased ! — also for the keeping up a 
large Standing Army in time of profound peace, at an enor- 
mous expense! — and only upon one occasion voted for eco- 
nomy, namely, for the abolition of the Property Tax ! — 
whereby, however, recollect, he himself saved four or five 
thousand pounds a year ! — and now dares to stand for this 
independent county, and disturbs its peace and quiet witfaput 
the least chance of success ! 



CORN BILL. 

Be it Knbwn^ and ht it not he Forgotten, that 

Mr. LONG WELLESLEY, 

One of the present Candidates for the representation of the county, 

DID VOTE 

For the passing of the CORN BILL, 

In the Month of March, 1815, 

Being then a Member of the House, of Commons. 

f^ The Freeholders Will do weU to look to this Gentleman's YoteS) and 

not be misled by his professions. 



CORN BILL. 

Be it Known, and let it not be Forgotten^ that 

THE CORN BILL 

Would never have been thought of but for 

Mr. JOHN BENETT, 

BY WHOSE 

HARD SWEARING 
Parliament was deceived into the Measure. 



To the Printers qf the Salisbury and Winchester 

Journal. 
Gbntlembn,— In a hand-bill circulated thisevenine, and 
fiimed W. Long Wellesley, it is stated, ^' I protest most 
, solemnly against the unconstitutional proceeding of permit- 
ting the assemblage, in military order, of troops of yeomanry 
cavalry (though not in uniform), armed with heavy sticks.'* 

As a member (however bumble) of the corps above allud- 
ed to^ I cannot suffer such a libel to pass uncontradicted ; 
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and I mo%t solemnly a98ert that the friencU of Mr.- Bei^ett 
who were on horseback at Deviees, did not assenible in mi- 
liUry order, were not principally composed of members of 
the regiment, though no doubt amoqgst the freeholders, there 
assembled, in the interest of Mr, Benett; many of theni may 
have belonged to different troops \ nor were they armed with 
heavy sticks while in the market-place and during the nomi* 
nation. But, on quitting the town, some of Mr. Benett'# 
friends were compelled to arm themselves with sticks, not 
for purposes of offence, but tq guard themselves from the 
attacks of a desperate mob (unauthorised no doubt) wearing 
the colours of Mr. Wellesley. 

I am perfectly aware that many other parts of this hand- 
bill are worthy of comment, but that I leave, to abler hand^ 
than mine; nor would I have now intruded pyself on the 
public, but from a sense of the duty which I owe to the regir 
ment thus stigmatized. 

I am, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
Salisbury, June 29, 1818. J* PENiSTON. 



To the Freeholders qfthe County of Wi^. 

Gentlemen,*— I beg most heartily to congratulate you 
on the numerous assemblage of gentlemen who appeared at 
Devizes on Thursday last, for the purpose of supporting the 
nomination of Mr* Benett« — The tact of so large a body of 
respectable freeholders assembling in his favour at so very 
short a notice, is, in my opinion, decisive as to the question 
of his election; and, from the observations I have made, I 
am equally decided in my opinion, that the groun^l which 
Mr. Benett has lat/ely gained m the g9od*will,of thecoun^y 
at large, i^ in no inconsiderable degree f^ttribotablf to the ex- 
treme malignity which has marked t)ie phar^cter of the oppo- 
sition made to him ; for g«n«rous minds will always spurn at 
such unparalleled arts as have been resorted to, to calum- 
niate him in the present content. What can he mpre horrid 
than the charge of atheism insinuated by the '^ indescribable" 
Titus Trucpian? What can be more bas^ thap the wilful 
misrepresentation of Mr. Benett's evidence in the House of 
Peers i 

I am ready to allow, and I do it witlf great pleasure^ that 
1 think Mr. Wellesley incapable of countenancing the baie 
arts which I have alluded to. He is a gay, dashing, fashion- 
able man, who, I understand^ has always moved in the higher 
ranks of life, and who, I daresay, when hujicaed after by 
boys and rabble, marvels much how it i^ that he has ac(]uired 
such popularity amongst them. 



To Mr. Wcllesley tjhc representation b^ the cdunty is tt 
fair and conMnendable object of ambition ; bat the means 
that have been used to attain it for bim are certainly far from 
.commendable. 

Being a stranger to the county, he should, oh his first 
forming a connection with it, have ingratiated himself with 
its most respectable gentry and freeholders, whose good 
wishes a man of his address and splendid fortune might per- 
haps have gained over to his cause ; they would have oone 
honour to his cause, and would have bestirred themselves to 

I>rocure his return in a proper and legitimate manner. But, 
et me ask who are now his associates i I have heard, and 
from indubitable authority, that one or two unbeneficed 
clergymen, to .whom Mr. Wellesley was totally unknown be« 
fore the present contest, but who, allured by his wealthy as 
crows are instinctively attracted by carrion, degrade the sa- 
cred character of their profession, by ranging themselves in 
the Foremost and most active rank of his electioneering agents. 
His weakh has'of conrse procured for him ,the services of in- 
numerable attornies ; who, as^agents, only labour in their vo^ 
cation. His other agents consist for the inost part, I am sorry 
to say, iff men of desperate fortune and disreputable character. 
This is the rock upon which I pronounce that Mr. Lonsr 
Wellesley's vessel will split, while that of Mr. Benett wiU 
gaily weather the storm. A. 3* 



WILTSHIRE RACES. 

On WEDNESDAY, JUNE %ith, l&lS^ 
The FREEHOLDERS' PLATE 

Witt be mn for ^ any " Thorough Breds," who can prove their necessary 
qtialifications.— The best of heats. To be seen and entered at the Steward's 
post on the mominff of that day. . If any diH>Qtes arise, to be determined 
by the High Sheriff, or whom he shall appoint-^T4e Tkirmigh Brtdt tOrtml^ 
expect^ io 8iwrt,--are Rider, CUmr. 

Mr. Corsham's Tnmcoat, hj Changeable D. Ollapod. Uncertain; 
Mr. lUweed's Com Bill, by Self-interest A Shark ]^onse Miztnie: 

D.WeUfaigton*s Nephew, by Independence W.Waterloo WeOington Bine. 
Mr. Comi»ton*s Wheel of FcHrtune, Mr. Marshwood's Covntry Qentleman» 
Mr. Swindon's Ambrose and Mr. Vyse's Escort, were named, bat do not start. . 
^ To atari each day ai ten o'clock, 
Theownerof each Thorough Bred is expeeted to pay — ^Guineas to the elerk 
of the course for post entrances, &c.*-The instructions for clearing the course 
will be as much as possible enforced. None hvLi baiUk/ide freeholders will be 
admitted o|i the stand. 

The Hioh Shbriff, Stbwasd. ^ 
The Undehsheriff, Clerk of the Coune, 
*»* All manner of rustic diyerslons every day, and Ordinaries every where. 
N, B. It is expected there will be several matches, handicaps, and sweep- 
stakes on the vanouji dliys of the Races— -due accounts of which will be pao« 
lished io the next Calendar*. 

R R 
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ffOJ'O^lOUS FJCT. 
FREEHOLDERS OF WILTS, 

" Let it be Remembered, and Let it never be Forgotten,* 
That a "/«» men of desperate fortunes''* and *' disre- 
potable character^ ha^e, with a hng pole^ most i]nmercil*olI^ 
beaten Ihe hug eommitUe^ and will continue to do so, aa long 
as they can bear it. 

*^ See a very gmtkmmdy letter of a Mr. A. B. in the Sattsbnry Jonmitf, 
oft^98nd; ^ ' 

WILTSHIRE FREEHOLDERS. 

C^owo to the poU, that you may not be disappointed in 
the oppprtunity of giving your support to the man of your 
c)io}<J9. 

.l^lff ry Yoter \i:ho polls in the cause of iadependenee audi 
IjOjOka W ^lleriey, 9imh if one undihe ^ame^ will have his name 
|^£|n^(l down to posterity. 

ifop i(h^r^oce is ykmr time, or nmr; our oipfonaenffs rem 
K9(irpef Qre fi^iUne, bis sfireogib has been tried to-day^ ^ he km 
pefm yi<9ighfii iff w balance nud feund W0f9HngJ" 

Q#§ 4§y pore au4 with your assiatance, we most aqceeed; 
Hmaf long J^eile^Mffor Eterl! NoBcntiil 
no 'Qwqcksl! 
■ ' " ' J '- II'- 

THE CLOTHlER^S LAST WORD 
To the JFrei^koJIdlers ^ti^ Cmviy of WtlU. 
Gentlemen, 

I HAVE repeatedly; called your attention to the real question 
at issue at the prt^sen.t election of a Parliament Man for thi^ 
fcotrntjr. it if, tf ^it-P^^^L^Y, ap^ fut.m:^ ijt|4^peDdent VQtes 
|pr y(:^i9elyes ^d your cbilffi-en, or^ Benetiy and criogin^ i|n* 
der the Quorum, • 

^ Thfoos^ often ytXgffi^ to it, no oue b^s dlspu^^d the pqr* 
rpcUij^i of ^W p1aiV«taV^«i«i^^- I^ CEi^ohoibci di^put^d* 

Ktbe last production of the pitiful *' Scribbler/^ wbaagaitt 
attempts by a ** random squjb*' to dfaw ^our Attention frQpi 
the trtie qufestion, >yere iforthy of any qonce, there is now 
i^p ti^e t;o tMrq roupd fox the sa^e pf bp^lli^g; tb^ f^ow> 
e^rt ^by iQore. ' * 

You are now going to the hustings. 

You that wish to ^sfeiyish Quorum iofll^ence for ever, kisif 
the ground and crawl upop yo«ir %aei^9, a^d ^hine out, Benett. 

X9» tb.at a??, for bat^iqg 4pwn tq ypMr 4e3C^wtsan 
honest aqd honourable independence, wa& up boldly^ like 
true Wiltshire freeholders, and give f^/lp^% a plumper. 

Trowbridge, June 23y 1818, A CLOTHIER. 
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WILTSHIRE EtECtlON. 

NOMINATI€tfN AT DBVIZEX 
Tfl£ Q170RUMITE6 AND tRB H'iKDON TrOOPS. 



To the Freeholders qf tVUts. 

GsKTLB]«rBN, 

Facts speak Ibuder tlian w'ords, and the events df this 
day are certainly stifficieht to convince you. which of th^ 
Candidate^ you ought to return, and, consequently, the one 
yoii ought to reject. Will you for a inoment entrqst your 
liberty, your property, your lives, into the hands of a aiaii, 
who violates the cons'titutiori of Kis country oq the yerv 
threshhold of his entrance into public life, and most feeN 
itigly endangers the lives of his fellow-subjects from ai too 
great aflfection for his own ? The Hindon troop of cavalry 
had no business at the Nomination of Candidates .for the 
couttty; they w'ere introduced for* the purpose of intithida-^ 
tiob, and for preventing,' floim the situation to which they 
iVere ordered, the High Sheriff from arriving at the sense' 
of the freeholdetff. There were as many of Mr. Methuen'i 
and Mr, Wellesley^s friends behind the troop as there were" 
before them, whose bands the Sheriff could liot possibly., 
^iee; although, as \twas', th6 nudabers wiere so neiarl]^ equal 
that the Sheri^ could not determine to whom belonged the 
^periority. 

Now, Uentlerten, if, after this declaration of tbeSHeritf— 
a declaration true to the best of his kfiowkd^e--^(oT the horsed 
itfen prevented his seeing half the freeholders in the interest 
df Mr. M^thuen and Mr. Welleslev), a man, and that man a 
Candidate, was to publish a hand-biff, assierting that the free-, 
- hrolders wtre " almost unanimous'* in his favour, you would" 
u^itein passing no very favourable opinion upon his' vera-, 
city.' I atn prepared to prove to your satisfaction, thai' 
there were three' to one' against him', and that Mr. BenettV 
assertion is a i«i£! . . • 

^ When the troop Was requested to dismount by a respeict- 
abte gentlertian, in ord^ir thdt the fears of the freeholders '. 
might be allayed, and the Sheriff better able to' perform his 
functions, he was answered by one of those friends to' 
'^ Order/' that, >" if hetl Uself stood in the ajqy, he would ndt ' 
dhmdunir Wodld you believe it, Gentlemen, that this* 
te'ro'onhof^sixik was laiely^a Member of ParliaincfUt, and" 
is oti« oP th0 " Qtrorum !*• The remainder of that respectable ' 
body were ott ' the leadd and' balcotiy of the Bear Inn, cdri-j 
tributing, bjr words and signs, to produce that Riot, whictf* 
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Messrs. Locke an^ Phipps, 'm the ^ervescence of ibeir 
morning's zeal, had been so ciarcful to prevent.. They read 
the RiotActy lest a riot should take p1ace--=-no^ because there 
was one; and> having finished this cRefiFasuvreot magistracy^ 
they proceeded to the balcony, where some were attempting 
to produce ^iyhat must have been a serious breach of the 
peace. After the conspicuous display they made of them* 
selves on leads^ on balconies, at windows, they cannot be 
offended at being called — nay, I rather think they did it iot 
the purpose of deserving the epithet so well applied by Mr.. 
Wellesley — ^" the notorious Quorum !*' Some of them were 
almost as notorious as the Bear himself, -havine placed them- 
selves on the same level. You will discover from this mar- 
tial array, and from the conduct of their leaders, on what 
interest Mr. Benett grounds his pretensions. — The Hindon 
troop lined the front of the place where 'you had assemble4^ 
to exercise your rights as freemen ; but whenever one of you 
appeared whom they suspected hostile to their chief, tbey 
attempted to close round you, and prevent your admission. 
I heard Mr. Galley (his name shall not be kept secret) re*, 
peatedly order the men to interrupt the proceedings of the 
aay, in defiance of his duty as a magistrate, and of the oath 
he bad taken to preserve the public peace ; while some of 
his companions, arranged in front of the Bear, seconded his 
' endeavours by their cheers. Tis on such an interest as this 
that Mr. Benett's Independence is founded : but will you. 
Gentlemen, suffer your rights to be at the disposal of tbe. 
Hindon troop, though excited to tumult by some of the 
Quorum i Are you to be brow-beated into the choice of Mr. . 
Benett by such men, and such means? Will you so far 
degrade yourselves as to choose a man at all, who, after 
boasting himself that he had been every where received with 
uuch tmazing affection, is yet afraid, though in the midst of . 
those very persons who love him so, to trust his superbumaa 
attractions beyond the sound of the horse-hoofs of the war- 
riors of Hindon ! The way in which tbe other Candidates 
conducted themselves corresponded with the views they . 
eqtertaln of the electors of this large, enlightened, and 
high-spirited county. They did not skulk into the town by . 
night, but entered it in broad day. They needed no guards, 
having entrusted their pretensions to the good sense of the 
people ;^they have cast anchor in their affections, ' and se- 
cured their clstim; — they trust their cause to the freeholders 
at large ; they throw themselves upon them, and are thus 
enabled to treat with scorn the attempts of a club of invalids^ 
a Quorum of decrepits^ and the bravery of a loyal troop of 
discQ9^€ntcd cavalry, though beaded by the l^t^e member fgr. 
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Cricklade. . Shall t^e slaves whom you. saw on horseback^ 
who hooted when they were totd to Aoot-^who marched when 
they were told to march^o form the line in; front of the 
cross, when they were told to form ; — shall they hare to 
boast of giving a nleteber to the county of Wilts? Shall 
' we not rather beat them from the field i Will you, Gen- 
tlemen, who are making such a glorious stand against the 
tyranny of clubs and Quorums, submit to this military denpo^' 
(^m, appropriately introduced with a tri-coloured cockade? 
J^erish tne thought ! You have made a noble stanc^ and in 
Devizes too — ^John*s own castle, the very hive of the Qjio- 
rumites! 

^< What ! bunt the lion to his den, 

^ And take him thera!" , 

Twas a bold Stroke! Well done, Gentlemen K Bravo! Wilt- 
shire men! And done so quietly, too ! — done so much like 
freemen ! Who are the disturbers of the public peace-^-the- 
friends of Mr. Methuen and Mr. Wellesley, or the Old Moon*' 
Raker^ (who, by the bye, was not there). The Quorum, 
of whom Mr. CaUey is, a member — or the men who, in the 
discharge of a great constitutional duty, submitted to insult 
from those who were the conservators of the public pe^e?. 
Again I repeat. Well done, Wiltshire men ! Persevere, and 
you*ll be free— do it like men, and you 'U. deserve it. The 
J 8th of June, the day of your nomination, was the aniver- 
sary of the battle of Waterloo,^ when the gallant Welling- 
ton, by victory, restored the peace, and secured the liberties 
of Europe. 1 trust it is ominous — ^that it will prove' propi- 
tious, equally propitious, to his nephew, when contending' 
for the long-lost rights and independence of your county* 
It is to your exertions that he look's for support : second bis ' 
endeavours, and his efforts will be crowned with the most 
ample success. You observed the unfair and unhandsome 
manner in which he was treated by the Quorumites and the 
dregs of the clubs ;— you saw, that, although Mr. Behett 
could not have procured a hearing from those who were- 
^' almost unanimous'* in his favour, but for thie interposition 
of Mr. Wellesley, yet that courtesy could not prevent his 
receiving interruption from one individual, whose conduct' 
was certainly at variance with his station, and circumstances 
in life. This is the way in which they have acted all along : 
there is nothing fair, or candid, ormanly^ in their proceed- 
ings. You win cohvince them that there is something of a 
dinTerent kind in yours; and will, by returning him as your 
representative, reward his exertions in your cause. 

^ I am, Gentlemen, your iaithful Friend, 
Dcmes, June \9th, 1818. TITUS TRUEMAN* 
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FREEH6tDERSr 

MERE'S A CONTRAST. 



€f 



X.QOK ONTBIS PJCTVRE— . 



BENETT, 



9«j)p0rted by a few lAodhiDMers^ 
MittDfcd ni^ by awolofMiv Q«oftm; 
apd attempted to be forced upon us 
Iry a Chtb, whose meiAbers wish to 
t^ratnleie over thecoimty, and pre- 
KMit tbe Free^sm of Blectiim. 

Has a ** local*' knowledge of the 
county : viz, knows his w^y from Pyt- 
honse to Salisbury, and back again*- 
an4 ia a Ciq»taiD in the Yeomanry 
Catalry. 

Ckiv^ otBdoQs eTidence in faror of 
»MM^piiig Com BiO^ not fi»r the gaod 
of the nation ;*-bBt as he himself sta- 
ted, to heep up his own rektSy and de- 
din^d? if that were not diane^ he woidd 
IfWf f the kingdom. 

Unable to pav the expense of an 
election^ he holds out his hand' for 
aisfttance-^ays himself under pecn^ 
Dimyi obligations to the freehoiden-^ 
renders himself a dependent man — 
and the only chance he has of making 
itnp'k^f he succeeds, — to accept a 
INace Off a Pension; 

. Makes 1^ own wo«l into ekftfa of 
Pytbonse mixtui^, to undersell the 
nfanufacturer — sells spades^ hoes^ 
pkiuj^, &c. to keep down the me- 
chfAie^kxi^a a buildo^s- price bdok 
to clip the gains of tlie workman— 
and sends to Coventry for his own 
election ribbands, to save hhuselfthe 
- psvliltfoii the shop-keeper; 

Enpioy 8 His talent aad hii lime in> 
Anning, j^ting and publisbing* To* 
Mies to shew how lUtU the poor can 
liVe on^^^nd that any thing* beyond' 
barieytbKtadaiid notatoes, i» a laxiify < 
and unnecessary mr them I 



ANO 0N THAT." 

WBLLESLEY 

Stands on his oi^ 'n^eritsl-uses no 
thueats^despiMs iiifdde idfnence-* 
gives the county at ^arse an oppott». 
nity to free itself from fetters of « 
Chib, and to exei^ise itA right to Free- 
dom «f £le<^tioD. 

Has a general knowledge as ^ 
Statesman-^^has travelled over half 
the worid-Hmd has fought by the side 
of the yiustvious Welliiq^ton, 

Voted Ibr a mdderated Com BiU to 
enable the taant to deal with the' 
tradesman, and thus support boA: 
and, to prove his sincerity, tdwereSr lu$ 
reids on^ quarter, aiitf if that was not 
eaougfa, offered td -bum his tenants^' 
leases.' 

Disdains to accept the freefaokters* 

aknfr— is sufficiently rich to be ind^. 

^j^enffent of eveiynlian, and to'^abl^ 

mm, as he elwayg has dbne, nttblV ta 

refuse' either Ptooe or Penfi on^ 



DoesT WeMeOey do any tWnr thf^ 
least like. UBSt?--^! iiol 



DbeA WeHestey do thisF^-God for* 
bidf 



«'Cott» yimon ms-Mr mountain leave to fted. 



* And biktenoD this moor^' 



1 Sttt; yoni^ obedient Sehrant, 

HAMLET. 



FEEEjHOLDERS! 

HERE iS THE TRUE CONTRAST. 



*' LOOK ON THIS PICTURE-* 

BENETT, 

UpUeld hy tbe great body of Lan^ 
l^oldUn, Yftomanry, and Tmdfismeii, 
«ipitr9ly'ip^ep.e9di^9tpFi»c»ple«, per- 
lec^ uiHs<)naected \v(di <' ChM* or 
^ Ouormus ;*' though gentlemen viK» 
sometimes cline.togetl^r» and M^gi^ 
trates ivho attend the Sessions, unite 
with their poorer brother freeholders 
In tendering him their voluntary and 
ardent support. 

^as a '< IqcH l^no^edge of the ocm»> 
ty/'^*^ij;. hai atfentively studied and ^ 
nm^ hlBQ^lf tkvDfoughly acqiiaiDted 
with whiiteiveir ^wy prooipte Uie pgro*- 
perity of (M rv9kP V^ thai agiacoltunU 
part ^ the kkfgdom of which he is a 
Na/ire~ha& constantly resided pn the 
estate of his ancestors, and spent his 
income in the encouragement of trade 
and agriculture at home. 



Oave a men opimon, at the requisition 
of the British Legislature, in favour 
of a Com Bill. He also asserted the 
self-evident fact^ that if com were to 
be as cheap in a country burthened 
with an enormous load of debt and 
taxes as in one cqn^KU^tively ire« 
froqi both, landlords and tenants 
most be eompeUed either to leave the 
Iriogdom, or to employ their capital 
in some more advantageous pursuit. 
H^ aliowed, hQWfVYer^ all hi# tenants 
W^o cliose it Cnol e:)ccei)ting the noto- 
riotis Mr. John Pisher hmiself) to can- 
<^ tb«ir leaiies^ and genenoBsly took 
^Mr nw) iip<w At«Mr{^. 
Is reproaclied by his adv^TB^ries fiir 
his poverty, and his inability to pay 
the expenses of an election, lie feels 
this most illiberal insinnation as re- 
flecting disgrace only on those who 
made it > and (whether or not as abl^ 
to pay his debts hs his oppopent) that 
the eseamplos c€ a Hampdtn and a 
Marvel prQve that great ^isealth iB opt 
always necessary to indejijendeiice. 



Spends a portion of his time in expe- 
liments in trade and agriculture \ on 



AND ON THAT. 

WELLESLEY, 

Attirmpted to be fbiHed on th» ooiiiiff 
by the mfluenee of his wift's faaiiw, 
hf a fisw peers, by a number of liiit 
Freeholders, tlirougfa the faUlvteee of 
the j^ssest misrepresentation, uid« 
by what all may hear and 4^0 wiivt 
return from the hustings, tturoagh the 
Market-place, Salisbury, . that a^ost 
disgraceful spectacle m alacgeio4fir 
pendent county, a mkuii^rju^ mob. 

Is stated by his panegyrists to ^<< Imw 
a genoral koowledge as a stateolHUi f* 
wiiicb, however, has been BMmil* 
eoniaedtoMMsdif. Hispid he.'tat 
<< travelled over half tiie world;" Ant 
is, he' has expended his foitabeaiiiOM 
JforeigtmB, in sailing over 00 tamm 
water and riding over so modi hnd» 
as to yield OS another proof 

** How nudb a Dandy sent abrqadto twm 
BjEM«di a Dandy ttet It bNdttt hoMfl.* 

Voted ibr the Com Biff; iM^elKer 
upon a moderated seale or i^^rwife ; 
on the principle he voted on aliiiost 
every other occasion— j«sC as it wiisr 
proposed by Minislers. 



Boaats of has own ccntempt foe e»- 
peqse,. while insulting^ his op^anmt 
for his poverty,' and talk's of nis own 
noble disdain of place or pension, 
while a member of a family possessing 
places and pensions to the amount of. 
eighty thousand poundi p^r annum f 
tSo creditors of the rich Mr. Welles- 
le^r areiy donhtlesB, eateubting their 
gains wUh the most chacklisg antici« 
pation, and perfectly despise the vul- 
gar a(hige«^" DoB^t reckon your 
chickens before they are hatched." ' 

Does Mr. Wellealey do any thing like 
this? No! No! He employs his time 
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•ae oelasioii made bis oim wool into 
rloUi as his adversaries express it, at 
a time wb«D wool was untiaimble, and 
enploys a nomber cf mecliaiiics and 
tebourerSy payiifg thefli by meatmref #r 
Itefc workt as an enconragement to 
mffeBnify and ittdastry. E^ery libe- 
ral mmd will say, that the pitiful 
sneer of *' clipping the gains of the 
woriKOien/' renders the author of it 
worthy of being sent where he charges 
Mr. B. with sending for his ribbands, 
>iB.«-to GsvMfry. 

Is ranch occupied in the consideration 
ofphnsfor Improving the condition 
of the poor, ana drew a scale for their 
, leKef, according to their real neces- 
aities^-Mlesigned, certainly, to discou- 
page the idle and dissolute, bnt to ad- 
nfiiistar more effected support to the 
t0ieied, the aged, and ta^.— In 
proof of tiie absolute falsehood of his 
with to reduce their wages, he pro- 
Msedy as may be seen by his evidence 
More the' Committee on the Poor 
LaWSyto create soch a demand for 
laboor that the pomr might be fmd oe- 
€ar^kig t6 the price qf provisions. In 
abort, Mr. B. is ^constantly directing 
the powers of his liberal mind in the 
aoggettionof measures for cttitivatfaig 
our own country, and feeding and 
clothing its augmented population, so 
as to render us independent as much 
as possible, if not altogether, offereign 
nations* 

I am, Gentlemen, your obedient Servant, 

HAMLET, Seeundtts. 



at his toilet^ in the lounge bf fiond« 
street, or in the ring of Hyde-Park ia 
themormng; and id Fop^s Alley, at 
the Opera-Honse, or in votirg away 
the people's money in the House of 
Commons, in the evening. Any 
thought of the great staple commo- 
dity of his country, wqoI, never enter- 
ed his mind, unless, as. remains. fo>* 
ihe Wiltshire freeholders to shew 
him, that when he dreamed of carry- 
ing their Independent County, hfs 
** thoughts did indeed go a wool- 
gathering." 

Does Mr. Wellesley do any thing like 
this? No! No! Then, till he does, all 
we have to do is, to tell him to so back 
to the marshes ot Essex or the oog^ of 
AUeyne, according as he chooses to 
be l^f lish or Irish ; — that he has no 
one thmg to recommend him td our 
notice, but that be is nephew to the 
Duke of Wellington ; and that, even 
that, is unavailing, since he is 

•* No more lOce hto Uncte 
•• Than I to Hercales.** 



Thb freeholders and friends in the interest of Mv* 
Long Wellesley are respectfully informed that his Conn 
mittee sit daify at their Room in Craoe Street, Salisbary, 
where all coixunnnications on the subject of the election, are 
to be addressed, and where the'freehold^v are requested to 
apply for any informatron they may require. 



The friends in the interest of W. Long Wellesley, 
Esq. in SaUsburj/ and its neighbourhood, are respectfully in- 
formed that Carriages are provided at the Regent's Jaotel, 
to convey them daify to and from the Poll* 

General Committee Rooms, Crane Street, 
Salisbury, June SSrrf. . 
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To the Freekolders of the County of WiU^, ' 
Gentlemen, 

Me. Benett's Troop did go into Deyize't in miJitary 
order,— they received the word of command from Captain 
Galley, who formed them into t\^o lines^ leading from 
the Bear Inn to the Market-place, between which issued 
from the Bear, according to order, the infantry who attetided 
Mr. Benett. 

A bludgeon was taken from one. of the horsem^n^ in ait 
affray which took place before either of. the Candidates had 
spoken ; — another bludgeon was sold by a person (a farming 
servant) who had been enlisted for the day into this aukward 
squad. Both these weapons may be seen ; one at Mr.' M6r<» 
ris's, a most respectable gentleman of this town ; the"^ other 
(which was purchased by a friend of mine) at oiy Committee 
Koom. 

During the course of my speech, this French euard fre* 
quently brandished their weapons at me, and did infinite 
honour to their tri-coloured flag- 

have the honour to be, Gentlemen^ 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

W. LONG WELLESLEY, 

Saliibury, 98nd June, 1818. 



To the Freeholders of the Countjf of WUts, 
Gentlemen, 

A Troop of Horse, I understand, enfered into the town 
of Trowbridge late last night, and as I am informed, Mr. 
Mortimer, a magistrate, and a partisan of Mr. Benett\ 
has availed himsen* of this force to intimidate the voters. 

Electors — Let me entreat yoa to conduct yourselves or- 
derly*-not to resist the troops — to be respectful to the ma- 
gistrates ;— No magistrates, no troops dar6 interfere with 
you in the free exerciseof your elective franchise. If^however, 
they venture to do so, I pledge mvself to protect your rights. 

My success is no longer doubtnil.^It is for you to ensure 
me victory, by steady and orderly conduct, aqd, thus doubly 
to disappoint oqr opponents. 

I am. Gentlemen, your devoted and bumble servant, 

W. LONG WELLESLEY. 
Salisbury y June 2,%nd, 1818. 

Freeholders if Wiltshire! 
Gbntlbmen, 
I HAVE been spending the last week ojr two with a friend in 
the viciDity of Salisbury. Thinkings to find sonie amusement 

s s 
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in the eleciioneeriag humours of John Bull, free and undis- 
guised, but manly and harmless, I rode up to the polling- 
ground in the mornings^ and strolled through your principal 
streets in the evenings. Fond of contemplating the humah 
character in all its gradations, I had anticipated an exhibition 
of much drollery and of some coarseness. . My expected 
amusement^ I regret to say, Mras soon converted into uneasiness, 
or rather into serious concern. I am, gentlemen, a Hampshire 
man, and was present and voted at the last contested election 
for that county. Our friends in the opposite Interest flung a 
fewiquibs, bat no stones^ at our favourite Candidate; pointed 
a few witticbms, but levelled no bludgeons at our heads ; sung 
a few songs, but uttered no curses deep and loud even against 
the Candidate most powerfully supported by court influence ; 
made various comparisons in ridicule of our colours, but never 
dreamed of calling on brother freeholders to strike their colours. 
This was the way in which we managed these things in Hamp- 
shire; but the scenes which I have witnessed here, would (if I 
had not recollected that the mob is not the county) have made 
me exult that I was not" a JVin/iuc" of Wiltshire. 

Why, gentlemen, what is become of the pliiin good sense of 
Englishmen in your county ? By what magical process is if, 
that a courtier, the son of a courtier, is metamorphosed into 
the idol of the populace, and supported even by some from 
whom a diflPerent conduct might have been expected? I am 
no orator, but had I any right to appear on your hustings, I 
could not, I think, help asking your vociferators of "No Benett" 
— ** Wellesley for ever" — ^** What was the purport of your 
^^ clamour ? My good friends, if you could reflect, as well as 
^^ you, can bawl, surely you would soon bawl to another tune. 
" — ^You are now roaring Wellesley for ever ! for he voted to 
" deprive us of bur liberties — Wellesley for ever ! for he voted 
" that ministers should do what they please, and never be called 
** to account for it- — Wellesley for ever ! for he voted for a 
** large standing army in a time of profound peace^as the most 
^^ expeditious way of easing us of our superfluous cash, ami of 
" stopping our mouths if we presumed to murmur — Wellesley 
^' for ever ! for he voted for large grants to diflfercnt members of 
" the royal family,as thinking, no doubt, they had not enough, 
" and his Majesty's loyal subjects a great di?al too much- — 
" Wellesley for ever ] for he voted for the Corn Bill, lest we 
" should^have bread too cheap^and d— n Benett to all eter- 
** nity, because be onli/gave an opinion about it, and wished to 
*^ devise a |)lan, by which we n)ight always havaa good loaf 
*^ at a fair price, both for the grower and.the.consumcr !^' 

Now, gentlemen, though the immortal WeUington has 
' thrown such a lustre on the name. of Wellesley, that I would 
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be lender towards Mr. Long Welleslej, for his sake, yet I stand 
astonished that either, his name, or his marriage (and What other 
claim he has I cannot discover) should ever be allowed as fair 

Srctensions to represent jour independent county in Parliament, 
lut the climax of my astonishment is, the bitterness expressed 
.by the lower orders, and the opposition excited by some of a 
better description, against another of your Candidates. You 
will recollect that 1 am not so much advocating the cause of 
Mr. Benett as expressing, in the character of an impartial ob- 
server, my surprise at the treatment which he experiences* 

My friends, to whom I alluded, at the commencement of this 
address, assure me that he is a gentleman of a very ancient 
family in the county, of unblemished character, and competent 
fortune,— that^ he, (as well as his ancestors before him,) has 
constantly resided in your own part of the county/, nnd expended 
his income among you-— that he is beloved by all ranks of 
people to ^hom he is really known-^aii active, intelligent, and 
upright magistrate — a good hasband, an affectionate father^ a 
kind miister, a firm friend. To these testimonies allow me to 
add anotlier, for which I can vouch on my own observation— 
I happened some years since to be in the vicinity of this gentle- 
man s residence, at a period when, he was suffering under a 
dangerous illness*. The dejected countenances, the anxious in- 
quiries, the heart-breathed prayers of his humbler neighbours, 
offered up and heard bv heaven on his behalf, convinced me he 
must be the poor man s friend— With this impression on my 
mind, can I ao otherwise than marvel at what I now behold? 

Because^ in one solitary instance, Mr. B., when called on by 
the British legislature, delivered a certain unpopular opinion 
respecting the Corn laws upon oath, I pr^ume, or which, to 
a man of his principles would be the saime, upon his honour, I 
hear him hissed and hooted at as if he were the enemy of God 
and man ; — ^nay, not only so, but threatened, and even so vio- 
lently assaulted, thatrliis numerous friends deem it necessary to 
range themselves constantly around him for his personal pro- 
tection. Admit that he estimated the average price of corn too 
high, still it was butan optntio;!, and the opinion of a single 
individual — while Mr. \V ellesley, gave his i^o^e for the measure, 
on grounds which it is not necessary here to investigate* 

1 bad intended to offer a few farther remarks on this subject, 
but my pen is arrested by a hand-bill, just delivered at my 
friend's house, signed W. Long Wellesley, announcing to the 
freeholders the arrival (as he understands) of a troop of horse 
late last night in the town of Trowbridge. Now, gentlemen, 
after all I have witnessed,! must be allowed to doubt either the 
truth of this intelligence or its connection with any ends of the 
Wilts Election* Of the object with which it is published,, 
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tiiere can be no doubt. Let Mr. W. look to the mischief that 
may ensue, and let (he freeholders of Wiltshire look that 
ii?hen.a stranger would thus mislead them, thejdo not hear. — 
Thus will they be cured of their partiality to one stranger, and 
giro very sincere pleasure to ANOTHER STRANGER. 
» ■ ' »' near Salisbury y S5th Junct 1818. 



A FRIENDLY HINT TO MR. BENETT. 

Sir, — the best way for you to prove that all the rioting 
ifbich may take place in Salisbury y during the potl^ roust ori- 
ginate with Mr. hong WeUesley*s party ^ will be, for you never 
tOCofne into that city; retire to Pythouse^.ox to the residence 
of any friend in the neighbourhood* I admire you prodigi- 
oosly, and would not stick at any thing to promote your cause, 
but I am afraid it will be too difficult a task to fiaake the free* 
holders believe that Mr. Long Wellesley's party are the tns^i- 
gators of riot, when it is notorious your presence alone can call ' 
Surth ^Ao^e bad passions so geiierally excited by hatred amd con* 
teOipt of your principles ; remain, at home, and the peace of 
dAtf city will be secured. By the good adtice I have given you^ 
I feel entitled to subscribe myself , 

Mr. BENETT's BEST FRIEND. 
Salisbury, June 82, 1818. 

Ill i i II ■ ■ »* ' 'I ■ 

To ihe Crenilemen, Clergy , Yeomen^ and Freeholders 
in general^ of the County 6f Wilts. 
Gentlemen, 
, It was with as much surprise as indignation, that I saw a 
^and*bill signed by Mr. Long Wellesley, which contains. an 
attack upon me, as unjust as it is unfounded. I refer to that 
part where he is pleased to *^ protest most solemnly against the 
unconstitutional proceeding of permitting the assembiagier, ia 
military order, of troops of yeomanry, cavalry (though not in 
uniform^ armed with heavy sticks." 

. I could easily have excused Mr. Long Wellesley froni 
making a statement of this nature, had it ckpended upon bis. 
own knowledge of the parties whp accompanied me on the day 
of nomination. He> being a stranger in the county, could not 
be personally acquainted with the very respectable freeholderi; 
in whose company I was ,*^but he was surrounded with per-* 
sons^who might have told him, that the yeomanry cavalry of 
Wiltshire will never assemble in or out of uniform^ withoul 
. proper constitutional authority ; and who must have known^ 
^io> that out of the great number of .freebold^rft with mei not 
more than ten or twelve belong to that o6rp$^ 



I am pointed at as the Itoder of ihtse ideal troopsi (as ideal 
as Falstaff's men in Kendal Green); — but,^to be prepared for 
sucb a command, when I entered Devizes, I had not eren pro* 
^vided myself with a pair of boots, and bad not even a switch 
:in my hand, and most of my heavj/^armed troops^were as ill 
provided as myself. 

The fact is, that the free exercise of the suffrages of the free- 
holders was impeded by the atrocious conduct of a mob (none 
of whom were freeholdfers) and whose evident object was to 
intimidate those who were freeholders, from expressing their 
sentiments ; — an object which, [ trust, the honest zeal knd true 
spirit of Wiltshiremen will defeat. 

I most positively deny ^* that the disorder arose from those 
vtho wore Mr. Benett's colours, and from no others ;" and I 
appeal to the gentlemen, who, as magistrates and constables, so 
laudably, though ineffectually, endeavoured to preserve the 
peace,^ for the truth of my assertion. 

. The disorder arose from the violent attacks made by a de- 
tachment of infantry^ who (if not hired) were actually armed 
for the occasion, not only with heavy sticks, but heavy stones^ 
and other missiles, with which they had provided themselves, 
and had taken up their positions at the various turnpikes, for 
the purpose of insulting and assaulting the friends of Mr. 
Benett. 

Nothing is easier than the making profession^.-**! trust that 
Mr« Wellesley will prove the truth of his, by ordering bis 
agents to abstain from encouraging persons (o be guilty of 
such excesses, and to permit the freeholders to use their ^* un«- 
biassed*' judgment in the exercise of their franchises. 

I have thouffbt it necessary to make this public contradict 
tion of Mr. Wellesley's statement, from the fear that some pier- 
sons, who are unacquainted with me, and with the character of 
the Wiltshire yeomanry cavalry, may be imposed upon by the 
4^nfident manner in which the misrepresentation has been 
made. I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, . 

Your most faithful servant, 

Burdertfp Park, June 22, 1818. THOMAS GALLEY. 



BOROl^GH AND DIVISION OF DEVIZES. 

At a meeting of Mr. Benett's Committee, it was unani- 
mously Resolv^, — That such of the freeholders in tjie interest 
of Mr. Benett, in this district, as may require it, shall be oon« 
veyed to, and from the poll) free of expense^ on application 
to Mr. I^Gs. 

Daises, 93rd Jme, 1818, 
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Comndtlee Room, Angel Inn^ Marlborough^ June 20, 1818. 

JOHN HALCOMB, Esq. in the Chair : 
On the motion of Mr Colemai), seconded by Captain Bfown^ 

It was Resolved, — ^That the Committee view, with great re- 
gret and dissatisfaction, the late tumultuous and riotous dis- 
turbances at the day of Nomination, at Devizes ; that from the 
slatetnents ihey hacl heard, corroborated by strong faels, those 
disorders are to be attributed to tbe adherents and partisans of 
Mr. Wcllesley ; that persons were forwarded, not having free* 
hold property, to Devizes, and liberally paid for their trouble 
by the same injudicious partisans; that the public peace has 
been much endangered by those means, and the freedom of 
dection openly violated. 

That it is their duty, and that of every freeholder, to mark 
their decided disapprobation of such unconstitutional proceed'- 
ings, by supporting Mr. Benett, and by calling on their neigb- . 
hours to counteract, by their votes and interest at the poll, the 
disgraceful sjrstem of intimidation^ and the open and undue 
influence so violently exerted. 

The following resolution was then moved by John Went-, 
worth, Esq. and seconded by Mr. Dixon: — That carriages be 
provided for the purpose of carrying the freeholders of this 
district, in the interest of Mr. Benett, who are Unable to pro- 
cure the same, free of expense, to the poll. 

On the motion of Mr. Stephen Brown, seconded by Mr. 
Charles Pinckney, it was also resolved : — ^That the additional 
assurances of support this day received, in consequence of the 
late disorders, tend to confirm their opinion 6f the undoubted^ 
eventual success of Mr. Benett, and the triumph of truth and 
purity of election* 

That the meeting should adjourn until Monday next, at the 
Angel Inn, Marlborough, and continue to sit every day from 
that time, until the final close of the election ; where all com*- 
municationfc, on behalf of Mr. Benett, arc desired to be ad*" 
dressed to Mr. White, secretary to the said committee. 



Committee Room^ Angel Inn^ Marlborough^ June 30, 1818. 

JOHN COCKSCOMBE, Esq. Chairman; 

On the motion of Capt. Black, seconded by William 

Ashman, £^. it was 

Resolved unanimouslvy — That this Committee view, with 
great regret and dissatisfaction, that unless some prompt and 
vigorous measures are taken, Mr. Benett will lose his election. 

2nd. — That this Committee do write, and force all Sextons, 
Grave-diggers, Dog-whippers, Church-sweepers, Bell-tollers, 
and all otner Servants and Dependants on the Church or Church- 
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yard^ to come forward and poll for Mr. Benett ; and> in order 
to enconra^ them so to do, tirey promise to provide most 
liberally for their accommodation on the road, viz. by Dining 
at Stonehenge^ and quenching their thirst with good soft water 
at Burbage-pond. 

3rd. — ^That the thanks of this Committee be given to the 
Churchwardens of Both Parishes in this Town, for their kind- 
ness, in forcing (by threats and otherwise) their respective 
Sextons, Grave-diggers, Dog-whippers, &c. &c. to the Poll 
this day. 

4tb. — That the Churchwardens of the respective churches 
be requested to keep in their pockets the keys of the church, 
in order to prevent the bclis ringing, in consequence of the 
large majority Mr. Wellesley has obtained over Mf. Benett. 

(Signed) FRIZZLE- PATE, Secretarj/, 



To the Old Mom-Raher. 

No person sympathizes more cordially with you than I ; I 
regret that you are unwell; men of malignant minds say, that 
you sometimes find it convenient to be so ; but every body 
asserted that you would recover as soon as the special constables 
were sworn in. — J particularly regret that you were so situated 
on the day of the nomination at Devizes. O, that you had 
been but there! How dear 1772 would have flashed upon your 
remembrance !— Then you would have seen something indeed 
to the honour of Wiltshiremen, though very little to the ho- 
nour of 1/our " true Wiltshire family." You would have seen 
the man to whom all Wiltshire looks with the eye of hope and 
confidence, surrounded with *' troops of friends," in the Centre 
of a cavalcade, collected by attachment, and mspired with the 
love of country, bearing on their breasts the badge of inde- 
pendence, and panting for the freedom of which yourself and 
your fellow labourers sought to deprive them. You would 
have seen, on the other hand, the man of " local knowledge^*' 
the " active magislrate,^^ the gentleman of '* high honour/^ the 
''good citizenf^ and the ''good christian,^' surrounded by 
troops of— friends J in the common acceptation of the term ? — 
O, no, by troops of horse ! By his own troop of cavalry, to 
the violation of order and the hazard of men's lives. What ! 
did you not tell us that John was so much beloved that every 
body would vote for him ? that his cause was so popular that 
should the people hold their tongues there was not a sheep on 
the downs of Wiltshire but would 6a / in his behalf? Didn't 
you give us almost an 'endless list of 'squires, some of them in 
France, some in London, some in their graves perhaps, who 
were all committee men too? Didn't Jphn giye a dinner at 
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Devizes io, pat the folks in good bomotir ? — ^DidnU they sing' 
^< John Benett for eyer ?" How cbmes it about then, that their 
love is so soon changed ? That he canH venture amongst them 
unless be is surrounded by a troop of soldiers i If your intel- 
lects were not clouded ,by yehrs and infirmity, you must see^ 
with half an eye, that though John is very well convinced of 

> the love of the people of Wilts to him/ he is also convinced 
that 'tis that sort of love, that he can't exactly trust to. He 
thinks it quite right that they should trust their dearest interests 
into his hands, but considers it an act of too great condescend 
sion in him to trust his carcase into theirs. Though one good 
turn deserves another, this is a turn which John likes to keep 
to himself ; how could you persuade, how can you persbt in 
persuading a man, whom the population of the county abhor-— 
to whom they have testified it iil the most unequivocal manner, 
still to offend them with his presence, when you know that the 
only reward he can receive will be insult ^nd defeat ? — Take 
him with you to Swindon- for a month or two; enjoy your 
exhilarating glass together, consoling yourself that the scenes 
of 1772, in which you know you took so much delight, are 
now going to be acted over again, with spirit and success. As 
the Old Moon-Raker, you hlive disappeared, but you still re* 
tain your station as A. B.^ — Paltry subterfuge !— As if a change 
of name.could produce a change of sentiment, or of style. 
How insulting to the population of this great county, to tell 
them in defiance of all they see and hear, that *' Mr. Benett 

. is gaining ground in the affections of the people V\ So he has 
told us for these three months ; so you have chaunted for the 
same period ! Shameless impostors! The people have astrange 
way of shewing their love to either him or you, and you both 
have a strange method of shewing your confidence m thei^ 
regard. For whose protection are all these spedal constables 
appointed? For Mr. Methuen's or Mr. Wellesley's ?— O ! no. 
And you know it can't be for Mr. Benett's^ " for he is gaining 

S [round in the affections of the people!" They are appointed 
or the protection of a man whose principles and conduct have 
made him obnoxious to every man attached to the religion of 
his country^ and who feels for the wants and woes of oiankind. 
If the people are so attached to him, why not trust himself 
amongst them I Why come attended with a bludgeoned ban«- 
^itti, or a posse of constables? Is this the way to usher in a 
favourite for the '* true honour of your Wiltshire family ?" — 
disown it. Is the representation of this^ great county to be- . 
come an heir-loom to .the Hindon troop? Is it to be settled for 
ever \fi the gallant chief of that warlike body i Draycot-House 
is nothing to this. Row miserable your cant about Draycot«> 
House; about an heir«Ioom to Draycot^Housei when it is 
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(Hmn^ entirely to the possession of it fiiat the representation of 
the county has become /ree;that the freeholders Jiave an 
Election ; and how you, (for you are very learned) can make 
that perpetual f which is constantly revertibUj should Mr. 
Wellesley be returned, is to me surprising;, and yet not 
much so, considering the way in which you have written and 
acted since the commencraient of your moon-rakiog *^ pro^ 
pensities." 

- How dare you assert that Mn Benett's evidence before 
the Lords has been misrepresented? Had it been so, you 
would have noliced the fact : It is too faithfully represented 
for your cause ; and it is no doubt owing in a great degree 
to this; that "John is gaining ground in the affections of the 
people/' No doubt of it, they cannot but love the man who 
said they ought to be fed upon pig*s meat ! The charge, the 
insinuated charge of atheism stands uncontradicted ; it is 
more than insinuated, by the " timelj/ act of justice'' of Mn 
Lucas. There is no man that does not believe in something ; 
Does Mr. Benett believe in the God that the Scriptur;^ re^ 
veals? He may believe in a God, I don't doubt; but some 
gods have got black faces. — Till this is settled to the convic- 
tion of the public, there is no man beariqg the name of chris- 
tiaa ; there is no man wearing the livery of the church, that 
can consistently give him a vote. 

' That Mr. Wellesley may be attended by unbeneficed cler- 
gymen, you may know; 1 confess I do not; but this de« 
, tracts nothing from their intellectual or moral qualities, al- 
though it no doubt constitutes a heinous sin in your eye^ 
who owe so much to beneficed divines, arid whose kindness 
you return by advocating the cause of a man who disbelieves 
the doctrines tbejr teacb,^ and would deprive them of the 
means of support for doing so. Like Robespierre, to whom 
you was once allied in politics, you have been fostered by 
the. priesthood, yet cherish the wretch that would overturn 
th<^r altars. If wealth be carrion, it. is a pity that some per- 
sons should have taken such extortionate methods to ac- 
quire it, or render it subservient to the progress of vice, and 
the extension of misery. When you speak of Mr. Benett's 

?jaily weathering the storm, you were surely inclined to be 
acetious. He may weather the storm as gaily as he pleases, 
but the freeholders are. determined that he. shall ^lever gain 
^'^epo'^t- MY OLD HEART. 

WILTS ELECTION. 
TtiB Nomination for this county took place on Thursday, 
18th June, at Devi^es^ which was crowded beyond all prece- 
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dftii, Mr.BencMarrifc^qvietlylbefMPMediiigeveDh^. Abo«€ 
half past ekrcn on the Thursdaj mornia^, Mr. Well^sky 
^tered the town, aooompanried by a feraiidable and respec- ^ 
taUe procession ; and within half aiB' hour, he was followed 
by Mr. Methuen, and a number of dignified friendsy who 
were received with general acclamation. The High Sheriff 
in a short time after^ (followed by the Candidates and their 
friends) proceeded to the monument; in the centre of the mar* 
ket place, where he opened the busifiess in a few neat sen- 
tences. Captain Bouverie then stepped forward and pro- 
posed Mr. Methuen^ seconded by £. Joy, Esq. William 
Wyndham Esq. proposed Mr. Benett^ and was seconded by 
T. Grrove, Esq. ; and Mr. Wellesley was proposed by John 
Long, Esq. seconded by Captain BouTerie. Immediately 
Irfter, Mr. Methuen addressed the meeting at great length; 
and although this gentleman was not treat'ed so unceremo- 
niotisly as the two other Candidates, yet it was impossible^ 
from the geneml uproar between those on honseback and 
those on foot, to connect what he said. He retired with great 
Upplause. On Mr. Benett's coming forward, the greatest 
clamour mingled with applause ensued. In vain, at first, the 
Sheriff endeavoured to procure for him a patient hearmg,— 
^ No Benett, — off — off," from one side, and ** Benett for 
ever,'' on the other, was incessantly reiterated. At length, 
after repeated ineffectual attempts he addressed the meet- 
ing for nearly half an hour; and we have been told by 
some of his friends who were nearer to him, that it was 
a most manly ' speech. Mr. Wellesley then endearour- 
ed to gain a hearing; but, like the former gentleman, 4ie 
was received with sliouts of approbation on the one side, 
Imd clamours on the other ; and for the greater part of an 
hour, all efforts to produce silence proved ineflectual ; — ^the 
moment be atten»pted to speak, the cries &(**^** off, off'' from 
the friends of Mr. Benett, entirely pneoluded tWose at- any 
dii^aBce fro^m hearing a word. He retired, as he came forward, 
amid the hearty, oheerings of hit friends, and tlie disappro- 
bation of his opponents. The Sheriff, <who conducted hiM- 
self as a Sher itt on^bt — most manly — most impartially) — de- 
clared the shew of hands to be nearly equal; on which he 
adjourned the fnceting till the followkig Wednesday. 
• Willon, June 24.-^ This morning, the election of Wro 
knights for this coirnty commenced at this place. The She- 
riff rightly judging that scenes «iiaihur to those practised at 
Devizes might again take place, had surrounded the cross 
with raiUnes at a distance sufficient Xo prevent tho3e on 
horseback txom interrupting the proceedings of the meeting. 
Mr. Benett arrived about an hour before the other two 
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Caddklatei^ oacbof mhoQti wen9 preceded b; large cavalcades 
of freehdders on bofseback an^ ip caniage^ ; but the friend* 
of. Mr. Benett bad «o completely filled the area in froot of tie 
town*hall» ihat Mr. Methuen could aot reacb the cross with- 
out getting from hit carifiage. Mr. WeUealey's carriage^ 
drawn bj the populace^ waa qompletely obstructed; this get»- 
tl^mam^ however declared to tbe meeting that he would not 
leave it until be was drawn to the cross ; when the coostar 
bles by tbe order of the Sheriff immediately cleared the way. 
On tbe three Candidates takjng their Stations, the King's 
Wi^t and the Bribery Act having been read, and the ShenfF 
awori^ Mr. Grove> of Fern, proposed Mr. Methuen; be said 
he bad known hiiA intimately ^id long ; that he believed 
btm to be a man who would aerve tbe country faithfully and 
independently; that be coasidered l>im amiable in private^ 
life^ and equally estimable in bis public character; for tbes^ 
reasons be ahoulii propose Pa,ul ly^fi^THVBNy Esq, for theix 
lepreseDkative. (i<^9^«tfl.) Mr. ".' ■ ■ ■ briefly seconded this 
Romi nation, aad bore testiiniQiiy to tbe private and public 
virtues of Mr. Methuen* 

Mr. Benett wa? then proposed by Mr. Wyiidbam,of Din<- 
ton, and seconded by Mr. Everett, of Hey tesbury, in concise 
. addresses to the meeting, in which they expatiated oo the 
ability and virtues of that gentleman. 

Mr. Wray and CapL Goddard proposed and seconded Mit. 
WeLLESLEY, and briefly recommencfed him to the good-will 
and support of the freeholders. 

Mr. Methuen then came forward and spoke as follows: 
*^ Gentlemen, Freehol4ers of the county of Wilts^the boui: 
which I have anticipated has arrived! I viewed it without 
f^9Xf and meet it without regret* It is tbe hour, gentlemen^ 
when your represrentatives^ having lost that cliaracter, appear 
, before your tribunal as candidates; and where, before they 
can request your favour for the future, they must render your 
an account of their conduct for the past. I am proud, gen- 
tlemen, to say that I can do this; without blushing; I may 
l»v6 served you feebly, but I have done it faithfully ; and 
my hopes are sanguine of a iiivourable verdict. I have never 
betrayed your interestts, and i never will. It ii| on your fa- 
vour I stand, and on tbat alone. I will form no coalition 
with any oth^r Candidate. It was on your interest, gentle- 
men^ that I fir^t entered tbe House of Commons;. 1 will 
ttftvar inauU ygu by atteinpliog to bring myselfm by nomi- 
pasmg another caifididate. it wQuld be indecent to the 
county,^H would ^k^w a wacit pf coonuob seu^e in myself. 
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Whatever may respect your commercial or agricultural in- 
terests, the county in general, or this county in particular, 
you will ever find me careful — ever at my post. All I ask 
in return, is your ^approbation. I look forward to no honour^ 
to no reward, but being again returned as your member. Mr; 
Hallett, with whom I do not agree in all things, has lately 
made a remark which [ think ought to be deeply impressed 
on all your minds ; and to which 1 shall humbly beg leave to 
add '^ word or two more : — " The day of all others," says be, 
'' on which a man should keep himself sober, should be, that 
in which he is returning his representatives to Parliam^t.V 
Had he added peaceable to sober^ the advice would have been 
complete. I have only now to apologise to such of the free-^ 
holders as I have not called upon; I may have injured my 
own interests by it; it consoles me, however, that it was by 
attending to theirs in my public capacity. I was in the 
House of Commons, endeavouring to keep that money in 
your pockets, which I knew you could not afford to pay. I 
throw myself on your support with the fullest hopes of suc'^ 
cess.'' — This speech was received throughout with repeated 
marks of approbation. 

Mr. Benett then addressed th^ freeholders to (he following 
effect I 

Gentlemen, Mr. Methuen's expressions are great — Mr, 
Methuen's expressions are excellent — they ought to be writ- 
ten in letters of gold. Gentlemen, I am not new in this 
county, but I am m new circumstances — I am^a new candi- 
date for a seat in the House of Commons. I have omitted 
on all occasions to speak of my family ; but I owe it to my 
ancestry 'to say, that t^iey have been known in this county 
ibr five hundred years. Some of them have been military 
men, an^ some of them statesmen, but none of them sine^ 
curists. Had they been sinecurists, it would liot then have 
been said of me, that I was too poor to represent the countj* 
of Wilts. 3ome of my ancestors assisted at the Revolution : , 
though this is v^ry immaterial to you ; yet it behoves me to 
explain to y6u what ^re the duties of a Member of Parlia* 
ment : 1 have been reading about them these twenty years, 
and have thought a great qeal ^bout them. It is his duty to 
attend the House, and not to mind the multitude— -it is his 
duty to act to his oath ; and, when he acts to his oath, be acts 
to bjs conscience. 1 am ^n independent man. There are 
two parties in the house, fighting for place and power; I 
mean to be independent— to be of neither party; and if I am 
the only one. Til keep my ground ; for it is independent men, 
pn air^reat questions, that turn the scale. It is a gross falsei 
jipod to say ttiat I was a friend to the Corn Bill. 1 was.cot^n 
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pelled to go to give evidence to the Corn Bill-^I never Toted 
for it; I don't wish to get rid of it, by a quibble. I haye 
said 8o to. many friends in private; and I must be a rogue 
and a fool to wish a tax upon wool. I have read a great 
many books on political economy, and at a very early period 
of my life, too; and am therefore as strong a friend to trade 
as to agriculture. I stated, to you, that proposals had been 
made by Mr. Long to me for. an anxious settling the contest 
by reference; Mr. Long consulted with Mr. Methueo — > 
(here there was some clamour, Mr, Methuen contradicting his 
statement)-^! am in error: Mr. Methuen told Mr. Long to 

do as he pleased. Mr. Methuen:— Gentlemen, this is a 

Diisrepresentation^ I never said so; I said that 1 thought it 
quite unfair to brmg my name in along wit1i gentlemen to 
whonti I was not opposed ; but that I was willing to make 
any sacrifice for the peace of the county, provided it met 
with the approbation of those who supported me! (Applause.) 
Mr. Benett made no reply, but thanked tjie freeholders for 
the patient hearing they had given him, and retired amidst 
the cheers of his friends, and the groans and hisses of hia 
opponents* 
Mr. Long Welledey then addressed the meeting as follows : 
Gentlemen, after the long speech of the hon. gent. I have 
particular satisfaction in addressing you, especially when t 
see so many of the gentlemen before me bearing the colours 
of. my opponent. Gentlemen, there is -a principle belonging 
to my nature, and TU boldly state it ; if I find myself engaged 
in a right thing to stand to it; if wrong, instantly toacknow* 
Jedge it. -My opponent has complained of anonymous pub* 
lications ; I regret the appearance of such things ; I never 
wrote them, I never sanctioned them ; and they have been 
alluded to in a way in which no man of honour would 
have deigned to notice them, fiut it is me, gentlemen, who 
ought to complain on this head; it is me, gentlemen, of all 
men, against whom such attacks have been directed; I came 
amongst you a stranger, but I was not treated lik e a stranger [ 
with such a character the Arab in the desert will share his 
bread and salt, but I was loaded with calumny and abuse; I 
«m warm ; you will excuse it, I forgive those who did it, and 
shall not again refer to it. The honourable gentleman has 
alluded to a circumstance, in which it has been said, that I 
offered to Mr. Benett to give up the contest, for the county; 
and be has insinuated that I did this on account of his (my 
opponent's) inability in a pecuniary point of view, to meet its 
consequences. Gentlemen^ I never said so; I nev^r insinu- 
ated so; if he is poor,'! am sorry for itf and was T mean 
«^nou^Kto plume myself on my riches, I am sure I should 
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iicver camider myself desenring to be rehirhed a mraibet for 
tbis county. My pride is, that^ though rich, I never abused 
vealdi. 1 b^e endeavoured to evince that I constder wealth 
bot as subservient to the public good; and on all ftuch occa«- 
ims the applieation of it is pMrdonaf^le. 1 have been accused . 
of coming into thit county and taking <iut of ii a rich heires»v 
2 grant that I did. 

Gentlemen, my knowledge of your county does not extend 
beyond six or seven years. I cannot boast of having family 
eonnectiobs for so long a time as five hundred years^ as Mr, 
B. has done; but the lady to whose family 1 bekmg, and 
V hose ancestors have been often honoured with your choice^ 
can trace their connection with your county to a remote 
period. The family of Long distinguished itsdf in the sup» 
port it gates to Charles the First, and upon the restoratioli 
0f Charles II.— for their services they were ennobled. As to 
my own family, it matters little where they come frmo. And 
as to their name, I must say that I am proud of it ; of the 
same of Wellesley I am proud ; 1 am proud to be the nephew 
of tbe Duke of Wellington; and I hope I shall always sup* 
port the character which belongs to the name, it bas been 
aaid^ gentlemen, that I deserted ray uncle ; if such an assertion 
Ihas any meaning it would go to insinuate that I had not done 
my duty; Captain Goddard knows thai military men are 
viither tenacious on such points ; I wf»nt abroad with the 
views which most young men do; I staid with my unde tiH 
my services were no longer necessary^ and thai 1 returned ; 
and if 1 got married,, gentlemen, it was no more than many 
of yen would have done in similar circumstances.. Gentle* 
«ieo> 1 hope you will always cofiduct yourselves with pro^ 
priety ; treat your magistrates wirii respect. Nothing can 
affect you, unless you do something thai oaa be oonstvued 
into an illegal act Keep yourselves free from all things of 
ibis description ; 1 will protect you ; I will stand youc friend* 

T^ ho^ gent, has been am^using you for a long time with 
^Iiat he thinks are the duties of a Member of Parliament* 
jle bas\ told you all the works he has read for these last 
twenty years, and I own that he appears to have oood acted 
himself towards yiHi very much as aSschool-boy does who re^ 
toma to his mamn^ at the holidays. Jble next, claims sioqia 
merit with regard to hi&deep researches into political economy^ 
T'be Poor Laws have especially attracted his attention ;-«^bul 
is be on this ground qualified to repiesenis you ? Why cbese 
is not a man in all Europe, that can think at all, bllt^bas made 
ffais the subjeci of his consideration. It has aimiaet become 
•mbedied in the hearts/ of the people, if, hoiwever^ theve 
was one man te be fQ4iBd who had not made them the sub* 
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ject of his mediutions, it is the lionooraUe gefttleniaa. "U 
H morally impossible tliot the habitt of bis educattott^ that 
his studies would allow him to do it. Bat if they even did, 
is it wonderful, that what all tba world have applied the»- 
selves to^ he should be qualified to represent you^ because tut 
also bad takeo a look ! 

He has given us, gentlemen, a little of his special pleading; 
he says he never voted for the Corn Bill ; that's very trac, 
because he was not in the bouse; but it was on the evttieaoe 
that he gave that the Corn Bill was enacted. And probablj 
were you to relurn him to the house^ he would be no more 
there than another ordinary man, he might give them one of 
h^s long speeches ; there nave been some of that sort there 
before, and that is the reason that they are never heard. He 
informs you that be did not go voluntarily to give evidence . 
on the Com .BtU^ that he was com{>elted to go. I heard from 
Sir John Sebright that be went up at bis own request, and, 
hesides> the Speaker only requests the attendance of such per- 
sons ^ may choose to come, and few or none but those who 
feel an interest in it go ; it is not imperative, and a man mnu 
be an ideot not to see that it was entirely for his own interest 
thai be wentand gave evidence. It was to keep up his rents ; 
it was to receive the same price for grain in peace, that he 
b£U] received during the war* 

After paying a very handsome compliment to Mr. Methueo, 
and shaking Mr. Grove and Mr. Wyndham most cordialljr 
by tbe band, he desceixded from the cross amidst the ioud^ ^ 
acolamatioDd of his friends. . . / 

As soon aa tbe Candidates had addvesaed the fireebeldew, 
U)e Sheriff adjoaroed to tbe busings, which had been erected 
ip tbe Devizes road, about tliree miles from Saliabury. 

STATE OF THE POLL.— First Day. 
Methuen^ IBo ; Long Wellesley, 162 ; Bcnett, SS* 
Mr. Meihuen and Mr, Benett again addressed the Free- 
holders ; folliowed by Mr* Wellesley, who spoke nearly as 
£oIk>ws : 

Gentlemen, — It is quite impossible for me not to regret, not 
only for your honour, but my own, that any disturbance should 
hinder the Candidate thatba^ just withdrawn(Mr.Benett)from 
being heard. It is the duty, and indeed the interest^ of every 
freeholder to pay attention to everything that may drop from 
those who ai^e to the high honour of representing them m 
Parliament. I should feel hurt if any friend of mine should 
throw §n obstacle in the way. Gentlemen, jon are in posses- 
sion of Votes; look into your hearts, and if 1 know any 
tSiing of human nattire— if I know any thing of the noble feel- 
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ihgs which actoate — ^whichwaroBaod ennoble aii EaglisbiAM 
— -1 am confident you will hear patiently for the future what 
that gentleman has to say. Whatever is past that may irritate 
the feelings, I wOQld^have you forget. 1 would have you to 
act with that bold, — Ihat manly, — that upright, — that inde- 
pendent spirit which has got you, from every nation of the 
«arth, the character of bejng a people just and generous to 
their enemies. (Loud and continued applause.) Gentlemen^ 
you have, by your votes this day, evinced how high I stand 
in your estimation — how weak and futile the attempt of 
those who oppose my interest — and proves to a degree of 
certainty, that 1 shall be ultimately successful.— 'Gentlemen^ 
this morning 1 bad to speak of myself and family; but now 
1 shall wave that subject, and advert to one of more interest. 
Gentlemen, although not a native of your county, yet I 
am bold to say that few feel more anxiously than 1 do tor its 
interests, its prosperity, and its^ welfare. Much, gentle- 
meoy has been said about local interests. There are *two 

Sreat interests in your county — agriculture and trade; and it 
oes not require a man of extensive information to uphold 
the interests of both. But, gentlemen, I do not consider 
the man of mere local knowledge he who is best calculated 
to represent you in Parliament: — no, it is he who is yifell 
acquainted with the history of his country, and not only- 
with her domestic, but foreign connections. Gentlemen, the 
majority (indeed, I may say^ all, except one) of those fami- 
lies, who supported the contest of 177^9 ^^^ decidedly my 
friends. I know, gentlemen, that the honest, plain £ng« 
lish tradesman is not very ambitious to aspire to the degree 
«f 'sQuiBB; yet, gentlemen, I will notice a few 'squires 
who have honoured me with their support. One of tliem, 
whose ancestors often represented this county in Parliament, 
and who can proudly boast of one of his forefathers having 
died on the scaffold for his sovereign — I allude to Mr. JPen- 
ruddocke. {Loud huzzas). That gentleman has given bis sup* 
|)ort to Mr. Methuen and myself; and I have no doubt, 
gentlemen, but 1 shall shortly have all the Goddards in the 
county to support me; so that they cannot say whether it 
.is Mr. A. or Mr. G. Goddard — 1 now, gentlemen, with 
feelings of the greatest respect, heartily thank you fur the 
support you have given me this day. 



To the Freeholders of the County of Wilts^. 

G£NTLBM£N, ' 

I TAKE the earliest opportunity of thanking you for my 
superiority on this day's poll. Notwithstanding the renewed 
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^reports of a cdalttion 'with another Candidate, I feel con- 
iiaent in the perfect impartiality of conduct to which I 
haveadberedy and your knowledge of my character, to ac- 
quit me of a suspicion of this nature. To those who know 
me, I am sure it is ^unnecessary to . repeat that declaratioa ; 
but I must again repeat it, — ** No consideration shall induce 
*^me to take part, directly pr indirectly, with either of the 
" other Candidates." 

Begging you, gentlemen, without delay, to continue your 
exertions in my favour, in order to establish permanently 
the superiority, of which my friends have already laid the 
foundation, — 1 have the honour to remain. Gentlemen, 
Your devoted and grateful servant, 
Salisbury, June S4, 1 8 1 8. PAUL METHUEN. 

STATE OF THE POLL.-^First Day. 

Mcthuen, 185; Wdhsley, l62; BentU, 85. 



To the Freeholders of the County of Wilts. 

GENTLEMEN', 

Th r result of this day's poll Jaas fully answered my ex- 
pectations, and justifies the prediction I ventured to make 
in my former addresses to you. 

It is upon you, and you alone, I reljr for ultimate success. 
I am persuaded you will not disappoint me ; but will, by 
your alacrity in coming to the poll, convince my and your 
opponent of the futility of his pretensions to be your repre- 
sentative ; and that the only prudent course he has to take 
is to retire early from a contest, in which he is sure to be 
discomfited. — 1 am, GehtlemetJ, 

Your devoted, faithful servant, 

Salnbury, June 24, 1818. W. LONG WELLESLEY. 

STATE OF THE POLL.— First Day. 

Jjmg WeUcsley, 162; Meihutn, 185; Beneit, 85., 



To the Freeholders of Wiltshire. 

Gentlemen, 
Thq Sheriff this day declared that the sense of this inde- 
pendent county is in my favour. I never doubted that you 
TTould, at this earliest opportunity, place me in the elevated 
station which I at this moment hold by that declaration.' I 
doubt not that your continued exertions will place mein the 
same pre-eminence at the close of the poll, and that I shall' 
spou have to thank you for conferring on me the highest 

V ' 
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dignity tcy which an Englishman can aspire, — thaf df rcpi^d- 
seating nis native county in Parliament. 
^ Brother Freeholders, be not intimidated by the obstrHc- 
tions whjch have hitherto prevented your access to the pott 
in my favour. The prevalence of violence and disorder can- 
not be of lon^ duration. We live in a country in which the 
law is irresistible. Your rights will ultimately prevail over 
all opposition ; and 3jour unbiassed suffrages will confirm the 
Sheriff's declaration in my favour; persevere, and your tri- 
umph cannot be distant. Outrage and tumult will shrink 
before you. 

Gentlemen, 1 have the honour ever to remain. 
Your faithful and devoted servant, 

Wilion,2^th June, IS\S. JOHN BENEtT. 



TO MR. SAUNDERS, OF MARKET-LAVINGTON. 

Sir, 

It is reported that Mr. Benett informed you, that **hatl 
he been in Parliament, he should have voted against the Sus- 
pension of the Habeas Corpus Act, Sind agaimt Indemnity 
for Ministers.'' 1 am assured that you assert that such were 
Mr* BenetCs declarations. 

An answer, and an unequivocal one, in tlteSaltsbury Jonr* 
iial, will regulate the votes of many, and especially of 

Your's, AN UNPOLLED VOTER. 



BRICKS AND MORTAR, 

Or^itke Trowel and the Truncheon; or. Feeling and Funk 

exemplified* 

i. P.iii.^K'8 Letter to the Editors of the Sarum Journal* 

Before th6 Cross there stood a Aod 
Of bricks and mortar-r- rather odd ! 
11 spake l^duU, heavy, like the lead 
Which prop t its foot y and clainCd its kedd ft 

' A CHARGfe of riot having been aUeged against the friends 
of Mr. Wellesley, b^ Mr. Halcomfbe, Mr. Coleman, and Capt, 
Brown,a charge^ which every man present in Devices knows to 
be false, and which Mr. Wellesley's friends defy them to prove, 
has, notwithstanding^ emboldened a '* Ai/m6/c member" of 
the regiment, who created all the riot' visible in Devices, 
and whose name is J. Peniston (it is not known whether it 
be John or Jeremiah), a man, whose high ^ense of honour 
cannot suffer any thing prejudicial to the character of the 
corps to pass without remark, has yet the honour to assert in 
the face of the world, and in defiance of truth, that the friends 
oi Mr* Benett did not assemble in military order, yet admits 
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that many of tbem mi^hl - belong to troopi ! He then with 
equal truth asserts^* thai they mere not qrmed with heaty 
stich,** while in the market-place, prior to, and during tte 
Nomination ; while, unfortunately for this officious advocate 
of the troop, one of the very sticks, and which only weighs 
three pounds and a half] is in the possession of a gentleman of 
Salisibury! If they did not provide themselves witl) sticks 
till on Devizes Green, where did they get them then ? From 
ivbat hedge — from whose faggot pile? This is the sum of 
Mr. Penitfton's truly elegant appeal to the public, in behalf 
of the honour of his stigmatiztd corps ! He then modestly 
informs us that he leaves the rest of the hand-bill, from which 
he extracts the offensive charge, to abler hands I This ib 
certainly very kind of him, and the. world would not have 
sustained any very great injury if he had left the whole of U 
to any other hands than hts own. Mind the trowef, John ! 
Mount the scaffold, John ! There you'll be at home! there 
you'll appear to advantage! Leave authonhip to *^ abler 
hands!" — On the leads of the Bear Ign you certainly were 
most conspicuous; and if the mob became ** desperate^" the 
cause must be traced to yourself and friends; but the galling 
cry of no popery, brought you in quick time from your perch! 
J^fter all, what makes this papist, who has no vote^ stand for- 
ward so boldly for the honour of John Benett's insulted 
troop? 1*11 tell youi • 

. J.'^Re receives from that troop, in the shape of pay and 
perquisites^ two hundred pounds per annum i 

Q.T^VVhat makes him so zealously advocate the cause of 
the Quorum ? 

^.— He is bricklayer to the New Gaol by their appoint- 
ment. 

O-r-What atUches him to the interest of J. Benett? 

^.—Because Mr. Benett informed a certain Catholic lord, 
that if he would give him his interest, 4ie would, if returned, 
vote for the Catholic Bill ! ! — No Atubism! No Popbry! 



Jlfr^ Long Wellesley^s Speech, Ax deltoered by hini, at the 
Nomination at Devizes, on the \Sth of June, i8l8. 
(By a near Observer.) / 

When the tumultuoiis guard opposite have ceased their 
clamour, .1 shall take the liberty of addressing yon. 

Gentlemen — ^They will neither fatigue me, nor render me " 
intern perate-^I shall patiently wait upon them ail long as 
they please; 

(After various attempts to speak.) — I might have troubled 
you .with a long oration; hut my opponent.has furnished me 
with so much matter, that it is only necessary for me to con^^ 
jtinue where bf left bff.— I pledge to prove to you, according 



to bis own shewing, that Mr. Methuen aqd myself are, of thi 
three Candidates^ the most proper to fill the situation of your 
Representatives. ^ 

The honourable gentleman says, you ought to return iio 
^member to Parliament, whose public conduct has not been 
tried, and proved to be independent. He must admit, a$ 
well as I do, the tried independence of Mr. .Metbueu : and I 
have to prove that my public conduct will stand as high 
upon that score as any man's. — I will prove, that before t 
bad such an inducement to become independent as I shall 
have when I represent this gres^t county, that I was as fully 
so as any one. 1 have been accused of sitting for a govern- 
ment borough, and of being indebted to government for that 
seat. This is one of the numberless falsehoods which has 
been urged against me. I overthrew the government in*- 
iluence at St, Ives, and defeated (to use a fashionable phrase) 
a notorious .boroughmonger, Sir Christopher Hawkins. I 
seated myself for that^borough in order to oppose Govern-; 
ment with regard to its foreign policy. — Lord Wellesley, with 
ivfaom I was politically connected, having quilted the admi- 
nistration, because he thought the ample resources of this 
country were not adequately afforded to his brother, the Duke 
of Wellington : — the whole woild knows the truth and wisdoiu 
of the Noble Marquis's policy; — and the country equally 
knows that the government which~ he quitted had recourse 
to the measures which he had recommended. I then jomed 
the administration, and gave it my fullest support. — [ac- 
cepted no place, Mr. Beriett, is this dependence? Up to 
the peace of Paris, I continued my support to Government^ 
*— I went to Vienna. — I might have sought foreign employ- 
ment. — I attended the Congress.— L differed with Lord Caisi- 
tlereagh.— rl withheld from that Noble Lord my feeble sup- 
port to his General Treaty. Upon a variety of financial 
questions, like the late ifidependedt member, I opposed Go*- 
vcrnment.-^I shewed, in my opposition to Government, that 
which others, without disadvantage to themselves, ought 
to adopt. I considered public conduct to be one and a dis- 
tinct duty, which ought not to be affected by private feel- 
ing. — 1* spoke against my own father — an unfortunate persoii 
^ho falls under the stigma of being a cabinet minister, but. 
without a pension: — more as to' that by and bye. This 
transaction shews, at leasts that I am independent. Accord- 
ing to. the honourable gentleman's shewing, it ought to be 
tried independence. r—i imagine he means in the House of 
Commons— does he mean at Py thouse f — does he mean it 
With his own corps f — or does he mean it to be tried by the 

• Vide Mr. W .'s Speech on the Property Tax. 
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ites^ of any notorious society i If he does* I bow to him, 
and assert that I am unfit for the honour of representing this 
county. He says now^ he 'Applies his meaning, to the con* 
<iuct of members in Parliament. Well; there we both agree' 
— ^and he admits that I am one of the Candidates who pos>- 
•«ess the qualifioation which he thinks requisite-^-that of tried 
independence. I am fit, therefore, Gendemen, according 
to his own shewing, of representing you ; though we have 
tiot heard from the honourable gentleman a word to-day, 

. x>f that infallible nostrum of *^ local interests/' which I 
own appears to me a species of quackery^ which the honour* 
iible gentlemen has done wisely to keep in the back-ground. 
Tlie honckurable gentlemen states that others have sup« 
ported the Corn Bill as well as himself. I called upon him • 
^o name whom he meant: — Me, I suppose. Yes, Sir^ I did 

, vote for the Corn Bill ; I voted for the limited Corn Bill. 
I did not give evidence to raise the price of corn to a hundred 
flhillings. The hon.. gentleman's evidence is in print: he was 
.desirous of reducing the food of the poor to that which it 
was a century ago. Sir^ if the measures in this respect had 
been adopted, which the hon. gent, wished, I doubt if there 
£ver would have been A MR. Fisher : it would have been 
simply Farmer Such*a-one. The vociferous gentlemen op 
posite must have been contented with wholesome beer; old 

port would nevel: have disordered their heads. If they by 

chance rode to market, it would have been upon Old Dob- 
jbifi, with the dame behind, (Properly encumbered with butter 
^and eggs. There would have been no whiskies^— no hack- 
nies — nor hunters out of the trotting mare got by Mr. Gal- 
ley's favourite for the Derby. There would have been no 
ordinary at ten shillings for the Lords, and five for the Com* 
mons, over the way* ; but the hospitality of their champion 
,^8quire would have been more stable. — He probably would 
have attended this meeting in the good old style, with his 
coach and six bobtails. He might have beea benefited by 
hk ozDn evidence. To the qommunity at large it could pro- 
duce no good. I have read it attentively, and the jgovern- 
ing and only principle in it appears to me to be a strong re* 
jgard .for self-interest. 

Sir, — Recent evidence and discussion relative to the state 
of the Poor Laws, has clearly demonstrated that the coun* 
tiy has grown in wealth as the poor and middling classes have 
Increased in comfort and prosperity. There have been pie* 
riods.in the history of this country, in which there were nO 
biiddling classes: it was all rich and all poor. These wer(^. 

* There is^ni ordinary provided, at which the most wealthy Yeomanry dine 
for 10tf«.a4iead, and the le«8 weidtby at 64* 



Ihe perioflis When barley-bread was the chief susteliance of 
ibe manufacturing and labouring classes. 

Now, Sir, the corp$ du guard of Pythouse having re- 
freshed* as well us exhausted their breath, and a pause en* 

suing, I will say a word or two about a cabinet minister. - 

1 thought as much — a most beautiful groan! — Mr. Higk 
Sheriff, I shall remain perfectly tranquil until either you, or 
your deputy, or their champion, choose to command their 
attention. Well, then — to a cabinet minister :*— 1 have been 
accused, but insidiously, of pluming myself upon my fa- 
mily connection. This is falsehood the second; but I will 
endeavour to give it the air of truth — for I am proud of my 
family. I have the great misfortune of being intimately 
connected with the Duke of Wellington: it is, indeed. It 
misfortune; for, if it had not been from my having served 
with that nobleman, I should not to-day have been struck 
with the great similarity of the colours which the squadron 
before me wears, to those which were adopted by the French 
usurper. Their conduct also assimilates very much to «he 
French troops — for there is much more exclamation than 
valour. — —Thank you, Mr. Hughes — "a great cry and 
^' little wool.'' When you have ceased, I shall continue to 
«peak.— — With the Marquis Wellesley, also, I am con- 
nected : this is a misfortune. It is a notorious fact, that be 
abandoned office when place would have been a desirable 
pecuniary advantage to him. It is equally well known that 
he returned from India a poor man, when he might have 
become a rich one — ^all countries attest his too great libe^ 
^ity. My poor father is much to be pitied: he is, indeed, 
a cabinet minister. He has been twenty years in public 
life, and he is now, I believe, receiving the lowest salary 
which can be given to a cabinet minister — about equal jto 
that of a London police magistrate. Here, for the first time, 
the honourable gentleman and myself are oh a pan The ca- 
binet mimsler receives his orders from his sovereign l-^-the 
roiice magistrate is dictated to by his sovereign's cabinet! 
beg pardon of the lR>n. gentleman ; but is it true iha,%iis 
brother is a police magistrate ? Really, Sir, that gentle- 
man in the white coat, whose large buttons have attracted 
my attention, need no^ be so vociferous or impatient.— I 
shall soon have done with his champion ; and if he will li»* 
teq to me, I will tell him that, though his face has made no 
impression on me, his coat has : and nxy memory very much 
.misgives me, if he did not assure me that he had no vote-?- 
„aud I think if he had, he said he would give it me.— —I 

• * At this instant one of Mr: B.'s troopers was seen refreshing bimscQf froip 
M pocket-pistol, which he took out of one of bis hpiatus, . , .... i 
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. ttlatik him for the brftndishing of bis bladg^n : perhaps ifl 
the corps, into which I see him enlisted, he may possess nim- 
self of votes as readily ^s he pincks sapling oaks. 

" Now, Sir, as to one or two less points-^ few small oues* 
lions, and we will all tetire. I pity yoti, Sir; and I feel for 
myself. I will not allude to what A^ been said^ but [ wili 
confine myself to what has not been said. Did the hon6ur« 
able gentleman say (l really beg his pardon)^ but that new 
room'and long window is so disguised by figures; who, like 
harlequin, grow out of pantaloon, and Vvhich have become 
so suddenly decorated with tri-^coloured ribbonSi-that I forgot 
the place at which [ had the conversation with him. It was 
at that very window-^where the .honourable gentleman told 
me, that he never had said I was an Irishman;^— that, he said, 
he had denied it every where. Is it so? He shakes his 
head — no answer— the Devil and Dr.'Faustus! Whatdoei 
he mean ? — Oh ! — I understand him ! — " he says, he never 
did s^y I was not an Irishman*^ — but he never said ** I teat 
an Irishman :" — nor will he deny but that he held a conver- 
sation' with me at the great room in the Bear opposite, upoa 
that subject. Well, then, I am no Irishman, and I am not 
dependent — two great points obtained : — I shall soon be 
member for the county if I advance at this rate. George 
the Third, our gracious Sovereign, is about as much an Ha- 
noverian as I am an Irishman — born, bred, and educated in 
England. I first set my foot upon Irish soil, when I landed 
at Dublio, and embarked at Cork for the Peninsula^ with 
my unfortunate relative the Duke of Wellington.' 

One word with regard to Draycot House, "The gentle- 
men need not be so vociferous. — To cold arithmeticians, the 
imprudence of my allusion to that house may be considered 
as inexcusable. But from my soul, 1 cannot but see bow- 
sensible I must be of the obligations I am under to a certain 
lady, had I not, upon my first presenting myself before the 
county, alluded to that house. I do say it was the most mo- 
dest' — the most prudent course I could adopt: and it will be 
a great source of gratification to me, if i can repay the debt, 
of* gratitude I have incurred towards that famiJy, should I 
restore to it the distinguished honour which many of its re- 
jSresentatives have been favoured with before. And if I 
take as models of my Parliamentary conduct, those of Mrs. 
Long Wellesley's ancestors, who have represented in the 
House of Commons the interests of this great county. 
' One more complaint I have to make against the honoar- 
mble gentleman — I of course conclude (for 1 know nothing to 
his disrepute) that 'he would not mis-state any thing: but 
what means that statement which basappeared in the papers^ 
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felatiYe to some jairgoti of *' uQbiasfled suffraf^es/^ and of. 
'' not going to the poll V The papers a^isnredly spoke not 
one word of truth; but some proposal of that nature wa» 
certainly made by me to the honourable gentleman^ and at 
ibe instigation of his own friends and well wishers. But kt 
me take the whole odium of that upon myself— -and it amounts 
to this—- that I was not desirous of disturbing the tran^ 
fuillitj/ of the county, or of going to the poll ; or, if you 
please, spending money; or of making others spend money ; 
without being fully satisfied that even my enemies would, 
9pon the examination of my votes, admit that the majority 
at promises, which I had received, were such as fully war- 
nmled all that 1 had done, or every thing that I misht intend 
to continue to do — (Mr. Hughes very violent). — Well, Sir, 
be not so violent — your friend has thrown me down the 
gauntlet. 1 have put the glove on— this has been — 
, '' A hit, a most palpable hit." 
A poll you and he require. — You shall have it, and be* 
ware of tlje fate of Laertes; be not caught — 
' ** Like a wood-cock in its own springe.'^ 

Gentlemen, I shall no longer detain you ; but T shall as- 
sure Mr. Benett, that all that has happened since-I have trod 
the boards with him, has perfectly determined me never to 
break my crust, or to eat or to drink in peace, or be happy, 
fill I JBUccessfully oppose his pretensions, when placed in op- 
position to mine, for the purpose of representing this great 
county in Parliament. 

Committee Room, Salisburt/f June 2£, 18 18, 
Resolved by me, W. Long Wellesley, that the motion 
of Mr. Coleman, seconded by Captain Brown, reflects on 
those gentlemen disgrace, inasmuch as their accusations are 
untrue. No persons were forwarded to Devizes, at my ex- 
pense, and none were paid for their trouble in disturbing the 
peace. Mr. Long Wellesley recommends Mr. Coleman 
and Captain Brown to send forth to the public in future^ 
truth, and not falsehood. / 

To the Freeholders of Wiltshire., 

Countrymen ! The newspapers have teemed of late witk 
epistles relative to the respective Candidates ; many of which 
contain much more writing than sound argument. Fewer 
words, more aptly applied, would have given you. a better 
iaaight of the jeal character of the gentleman in question; 
bvttheitruth is, that while, (instead of thinking and acting 
toipartially) the advocates of the one party are eagerly desi^ 
VOtts ol finding out faults ^nd blemishes iatjie other (whicc^ 
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is. the case with both aidfs) you will find it very difficult to 
disUoguish truth frotn falsehood and slander. Countrymen ; 
let me advise you not to debase your minds by selfish inte- 
rested views, or by party spirit; — think and act like true 
Britons. 

Let Englmpd's men, like EnglUhn^en appear ; 

To patriotic independence dear 1 

Detest corruption ; spurn base infrest low j 

And let their country's love within them glow. 

Elect BO person for mere wealthy fame ; 

Nor him whose sole desire is honour to obtain ; 

EJiect a member likely to fulfil 

111' important duties of his station well ; 

Elect the Patriot, who will best declare 

His mind in ParliameBt, devoid of fear; 

Whose wisdom and whose prudence can foresee 

The go6d or evil of each state decree : 

Whose honour and integrity are known ; 

Wbo seeks his country's interest — not his own ; 

llHio for a representative is fit, 

And in the Senate with renown will sit; 

If men likie this the Parliament compose, 

In peace and happUiessr Great England shall repose. 

In reference to the respective Candidates^ I would observe 

first, that it will be for you to decide, from Mr. Benett's cha* 

riacter, whether those abilities which are placed to his credit 

Would most probably be employed conscientiously, or be ap- 

{»ropriated to the advancement of his own interest, regard- 
ess of the sacred duties of that important trust to whicn he 
dspires. But even if you perfectly approve of Mr. Benett, 
considered as to himself; you ought still to hesitate before 
you elect him ; for, I understand thut there are certain poli- 
tical clubs established in the county, whose practice it baa 
been for the last forty years> to meet together and agree 
amotig themselves who shall be elected the representative of 
Wiltshire ; and whose ppwier has been so great, that by their 
influence principally the members for the last forty years 
have been nominated. Countrymen ! if this be true, there is 
DO doubt but that it is a sort of tyranny which tends to divest 
the great body of electors of the power of electing, and which 
therefore ought to be crushed before it is too firmly established. 

Now Mr, Benett is supported by the main body of t^ese 
clubs ; and consequently if, in this hard struggle, you elect 
him, you increase the power and influence of tn^se clubs a| 
the expense of your own. It is therefore for you to consi<^ 
der, whether these clubs are dangerous or not ; if they are^ 
you will do well to crush them, by opposing their measures, 
which add to their inflaence. 

in reference to Mr, Wellesley ; — he is not a native of th^ 
coutiiy 'tis true : but be is not on tbat account less fit to re^ 
present ^9, Tb^e have been many. he$kyy charges made 

XX ' 



S38 ' 

ft&iihst him, bot niosfc of tbem appekr to have been irefutecl. 
If he has endeayoured to use Treasury or Government influ-^ 
^nce^ he has done wrong ; but I do not think -this charge 
has been clearly proved. Nevertheless I would advise yon 
to make a strict investigation of Mr. Wellesley's character^ 
tind if you have no better resource, choose the leak of two 
evils* 

As to Mr. Methuen ; — t A-ankly declare my opinion, that 
he is the fittest of the three to represent us; — from what [ 
have heard he is an independent man, and neither speaks un-* 
der the wings of the administration, nor opposes the govern- 
inent from party spirit. » 

iremain^ Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

ANQLOIS. 

til ■— 8 I n 

Lost or StRAYED, for nobody would Steal it, a Ca- 
tnelion coloured Spaniel, the property of John Bonett, Esq« 
answers to the name of 

OLD M00N.RAK£R. 

Whoever, will restore it to the owner shall receive a reward 
bf one yard and three qufu-ters of PytRouse mixturfit from 
the EditorflT of the Salisbury and Winchester Journal, in 
whose columns it has been roaming for these ten weeks 
under violent suspicion of Hydrophobia. To be paid for 
by a voluntary suDscription of the Quorum, and by the sale 
of songs at one penny each, by the butler at Pyihouse. Old 
Georce the Second will be taken. 

N. B. Barley bread and potatoes every day in the year^ 



Wilts countV election.— second day, Jmt %&. 

The polling commenced this morning at nine o^cIock, about 
Which hour Mr. Methuen arf-iVed, and addressed the Electors 
In a handsome ispeech, in which the hon. gentleman, after giy« 
ing a summary View of bis conduct in Parliamedt, entered into 
a Tindication of hitiaself irom a repott which had joined much 
prevalence, of that gentleman's having entered into a coalition 
With Mr. Wellesley. This the hon. gentleman denied upon 
his honour, and said he would appear upbn the hustings every 
faonr, and call upon anyjpcfs<>n ^^ come forward and prove 
that he eyer coalesced. The hon. gentleman appeared at dif- 
ferent times after on the hustings^ and denied the coalition in 
the most energetic terms. 

About half past ten Mr. Long Wdlesley was discerned from 
the hustings, amidst a multitude of Ariends, whose reiterated 
Applauses demonstrated the proudly eminent situation which 
Ike nej^ew of our illastrioos Wellington bad in their affec«> 



4 

339 

iions. As they approa:cbed tbe place of poUtog/ their huzsai 
were answered bj his friends on the hustings ; as he entered 
the palingSf the heart-felt applauses became extreme, and 
** Long W ellesley fot ever" resounded *^ till the welkin rung.^' 
On his arrival, the band struck up, God save the King, and 
he immediately addressed the Freeholders in a speech nearly 
to the following effect, — ** Gentlemen, I will not trouble you 
with a long speech, — I deplore as much as any' man, the out*- 
rageous attack on Mr. Tinney last night ; that action was a 
disgrace to that cause you thought you were advocating ; I 
would not, gentlemen, consider that man for a moment my 
friend, who would,, by any act of his, invade that protecting 
pale which the law has thrown round every Englishman. 
Gentlemen, if you wish to see me in that situation which it is 
my highest ambition to attain ; if you wish me to consider it 
an honour, and not a disgrace to represent you, let your con-** 
duct be orderly, and such as becomes that noble character 
which makes the Englishman in all climes st^nd as the first 
of men. I now, gentlemen, thank yoii for the favour you have 
shewn me, and hope that your conduct will besuph as to defy > 
the calumny of your enemies." 

Mr. Methuen again appeared, and after in the most solemn 
manner protesting his entire innocence of tbe charge of a coav 
lition, offered, if any person who doubted his wpfd, wojuld go 
to Salisbury and bring him a bible, he would make oath, in the 
presence of that assemblage, that there w£|s ho fouQdatioi| for 
the report, 

Mr. ^Wellesley then, in a speech, replete with wit and hu^ 
roour ; a speech, which, added to his gentlemanly and con^ - 
ciliating manners, drew the applause of all present*: " Gentle^ 
men, (said he) I really am ashamed of repeating to you that 
word coalition ; I would advise every school-boy to look into 
his dictionary and see the meaning of it. He (Mr. W.) could 
see nothing in coalition disgraceful, nothing contrary ,lo law ; 
when some of you, my friends, return to your houses, and 
turn this dreadful word coalition in your minds, you will pro* 
bably exclaim. Good God ! what wicked men these three Can-f 
didates are! As for my part, 1 declare, I iiave formed no coali- 
tion; on this head lam perfectly independent. But,gentlig|nen^ 
you must recollect, that this word coalition, like many other 
pretty things, sooji tire those who use them. Gentlerpeyi, when 
an i^nemy is beaten, he descends to electioneering tricks; I dis« 
dain such conduct. Gentlemen, I niust again repeat thelipfrid 
word coalition, and declare, in the most solemn manner, that 
no coalition exists between Mr. Methuen and ipyself. Mr. Me- 
thuen is a gentleman for whom I have the highest respect ; he 
is indepepdeqt ,* vfHk him | sho^ld be happy to sit in Farlia'^ 
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meiit, and (here consider him, as t do here— -a friend. Gentle* 
men, I shall conclude with saying, ^'ETerjman for hioMei^ 
and God for us all.** " 

Mr. Wellesley retired >cheered from all quarters* 
^ About one o'clock Lord Folkestone addressed the freeholders, 
and endeavoured to impress.upou their minds^ that Mr. Me* 
thuen formed no coalition. Mr. Methnen followed on the 
same subject ; and in his speech exonerated Mr. Benett from 
being privy to the fabricated report which was industriously cir- 
culated by the troop wearing Mr. B/s colours. (Here the hon. 
gentleman pointed at Mr. B.'s troop. )-^Mr. M. then said that 
the report never originated with Mr. Wellfesley or his party. 

Mr. Benett then came forward, and in a speech replete with 
tautology, which perhaps was occasioned by the frequent in* 
terruptions he received from the hisftn and groans from the 
surrounding multitude, he denied, in comition with the other 
candidates, a coalition, and often alluded to the contest of I77S. 
Mr. Long Wellesley. then addressed the meeting to the fol- 
lowing effect : " Gentlemen, I mean no expression of disre*. 
spect to Mr. Benett, nor do I mean to U6eany words that might 
detract from that gentleman's honour ; but I must say, that 
if ever a man (to use a common-place expression) made a birch 
for bis own back^ it is Mr. Benett. His own words prove me 
to be the man best calculated to represent this great and inde- 
pendent county. It is not for me to talk of what I have done 
for my country. I certainly have not kept open houses ; I 
have not, gentlemen^ to ensure ray election, opened my long 
purse, with the liberality of my opponent ; no, gentlemen, i 
bad no need to fee any partisans ; I live, gentlemen, in the 
hearts of my tenantry ; (a voice from the crowd — indeed, Sir, 
you do ;) 1 uphold, gentlemen, the character of a great land* 
holder by this conduct : do I distress my tenants? Which of 
them prefers a complaint against me f — Not one. Gentlemen, 
my heart tells me, my judgment approves, my conscience ap- 
plauds that conduct which places this duty above, far above 
hospitality. (Great applause). The hon. gentleman, (Mr« B.) 
has alluded to the contest of 177S: gentlemen* I advert to 
that contest with feelings, of the highest exultation ; I ask bim 
if he can number among his supporters more than one family 
that was engaged in that contest ; can be number tbe Penrud* 
dockes, or the Goddards, amongst them ? No, they were ray 
friends ; so is Admiral Popham and Sir F. Burdett ; those are 
they whohave enlisted under my colours*; those arc they who up- 
hold me ; these ^re they who consider me a fit person to repre- 
sent you in parlian;ient ; and yonder (pointing towards Mr. B.'s 
troop) are the respectable gentlemen who bave enlisted under 
my opponent's colours. That gentleman is certainly supported 



by one fabiily, and one only, and that was engnge^ in the con- 
test of 177S; I mean the hon. atitl ancient famHy of the 
Wyndhanis, a family for Trbom I have the highest respect.** 
The hon. gentleman, after thanking the freeholders, rehired 
amidfit the loud huzzas of the multitude at four o^clock. The 
state of the poll was declared by the High Sheriff as folbws— 

Mr. Methuen, 763 ; Mr. WellesUj/^ 509 ; Mr. Benett, 410l 

When Mn Methuen stepped forward^ and afiber thanking 
the fre^hplders for the support they ga^ him, he. again reverted 
to the coalition and retirol. Mr. Benett then. caioe fbcwaid^ 
and through the exertiooa of Mr. Long Wcllasley, he obtained 
a partial hearing. By what we could collect of hb speech, 
the gentleman expressed hia detenu inaiion, of contiaaing the 
contest. For us to attempt a minute detail of the other part? 
of hisspei^ch would, from the uproar that ensued|, be worse 
than folly. — When Mr. B. retired, Mr. L. Wellesley thu» ad» 
dressed the a^emblage.: ^^ GeDtlemen^ if the hon. geotloman 
who last addressed you wishes^ to continue the poll ror twenty 
days, I shall always consider it my diity not to* own that maa 
for a friend who wouJd disturb the public peace^l will never 
countenance him^ it is not proper, nor just^ nor honoumhie, nor 
the characteristic of the English nation* Gentlemeni if I lost 
one hundred votes by it, I would myself,, at the risk of my 
personal safety, seize that mail who, by an act of riot, would 
violate tbo laws of his country. Gentlem^eiiy this day's success 
far exceeds my expectation, and leaves my return no longer 
problematic. Gentlemen, for Mr. Methuen I entertain Uie 
highest respect ; you will always find me his rival in inde- 
pendence ; for, gentlemen, I shall never give way to or be leas 
independent than he or any other man in existence* My 
friends,, I would advise yoju, as you re^rd me, and ds you 
regard your own honour, npt to irritate, by any act of yours, 
those who oppose me ; shew your feelings in the same orderly 
manner as you have this day, and then, gentlemen, you will 
t^e all shew of complaint from our opponents* To-morrow, 
gentlemen, I will shew you a number of my friends on ibe 
hustings ; they will be accompanied, not by cavalry, no nor 
by Cossacks (great applause), but by established infantry. The 
Duke of Wellington, after gaining the battle of Waterloo, 
being asked what trpops coodiKed most to that fflorious Victory, 
answered, my Spanish infantry, meaning those JBHgj|isfa soldiefs 
that served with him in Spain. It is upon the infantry we 
depend for victory ; there are no troopa equal to good in&ntry. 
Who is he, acquainted with the history of his country, tiuit 
does not know the greatest victories were gained by infantry. 
Gentlemen^ I have but a few more words to say. Conduct 
yourselves with that moderation that becomes Englishmen, and 
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follow not the example that that^ nnfortanate cavalry has set 
jou. Gentlemen, it is my wish to bring the contest to a con* 
elusion, in order that you may return to your several occuim- 
tions.'' 

Mr. Long Wellesley then returned thanks and left the 
hustings, cheered by the greatest assemblage we ever witnessed 
out of the metropolis. 

Third Day y June 26.— On our arrival at the hustings we 
found Mr. Methuen addressing the freeholders: his subject ap- 
peared to be the ^* coalition/' The hon. gentleman said, *^ I 
have this day brought a Bible with me, and, with the consent 
of the High Sheriff, will here, in the face of the whole county, 
swear that I formed no coalition." (Loud cries of no^ no; we 
believe your zcord). Mr. Benett's brother then came forward 
and said, no' gentleman could doubt Mr. Methuen's word. 
Mr. Jtfethuen then resumed, and advised his friends to avoid all 
tumult, and retired. 

Mr.Long Welle8ley,as usual, accompanied by a large body of 
hi friends, arrived at the hustings about ten o'clock, and after 
the band had played the national air of God save the King, ad- 
dressed the voters to the following effect : — '^ Gentlemen, it is 
not my intention to address you at any length ; I will merely 
relate a circumstance which may entertain you. You wilt 
recollect a letter which appeared in the papers about Mr. 
Thos. Pik, (at this time Mr. Benett and his party nrrived, and 
with all that politeness which is observable in that gent leman*s 
adherents, interrupted Mr. L. W.'s address, nor did we notice 
any alacrity in Mr. Beneft, who was on the hustings at the 
time, to stop such proceeding). As soon as the discordant 
sounds of the instruments ceas^ to vibrate upon the ears of the 
auditors, the hon. gentleman resumed : ^^ I believe, gcntlemeui 
we ended at Mr. T. Pick; Mr. T. Pick I never saw until 
yesterday. I then saw him at the ordinary where I dined. He 
said as follows : * Sir, that letter was written for roe, and it did 
'tontain the truth : I am a poor man, and have a wife and eight 
children, and Mr. John Gale Everett did tell roe that unless I 
voted for Mr. iBenett, he would .turn me out of his employ : I 
have, 8ir,^for all that, come to vote for you, and hope that you 
will protect me.' You are. Sir, said 1, an independent man, , 
and shall be protected in the exercise of your elective franchise ; 
this circumstance, gentlemen, should, in n^y opinion, damp 
the cause of my opponent ; it proves, gentlemen, in opposition 
to the statement of an anonymous writer, that what I averred 
in my letter was an incontrovertible truth ; mine are no sly in- 
sinuations ; they are bold like that conduct which has marked 
my every action through life. Gentlemen, I now thank vou 
for your orderly behaviour, and will in the course of this day;| 
produce before you Mr. Thomas Picl^," 
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A tonr^rsatioii in the course of the mordihg was begun with 
^ome warmth by Mr. G. Everett, who called Mr. Wellesley to 
accopnt for some expressions made use of in bis morning address 
to the freeholders, respecting what he said in the afiair of Mr* 
T* Pick. Mr. W. in a calm and candid manner was relating the 
substance of that transaction, but from the man j interruptions , 
he receiyed from Mr. Gale Everett, he ^aid he would agaia 
state to the freeholders, in the presence of that g«ntleman, what 
he said in the morning ; this was at first objected to by Mr. 
Everett, Mr. B. and his friends, but Mr. L. W. being deter- 
mined to discharge his duty to the freeholders, oflkred to appeal 
to the Sheriff as to the regularity of his conduct. Mr. G. E. 
then appeared with Mr. W. on the hustings. The latter gen- 
tleman spoke to the following effect : ^^ Gentlemen, I trust to 
your candour that you will hear patiently ; and if I have 
in any instance mis-stated any circumstance, or said any thing 
dkrespectful of Mr. Everett, I will here publicly ask the gen- 
tleman's pardon } but, gentlem^en, I shall in so clear a manner ' 
prove what I this morning averred, that it will remove everr 
shadow of doubt from the minds of all." (Mr. Everett s 
feelings becoming strongs and interruptii^g, Mr. Wellesley was 
obliged to request the gentleman to allow him to proceed;) 
Mr. L. W. then proceeded: "Gentlemen, Mr. Thos. Pick 
did certainly promise me his vote, and what I caused to be 
published in the papers are to all intents and purposes facts- 
undeniable facts. 1 shall, shortly, gentlemen, present Mn 
Pick; (here Mr. E. with a great deal of warmth ahd seeming 
triumph, told Mr. L. W. that it was Pike, not Pick); . 
wonderful! Pick or Pike, as you will have it, will soon be pre- 
sented to you, and prove again the truth of what I say. J, 
gentlemen, aver that the letter, which appeared in the papers, • 
signed T. Pick^ or Pike, was written by or for the iilentical 

Srson whom I shall present to you. He (Mr. T. Pick) in- 
rmed me yesterday, before forty«gentlemen, that he was de- 
termined to vote for me, and that Mr. Everett, this gentleman 
(pointing to Mr. EO, said, if he voted for me, he would dis- 
charge him from his employ. — Mr. Everett commenced by 
stating that he would, at his first outset, take the gentleman 
short. ** This letter, signed T. Pick, was sent to Mr. Timbrellj 
and not to Mr. Welksley. To the best of my recollection, 
the conversation that passed between me and Pike was to this 
eflfect. Pike said that he promised his vote to Mr. Wellesley, 
I then remarked to him that common courtesy ought to induce 
liim to consult me before he promised his vote. 1 appeal to 
you, gentlemen, and to this gentleman (turning towards to Mr. 
L. W.), if I bad not reason to expect from him this mark of 
arespect." Mr. Wellesley replied, in a most energetic manner, 
«nd enforced his first proposition^ adding, that be considered 
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tkat man who would, by any undue means, itrive to awe. a 
voter into fht ranks of tbosp whom his beart did not approve, 
as a man not acting consiitotionally. I certainly agi<ee, said 
he, with Mr. G. Everett, that it would bea mark of respect from 
»flian to bis master, to consult htm on a subyect so important as 
that of retorntn^ a member to the Imperial Parliament ; but, • 
Sentlemen, continued he, did any man dependent on me — were 
his obligations-iif the greatest magnitude-^ was be, gentleiaen, 
to oome and tell me it was his wish to vote for any other gentle- 
man, 1 would say, act according to your conscience; and God 
Uess^ou. The greater those obligations, the less, gentlemen, 
wcnild I presume to bias him ; and he, as well as you, geotie* 
men, who raHy under the colours of my opponent, would 6ad 
me when my services were wan ting, — a friend. ( Applause from 
aU). Several rejoinders passed between Mr, Everett and Mr. 
^ L. W. but from the heat which Mr. Everett displayed we 
passed them over, not willing to give publicity to what would, 
m our opinion, hurt the feeling of a^respectable man. Mr» 
L. Wellesley concluded this interesting discussion by saying, 
^^ Gentlemen, you Will not find me, throughout this contest, a 
h6t hair-brained Irishman, but a cool, honest, warm-hearted. 
Englishman." 

On the the arrival of Mr. Long, the late Member, Mr. 
Wellesley again addressed the voters thus : ^' Gentlemen, I 
beard yesterday a greet deal ibout coalition,, and sometliing 
about the glorious contest of 1772; there are, I have no 
doubt, amongst the vast body of freeholders, several who 
remember that contest, (you were not there, said one of the 
troop,) I should be unhappy, said Mr. L. W. very unbap^ 
py, to be there, my good Sir; then, instead of being young, 
and willing heartily to engage in your service, 1 wouid be 
old, perhaps eigbty-twb years of age, and nearer to a nar- 
rower home than tfab gentleman who made the remark at 
present possesses ; but, gentlemen, though 1 have not been 
thei^, yet if any man can read, an accomplishment which 
that gentleman has not in all probability attained, — 1 repeat^ 
if any man who can read, and has studied the history of this 
county, -a study which I hope I have not neglected, must 
kfiow jbal the contest of 1772 — that glorious contest, was 
terminated by an unfortunate relative of ncrine, SirJames 
Long.— His character, and his purse, gainfed it; yes,gent^ 
men. Sir James Long, with a few light troops, established your 
independence at that time ; and, gentlemen, I, an unfortunate 
V stranger, but allied to that honourable family, will, with the 
assistance of the same kind of troops, assert and gain your 
independence at this time; and I assure you, geiktlelnef}> 
that the cavalry will be obliged to seek their safety as a 
beaten enemy would by a speedy 6iglit/' 
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Aftw the* state ef the poll was. declared, Mr,1Vlethueh 
thanked the freeholders for the honour they had done him 
by placing him at the bead of the poll; and said, that his 
friends were now convinced, by the state of the poll| that 
bis election was sure ; he, therefore, thought that the story 
of coalition was entirely disbelieved. 

The usual symphony of (hisses, groans, 8cc. announced 
to us that Mr. Benett was on the hustings; that gen* 
tleman, by the great exertions of Mr. Long WeJlesley, ob- 
tained something like a hearing; but whether he studied 
under Demosthenes or Cicero, or any of theancient orators, 
we cannot say, but so^ntirely different was his manner from 
that of modern orators, that astonishment arrested the pen, 
and hinder us from giving the detached sentences that drop- 
ped from his mouth. He said something about the promise 
oe made before of gaining upon his opponent. His speech, 
like the half impelled wheel, reverted continually to the 
tame subject. The gentleman retired amid the delectable 
sounds of goose music. 

Mr.L. Wellesley (cheered from all quarters) then came 
forward, and said, '^ If, gentlemen, the success which the 
hon. gentleman boasts of is gratifyidg to him, I am very 
l^appy that he feels griitified. Gentlemen, I have at present 
on the ground one hundred and forty unpolled voters, and those 
will the fcst thing to-morrow morning give their voices for me. 
This, gentlemen, added to the numerous arrivals which I 
expect to-morrow, will place me proudly pre-eminent over 
my opponent.—Gentlemen, another circumstance conduced 
to the gratification of the gentleman ; a carriage with a num- 
ber of my friends, broke down, and hindered them from ar- 
riving in time to poll; I have, gentlemen, a habit of rising 
late, and as I am seldom put out of my way, I indulged that. 

f>ropen$ity this morning, and my friends seem to have fol- 
owed my example; no doubt they stopped to have a cx>m« 
fortable breakfast, and by that means gave an advantage to my 
opponent. To-morrow, gentleman, will be a proud day for 
lis, and will prove, that however others may be buoyed 
up by this apparent success, I will be finally successful ; and 
I will, as I generally do, and as 1 believe the hon, gentle- 
iban does^ go to church on Sunday with a mind calm as it is- 
at present. Notwithstanding all that has been said. about 
coalition, I shall beg to say a few words on this subject: 
there is no coalition between me and Mr. Methuen : but, 
gentlemen, I must say that I have the highest respect for 
Mr. M. and feel happy, very happy at his success. I now 
again call upon my friends to come forward and prove to the: 
gentleman who feels so gratified, thar my triumph is c^^ia.''. 
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^. Mr. L, Wellesley represents the Friends of Mr, Bc- 
nett as under the influence of Clubs and Magistrates^ whom 
he ealJs a notorious Quorum ; — it is a notorious falsehood. 

II. He affirms that — had it not bcfen for Mr. Benett the 
Corn Bill would never have been thought of; — ^he alone would 
have thought of imposing such a falsehood on the inhabitants 
of the county. 

III. He represents the Com Bill as oppressive to the Poor, 
thus endeavouring to excite disaffection and tumult; — bnl all ' 
the world knows that he voted for the Corn Bill himself. 

IV. He affirms that he did not apply at the Treasury 
with intent to injure Mr. Salmon, of Devizes; it is proved 
that he did apply to the Treasury clerk. On that subject 
his pitiful shifts, evasions, and falsehoods, are endless. 

V . He asserts that the disorder and tumult at Devizes on 
the day of Nomination, arose from those who wore Mr. Be- 
nett's colours and no others ; five thousand persons at least 
know that this is a falsehood. 

Brother Freeholders — Pause, reflect, and contrast with 
this trkin of falsehood, the ingenious and gentlemanly con- 
duct of Mr. Benett and Mr. Methuen. 

A FREEHOLDER. 



To tlie Freeholders of the County of Wilts. 

GBNTLfiMBN, — Ibcg Icave again to congratulate you upon 
tile certain prospect of Mr. Benett's election as a represen- 
tative in Parliament for this county, and upon the evident 
decrease of the ill founded prejudices against him. It is 
surely high time that the disgraceful mode of hostility adop- 
ted against that gentleman should cease. That a '' stranger," 
a ''court candidate," a '' thick-and'thin" ministerial member 
of Parliament should be a favourite with the populace, is 
most certainly new in the annals of elections ; and it is witL 
great pleasure I see that the lower classes now begin to per- 
ceive their blunder ; for should this system of intimidatioa 
succeed, [ fear we shall be called'' Moon-Rakers" to all eter- 
nity. These misguided people think that 

Because Mr. Benett recommended the keeping out foreign 
wheat at a tim.e when the produce of this country fetched 
but 305. or AOs. a quarter, he is answerable for the Cora Bill 
that afterwards passed in Parliament, and must be a maa 
that wishes to starve the poor. (It should not be forgotten 
that Mr. Lone Wellesley voted for this Corn Bill.) 

Because Mr. 6enett recommended the planting of pota- 
toes in all small waste pieces of ground, be must be a maa 
that thinks potatoes food good enough for the poor. 
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And because Mr. Benett recommended the mixture of bar- 
Iey«meml with wheaten flour in times of scarce crops of wheat, 
be mast be a man that thinks barley food good enough fdr 
the poor. 

What can be more absurd than for beings deemed rational 
to thinlw as above? What can be more wicked than to mis- 
represent Mr. Benett's evidence in the House of Peers, and 
to foist it upon the public in the manner that it has been 
printed by the degraded Hunt? A. B. 



2b the Freeholders of the Cownty of Wilts. 

' Gentlemen. — The little ground I have lost this day, has 
arisen purely from accidental circumstances. At the moment 
that the poll was closed, the booths were crowded with my 
friends giving their votes,. one hundred and forty of whom were 
then on the ground, and could not be polled from not being up 
in time. Had they arrived half an hour earlier, I should have 
more than maintained my majority. Every exertion was made, 
every nerve strained by Mr. Benett to pbce himself above me 
to-day. With all those exertions he was unable to attain his 
object ; and I speak with the most perfect confidence when I 
state to you that to-morrow night an end will be put to the 
exultations of Mr. Benett and his friends, by your seeing me 
with a majority so commanding, that there will no longer be a 
doubt of my success. 

' I am> Gentlemen^ your devoted faithful servant, 
June 26, 1818. W. LONG WELLESLEY. 

STATE OF THE POLL THIS DAY* 
Long Wellesleyy 792; Methuenj 1273; Benett, 781. 



To the Freeholders of the County of Wilts. 

Gentlemen, — The decided majority of which I have to 
boast demands ray best thanks and acknowledgements to 
those freeholders who have done me the honour of contri- 
buting to my success. 

The circumstance of my not having a larger number of 
voters on this day is the most saiisfatory refutation of the 
false charge of a eoalition, as each Candidate polled a num- 
ber of single votes, and I divided many witti each of the 
other Gentlemen. 

' However triumphant my superiority, let me entreat my 
friends to continue their present exertions, nor relax in the 
smalfest degree their endeavours to secure my election, as 
long, as the Poll remains open, however high I may be placed 
ppon it through their kindness and activity. 
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Fully aware of the value of the support whidi I Have met 
witby and highly grateful for the warm manner with which 
the county at large has received me, 

I have the honour to subscrihe myself, Gentlemen, . 
Your most devoted and grateful humble servant, 

SaHsbury, JuntZl, 1818. PAUL METHUEN, 

STATE OF THE POLL THIS DAY:— 

Methuen, 1386; Long fVelles/ej/, U05; Benetl, 934. 



To the Freeholders of the County of Wilts. 

Gentlemen, — The events which have hitherto takeu 
place during the Poll, cannot discourage us from persevering 
in the glorious contest in which we are engaged, t6 secure 
the independence of the county, and to maintain the free- 
dom of election. 

The numerous friends which I have yet unpolled in many 
districts, and particularly in the northern hundreds of the 
county, whom it has hitherto been impossible to bring for^ 
ward, will very shortly shew by their presence and support 
fit the Poll, which of the two Candidates are ultimately to 
be the choice of the independent freeholders, and to enjoy 
the distiuguished honour of representing you in Parliament. 

My opponent, Mr. Wellesley, has obtained a transient 
superiority on the Poll, from unforeseen circumstance$i 
Many of my friends have been prevented from presenting 
themselves by the system of terror acted upon before and 
since ihe commencement of the election, wholly incompati- 
ble with the rights of the electors and the principles of the 
pbnstitution. But the triumph which is gained by such extra*? 
ordinary means cannot be of long duration. 

All obstructions at the place of election are removed, and 
my friends may come to the hustings without danger or in- 
sult. Be not intimidated, Brother Freeholders, the day of 
our triumph Is near. — I remain, Gentlemen, 

Ever your rbost obedient and devoted servant, 
June27, 1818. JOHN BENETT, 

To the Freeholders of the County qf Wilts. 

Gentlemen, — The predictions of my friends are realized, 
and your exertions in my favour have nearly doubled that 
majority by which I stood distinguished on Thursday's PolL 
When I threw myself upon the kindness of the freeholders 
pf Wiltshire, I founded my hop^ of success upon a know- 
ledge of the firmness of their principles and tqe indepen^ 
dence of their gbaracter. 
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I regretted that I wa» personally a stranger among you, 
bqt I felt that yon would consider with liberality and induK 
gence^ the circumstances which gave me that close and d^ep- 
rooted connection with your interests, which nothing c^n 
remove or destroy ; this you have done, and my gratitude 
for it has inspired me with a zeal for your interests more ar- 
dent than the casual advantages of birth, upon which my 
opponent founds so much of his pretensions to your favour, 
could have done. 

Your zealous support thi« day does not snfier me to en- 
tertain a doubt of our ultimate success, but it is not enough 
that our triumph should be finally secure^ it must be proo^pt, 
conspicuous, and decisive. 

No object can be more desirable, or is nearer my hearty 
than the restoration of tranquillity and harmony to this great 
and opulent county; the best means of effecting it will be by 
the early and strenuous exertions of my friends to procure 
for me such an overwhelming majority on the Poll, as must 
deprive my opponent of all hopes of success, and leave any 
ill-advised continuance of the struggle to be ascribed to 
other motives, than a rational expectation of rei)rcsenting 
you in Parliament. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Yout devoted faithful servant, 

;funt 27, 1818. W. LONG WELLESLEY. 



To the Freeholders of the County of Wilts. 

, The Hustings, June 27. 

Freeholders.— The underneath voluntary affidavit of most 
fespcctable persons, just put into my hands, has been particu- 
larly pleasing to me, as it clearly evinces that my friends are 
most desirous to maintain the public tranquillity ^^i\A effectually 
repels the unfounded accusation brought against them of ex- 
citing tumult. 

Let me implore of them to conduct themselves with the 
moderation and temper they are now doing, as they will do 
honour to the character of Englishmen, and ensure to them- 
selves and me a proud triumph. 

I am, Gentlemen, your devoted faithful servant, 

W. LONG WELESLEY, 

(Copy.)— ^«ft^ toarie.— The several informations of Wil- 
liam Peaice, cabidetHDaaker ; William Payne, yeoman; and 
jJeremiah Payne, oat-meal tnftter; all of Warminster, in the 
fald county, taken before mc^ Thomw Hde Phipps, Esq. one 
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.of his Majesty*! justices of the peace, in and for the said 
county, this 26lh day of June, ISiS, who on their oaths say — 
That they were standing in the Market-place at WanniDster^ 
in the said county, on &e evening of the 25tb of June instanl, 
to see the return of the freeholders and others who had thai 
day been to a contested election for Knigrhts of the Shire for 
the sfiid county; and that a person standing behind the car- 
riage of John Whitaker, Esq. of Fairwood, in the said county, 
wearing the colours of John Benett, Esq. one of the candidates 
for the said county, passing the people, struck several of them, 
without any provocation whatever, several violent blows witb 
a large stick ; and vhat no violence was ofibred on the part of 
the people until after they had received several blows froaa 
the peison behind the said carriage. (Signed) W. PEARCE, 

W, PAYNE, 
JER. PAYNE. 
Szrorn before me^ Thomas Hele Phippi. 



WILTS ELECTION. 

At the close of the Fourth Day's Poll, on the numbers being 
announced by the Sheriff, Mr. Wellesley came forward, and 
thus addressed the freeholders: — 

^* Gentlemen,*— It is always painful to me when compelled 
to' speak of famh/ ; it is always with pain when I speak of 
mine* Unroll those banners. (The man who carried them un* 
rolled them.) The first spot (the crest) which rides on them, 
was conferred for the salvation of India, the union flag fbr the 
capture of Seringapatam, and the colours Wellington blue. 
Gentlemen, I am proud of my family ; it is my pride to be 
related to such men as the M&rquis Wellesley and the Dukaof 
.Wellington; I am proud of it, but' I don*t build upon it; 
nor should 1 at alt have attended to i^, but for what has fallen 
from the honourable gentleman. While I continue to. act 
honest and upright. Til tell the man, whoever he may be, that 
in point of family, there is no county in England would be 
disgraced by returning me their representative. (Loud cheer- 
ing,) I am supported by the family of the Iiongs, and I tell 
those who do not like it, that I am very much pleased in that a 
and rii tell them more, that the family of Lon^ is the jfaniily 
of independence. Thejr belong to the good old times ; they 
have been long known in the county, thev came early to the 
country, were ennobled in the county, and had the baronetcy 
. granted them for the ftithfiil attachment of. their chief to his 
'Sovereign. (Applause.) The Long frmilvdo possess |^t 
influence in the county ; but Fit tdl those who complain of it, 
that tM ioipuence has never beep employed to injure the fiQe« 
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holden^ (Bravo / braoo /> Is there a man amongst yon that 
can believe for one moment that any thin^ like undue influence 
has been used by me or my friends ? I bad no means of «ecur-* 
infir the voice of the county — ^I had no one to 8up})ort me from 
old friendships. I stand insulated and alone, destitute of thosr^ 
attachments inspired by the friendly bottle or the pleasures of 
the fox hunt. In sqch limited circles influence may success* 
fully be used ; but who can purchase the voice of a county ? 
Such a circumstance is impossible. 

'' The history of the country knows nothing of what is 
called the great interest ! The ^reat interests to which I look 
are the manufacturing and agricultural interests. {/Applause.) 
And that I have got, and is it a disgrace to the family of the 
Longs to support a Candidate so honourably supported f 
I shall never deny their interest. I disclaim the interference 
of aristocratic influence; I ani supported by respectable 
tradesmen. Go to Salisbury, there you will find that they 
vote for me in opposition to the wishes of their best cus- 
tomers. I am supported by Mr, Penruddocke, by the Long 
family, by General Popham ; I have the support of Mr. 
Saunders, of Bradford, is that the Long influence ? But the 
best friend I have to boast of is the malignant slanders that 
have been raised against my character. I have not. been long 
enough in the county for you to form an opinion prejudicial 
to my character ;- besides a man's character is not to be 
known merely by residence. You generally know more of 
a man's cbaractQ.r at a distance than at home. You go 
abroad to get news. - 1 had no previous acquaintance with 
you by which you might arrive at it, but you know it now. 
I stand upon my character, and to that character you have 
done ample justice. The result of toi-day's poll cannot but be 
gratifying to me. You hear from my opponent that I lead tiie 
day's poll one hundred and sixty; I have had the lead every 
day, i have kept and I intend keeping it until I am your re- 
representative. (Cheering.) I have one bunded voters un- 
polled, whom I shall be very happy to see to-morrow at Salis<< 
bury cathedral, and on Monday 1 hope I shall see them here. 
The situation I have got, I mean to keep ; I am (to< use an 
old but well-known proverb) " Cock of the walk" to-day, 
and it is but fair to suppose that I have some influence 
over those who are before me, my regular infantry. 1 have 
nothing to do with cossacks and cavalry. 

^ This contest has taught me one important lesson. ( 
was early a soldier, and when the measure relative to ^he 
yeomanry cavalry was before the House, I certainly was of 
opinion that no danger could arise from cultivating a mili- 
tary spirit. I admire yeomanry cavalry in th^ir proper place; 
tliey are a good, but they are an evil when employed tp iati* 
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pose of returning representatives to Parliament; whether dis- 
guised or undisguised^ It is unconstitutional in the highest 
degree. For myself I have no right to complain of it. The 
transactions at Devizes and at Wilton have made me th6 
popular Candidate. I will make 'use of my influence with 
you in requesting you not to irritate them. It is truly grati* 
lying to me to think that you have committed no riot, no act 
of tumult: — go on so. I shall have other opportunities of 
addressing you, as Mr. Benett will find to his cost; and 
when too late will acknowledge, that I was his best friend 
when 1 told him not to spend las own money, nor make me 
spend mine.*' 

Mr. Wellesley was repeatedly cheered wlTile delivering this 
address, aud the people separated in the most peaceable manner. 

To the Editor of the Salisbury and Winchester Journah. 

Mr. Editor— -Please to insert the following advertisc-t 
ment for your's, E. C« 

Wanted immediately, by the chairman of Mr. Wellfis- 
Iey'>^ Committee, a new Dictionary: the nioreabu&ive epithets 
and genteel words for conveying falsehoods to the public the, 
better.— N. B. It must be bound in ass's skin, edged with 
brass. — Price no object. 

TRVrn against FALSEHOOD. 
INDEPENDENCE against PERSECUTION. 

The Advertiser in the Salisbury Journal, E. C. 
Is hereby respectfully informed, that all copies of the said 
Dictionary were bought up by Mr. C. Bowles, and by htm 
were wisely ordered to be burnt, — but his officious servant 
Timothy opened one which he left carelessly in the wifldow>-*- 
tbence stolen by one of the cutjingcred gentry, in the %erm€e. . 
. The above is a black letter copy, stained with ' The 

outside was richly ornamented with five brazen Moomsy with 
A. B. E.C. and many other Letters ingenuously— no, no, in? 
geniously concealed. The Moon in first quarter and 9A full * 
were carefully taken off and beaten, to make an rrfge for thtt 
same— Happy to state (hat the old Afoon (Raker)^ the Moon 
in wane, and the Moon in eclipse still remain. This copy 
fell into the hands of the Ad-certi^er's old Friendy the chair- 
man of Mr, Long Wellesley *s Committee, which is ever, andl 
always has been most sacredly closed up, till he receives & 
mandate from Mr. Benett's wiser friends. It is then opened 
apd used, (never withoul an order from them), .and again in^ 
stantly aealed, Mr. hong Wellesiey on s^ipg it^ 6»^^ii it 
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doirb Mrith disdain^ and broke the clasps and chains with 
which it was encompassed, ' ' 

> Beware of the AisV heels! 

(Who scoims to kick the dymg lion,) 

Whose shoes were newly cocked np on Saturday, and which will be increased in 
size every evening, till Mr. Benett's'Friends are out of reach. 

" Nothing but the Truth" from hence. 

Scandal and Falsehood at the general Shop t*other side. 

Leave me, leave me to repose. 



LOST — From the side pocket of Mr. Benelt's principal 
A cent, a list of Voters who have no Votes ; of promises never 
to be performed ;. of r%imental order3 for moving off by one at 
a time, and forming in the hollow^ then to march back in a 
bodj to the hustings, to play- the game of Humbug. 



FOUND near the Hustings, in the vicinity of Wilton, a 
Pocket Book, bound in calf, supposed to belong to the Chair-- 
man of Mr. BenctCs Committeej and containing the following 
memorandums, but of no use even to the owner : — 

Mr. Benett's Professions of Independence. 

Captain Galley's Reinforcement from Cricklade. 

Narrative of the attempt to turn Leaseholds into Freeholds, 

The pleasures of Hope. 

Dissertation on the length and circumference of gentlemen's 
riding sticks. 

Essay on boasting, by a fellow of Brazen^ose College. 

The number of Tickets issued for the Ball to celebrate Mr. 
B.'s returrt.^ 

The ad vantages of " local knowledge," — " high honour,"— 
" 500 years genealogy," — ** active magistracy," — ** agricul- 
tural speculations,"-—^' interest of the Quorum, and support of 
the Clubs!" N. B. Very imperfect and very much soiled ! 

A% the contents of the pocket-book have been of lio advan- 
tage to the crwner or his friend, it cannot be conceived to be of , 
much use to the present possessor. He will restore it to the 
owner free of expense, ^provided he will promise to bequeath 
it to 7'Ae Old Moon-Raker , to be placed amongst the trophies 
of his fame, and which are so much to the honour o{his true 
Wihskirc Fami/j/I! . 

10,000 GUINEAS REWARD will be paid for the disco- 
very of TOM C ALLEY'S Majority, supposed to have been 
lost between Cricklade 9nd Wilton, wlijle proceeding to the 
latter place to insure the return of JOHN BENETT, Bgq. 
for the county pf Wilts. 

N. B. The money will be paid^as soon as it can be procured. 

z z 
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WILTSHIHE RACES, 1816. 

A HAUimCAP PUBSE 

To.be run for pn tlie last day, bv coi»e»t of tUc Reward, by broken down and 
beatcu Horses.— To start at Uie double distance post, an<| steeple biuit it, to 
Pythouse.— All disputes to be determined by his Reverence the Duke of 

X^c. TPke ifMJca uUready expecttd io sUirty are^ 

Riders, C^Umfs. 

Mr.II1weed'sConi.bill,U.8baA. . J^^^^Jl^l"^} 



by Self-interest 
Ir. Blusterer* 
by Boastel 



■V- 



I and Scarlet j 



Mr.'Blusterer's Parole, ) ^ ^ Westbury Black 



ii^aiifictitumB, 
(RentlidUow for tilt 
(.Freeholders' Plate. 

Fell l«me for ditto. 

5 Blue With; S Broke d9vm ibr Hie 
J Red CollajJ ) Cricklade Stakes 
Doubtful i *?«nj.r6ng side of 



Mn'CaU-ye-namei* j A. Boxer . 
Bhidgeon^byTrooper S 

'<t.^V*'!!.*°r'*^"^*'*^^ \ VT. iVIagisti-ate 
Fish, by Folly . S 

Major Catholic's Bricks ) 
and Mortar, by Jail > The Pope . Blood Red 
Contractor. . , .S 
Mr. Managei^s Prime? ^ jyj^j^^^^y^er Annatto . 

Agent^ by NecessUty 5 
John Hibberd's Esq. ) ^ r»nnn 

Kefttralit^hySweeperS^'^*"*^ , . . 

Squire T. King's celebrated horse Triumph, who beat L. BivefB monopoly by 
Mtisty Record. Mr, Marshwood's Country Gentkeman, and Mr. Wind-bim's 
^ Member by Goodluck, were considered too well-bred to start. 
' • Steward of the Racekf by special fiermission^ the Mwnrakei's Man, 

Clbhk and Clkarkrs qfthe Course, " Tilfc TROOP." 
t3* It US-expected there will be, tor the amuseraeiitof the ft-echolder», a|Higi,«> 
ustic contest between Noisy Tom and a Cripklade hero. 



I the Post. 
Very unsound. 

4 half-bred. 

( mdie Feather 
\ Weighi. 

5 Badly .trained im^ 
conditioiied* 



Smokey Black None. 



Bulletin Extraordinary: .JOHN BENETT, ESQ. 

TiiE state of this ^eiUleomn's health is at piefieui very pre- 
carious^ aiu] has exciied no inconsiikrable degree of alarm 
aroongst bis friends, [lis ruedical aiiendaiUa are ef opinion^ 
that without the aid of a miracle, he will never reQovef from 
the effects of the bio vis wbich he has received upon the Poll 
£or these iaat seven day^. The exercise of bis morning and 
^fteimoon^s ride has rather increased tf>an«cKminkiied'tbcferer« 
He has uader^ne a copious bleeding, but tke delirium remains 
yiiabatcd. Opiates have- been, vesortcd to, to procure a tempo- 
rary repose, but in vain. Change of air is now the only thmj^ 
tiutt can «ave him, and a journey to Franct has now become a 
measure, not of choice, but of necessity,- although it should 
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rnmove him for it tiaw (taai Iht piaeacm of flmt paUie **■ m 
tefioat affetthm he is daify gahrittg grvmtdU V . 

J. QUORUM, M D. 
Committrf Room, While ft art Itm^ Y. CA V A LRY, M. D. 
J«/y5?, 1918 D.CJyUB, M.D. 

..■., t .ijt I, i.^,-,ii« 111,1 k ■ — 

Ottat Cry and Litlfe Waal; 
OR REDUCTION DEJSCBNDING; 

oil 
Tom Cam.by%900 VoTBRa 
For John Benett, 
Reduced to Nine! , . . 



To the Freeholders of the County qf Wilts. 

GR»TtEM.EI«, 

'I HAVE the authority of the printers of the SalidiKivj ami 
Winchester Jduriuil, fbrmforming you thai tlie Tery parlial 
and incorrect stateroenl of the pfaeectiuigs of tba ,Wit(ahire> 
election, in the third paire of their paper of this day, was aet^t 
to them by Mr. Long Wellebtey's agent, and wUl he clmiged 
for aa a oofunion advertiseniient. You who hsre wilnetsed the* 
proceediBgs of the election, and hayie reid this fabvaccount of 
them, judge what credit i& due to the penoDS ilho ouu fabrl-. 
oite such falsehood^. I am, 

Your very fiiitkfol and obedient wrvaol,. ' 

Salisbury^ Monday, JaneSOj 1818- JOHN BENETT. 

1 * ' • 

To the Freeholders tf the County ^ WUts. 
Gentlemen, 

No expressions of mine can dojustice to thd feelings of gra- 
titu(fe vour conduct inspires. From the commencement of 
this arduous contest to the present hour, Itave, through your 
exertions, bren constantly placed above iiiy opponent en th^ 
Poll ; and the daily increase of the majority over him, eori firms 
my confidence in our ultimate success. All my predictions are 
verified, and I continue to receive hourly proofs of the accession 
of new friends, and of their unremitting zeal in ray suppoit* 

You all witnessed, gentlemen, the effort mafde bv my oppo; 
nent this datr to pass me on the PolL His long falk^-of re- 
serve of northern fqrces has beeii brought into the field, hi^ded 
by a new captain, fresh from hts own deieat> but whose able 
generalship no one will venture to dispute. AVitb th^ ordi- 
nary means you pat into my hifnds, I maintained the struggle^ 
ancl beat him* I shall, with your assistance, continue to dfo so^ 
till even his most obstinate partisan^ must despair of bis suedess. 

Gentlemen^ from this bottom of my h^rt^ 1 tlmnk you ibr 
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your uncfftsifig kindness.- Let me, however, entreat joii not ix9 
rdas in^jrottir efforts ; althoagh your enemy is at the last gasp, 
he has not yet expired. It is for you, at once, to destroy his 
hofies, and to conyince him, however hateful, that conviction 
may be, that I possess the good wishes and confidence of a 
great majority of the freeholders of the county, and am, in 
their opinion, a more fit person than he is to represent them. 
I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your devoted faithful servant) 

Salisbury, June SO, IS18. W. LONG WELLESLEY- 

STATE OF THE POLL,— SIXTH DAY. 

Wellesley, 1719 ; ~ Nethuen, 8389 ; Benelt, 1336. 



To the Freeholders of the County of Wilts. 

Gbntl^men, 

It is with no common feelings of exultation, that I now ad« 
dress you* You ar<B men of no common mould*— made for the 
Tery times in which you have appeared, and most amply qua* 
lified.for the duties you have had to perform. You have not 
deceived me— you have not deceived your country, in the px- 
pectations we had formed of your high spirit, of your attach- 
ment to freedom, your aversion to injustice and oppression. 
Free, amongst the free-born, you have shewn that time, that' 
custom,. has not been able to root out the love of that liberty 
to which you were born, which your forefathers bequeath^ 
to you — of which, for nearly half a century, you have been 
deprived"*-but which you are now again going to enjoy, and 
transmit to your posterity. It is impossible to do justice to 
those virtuous energies which you have manifested ; to ilie 
steady, cool, and constitutional way in which you have con-, 
ducted yourselves, dHring a struggle for all that is dear to you 
as Englishmen. You have done well^^you have acted nobly ; 
persevere, and success is certain. To quote ihe language of one 
of those canting hypocrites, whose sole aim has been io mislead 
you — to divert your attention from what was the true state of 
the question to what was not — who, in company with his other 
fellow-labourers, industriously attempted to rivet those chains 
which had goaded you almost to madness ; — '* It makes my. 
heart warm," when I see vou coming in such troops io rescue 
your enslaved and degraded county from the grasp of a Xy^^ 
ranny, which, though it preserved the forms of law, destroyed 
the spirit of our constitution. Pretending that all this was 
dore from pure regard io you— to save your time, your trou- 
ble, your pockets, to keep the county tranquil, and all the rest 
of the pretty stories which the Independent Freeholder, the 
Old Moon-Raker, and the rest of the Quorum band of patriots 
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were continually dinninf in your ears< — villi wliiclt they were 
constantly disgusting your eyep^ Tbey have disappearedi 
however— they have given up their cause as hopeless— they 
have left their cliampion to fight and fail by himself, unpro* 
tected and unpitied.. i 

There is something so lovely in freedom, gentlemen, that oiie 
ivould almost be tempted (o go greater lengths to obtain it 
than for any other blessing that I knov^ of; in* such cases, we 
^* make a virtue ofnecessity/' and rather do what we can, than 
vbat we can warrant. But, in the struggle in which you are 
engaged, you have conducted yourselves in a way which has 
bronght credit to your cause, and will render your triumph 
more conspicuously splendid.. You judge rightly, in believing 
vfiih mc> that it is enough for an enemy (o be beaten, without 
j>eU)g iuHulted. Whf»n my adversary is fall^n,J ibrget that he 
was my foe, and consider him only in the light of a roan and m 
bro.ther. I may be allowed to compassionate what l.have liecn 
moH anxious to prcxluce — what I behold not only without re* 
gret^ but with exultation.^ That Mr. Benett should thusb^* 
come an ohjett of pity even to his enemies, he is entirely in- 
debted to himself, and to the means that have been resorted to, 
to secure his election. There has been nothing fair in the 
methods they have employed ; — every thing unhandsome has 
been said of his opponent. The sacrifice of truth l>as been no 
object ;-'no barrier lias been found sufficient to arrest the pro* 
gress of their calumny ; it has now become a suicide, its ma- 
lignancy has deprived il of existence. Like the scorpion, it 
has stung itself, and died of its venom. You, gentlemen, have 
affixed the seal to it&destruction, by the generous, prompt, and 
unbiassed support which you are so liberally, so constantly, 
giving Mr, Wellesley. There is nothing done, while there is 
something to do; continue your exertions in his behalf, he 
will prove himself worthy of them, place him not only above 
the reach of danger, bat beyond thcsoggestions of doubt. { 
do not merely wish him to beat, but also to triumph ; and his 
eneniies not only to be vanquished, but ctit off from hope. 
His cause is yours; iii him you struggle, in him you over- 
come. But numbers only will make your triumph perpetnnl. 
Exejrcise your rights in his behalf who first taught your op* 
pressors to respect them; give him your votes, through whom 
alone you have had the privilege or voting; nor be deterred 
by the threats of either Quorum or Clubs, nor misled by the 
artifice they may employ. You have seen, you have heard 
Mr. Welleslc^, you are now fully competent to judge for 
yourselves ; of hi^ talents there can be no doubf, his indepen* 
dence is above suspicion, and his character, though maligned 
in every possible shape, has risen superior to reproach. The 
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sfflinlere of his enemies have proved ihe basis efhis (kme ^ he 
Iras recovered strength by every fall, and ^j^own confident and 
courageous as the attacks have been repeated, 
• I shall not detain you from the important business you have 
before yon, longer than by adverting to one or two publica* 
tions, evidently intended to damp the laudable seal you have 
shewn in behalf of Wellesley and independence'. The Brat 
of these will be found in the third page of the Salisbury 
Journal, under the head of " Falsehoods, Evasions, Misrepre^ 
sentadoHs.^* In this as on former occasions they have su|ft 
plied me with the materials for the war, for certainly ^* false-^ 
hond, evasion, tnisripreseniation'' were never more strongly 
depicted than in the letter before me, and which is signed 
*' A Freeholder.'* It is evident as noon-day that when Mr. 
W. charges Mr. Beiiett and bis friends with being tinder the 
influence of the Quorum and the clubs, he asserts not only 
what is a truth in itself, but what all the county believes. 
Should any doubt remain of its certainty, read the Ifst of his 
Committee — that endless list of 'Squires which have been 
published with so much pomp; there you will findiheQuoruol 
«nd the clubs, not in their collective capacity I grant you, 
but in a capacity equally inimical to your freedom and rightB, 
There would not have been half the danger bad they com^ 
forward collectively— then you would have seen their Object 
at once, and would have been upon your guard ; but it is the 
fraud they have practised upon you, that makes the attempt 
the more to be dreaded, because less liable to suspicion. 

If Mr. Wellesley did affirm that but for Mr. Benett tber^ 
would have been no Corn Bill, he asserted nothing but the 
truth. Mr. Behett's evidence before the House of Lords was 
voluntary ; he was not compelled to go there; and how came 
it to pass that he alone, of all the gentlemen invited, should 
have taken such a distinguished part in a measure, which the 
generality of the people consider so very obnoxious .? Be- 
sides, if there were no truth in the tillegation, they would not 
discover so much anxiety to disprove it, with no new materialj^ 
by the bye, and always with such bad success. • 

The charge of exciting disaffection and tumult can with 
1)o propriety be brought against Mr. Wellesley. He did not 
come to Devizes on the day of Nomination, with a troop df 
disguised soldiers, armed with bludgeons weighing from tbre^ 
to four pounds each. He never encouraged the people to 
hoot and hiss the other Candidates; he never ordered a troop 
to/form for the purpose of obstructing Mr. Meihuen's ap- 
proach to his inn, or compel him, as at Wilton, to wade 
through horse-hoofs to make his way to the Cross! Who is 
it that has created all ihe riots in the county, or attempted 
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^ turn ills at the place of election ; — ^not Mr. Wdtesley, but the 
troop of Mr. Beneit's frilmds. I was amoQgst the five thou* 

daod who were at Devizes^ and what t ^aw and heard, I vcmH 
believe; I heard and saw distinctly Mr. Calley (now no longer 
a member for Cricklade); I saw Mr. Peni^ton of Salisbury, 
the serjeant*major of the troop, and many others, but chiefly 
those two, do every thing by words and signs sufficient to 
excite the people to tumult. Every thing was done ^that 

s could kritafte the people, while their patience and moderation, 
after repealied aggressions, were most exemplary. If Devizes 
had been laid in ashes, it must have been wholly attributable 
to Mr. Benett's troops; were the Downs to become a scene 
of riot and confusion, it must be wholly ascribed to the same 
eause; while their .very appearance at the hustings furnishes 
one of the strongest arguments against Mr. Benetfs return. 
Shall a man so obnoxious to the county, that he cannot ap* 
pear in the stteets by himself, nor even amongst the free- 
holders whose voices he solicits, without a guard of mea 
armed wkh bludgeons, sword-sticks, and pistols; shall such a 
man be deemed a fi^t and proper person to represent the 
county of Wilts f Shall a man, whose only claim to your 
attachment, is the proofs he brings with hina how much he is 
hated, have those bonoups cotiferred upon him, which you 
bestow only upon those you love? Shall not the array with 
Which he is attended, for the purpose of intimidation, open 
your eyes as to the interest upon which he founds his claim; 
and in what a contemptible light he holds your elective fran- 
chise? — Believe me, gentlemen, such a man must be of all 
men the most unfit and improper to represent this county. 
Mr. Wellesley has a different way of courting your regard, 
and nothing can be more gratifying than to see the way in 
which you make himr a return. Can atrv thing be so manly, 
so disinterested, so kind?. The Sixth Day's Poll! and Mr. 
Wellesiey-r-the envied — the abused Mr. Wellesley is nearly 
four hundred a*head of the man of " high honour," '* five 
hundred years' genealogy," a family without a '^ sinecurist," 
" local knowledge," " local interests,^" " Prize Essa.ys," and 
" Letters on Tytnes," " active magistracy," " Captain of the 
Ycouaanry," ** agricultural speculation," " Scotch carts," 
^'blacksmith's wages," " painting and glazing," *' fish-ponds^ 
dug by paupers," John Fisher's memoirs, Spanish sheep, 
French cows, China pigs, Swedish turnips/Irish grass, Tartary 
oats, and Heligoland beans! Yes, gentlemen, in despite of 
all tJhese high advantages, Mr. John Benett, for the true 
honour of our ** Wiltshire family," is now nearly foiir hundred 

] votes behind Mr. Wellesley ; who they said, by they I mean 
my namesake^ but not a mtmber of my family, ** Timothy 
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TraemaDf'^I meaa tbe ''IndependeDtFr<eboIder/^(who 1 urn 
- pleased and happy to &dow, and who 1 shall ever veneraie 
and esteem) '' The Old Moon Raker, Toby and Tobias/' and 
all tbe rest of bis assailants, not forgetting A. B. 1 yes» gentle* 
inen» they said that Mr, Wellesley was every thing but a 
tievU! perhaps they would have even said that also, but; the 
lie wo61d have been so noioriotu, for' they knew that you had 
seen him too often to believe that he had ** seven heads, ten 
horns, and a tail as long as a bell rope V Gentlemen, for 
your exertions in his cause, I shall ever be grateful, especially, 
if I could but soippose that my feeble efforts have at all been 
of service to him, or that one reason advanced by me had 
made but one convert to his cause. 

The other paper I meant to have noticed before the con- 
clusion of this address, was, the letter of Mr. Benett of the 
$4th, which perhaps is one of the most scandalous attempts 
at misrepresentation that ever came before you. it is so very 
gross, to be obliged to submit to outrage, and then to be Re- 
cused of committing it; but this with other things has lost 
Mr. Benett his election. It was Tom Galley that turne4 
Tom Galley out of Gricklade; it is John Benett that has 
turned John Benett out of Wilts. Whether he goes to 
France or not, is a matter of great indifference to me, and 
equally so to you ; he will never again be a Candidate for this 
county : you have put the finishing stroke to the power of 
the Quorum. I consider Mr. Wellesley's success to be cer- 
tain; but do not relax, in your endeavours; you are doing a 
good thing, strive to do it as well as possible. You are the 
saviours of jrour county; and your names will be revered in' 
** the Chronicles pf Wiltshire;" will be transmitted to pos- 
terity, like those of Leonidas of Sparta, or the patriots of 
Calais ! '^ Be not weary in well doing ; in due time ye shall 
reap if ye feint not." Go on and prosper, ye Alfreds of the 
present generation ! , 

I am, gentlemen, your faithful friend, 

TITUS TRUEMAN. 



Salisbury^ July 2. 
SifTCB our last, the contest for the repr^entation of the 
county has continued with unabating zeal. The return of Mr. 
Methuen'is considered certain; white the friends of Mr.. Wel- 
lesley and of Mr. Benett are alike confident of socpess. — In 
cases of this kind a man's judgment is allowed to yield (o his 
partialities; and a Candidate's never supposed lo be beaten 
till be retires. On the evenitig. of the first day a violent attack 
had been made on the person of Mr. Tinney, which Mr. Wei- 
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lesley in strong and pointed ternns condemned. Evefy man 
nniit unite in reprobating such a disgracefal method of mani-' 
festing opposition to the pretensions of a candidate ; for while 
an agent by fair and honourable means endeavours to secure 
the return of his employer, he is entitled not only to pfotec* 
tton, but to praise Fur his exertions. We were happy, how- 
ever, to see that Mr. Tinney was not prevented from attending 
to the interest of his friend, and extremely gratified at the 
notice taken of it by Mr. Wellesley; who informed the nume* 
rous assemblage before him^ that while they conducted them- 
selves peaceably^ he was determined to protect them ; but if 
they were guilty of such outrageous behaviour^ they put it 
entirely out of his power to be their friend. In the morning 
of the second day, a report was circulated that a coalition had 
taken place between Mr. Methuen ahd Mr. Beoett, with the 
evident intention of depriving the former of Mr. Wdlerie/a 
half votes ; and, this was no sooner contradicted than a second 
report ^as raised. that a coalition was formed between Mr* 
Wellesley and that geiUleman, in order to deprive him of Mr. 
Bfnetl's half votes. Considemble pains were taken by Mn 
Methuen to clear himself from the charge, and to prevent the 
injurious consequences that might arise from it to his cause. 
He pledged his word aiid honour, and offered ta swear that 
hotluDg of the kind had taken place, and that the whole waaa 
febrication.^ Lord Folkstone, in behalf of Mr. Methuen^ 
pointed out the inconsistency of supposing that ^r. M. who 
was so ably supported by the freeholders, should look to any 
other support than what they were pleas^ to offer him. Mr. 
Wellesley united with those gentlemen in exonerating Mr. 
Benett from all participation in the report, and very plea* 
santly observed that the idea must have, originated in the 
voters of Mr. Methuen and his own, coming op in the same 
carriages; and as he never intended making use of his long 
purse to forward his election, added, if Mr. M. will bring, up 
my volers, God bless him ! 

Through the whole of the day, the immense numbers that at* 
tended the hustings conducted themsdves with propriety ; and 
on the Sheriff declaring the state of the poll, the Candidates se- 
verally addressed the freeholders. Mr. Methuen (hanked them 
for having placed him at the head of the poll, again disavowed ^ 
a coalition, ^nd requested a continuance-of the exertions of his 
friends in his behalf, and avowed his determination to serve 
them faithfully and zealously. He was heard with much at*» 
tention, and retired amidst the applauses of the populace* 
We regret that the same degreeof courtesy was not afforded to 
Mr. Benett. ^verj man has a right to b heard — ^a prisoner 
at the bsvr is even called upon for his defenpe, and how are the 
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Candidates for the representation of any place, hat of al)p1ac<>9 
a county^— and that county one of the largest and tnoat popu« 
Ions, the most infelligent and wealthy in the kingdom, to re* 
present thetnsebDes to the electors — (o make good their preten-^ 
sioni — to defend themselves against imputations injurious to 
^eir charaetefs or their cause, if they, are not allowed a fair 
hdirtng. For ourseWes we have no feeling, but a desire to 
see &ir'p1ay. We cannot conceive a greater curie in the 
world than a partial press. , We have maintained the impart 
liality to which we pledged ourselves, and the approbation of 
all parties has been oUr reward. Whatever Mr. Benett's epi« 
nions, his talents, or his character may be — even it he is alt 
that his opponents have made bim, he has a right to be heard 9 
and iibthing redounds more to Mr. Wellesley's credit than his 
of]L repeated attempts to procure him a hearing. *^ Gentle- 
mqi," (said he) ^^ gratified as I am with the proofs youb^ve 
gbren me of your attachment to my cause, I cannot help con^ 
demniiMr the conduct' you have now displayed to my oppo- 
nent*. Should I lose your votes— should I lose your favour by 
what I amgoing to say, I certainly never will countenance the 
dfajgracefhl conduct 1 have witnessed. - 1 wish you much to 
bear Mr. Benett — he has a ri^bt to be heard." 
. On the third day the multitude appeared to bave acquired 
an apcession of numbers. Mr. Benett's friends had exerted 
ibemselves,'aml he gffjoejcl considerably on this day's pblK 
There 4ras a little aparring between Mr. Wellesley and Mr« 
JETveretl, relative to Thomfts^ Pike. When the Sheriff dedarecl 
ihe stale of the peril, Mr. Methuen came forward and thanked 
them ;. Mr. Benett ^id the same, teliing ihein, ^^ that they 
^ould now see that he heVer meant to deceive them; that be 
had been profnised the votes of the freeholders, and they had 
jcome forward to support him." This is the only part of Mr. , 
9ene.tt*»bpieech' that Was at all audible, the same uproar, not* 
withstanding the interference of Mr. Wellesley, was cootinuedt 
lUid which 'was. only. silenced. by the appearance of Mr. W. 
ivho^ after, thfinkin^ the freeholders, and accounting for the 
partial- advantage that had been gained, i assured them of bis 
fuU confidence of success. . 

On the fourth day/ on the numbers being declaved, Mr. 
Methuen having thanked the freeholders, Mr. Benett came 
forward, and after a little iatemiptiooi addressed the freer 
^ holders in ihe following words : f' Gentlemen^ this is a day of 
triumph to roe; the great exertions that have been miade by 
^Mr. W.'s friends has given him the auperiority over me to- 
day. His banners have been waving in all directions; ht> 
doubt very much to Mr. W.'s satisfaction, and greatly to the 
amusement of the ladies who attended him. They did great 
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credit to (he artist that painted thero^ I hope he lives in the 
county. (Mr. W. saicl^ Salisbury) I am glad of it /they do 
biro credk. 1 advert a^ain to the great exertions that have 
been made against me to-day, from the north and (he south* 
I^ fmve been opposed, by all the great interests of Svhich Mr* 
Weilesley is so proud. I have had Long beads and Long 
purses [here Mr. W. interrupted him] to contend trith, and 
they have done their utmost; and what have they done?— r 
they have got Mr. Weilesley a majorKy of 160; [Mr. W. 
SfliuJ 17 1 on the general poll] — a majority effected by the alF- 

K'ffeffal influence of the Jiongs,— but he trusted Ihat t^ 
^ eholders would not permit the coiinty of Wilts' to become 
an app^ndfige to the family of Longs, or any other family.*' 
Mr. Beuett,wa|i beard throughout with more attention tlmn 
formerly; and having shal^en hands most cordiaHyVith Mr. 
Weilesley, withdi^ew. ^ * ' 

. Sunday inte.rvening, it Was^ evident that great efforts had 
beep made on both sid^s for the Monday's poll. Thie'news 
of Mr, Galley's defeat at Cricklade Hjid a visible effect on 
the spirits of both parties. This gentlemen h^s warmly iik- 
terested himself on behalf of Mr. Benett, hnd a strong I'ein- 
fercement was expected from him. 'I^hroilghout' the whole 
6f this day the utxnost dfecoruoi was dbserVed: the faces of 
contending parties had become familiar to each other; and 
if they did not" exactly shake hands irt friendship^ they 
tboked at each other without anger. Mr. Wellesiley, whb; 
on Saturday, bad just polled an equal number with Mr. Me-^ 
thuen, had again tht; advantage over Mr. Benett ; when the 
three Candidates; having severally returned^ thanl^s to the 
freeholders, retired. 

On ihe sixth day, the voters in Mr. Galley's interest w^re 
fxpected to arrive, and turn the scate in favour of Mr. Be- 
nett; but the number this gentleman brought fell conside- 
fabiy short of what was expected. The polling went on very 
t)riskl^, ; and it will be seen, by the numbers shewn, that 
Mr, Weilesley had a majority over Mr. Benett, of 383. To 
give a detail of the speeches which are made at an electioti,^ 
where the them^ is uniformly the same, would require a 
little more ingenuity than we possess to make them pleasing. 
"Having heard the first you are prepared for the second, while 
the third refreshes your memory with regard to both. Mr. 
Benett, in his address, accounted for his standing so low on 
the poU, by the secession from his cause of several of tha 
first families in the county — amongst whom he noticed the 
Earl of fiadnor, Mr. Penruddocke, 8cc. — Mr. Weilesley, in 
reply, observed, that it was impossible to account for thik 
.desertion of Mi*. Beneitt^ who was well known amOngst themj 
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and their attachment to a stranger— but upon ihia ground 
they must have seen something about Mr. Benett thai the^ 
could not' approve of; and^ therefore, they had given their 
support to him, who was a stranger, and had taken it away 
from a native and a resukni. 

On the seventh day the numbers polled were very incon- 
siderable. 

The following has been the state of the poll on each day : 

First Day, 

Second Day, - 

Third Day, - 

Fourth Day, - 

Fifth Day, - 

Sixth Day, 

Seventh Day, - 

£ightb Day, • 

^ Mr. Benett is escorted to and from the hustings by a large 
body of freeholders on horseback, decorated with his favours. 
Mr. Metbuen goes and returns in his barouche, with {)urple 
banners, and occasionally with his band. Mr. Wellesley, 
who is the popular candidate, with his b&nd and .cavalcade, 
^d banners, with bis armorial bearings, sometimes on horse- 
back; sometimes in his carriage; when in bis carriage, drawa 
hy the pppiili^e to his inn. 



Mahuen. 


WtUesley. 


Benett. 


- 185 - 


- - 162 - 


- - 85 


- 736 - 


. - 504 - 


- - 410 


- 1273 - 


- - 79« - 


- - 781 


- 1586 - 


- - 1105 - 


- - 984 


- 1985 - 


- - 1454 - 


- - 1107 


- 2389 - 


- 17J9 - 


. . 1.136 


- 2637 - 


- 1866 - 


- - 1486 . 


- 28d2 - 


. - 2009 . 


- - 1572 



To the Freeholders of the County of Wilts. 

GfSNTLEMBN, 

Another dav's Poll is become another day's triumph, and 
if my opponent be not now conscious of our superiority, I 
despair of making him so. Nothing is left for me but to re- 
iterate my thanks for your exertions, and once more to request 
your attendance at thePoM, .to make even more manifest my 
right, through your means, of being returned your member. 
I h^ve the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your devoted faithful servant, 

W. LONG WELLESLEY. 

OTATE OF THE POLL.— SEVENTH DAY. 
Long Wcllesky^ 1866; Methuen^ 2637; Benett, I486. 



Salisbury Journal^ Monda;^, July 6, 1818. 

A FEW gentlemen having expressed their concern that we 

s]3ould have inserted in our last Journal an advertisement 

containing a ** Partial Account" of the proceedings of the 

Wilts election, we beg to sa^ (bat it was ^eut to us by Mr. 
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Welleftley^s agent, and has been charged to him. The situ* 
ation it held in oar paper with the other advertisements^ and 
the general tenor of the statement, aiford ample testimony 
that such a production could not have come from ourselves. 
We need hardly add, that we are not authorised to refuse an 
advertisement^ because the contents of it may not happen to 
be strictly true, or agreeable to our own opinion. 

The election of representatives for this county proceeded 
till the end of 'I'hursday's poll, whenf the numbers of the 
voters were — for 
Methuen, 2S22; Long TVellesle^,9O09; Bendt^ 1572, 

During the whole period of the election, Mr.Benett had 
been unable to obtain a hearing from the hustings, owing to 
the interruption he constantly experienced from the persons 
wearing the colours of Mr. Wellesley (probably not many of 
them freeholders) assembled in ^ the open space before the 
building. The addresses of the other Candidates were always 
listened to with attention, and greatly applauded. Each 
gentleman re'tnarked every day upon the various incidents 
which had occurred and the progress of the poll; repeatedly 
renewing his pledge to serve the country faithfully in the 
high situation of its Representalive, and professing the purest 
principles of independence. Several disagreeable occur- 
rences, and some popular commotions, which will hereafter 
be the subject of legal investigation, had happened in the 
course of the contest; but we deem it better not now to no- 
tice them, as it is most desirable for the tranquillity of the 
county that they should be forgotten, and that the bitterness 
of contention should entirely cease. 

On Thursday evening, after his return from the hustings, 
JVIr. Benett addressed a letter to the High Sheriff, stating 
that it was not his intention, at (his electiob, to poll any . 
more votes; and thanking him for the strict impartiality and 
kind attention which he had shewn to himself in common 
with the other Candidates. He then briefly addressed the 
respectable body of gentlemen w1m> had attended him during 
jthe whole of the election, nearly as follows :— 

'' Gentlemen, it is with deep regret [ have to inform you, 
that ray resources have failed me in the northern and other 
parts of this county ; and I beg to inform you that 1 consider 
it fruitless any longer to continue this contest, which I am 
sure you will regret as much or more than myself. Gentle- 
men, I beg to return you iny most heartfelt thanks and grati- 
tode for your attendance on me, which has been necessary 
^r the safety of my person; and I have only to add, that I 
hope you, or some of you, will see me safely escorted to my 
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hpoif/' He. departed immediately for Pythousc, accompa-? 
i|ied by all the barsemen. 

. A, very numerous party, of freeholders, in the interest of 
Mr. Benett, had dined every day at the White Hart, since 
ihe commencement of the electron. On Thursday also the 
^ajb)e was crowded, though their highly honoured fricDd had 
already quitted Satisburj'.. After dinner, when the usual 
toasts in respect to tbje. King and Royal Family had been 
given, a gentleman stated to the company present that he 
^vas charged to apologize for the absence of Mr. Benett 
from that table ; that when a vacancy was likely to occur ia 
the representatioB of the county, four montbsago, Mr.Benett 
bad offered himself to the choice of the freeholders at large; 
that he might have been said to have canvassed them durmg 
the whole period af his life, spent in the peculiar service of 
the county, and that he received, throughout the extensive 
district in which much of that service bad been performed, 
the strongest assurance of almost unanimous support; that 
when the poll should be published, it would redound no less 
to the honour of Mr, Beiiett himself, than to the credit of 
the respectable freeholders of that distri*ct, that they bad re- 
deemed the solemn pledge then grven to Mr. Benett. It 
would then appear to all ilie world, that where that gert tie- 
man was most known he was most beloved, and, \yitn very 
few exceptions, had received from all ranks the most strenu^ 
ous support; that in other districts, where he was not known, 
he had also received such promises of support, as seemed to 
put the event of the election out of all doubt, and fully to 
justify his professional friends for maintaining liim in the 
contest down to the last moment ; but that a system of terror 
had been established in several parts of the county, by which 
many freeholders bad been intimidated, and dared not to ex- 
ercise that franchise in his favour; that calumnies and slan- 
derous falsehoods, too gross for repetition in that room, had 
been attached, to that gentleman, and to his friends also, b^ 
which many freeholders, who were unacquainted with hi* •" 
real qualities, had been induced to withdraw their support 
from him as wholly undeserving it, and even to give it to his 
opponent, with whom they were necessarily unacquainted, 
in direct violation of the promises which he had received 
from them. That from that cause alone he was every day 
inferior to his competitor, who had acquired the triumph of 
success by such extraordmary means. It was a triumph 
which the honourable mind of Mr. Benett did not envy. He 
had retired from the contest more proud of the support which 
he had received from the noble disinterested friendship of 
those who knew him, and could not be deceived respecting 
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him, than he would have been even by complete success,' if 
acquired by violence— by traducing the fair fame of his op* 
ponent — or by any species of deception practised upon the 
ireeholdtsrs by any person. He concludeil by proposmg the 
health of Mr. Benett, as the champion of the independence 
of Wiltshire, which was drank with the utmost enthusiasm.' 

On Friday mornirig the. county court was adjourned from 
the hustings to the Council Chamber in this city. The suci 
cessful Candidates were conducted thither in processions, 
which seemed to evince the high estimation in which they 
were held by their respective friends. The several commeti 
cial companies of this city, with banners displayed, and their 
4)and8 or music, attended them, and every one seefmed to par- 
take in the general exultation. On arriving at the' Council 
Chambej-, the necessary formalities were gone through, and 
the Hig^h Sheriff declared Mr. Methuen and Mr. Long Wei-, 
leslcy duly elected. Each Candidate returned thartkg to his 
constituents for the great honour which he enjoyed. Th^ 
formal, proceedings of the day being completed, the two 
knights and a nuraierous party of their friends dined wi'th the 
High Sheriff, at the Prince Regent's Hotel, and the evening 
passed with great harmony. 

We have been favoured with th^ following correct report 
•f the speech made by Mr. Mjethuen in our Council Chamber 
on Friday : — • 

''Gentlemen, — After the many opportunities I haVe al- 
ready had of thanking you for the general support which I 
have met with in the present struggle— after having so re- 
peatiedly explained to you the principles which have guided 
iny past, and the determination which I have professed as to 
my ruture conduct, I shall feel it unnecessary to detain yoii 
at any length in the close of the contest. 

*' But, gentlemen, high as 1 estimate the honour which yod 
have now, for the second time, conferred on me — proud as I 
am of the distinguished situation in which you have placed 
faie, the manner in which you have done it gives an additional 
Value even to the representation of this great county. 

" There are also cn'6umstances in the character of this con- 
test most honourable to the county itself, and most gratifying^ 
to my feelings. 1 hail the support which I have met with 
as a greater compliment to the principle on which it has 
been given, than to him, individually, who has now the ho- 
nour of addressing you. The principle of your support has 
beea— never to desert an old member while he acts honestly 
and conscientiously : and I trust 1 may congratulate myself^ 
without p^sumption, on the grounds which have led to so 
great and triumphant a majontynn my favour. 
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** There are circumstances also most gratifying to my feeU 
ingH connected with the contest itself. I have been allowed 
to consider myself unopposed and unobjected to by the kind- 
ness of the other parties ; I may therefore, indulge more par* 
ticularly in my triumph, because I do not in<iulge in it at 
the expense of the unsuccessful Candidate : to that gentleman 
I am indebted, and xh^\. highly, for his support on a former 
occasion, and I am happy to take this, and indeed every op- 

rirtunity^ of acknowledging the extent of that obligation, 
am the more desirous of declaring this, because, from the 
situation which I have had the honour to hold, I was of course 
precluded repaying him that debt of gratitude. But let it 
^oty on this account^ be supposed that I have forgot it ; prt- 
v2Ke feelinss must give way to public duty, and the basis 
upon which I have stood on this occasion has been strict im- 
partiality and neutrality between the rival Candidates. 

*^ Respect for the county pointed out the line of conduct, 
and common sense taught me the necessity of it. 

^' It is also most gratifying to me to find myself supported 
not by this or that political party, — not by any particular in- 
tefest, but by the county at lar^e; by the great mass of the 
agricultural and manufacturing mterests ; by the members of 
that respectable body in whose court 1 am now addressing 

iirou ; and by the freeholders at large of this great and opu- 
ent city, ^ 

'^ Gentlemen, I am aware of the arduous task which I have 
undertaken; 1 am aware of the necessity of steering between - 
the extremes of national danger,— between the evils of old 
abuses on the one hand, and the stride of new opinions on the 
other. You have bestowed your rcpreseiitation, gentlemen, 
on a man who knows the value of it,— who goes into the 
House of Commons with a mind bent on doing his duty, — 
who looks to no reward but the honour of representing you^ 
and meeting the approbation of his constituents. 

*^l cannot take leave of you, gentlemen, without expressing 
my sense of the High Sheriff's conduct and impartiality; 
though his gentleman-like and honourable mode of actrng, 
his urbanity and suavity of manners, entitle blm to a far 
higher eulogium than > it is in my power to convey to him. 
I must now conclude by thanking you, from the bottom of 
my heart, for all the kindness which you have heaped, and 
the high honour which you have conferred, upon me, and by 
assuring you, tbat the sacred trust reposed in me shall remain 
unsullied in my hands."— [From the Salisbury Journal'] 

Salisbury f Jub/ 9. 
When wc closed the last paper we had not an idea from the 
accounts "we had received of the number of unpolled voters, 



sea 

nod the strength of the opposing pfrtiefl, that the oontest for 
Ibe representation for this county was so^near a close. We 
-bad been giv^n to understand from those, whom we conceived 
were best informed, that the ^sense of the cbnnty was very . 
equally divided. Oft Thursday, however, Mr. Wellesley con- . 
tinued to gain ground on Mr. Benett, and at the close of the 
Poll, the numbers were — 
Mr. Methuen, 2822; Mr. Welkslet/y 2009 ; Mr. Bendt, 1572. 

Mr. Methuen as usual,, came forward, and with his accus* 
tomed eloquence returned thanks : after which Mr. Benett 
spoke nearly as follows : — " Gentlemen, the state of the Poll is 
against rae^he majority seems tremendous; and Irad it not. 
been for the strong professions made me, it would almost give ^ 
me pleasure to decline; but since the Poll has been closed, I 
have heard of so many voters coming up in my favour, that 
though I do not wish to put either of the Candidates to further 
expense (at the same time you must recollect, gentlemen, that 
ihe expense falls equally heavy on myself) I yet think it my 
duty, injustice to my friends who have given me their support, 
to give those who have arrived an opportunity of testifying 
their regard for me, however insufficient their votes may be 
vith respect to my success. Should my friends'from the north 
not arrive in the numbers I expect, I shall then probably be 
acble to say what is the line of conduct I ought to pursue." 
During the delivery of this si)eech,.we perceived many an 
honest yeoman^s eye bedimmed with tears ; and it was with great 
difficulty that Mr. Benett could suppress his feelings. He ap« 
peared almost worn out. From- the time of our late worthy 
member's announcement of his resignation, to the first day's 
polling, he bad been indefatigable in his canvass. For the 
first time, we believ.e, he was heard with attention ; and he re- 
tired amid the plaudits of his friends. 

Mr. Wellesley then came forward, and after thanking the 
company for the attention they had shewn his opponent, said, 
'^ Instead of presenting you with phantoms from the north, 
I exhibit before yon men — Wiltshire men — North Wiltshire 
men— the very men, and their descendants, who achfeved the. 
glorious conquest of 1772 ! This makes my conquest the more 
glorious J because it is more natural. Is it too much to say, 
that my best affisctions remain with you — that my life shall be 
devoted to your service ? What is there that I do not owe to a 
county that has done so much for me! Rely on it, gentlemen, 
the contest is over now — the hon. gent, who has left the hustn 
ings, will not favour you with another speech. Your late 
member who will be returned with me, I am proud to speak 
of* He has been the guardian of -your liberties and your 
podcets. No man can te more honourable or more indepen- 

3 b 



370 

dent. Bnt, geotlemenV I mil endeavour id tenre yon ai 
fiiiih fully as be has done, and our only rivtilry will be a eon* 
tention for your esteem. To-morroW,> gentlemen, I shall ad«/ 
dress you for the last time, and under a new name — Knight of 
the Shire^— and in seven years hence, I hope I shall see 
you at Wilton, with the some friendly faces, and that you will 
there recognize your old friend as " Gock of the Walk !" 
. *' Thursday evening, after his return from the hustings, 
Mr. Benett addressed a letter to the High Sheriff, stating that 
it was not his intention, at this election, to poll any more 
votes, and thanking him for the strict impartiality and kind 
attention which he had shewn to himself in common with the 
other Candidates. He then briefly addressed the respectable 
body of gentlemen who had attended him during the whole 
of the election, nearly as follows ^— 

<< Gentlemen, it is with deep regret I have to inform you 
that my resources have failed me in the northern and other parts 
of this county ; and I beg to inform you that I consider it 
fruitless any longer to continue this contest, which I. am 
sure you will regret as muc)Lor more than myself. Gentlemen, 
I beg to return you my most heartfelt thanks and gratitude 
for your attendance on me, which has been necesslary for the 
safety of my person ; and I have only to add, that I hope 
you, or some of~ you, will see me safely escorted to my home.''* 
He tieparted immediately for Pyt*house, accompanied by all 
the horse-men. ' « ' 

A very numerous party of freeholders, in the interest of 
Mr. Benett, had dined every day at the White Hart, since the 
commencement of the election. On Thursday also the table 
was crowded, though their highly honoured friend had already 
quitted Salisbury. 

On Friday morning Mr. Metbuen appeared on the hustings, 
and briefly returned tbanks for the honour they had done him 
io coming forward to support him ; assured them of his at- 
tachment to them, and bis determination to serve them with 
fidelity. — Mr. Wellesley then said, " Gentlemen, before wc 
part 1 must say a few words to you : but I shall have an op- 
portunity at Salisbury of expressing myself more fully. At 
present, I shall only observe, that having assumed the name of 
* Cock of the walk* with your most hearty approbation, you 
shall find that in doing my duty as your representative, I will 
maintain that character. You shall find me sincere—you shall 
find me active — always where your wishes and niy duties-ought 
to see me. I must part, however, with my new name, for one 
that binds me stronger to you, because it has a reference; not 
to conqutit but to friendship. Cock of thcMoik^ Gentlemen, . 
ii to be exchanged for i&tfgA^ of Me SAi're. Itmustbeno: I 
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told yoa that it would be 66. The northern lights that were 
to illumtae my oppooent^s cause have been shrouded in dark* 
nesss and, instead of contemplating the Aurora Borealis, yoa 
have seen in coiumon with the high spirit^ sons of Wiltshire, 
the men of Trowbridge, Bradford, Malmsbury, Cricklade — 
but names are endless !— and the way in which you have con- 
ducted yourselves after having performed your duty to your 
country and manifested your attachment to me, has been most 
exemplary. I particularly rejoice that you heard the speech 
of my opponent last night without interruption. It reminded 
me of former times, and former scenes. I have seen the Eng* 
lish soldier attack his French adversary with courage and in* 
trepidity: I have seen him attack and conquer— but the mo- 
ment that he beheld the vital fluid flowing from his Veins, be 
would clasp him to his bosom ; he would administer the wtno 
and oil ; and the animosities of war were lost in the feelings , 
and felicities of humanity : something like thb mode of con- 
duct I wish you to adopt ; we have overcome — we have van? 
quished; but it is our neighbours, it is our brethren over 
whom we have gained the victory. We shaiU still be neighs 
hourly, we shall still be brotherly; nor shall the little differ- 
«nces, which have been visible on these Hustings find a pas^ 
sage to our homes, or be cherished in our hearts. One word 
more;—- to the High Sheriff I return my most sincere, hearty, 
and cordial expressions of gratitude, for the just, and gentle* 
manly, impartial and honourable way, in wiiidh he has con- 
ducted himself during the whole of this arduous struggle. I 
was unacquainted with the gentleman when I first came into 
the county ; and he with me.— I have seen him, he has seen 
me, and from this n^oment I shall consider him my friend ; 
(the High Sheriff most politely bowed to the suggestion) and 
I have to say on quitting these Hustings, that I never witnessed 
in the whole of my life, conduct so impartial, so highlv ho« 
nourable to himself, so respectful to the Candidates and the 
county, as that of the High Sheriff. 

. They then adjourned to the Council Chamber in Salisbury ; 
Mr. Methuen first, in his barouche, attended by a numerous 
and respectable body, both on horse and foot, preceded by a 
band of music, and the different clubs of the city, displaying 
their banners with various inscriptions, and greeted with the 
acclamations of the whole populace. Mr. Wellesley, on horser 
back, followed at a short distance, surrounded by his ^Mea 
thousand friends," preceded by bands of music, and the 
woolcombers of the city, emblematically dressed, headed by' 
their Bishop. — ^Afler the ustial formalities at the Council 
Chamt>er had been gone through, 

Mr> Methuen said, that it must be evident to the eye of 
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every one that liotbiog could hava a greater influence upon tluf 
minds of the representatives of the people, than the knowledge 
that they must one day be called to reckon with tliose who 
sent them to the House of Commons. He was proud to think 
that by the handsome way in which they had returned him, 
that they bad fully justified the opinion he had formed of 
' Ihem ; and sanctioned the line of conduct he had marked out 
for himself. He pled^red himself that no motives but those of 
conscientious ones should ever sway his conduct; he would 
represent tbem faithfully and to (he best of' his ability. He 
asid, that under tlie obligations which he owed to the retiring 
Candidate, he could not help saying a word or two. He had 
warmly supported him when first he appeared a Candidale for 
their favours, and he could not help declaring that he should 
always feel grateful for his friendship on that occasion. He 
felt, however, that private feelings ought to give place to 
public duties, and he congratulated the county upon the glo« 
rious stand that they had made for their indopendcRcc. 

It is mo&t gratifying to roe, said the hon. gent, to find myself 
supported not by this or that political party, — not by any par- 
ticular interest^ but by the county at large; by the great mass 
.of the agricultural and manufacturing interests; — by the mem- 
bers of that respectable body in whose court I am now ad- 
dressing you ; and by the freeholders at lar^e of this great and 
ppulent city. 

f^ I cannot take leave of you, gentlemen, without expressing 
iny sense, of the High Sheriff's conduct and impartiality; 
though his gentleman*like and honourable mode of acting, his 
urbanity and suavity of manners, entitle him to a far higher 
eu'logium than it is in my power to convey io him. I must 
DOW conclude by assuring you. that the sacred trust reposed in 
me shall remain unsullied in my hands." 

Mr. Wellesley, evidently overcome by the novelty of bis 
situation, then spoke as follows, though at different times So 
much affected that, he was unable to proceed for several 
moments :-rr^' Perhaps, gentlemen, it has seldom fallen io the 
lot of any man to stand before an assembly of persons to whom 
be stands indebted for favours, in circumstances more dis* 
^ tressing than those in which I am placed. The way I came 
amongst you, the methods that have been taken to misrepresent 
me, contrasted with the honourable way in which you have 
returned me, and connected with all the circumstances of the 
case ; I must be divested of the common feelins^s of a man, did 
not such conduct touch those feelings most sensibly. 1 cannot 
express to you what I do feel, but you will accept the over- 
flowings of gratitude for the more regular expressions of it, and 
will giye me credit for what your conduct bns inspired though 
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language shoulcT reFase its aid. I am proaci to say th&i I have 
not, through the whole or ray canvass, resorted to one pitiful 
art to secure one vote, or make an opposing freeholder more 
favourable. 1 was unknown to you ; — my character indeed 
you- had heard somethins: of, and were taught not to view it ia 
the most favourable light ; — but, gentlemen, I examined my 
own heart before I came to solicit for yours, and found that 
there was nothing there but what rendered me a fit and proper 
person to represent you. I knew that if it had been otherwise, 
I should have disgraced you and, disgraced myself. I shall 
tell you what stimulated me to come forward to represent this 
county; — (i mean no reflections on Mr.Bcnett, I am above 
returning evil for evil ;) — it was not because I thought myself 
the fittest person to represent the county ; God forbid I should 
possess such vanity ! There are many gentlemen in t!ie county 
who would have done honour 1o your choice ; I wrote to some 
of them, to one gentleman whom 1 s(»e near me (Mr, Penrud- 
docke), and said, that if he had any idea of coming forward 1 
would decline. 1 mentioned the. names of other respectable 
gentlemen, and if cither of theni had come forward, you should 
not only not Imve seen me here, but I would have used all ray 

^ influence to secure their return. But conceiving myself in 
every point of view as fit a person as the Candrdate who has 
retired ; having led a life of independence, and coming forward 
dn such principles, I thought it but fair to you to give you an 
opportunity of exercising your elective franchise, and to 
myself, as it enabled me to repay, in some degree, the obliga- 
tions I am under to some whom tenderness will not allow me to 

' Dame. I declare that though my wish to represent the county 
had been long known to my friends, I never knew that Mr, 
Long intended to retire till he had retired ; but the moment I 
did hear of his retiring from the House, 1 came insljmtly 
amongst you, to restore if possible to that family v\ho had so 
long represented you, an honour of which you have not deemed 
me unworthy. With regard to all that has been said on me — 
eril the squibs that have been thrown against rae, I solemnly 
declare that 1 have not the least unpleasurable feeding. I will 
lake my bitterest enemy by the hand, 1 will shake him by the 
hand most cordially, and only consider that while I performed 
toy duty as a Candidate, he had an equal right to express lii^ 

feelings as a freeholder. 1 have only to add, that having 

been elected by the county to represent them in Parliament, I 
will do my dqty fiiithfully; in no instance will i betray my 
trust; I will endeavour to do honour to their generous confi- 
dence. I cannot sufier you to depart, however, without 
bearing testimony in your presience to the conduct of the 
umiable audeslifliabie geutlenuio who presides oq tl^is oocasioni 
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and wfa^o has condacted himself with so much impartialitj and 
iirbanitj through the whole of this contest. We were un- 
known before, I am now proud to call him my friend ; — I am 
determined to remain jours." 

[Among ihe company in the Council Chamber, were 
the ladies of the successful Candidates; J. H. Penruddocke, 
Esq. and lady ; R. Long, Esq. our late member, John Long, 
Esq. 8rc. JJLc. 8cc.] ' 

The usual ceremony of Chairing was dispensed with ; the 
members instead, walkec) arm in arm, uncovered, around the 
Market-place, and thence down Catherine-street, to the Re- 
gent's Hotel, where (with the Sheriff and several friends) they, 
dined together. Mr. Johnson, the proprietor of the inn, was 
very highly complimented by the different gentlemen, for 
the manner in which the dinner was served up. • 

Mr. Methuen left Salisbury about twelve on Saturday; 
and Mr. Long Wellesley on Sunday noon. 

Mr. Methuen! s return to Corsham. — ^l^he return of P. Me- 
thuen, Esq. to Corsham, on Saturday, from his successful 
election at Wilton, was welcomed by various demonstrations 
of jo; in the different towns through which he passed. ^ At 
Melk^ham, he was met by several gentlemen on horseback 
(many of whom had ridden over from Corsham,) bearing 
flags with inscriptions appropriate to the occasion. Mr. M. 
was drawn by the populace through the town, staying for a 
few minutes at the King's Arms Inn, where he addressed 
himself, in a concise but energetic manner, to the assembled 
company, and gave orders for the distribution of a quantity 
of beer. As the procession drew near to Corsham, it was 
met by a numerous assemblage of pedestrians, bearing bran« 
ches of laurel decorated with ribbands, and ornamental fla^s, 
accompanied by a band of music. The horses were again 
taken from the carriage, and Mr. Methuen was drawn to 
bis mansion by the people, passing through the town amidst 
the loudest acclamations. Previous to his leaving the car- 
riage, he addressed the company in an eloquent speech re- 
plete with manly sentiment and patriotic expression ; in the 
course of which he politely expressed his thanks for the 
repeated proofs that had been given him of public appro- 
bation, especially during the eventful contest in which he 
had been so recently engaged ; declaring that the most gra- 
tifying to his feelings of the events oonnected therewith was 
the cordial reception which he then experienced, from those 
whom he had known, so long, and whose exertions in his be*' 
half, and good wishes for his success had been alike emi- 
nently displayed. He then informed the populace that there 
would be a plentiful distributipn of strong beer at tlie differ. 



375 

irent itrnfl, aad invited a numerous company of gentlemen to 
a repast that had been provided in the spacious hall of his 
f>rincefy mansion. Many appropriate toasts were given; 
and upon the health of " The heir to Corsham-house" being 
drank, the interesting child (about five years of age) was in« 
troducedy and returned his thanks for Ihe honour they had 
shewirhim. The company separated highly pleased with 
their entertainment ; and the evening was concluded without 
any disorder or accident. 



Wiltshire JElection. 
STATE OF THE POLL. 



FIRST DAY. 

Mr. Metfaaen 185 

Mr. Long WeUesley 162 

Mr. Benett . . 85 

FOURTH DAY. 

Mr. Methuen . . 1586 
Mr. Long Vt^^Uesley 1105 
Ml*. Benett «34 



SECOND DAY. i THIRD DAY- 

Mr. Methuen 736 Mr. Methuen 137$ 

Mr. Long WeUesley 504 Mr. Long WeUetley 792 
Mr. Benett . . 410 JMr. Benett • 781 

SIXTH DAY. 
Mr. Methuen • 2400 



FIFTH DAY. 

Mr. Methuen . 1985 

Mr. Long Wellcsley 1454 

Mr. Benett . . 1107 



Mr. Long WeUesley 1724 
Mr. Benett 1345. 



SEVENTH DAY 

Mr. Methuen . 2637 

Mr. Long Welloiley 1866 

Mr. Benett s . 1480 



EIGHTH DAY. 
Mr. Methuen . 2822 

Mr, Long WeUesley . M09 
Mr. Benett 1572 ' 



To the Freeholders of the County qf Wilts. 
Gbntlemen, 

I LOSS no time in returning you my warmest thanks for 
having a second time conferred upon me the high honour of 
representing you in the House of Commons. 

The unanimity with which my pretensions have been re- 
ceived, and the approbation which has been expressed of mj 
Parliamentary conduct through the whole of the present con- 
test, give an additional value to the honour of the situation it- 
self, and confirm those feelings of gratitude towards you with 
which my heart has been so long animated. 

If any inducement were wanting to ensure my perseverance 
in that independent line of conduct which I have hitherto 
maintained, I should find it in your good opinion and sup- 
port; and I shall consider this the proudest day of my life, 
when, after six years trial, 1 have had again committed to me 
the sacred trust of guarding your rights and liberties, and 
watching over the local interests of this opulent and extensive 
county. 

With a heart full of gratitude, and with a determination to 
dp roy duty by you honestly and conscientiously, ' 
I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, 

Your faithfiil and devoted Servant, 
Sarum, July S, 1818. PAUL METHUBN. 
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ThtheFreehoMeraof the County qf Wilts. 

Gentlemen, ' '• 

The arduous contest in which we have been engaged, w at 
an end, and our triuittph is as complete as it is glorious. You 
have refused io wear the chains with which it was attempted 
to shackle you, and have /or ever secured yonr indepemfenfce. 

Having vanquished our opponent, let us in tire spirit of 
Englishmen use our victory With moderation. Let us cease 
to remember that we have been opposed to each other, and at 
once return to our former liabtts of peace and harmony. 

So far as I am personally concerned, J will forget all the 
calumnies by which 1 have been assailed, and ;iot only forgive, 
but thank my calumniators for the opportunities they afforded 
me of wiping off ^very stain upon my reputation, and esta«. 
blishing myself in your regard. 

Gentlemen, by youv means I am placed in the proud situa* 
tion to which my ambition dared to aspire. It 'shall be the 
great object of my future life to deserve the confidence yon 
have placed in me by a faithful discbarge of my duties, and a 
constant attention not only to the. general business of the Em- 
pire, but to the peculiar interests of this enlightened county. 
' I once more return my sincere thanks for the honoar yoa 
have done roe, and remain, Gentlemen, 

Your devoted faithful servant, 

Salisbury, July 3, 1818. W. LONG WELLESLEY. 

FINAL STATE OF THE POLL. , 
Long TVellesley, 3009; Methuen, 2S22 ; Beneit, 1572. 

Majority over Mr. Beneli, 437. 



To the Freeholders -of the County of Wilts. 

Gentlemen, 

It w^as with astonishment that during the progress of the 
Pol^, I found the superiority of the numbers of my oppooeni 
coDttinualJy increasing. I at length found that my success 
was no longer possible, and by the permission of nay generoua 
friends who defended me during the whole election from the 
violence of my adversaries, I retired from the contest. 

At the commencement of the election I had no doubt of 
eventual success. Confiding in the numerous promises af 
support which had been given to me, I expected speedily ta 
attain a decisive superiority on the Poll. Its publication will 
be most gmtifying to me, and to my family and friends. I 
cannot but exult in the support of those freeholders of my 
native county, who are recorded to have voted in my favour. 

I am at present defeated because many votes which were 



ptmiiifi^ td^ dii^ C^tilcl oiPa»60Untor «^ibh I> imiteA vipm the 
glttrioQs^ (ipQflibt) o6titmll6d by violenee^ oi^ influeilee^ bj 
other motives, came not to> support me at the birstidg^ or 
appeared there in favQur x>f my opponent. 

Thus defeated^ t may stilt triumph in Kefleellng^ tHal in 
.^tHif^ district of Wilt^biref in which I have passed my lifi^f, 
WHdre nly cbara^iter is M'ell known^ and my quaikies canf li^ 
Utttfst Justly estimated, i haVe been honbuf^d with idinost 
unatiiteous^upport. The' result of the Poll has givea tb^ f^ 
plr<*entatiort of the bounty vo rty dpponent. 

Accept, gentlemen, the assurance of my pehtlaneht gratP> 
tude for that support. It shall be the labour of itljjf M<^» 
whetbw in public pi* in private station, to deserve and to ob- 
tain }^uy regard. Should occasion justify it^ I will dglHli 
come forward to solicit the honour of representing you in 
Parliament. The highest honour of which I am ambitious, 
is to be regarded as tne Champion' of your Independence. 
Believe me tb remain ever, yoUr deVdted servatit^ 

PjfUio^erJuij/ 4, \S\9. JOHN" dENRtt, 

L til 111 iiii^firnrnj^'' n 

WILTSHIRE ELECTtCWf. 

All persons having any legal demands upon Mr. Lono 
Wellesley, in respect of his election, are desired to send 
their accounts iinmediately tdthe CdmiwiWep Rooont in Cranp 
SMet; Salisbury. 



To the^High Sheriff of the County of Wilts, and bis tJnder 
Sheriff; To the Magistrates of the Cpuoty ;, ofNew Sa- 
rom and Wilton, and the several Officers of Police who 
were employed under them in endeavouring to maintain 
the Peace during. the Elebtion for tlws County. 

Gentlemen,^ 
Feeling that I ani indebted to tHat power of the law which 

ou exercised for thes'-- '^*' ^'^ *..-l..-i* -.--.jf..-. — ^^.i^^ 

iy which the freedom 

of many of my friendi o ^ * . , - 

accept of roy sincere thanks, and believe that I' snail ever 
retain a grateful recollection of the obligation' which you 
have conferred upon all the freeholders of the potiiftjr, and 
particularly upon 

Your faithful and obedient servant, 

JOHiN BENETT^ 
PyUiousty Jufy IM \Sl8i 

3 c 



s 
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To the Gentlemen of my Committer throagbout the Coun- 
ty, and to those Friends who attended me to the Hustings 
every day during the Election. 

GfiNTLEMEIfy 

I know not how to express my particular obligation to- 
wards you collectively and individually, for the honour ^and 
the essential service which 1 have derived from your kindn^. 

Many of you incurred great persooal danger; all of ybu 
sustained much labour and inconvenience in my cause. I 
feel wholly incompetent to shew my gratitude towards you, 
except by this public declaration of the sincere thanks which 
I request you to accept from 

Your most obliged and faithful servant, 

Pythouse, July 4, 1818. JOHN BENETT. 

■ ■ 11 I III*! -I I I— .— i— M^-* 

Such, of the Gentlemen of Mr. Benetl's Commiliee, as 
can make it convenient to attend, are requested to meet at 
the White Hariri Salisbury, on Wednesday, the 22nd day of 
July, at Twelve o'CIlock, for the purpose of auditing seve- 
ral of the accounts relative to the Election, and on other' 
very important business. 

J. P. TINNEY, Secretary to the Committee. 
Salisbury, July ith, 1818. 

All Professional Gentlemen, Tradesmen, and Others, who 
have any demands upon John Benett, Esq. in respect of the 
late Election for Wiltshire, are requested forthwith to trans- 
mit them to Mr. Tinney, attorney at law, Salisbury, that 
they may be immediately audited and allowed by Mr. 
Benett's Committee, and discharged. 

Commitlee Room, Salisbury, July 4, 1818. 

To the Old Mom-Raker. 

- 'f Good Night, gentle Cousin John/' 
Now what think you of it? " The most credulous" will 
now begin to doubt either your discernment or veracity; 
even vou, your very self are becoming sceptical ! Aft you 
satisfied now, who the man is that lives in the hearts of the 
people; who it is that is ^' gaining ground in the affections 
of tne people ?" Is it your Candidate, or the man that you 
oppose ? Look at the Poll, and see bow fruitless your at- 
tempts have beea to gull the people out of their understand- 
ings ! Listen to the expressions of dislike, which every one 
your eye sees is making against your dearly beloved ; don't 
yoQ think it is rery rude of them not to take yonr word 
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before their own judgments ? What a pity that the Qaorum do 
not get an act passed to prevent every person from thinMng 
but themselves ! Then you might stand a chance of seeing 
once more dear 177^! At present I am high in hope: how 
are you? Rather down-hearted, I suppose. Enough to 
make you : your hands have been touched by a torpedo, you. 
are benumbed, and have become motionless ! I see nothing 
of you in the garb of the Moon-Raker ; as A. B. however, 
jTOu still continue to breathe; and in thetisual way, falsehood 
follows your pen, or rather inspires it. Mr. Benett has been 
beaten every day; yet you tell us that his success is certain! 
You are overcome in every battle, and you retreat shouting 
tictoTt/! What an insult to the feelings of the man whose 
cause you affect to defend ! What a combatant ! You affect 
superiority and contempt, run off with an air of triumph and 
exultation, and hide your head with all the arrogance of a 
conqueror ! 

Surely you have not witnessed the occurrences of tht last 
seven days, or you would not have told us that " the preju- 
dices of the people against Mr. Benett are evidently on the* 
decrease.'* How do you prove it ? Do you' attend the hust- 
ings ? Do you^ march with- the troop to Salisbury f You sec 
no evident marks of prejudice there? 1 condemn fhe way in 
which the people shew their dislike of Mr. Benett, but it is 
owing to you and the like of you, that ever Mr. Benett has 
been insulted. The people have no other way of shewing 
him their abhorrence, of the falsehoods you continue to pro- 
pagate, than by those means, which I, more than you, sh^I 
ever continue to reprobate. Do they shew their respect to 
Mr. Wellesley by the same " evident marks of decreasing 
prejudice?*' Even you )till not assert so much. You have 
^deavoured to make the world think as favourably of that 
gentleman, as they appear to do of Mr. Benett, but it won't 
do, they will not nave it. "It is (to use your own words) 
high time that the disgraceful mode of hostility adopted against 
that gentleman should cease." So it is ; here, for once, we 
are agreed. Talk of intimidation 1 But you refer, of cqurse, 
to cavalry in the shape of carters and cowmen, armed with 
bludgeons, pistols, and other weapons of offence! Those are 
the things that have a tendency to intimidate. Do the friends 
of Ml'. Wellesley carry them, or the partisans of Mr. Benett? 
Settle this point, and you shall have lo prate about intimida^ 
tionl What is your opinion? " Misguided people" are of 
opinion that they belong to the latter. 

The kind hint given us not to forget that Mr. Wellesley 
voted for the Corn Bill, is indeed good of you. — But why do 
good by hatoes ? Why not inform us at the same time that 



l^t 4id it in coqsr^jiencp pf Mr. BcDpl;t5»!cariM th?U jthc fur* 
mefB andjandholders would be ruined; and jas for himself, be 
Would pack up his af»/.vand.go to France,! Heaven forbid 1 Q, 
dire misfortune for England! Worse than an eaithquahe ! 
It. is to John Benett's oath not to Mr. Welleslej's vole, tb^ 
^epoor niua,t.loQk. And so Mr. Benett did recommej^ 9l 
little barley fnixturc! He is much atuiched to mixtun^ ! 
Mixture^ for the bac/c^. mixtures for the be/lj^J and ^11 from 
Pothouse! j[f the mixture for the belly be as pleas/ant tp tbie 
p^ljQLt^e, as the mixture for the back is to tb^ touch| it jnu^lt ^ 
a m.e^s for the Gods i 

I should not have noticed your lejtter bad jdiere jbe^n ^jr 
thing of more importance in the paper. But therje is su^ ^ 
filling off! The combatants of the quill have all des^l^ed 
tpjeir coloMr3 ; I mu^t therefore direct my attention to you^ 
i^id ^b^ll .employ my pen as the Romans (to preserve thieir 
dexterity) did their javelins, discharge ihem against a post, and 
tjwli^yop, 

My QI-D PEAJIT. ^ 

Ih tie Fteekoklers ^ike Onmty t^ Wgti. 

t CONGRATULATE Jou ou the Victpry you havc apbi^ved,. 
and on the moderation you have manitested — on the Isiureb 
yoti haye won, and on the way tlint yon have worn thiem t 
rou have, indeed, done well dnd wonderfully ! The conq<;u:st 
you have effected, is, indeed, a glorious one; whether we con* 
sider its motive, its object, or the means by which it has been 
accomplished. Its motive was love of-country ; a desire to i^ee 
your county independent, like those which surround it-— no- 
thing selfish or sinister, not hatred to arty one man as such, morjp 
than to anqther ; H was op public principles you acted, even 
when defending the private character of a gentleman from the 
calumnies with which it had been assailed. Your object^ like 
your motive, wad good ; it was by a vigorous effort to rescup 
your country from the ihratdom in which it had been kept for 
nearly half a century by a few individuals, who, though they 
may be very amiable and respectable in private life, had no 
right to usurp an authority over you, a po\yer that they now 
attempted to perpetuate, and which would have depriv^ yon * 
of the rights to which you were born, or which your industry 
had acquired, and which you sought to transmit to your .pos- 
terity. For nearly half a century these rights have not been 
recpgiiised ; you haye been transferred from one man to ane- 
tfaer, like sheep or oxen, but with less ceremony; cattle most 
be collected before they can be disposed of^ but you are trans- 
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ferjed without sp' nQtuch irouble^wilibeuit 'jour fcnoirledi^, 
though against yo^r wills 1 The age ofusurpatioo is goue-^ 
j<>ii liave fescu^d the character oT g^owr county^ and ettft* 
blisbed your own ! You Ivave shewn whaC men «aii do, when 
they are resolved to, be free i aiid the way in which you ac« 
coifiplished the' independence of your county, shews that y^u 
deserve iU The means by which you wrought your delirer- 
aoce were of a kind that shewed you understood (he nature of 
the blessing for which you w«re contending; in every way 
they were legal and honourable, nor varied, from tlie straigbt 
line which the constitution has drawn between the exercise of 
rigbt^ and an infringement on privilege. On ^our part there 
was no ^^ confused noise of the warrior, nor garments rolled in 
hloodi" you came in cheerful procession, and departed like 
tpcn who were satisfied they had discharged their consciences 
to their country and to p>osterity. On your part thcue was ao. 
Qiactial array, no bludgeons, no concealed swords, none of yon 
were bound in sureties to keep the peace ! You conducted 
yourselves with order, and you hgve the praise of it. 

The printers of tlie Salisbury Journal^ Messrs. Brodie and 

powding, gentleinen of sterling probity, intelligence, and cao^ 

dour, and whose strong attachment to the cause you have 

e.8poused can no longer be doubted, in complimenting Hm 

Sheriff and county magistrates for their excellent arrangemeati^ 

and the city magistrates for their precautions, have paid M 

equal compliment io you ; for the arrangements of the one, and 

the precautions of the other, would have lost all their exc^ 

lence, had thev been ineffectual. Jn fact, there was no ri^, 

there was no disturbance throughout the county, but what W 

been tracecl to the supporters ofthe retiring Candidate, on the 

assertions of some, and the affidavits of others. And. I Ml 

credibly informed, that Mr. B. on compLiining ofthe claoiCHftr- 

and noise that was made on his appearing in the city, WM 

judiciously replied to by the magistrate ^liom he addresf»ed oa 

the occasion^ '^ that if he heard of any riot, that he would attend 

in person, and the party io whom it was attributable, should 

be made examples of ; but clamour was not riolf and if persona 

were determined, to wear conspicuously about them^ coloUDi 

offensive to the eye of the populace, he ^ould hot be answer* 

able for the consequences; an(( he thought* the best way to 

, prevent disturbance and riot was to remove them; for, if 

people saw what they disliked* they would express their ab« 

horrehceof it, and lie possessed no authority to prevent it/* 

There was no necessity for the worthy magistrate's interference^ 

an^/if there had, it must have been solely attributed to thoie 

men who were hired, and horsed, and fed, and arcoed^ to intir 

midate those who were frteh^oid^rt;/ aod to excite disturbaftce 
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BraoDgst tbose Vfho vrere not. I appeal to Mr. Smithy of 
W^tbarjyand to the gentlemen who were with him, when the 
leader of the horse, with hit followers, attempted to ride him 
down, and whioh they would have done but for the railing 
which the Under-sheriff had caused to be placed round the 
hustings. In fact, so ^peaceably were the inhabitants of Salis- 
bnrj and Wilton Icnown to be, that the lie of the day is, that 
a man was hired from Portsmouth, at twelve shillings per 
week, by Mr. Wellesley, to create a tumult, as the people 
shewed no disposition to be guilty of any outrage. 

Now, Gentlemen, I must lead you back a little; for after 
this admission of- the Editors of the Journal in behalf of the 
peaceable demeanour of the people; after the affidavits 
read from the hustings, and by which it is clearly proved 
that the ageressors were not persons friendly to Mr. Welles- 
ley ; after the disgraceful scenes that you witnessed at the 
pface of Election, you no doubt wonder how any man of com- 
mon sense and common honesty, in a speech delivered by 
him at the White Hart on the evening of Mr. Benett's de- 
clining the Poll, could assert ''that a system of terror had 
beea established throughout the county, by which many free- 
holders had been intimidated, and dared not to exercise their 
' franchise in bis favour." Now, gentlemen, to you that have 
seen the whole transactions of this contest, does it not ap- 
pear astonishing that any man can use such language, though 
m a company even of partisans? It must appear more 
strange to you that it should have been published, and with 
an insinuation that Mr. Wellesley had acquired his Election 
by **r/o/eiice!" After this, gentlemen, I need not ask 

Jou to pay no respect to the speaker or his speecl^ment. 
lessrs. Brodie and Dowding tell you that they do not be- 
lieve that there was any thing of the kind; and at a Special 
l^eetiog of the Mayor and Justices of the City of New 
Sarum, held in the Council Chamber on. the third of July, 
for the express purpose of thanking the lligh Constables, 
and Sub-Cohstables for their attendance during the election, 
it is expressly stated in the resolution of thanks that ^^the 
preservation of the public peace of the City was completely 
effected, and the disgraceful scenes of riot, too common on 
such occasions, were prevented." After reading this, gen- 
tlemen, I shall only astonish you once more, and that is by 
two quotations, from two advertisements purporting to be 
Mr. Benett's, in which he thanks the High Sheriff of the 
county, his Under-Sheriff, the Magistrates of the county, 
of New Sarum and Wilton, the officers of Police, and the 
horsemen who attended him, '^fbr the suppression of tu- 
mult and commotion, by which the freedom of election was 
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violated, and the lives of many of his friends endangered, 
and in which many of them incurred ereat^ personal dan- 
ger?*' So much for the advertisements of Mr. Benetty if they 
are his, l^ut that I will not believe, or eke he cannot have 
the honourable mind which the speechment maker gives him. 
They cannot be his. They were written by some '^ inde- 
scribable hireling writer"-^'^ some man of desperate fortune/' 
— who, beaten from the field, took that method of shewing 
the mildness of his temper, and the philosophy of his mind. 
On Mr. Benett I cast no reflection ; he has been badly ad- 
vised, and badly supported,; and, as far as I ought, I pity bis 
fallen fortunes. He has to thank the Moon-Raker's effu- 
sions, and all the rest of his writers, for his overthrow : bad 
they written less, and acted a little more, he might have been 
in a situation where, with all the charity of which I am master, 
I should not like to see him. £very thing that, has been 
said about him, has been called forth by their weekly com- 
manications to the'press; while affair chance of reply has 
not been allowed to his opponents. If our enemies wear 
swords, we must wear them too; and he that gives the^rt^ . 
thrust, must justify the second — both are attributable to them 
— ^in every thing they have been unsuccessful — they courted 
discomfiture, and they have got it; and all the harm I now 
wish them is — fortitude and resignation* 

Mr. Benett throws out an insinuation, that at some future 
period he may again appear as a candidate for the county : 
and the report of to-day is that some other gentleman in- 
tends offering himself on the next vacancy. This is no more 
thaT^ what you had a rieht to expect. It is no more than 
a beaten school-boy's trick, — ** I won't fight any more now, 
but ril have it out with you to-morrow ; and if I don't, bro- 
ther Dick shall." This is all the triumph we allow a run- 
away — it is the swan-song of defeat. You will see no new 
starters ; the Quorum and the Clubs have had their belly- 
full. If so eager for another, why did they not stay and see 
the present one out. Let me advise them to make the most 
of their time, and diligently improve the opportunity you 
have given them of acquiring some of those excellent quali- 
fications which Mr. Benett possesses for the improvement of 
your county. Let the Representatives you have chosen be 
the objects of your entire confidenQe: they have made a 
trial of your aflectlons, and there is no man that beheld them 
—that heard them— can doubt of their making you a cor- 
responding return, bhould they act otherwise, gentlemen, 
you shall nut fail to see it noticed. And now 1 have only to 
thank you for the patience and attention with which you 
have read my letters to you«<^or the joy you have expressed 



884 

acthl^ii'effiscrt^^for the [)«r80ttbfa^«nftkJD« t h«f^ i^cehred 
from litany of jrot], especially^ from tho^e whom 1? Had bei^^ti 
accustomed to treat as adversaries, but vrKicb nam'^ we have 
exchanged for that of friend^ and the endearments of friend- 
ship. 

Gentlemen, for the present, I most respectfully bid you 
fareweil, and shaU'erer continae to prove myself your i^ith- 
fill friend, 

S^urdayj Hhjul^, 1818. TITOS TRUEMAN^. 



Mr. Berietttb th^ JpTeeh(Met9. of the County, o/WttU. 
Gbntlbmbn^ 

The heat of contention hnvlug in s«>me decree subsided^ I 
tm^ the remarks I consider it my duty Ao submit to you, on 
tb^ subject of (be Ible Blection, will be attentively exafnined^ 
cvefl by those who have hitherto been opposeil to me. 

I decline replying (o the scandalous productions of hSreltiiif^ 
writer*, which were indtistriously and widely circulated'^ I 
trusted that my ciiaracter was well known to you, aud (bat' it 
wonki be justly appreciated. X am trow, however, induced %h 
notice the address of Mr. Wellesley, dated the 3rd of July, in 
which he says, **you have refused to wear the chains with 
which it was atterapited fo shackle you^ and have folr cft^ 
secured your independence.'' 

Gentlemen, I would ask who ofib'ned you chains?' anfd Wb<M 
is now your independence ? Ddes Mf . Wellesley a^rogAth td 
himself, and io his supporters, all the independence of Wilt^ 
shire f 

That word independence, which ha been prostituted for 
the purposes of the: contest, iilay s4ill bere^-etehoed by Mn 
Wellesley ; it has already tcrvtA hi^emi'by deceiving: the mul^ 
titude^ and securing his election for Wiltshire^ audit has' left 
the borough of St. Ives? for another independent man*. 

The representation of the county of Wilts is intended td ht 
in future the appendage of one family, and its independence 
bag; become a bye-word amongst- all people. By \thom bus 
this beco effected I Not by me or my supporters. E oSeved 
mjqsdf asr a Candidate for your representation,. with^the les^itil^ 
miite ptetensions of being a private gentleman, ofa family'iis 
aneieot) as- honourable, and independetrt as'anyun thiscoiinty; 
having resided my whole life amongst you; and endeavotired 
to perform all the duties attached to my station* 

I bad no Treasury infkMonce^, no bighralliancesy no immodct 
rata fortune to boast, of. The- whde of* my interest in tbe 
coon ty/of Wilts |tf ocecd«d I from tbe'iiflje(^iona<df thos& wUa 
have leo9 koowft me asr tfaiir fiimdy wboserattachmeM casnot 
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be bought ; it is in my ^itimaiion abdye all price; and I trust 
that mj conduct will always be, such as to ensure me a coiiti«- 
nuance of it. Of 2300 promises of support which I had re* 
ceived irr my canvass, 157£ iudepen^dent men enrolled theii^ 
names for me at the poll, and 300 more were anxiousr to 
give me thdr fiuffra^es. These are not the men that would - 
forge ^^ chitius" for tli^ir fellow freehoklers ; they are not tbodb 
who would sacrifice their independence for any sordid motive* 
In the aimals of county elections, our Wiltshire election is 
vrithout example. 

'The scandalous falsehoods which were circulated undet 
anonymous signatures, by hand-bills and other papers^ the 
opening of houses of public resort, and the inflammatory 
speecheswhich were daily and hourly addressed to the popu- 
lace in the streets and ale-houses of the manufacturing and 
other large towns, exceed in infamy any thing which has been 
ka«wn in the most corrupt borough elections. These prp^ 
oeediogs occasioned the numerous assaults which were com- 
Aiiitted on my friends and myself, and established that sy^ein 
of intimidation which prevented a number of my Totera 
(though in many instances not till after they had been beaten 
and the carriages in which they would have been conyey^ , 
broken to pieces), from coining to the, poll in my favour*. 
Others, by the same circumstances, were induced to vote against 
me : thus has the freedom of election been grossly violated^ 
and the unbiassed suffrages of the freeholders nave not been ob^ 
tained against me. 
1 would not notice the opposition of the populace, had it 

froceeded from any feeling founded on truth or reason ; but a» 
^ canvassed those places which have, now shewn the greatest 
^initation against me a very short time since, with great suc^^ 
cess, and without sustaining any insult, that /eeling can only 
have been excited by the system adopted for the purposes of 
the election^ and founded on the grossest misrepresentation and 
injustice. 

But when I have seen the magistracy of the county insulted, 
and every attempt made to degrade that most respectable body 
in the estimation of the people — when I have seen the country 
gentlemen and the yeomanry vilified, and the most artful means 
used to disunite that chain of society on which dep^d the 
happiness and prosperity of the British nation, I cannot be sur- 

f^fised at the base attacks made on an individual like myself. 
h truth, more has. been done during this election to demoralize 
the rising generation of this county, than those who reside in. 
the county, and interest themselves in the moral and ordeiiy 
conduct of the people^ will for many years be able to counteract. 
After the numerous instances of per^nal attachment I have 

So 
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expfrlenccd amiMigst all clancfof indei^eodefit men^ Ibave- 
IHtle to lameiit^oii my own account ; but in common witk alt* 
Wiltshire men who think and act for themselves, I must lament* 
that the representation of ourcounty hasbecoroolkf^a I > rough- 
interest ; that it has been obtained by mean» whic^h are without^ 
precedent, and which Iwould never adopt for any purpose 
whatever; and thatit is wrested frofn (he free, independent, un* 
biassed and uncorrnpted freeholders, to be attached as an. 
honour to a single family. The stigma will not^ I trusty 
remain long upon us ; the friends of Freedom and Indepen** 
dence^ill«eize the earlitst opportunity to rescue our degraded 
represenlationfcpm the grasp of those who now regard it as * 
their property. I shall be at my post ready to unite with them 
in promoting so glorious a cause. 

I have the honour to remain^ brother- freeholders, 
Your very faithful, obliged, and devoted servant, 
F^t House, Juli/ 10, 1818. JOHN BENETT. 

Tq the Freeholders of the County^ of Wilts. 

Gentujmbn^ 

I. SHOULD- very much have wished not again tolrave trou- 
bled you with a pnUic address. When I last appeared before. 
you, it "was my sincere ^lesire that all the irritation arising out' 
of the content, should be allayed^ that all its animosity sltotxld ' 
cease to exist. 

I was willing to spare to my adversary the mortification of 
being told of hit defiNtt,.and bad resolved that from me should , 
escape.no expression of exultation. 

I iotended strictly to adhere to this resolution, but the extra*' 
offdinafy manifesto of the 10th July, published < und^r the 
na.meof Mr; Benett (solely calculated to keep up contention)^ 
oMigesme to > come forward once more, bul it shall be for 
once, only* Having terminated the contest at the hustings, I 
will not be dragged into a paper war by that Gentleman, or ' 
his partisani. 

Crentlemeo, ^M do not arrogate to myself and my sup- ' 
portccs: aU.thie>indopendcnceof Wiltshire," but I maintain,, 
that by your honourable exertions I have been the instrument 
of resGuing 4be county from the dictation of a few : and I re- 
peat that by ^' refusing to wear the chains with which it was 
attempted by those few to shackle you/' you have for ever 
secured your independence. 

It is ASiabaurd, as it Is^false, to talk gf your representation as 
the appendage of' any one family; the spirit manifested by all 
classet, in aU^partaof the coanty, throughout the last contest, 
aflbyrda tliamost decisive proof to the contrary, and is a suffi- 
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tleiit ^tiamntee iil fdtiire for yourfnedom of choice, v Ther« 
Is in the freeboldcr» of WilteliiTe a high minded ihdependenoe^ 
Which \vill not submit itself to my undne influence, which 
will net brook any impToper control. The Candidate "wbii 
t^rsbimsislf to them mUit have principles, and a public bmI 
private character, which will bear the test of inquiry. Upom 
those gnounds I stood ; upon them I have been Meoted. 

In ))ertioiial independence I will yield to no man. Mr. B^ 
nett mtrst and does know, I disdain Treasury influence, Mid 
«sed n6ne; Uhut I courted no high alliances; 'that I niade nn 
boast of immoderate fortune. Our mutual pretiensions for the 
'kononr of representing the county were brought 'b^dre the 
freeholders, and a prepondemting majority of the "Tree, the 
independent, the unbiassed and uneorrupt freeholders" w«»e 
pleased to consider my claims as better founded than his* 
'They were the persons most capable bf judging between m; 
•Wtfy were -the persons to whom Mr. Benett so confidently in- 
•isted upon making his appeal ; iheir selection is too flatteitnjg 
not to be highly grateful to me, and it would well become him 
to submit with resignation to their decision. To all those 
parts of Mr. Benett's letter which maybe construed asrebting 
personally to myself, I shall not condescend to give -any other 
amwer, than a positive denial of all the cfaaFgesierellefl at 
ine; nor shall I insult j/ou^ gentlemen, the freeholders of the 
-county, by any defence of yowr conduct. The aocusationa 
against tyou carry with them their own refutation ;«—the'hf>- 
f^age in which tliey are couched, breathes throughout a spirit 
of intemperance and disappointment. The-writer in his cooler 
onoments, will not be able to reflect upon them, without . re« 
•gretting the use of expressions towards persons whom he wae 
'desirous of<calling his constituents, which manifest the p6sset- 
tion of the highest disqualification that can belong to a public 
servant, that of allowing personal feeling to affect his publio 
>cfaiduct. 

If Mr. Benett accuses me or my friends of '^infamy'' ia 
itheconduct of the election, the allegation 4»hall be repelled 
iby roe, with the contempt and indignation it deserves. 
• I deny that the freedom of election was grossly violate 
by me or my friends ; that threats or intimidation were used 
ftp procure me a single vote; that I sanctioned the -propAga- 
tion of scandalous falsehoods ; — I deny that the magistrady 
of the county were treated with disrespect, or any attempt 
Ttmde to degrade them, or that the cbuutVy gentlemen or yeo- 
^manry of tbe county were vilified* To treat with disrespect 
Hhe magistracy or countiiy ^gentiefHeu, would be to cast a re- 
proach upon kny own soation in life ; to vilify tbe yeomaniy, 
^ouid be to offer an insult to a body or men, with whom i 
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am more closely and largely cooDected, thaa most other 
persons ; bat gentlemen, 1 did and still do reprobate the 
conduct of those few, who assumed the appellation, without 
haringthe character of the yeomanry of your county, and 
who daily attended at the huntings in the suite of my oppo^ 
jient. 

The men of Wiltshire, like other men possessing common 
understanding, have had an opportunity of witnessing the 
eonduct of tins several Candidates ; they will judge which of 
those Candidates or their friends excited commotion. The 
magistracy of Devizes, the magistracy of Salisbury, the res* 
pectabljg inhabitants of Bradford, of Trowbridge and West- 
bury, will do me the justice to acknowledge, that my mpst 
anzions solicitude was engaged in preserving the public tran* 
onillity. To those persons who frequently honoured me by 
their attendance to and from the hustings, I invariably said, 
thai ^' by any tumult they would disgrace me, and disbo* 
nour themselves ; and that I considered popular opinion as 
alone valuable, when constitutionally and moderately ex«* 
pressed/' 

I call the particular attention of the county to the state c^ 
the Poll when published. 

I refer to it as a mark to myself of honourable distinction; 
for it evinces, that I am not indebted to any. one interest or 
■lamily, for the high station which I now ocoupy ; my tfuc* 
^cess is grounded upon the spontaneous support of the twe 
great interests, upon which rest, when united, the prosperity 
pf this kingdom,— *the agricultural and the manufacturing* 

Had the conduct of my friends or myself been such as 
could tend to ^demoralize the rising generation of your coun^ 
ty, I should not have had to reflect with exultation upon the 
support given to me, by the highest and most respectable 
dignitaries of the £s^blished Church, by the most moral heads 
of other religious persuasions, by the established magistracy 
of the county, whose names as magistrates stand recorded ip 
the annals of 1772, and as freeholders at that period carried 
that great cause in the^ persoaof Mr. Goddard ; and whose 
descendants in 1818, did not think my publiccbaracter un- 
deserving support, upon the principles of Independence. 

I have now the honour of assuring those gentlemen whpm 
I presume to call my constituents, that they shall find me at 
all times ready at my post, humbly» but firmly, to urge my 
pretensions as Candidate for the representation of their ^reat 
county ••r- Willing to court inquiry into my public and private 
jife, and never assenting to relinquish the nonQur. pow con* 
ferrfd upoa me, until I sacrifice their good opinion, by 
ffdppUng a coarse of conduct in direct oppositip^ to the 
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prencipl«8 ^ich ha^e regulated it from mj first entrance 
into publirc life. 

I have the honour to reqaain, Gentlemen, 
Your devoted faithful servant, 

W. LONG WELLESLEY. 
Wamteai ffouse, July 15, 1818. 

To the Editor of the Salishury Gasiette. 

Sir, 

Mb. Bbnett, in I^is letter of the lOth instant, inserted i^ 
your last Gazette, and addressed to the Freeholders of the 
.county of WiltR, says, " I trust the remarks which I consider 
it my duty to submit to you on the subject of the late election 
will be attentively examined, even by those who have hitherto 
been opposed to me." 

I mean to accept this invitation ; in part for the purpose of 
.endeavouring to refute an assertion and repel an insinuation of 
Mr.'Benett's, which may, unnoticed, appear to the freeholders 
as incontrovertible. Mr. Benett remarks that 

** The representation of the county of Wilts is intended to 
be in future the appendage of one Family^ and its independence ^ 
is become a bye -word amongst all people." 

It is to this paragraph and the meaning it is intended to 
convey, that I o^^ject, as equally unfair and untrue. Mr. 
.Penett also adds that the county is become a rotten borough. 
What, by the means of one family — does this gentleman ima- 
gine that so gross a calumny can pass uncontradicted either 
b^the familv or the 2009 voters who supported Mr. Wel- 
lesley ? The fatter will not thank him for the compliment, nor 
probably forget it whenever another opportunity offers them 
of again giving their unbiassed suffrages to any Candidate who 
may present himself, 

The Family wholly disclaim the honour o( attempHngg and 
much more the power^ of returning one of the representatiyei 
for Wiltshire: but they would most undoubtedly be worse 
than fools if they did not accept the proffered assistance of 
their neighbours in the support of a Candidate of whom they 
approved. I know where the sore place is : but look at the 
manufacturing interest, and let any man of judgment deter« 
mine, whether it is probable or possible that any family can 
induce so large, so respectable, and so opulent a body of free- 
holders to resign their votes, or permit themselves to be biassed 
llgainst their better judgment. 

The fact is, that the family alluded to lives, and has lived 
for some ^hundreds of years, in the neighbourhood of several 
large. manufacturing towns, and it has l^n their happiness so 
|o li?e in peace, harmony> and good will with their several inha- 
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'bUM(8. Wh&tiojntt^ (lien is th^iie in friends amI iMigb^ 
boars joining together in promoting any object of which tbigr 
mutually approve? — fiifriely Mr. Benett would not expect the 
Family to tell their ndghbours^^you mwst not vote with us. 
.^he auswier would be-*-we will vote as we please, and we will 
aot be dictated to. 

I will strengthen this argument by appealing to Mr. Benett's 
preceding letter^ dated the 4th of Jaly^ which contains the 
following sentence « 

^^ Thus defeated I may still triumph in reflecting that in 
4hat district in Wiltshire in which f have passed my life, 
where my character is well known, and my qualities can be 
niost jostly estimatedi I have been honored with almost uUft^ 
ffiimous support." 

What is this but friendly attachment and good neighbour* 
hood ?— and can Mr. Benett justly attack a family because it n 
placed precisely in the same situation as himself, with this 
difierence only, thut greater numbers exist in one district than 
4he other? -Inspect the Poll Book, and it will appear that Mr. 
WcUesley has been supported in every quarter of the county, 
nnd therefore family influence, though it may help, can se- 
cure to no man, however great his pretensions, a certain return 
of the representation of this great county. 

I hope that I have removed the impression which Mr. 'Be- 
uett's letter is meant to convey, and that this GenClemRU% 
>^ rotten borough" is well timbered, and will remain for ages 
unimpaired, free, uncorruprted, and honourably represented. 
I am. Sir, your obedient Servant, 

Jtfly 15, 1818. ONE OF THE FAMILY. 

At a meeting of the Committee for securing the independence of 
the county and conducting the interest of John Be:nett, 
Esq. as a Candidate for the representation of the County of 
Wilts in the Parliament to be holden on the 4th of August 
next, held pursuant to public advertisement at the white 
llart Inn At Salisbury, on the 22nd day of July, 1818, 
WILLIAM WYNDHAM, Esq. in the chair: 
Jhe following Resolutions were unanimously adopted by 
that meeting; — 

1st.— That the result of the late Election is regarded with 
ihe deepest regret by this meeting. — 2nd. That froni many 
circumstances which occurred previous to the Election and 
during its continuance, we are of opinion that the final result 
of the poll wi^s not the expression of the free ^nd unbiassed 
sentiments of the freeholders at lar^e; that a system of intimi- 
dation was established in many districts, and cither means in- 
consistent with the freedom and purity of election were pur- 
sued, by which many independent freeholders were restrained 
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from preientin^ themselves at the poll, cor were otherwise pre- 
Tented from giving their votes, according to their unbiassed 
judgment in favon^ of Mr. Benett. — Srd. That by such system, 
and in the pursuance of such means, the independence of the 
county has been violated.—- 4th. That we will use our utmost 
endeavours, whenever a fit opportunity shuU occur, to re* 
tttablish that independence. — 5lh. That we eariiestly eirpect 
our brother freeholders to concur with us in whatever- measures 
shall be conducive to an end so honourable to the county, and 
80 important to our dearest interests. — 6th.. That the thanks of 
this meeting be given to John Benett, Esq. fpr bia^firnr. and 
temperate conduct during the lale arduous contest, for. his 
strenuous though unsuccessful efforts to maintain the ind^ 
pendence of the county and purity of election, and for the 
pledge which he has ^ven to persevere in maintatnio^ the 
common cause. — 7th. That it is earnestly reoomsneaded to the 
freeholders at large to cherish those principles of independence 
upon which the honour of the county must ever essentially 
depend.—- 8th. That this committee be permanent, undet the 
name of ^' A Committee for securing the Independence of the 
County." — 9th. That. this meeting do adjourn to the Wed- 
nesday in the week of the Summer Assizes, 1819, at the White 
^ Hart Inn at Salisbury, to consid^^r what may then be necessary 
to further the common object : that in the mean time any five 
members of the committee, of whom the chiiirman to be one, be 
requested to convene a meeting of this committee, for the fur- 
therance of its great object, whenever occasion- may require ; 
and that every friend and well-wisher to the indepetidenee of 
the county be admitted a niember of the committee. — 10th. 
That the members of the committee be requested to adopt 
from time to time, such measures in their-several districts ofiine 
county, by establishing local meetings and otherwise, as they 
shall deem roost conducive to the object of this fneetiug.-— 
11th. That the proceedings of the local meetings of the com- 
mittee be from time to time transmitted to Mr* Tinney^ the 
secretary of this committee, to be reported tO' ther* gencrid 
meetings. — 19th. That these Resolutions t>e published iu the 
Salisbury and Windiester Journal, the Courier, the Times^ 
Cruttweil's Bath Paper, and the Reading Mercury, and * be 
otherwise circulated through the county ; that they be engrossed 
' on parchment and signed by the chairman, and that copies on 
parchment be prepared for the several districts of the county to 
be signed by such as approve them. — Lastly^ Thai the thwks 
of this meeting be given to those gentlemen in several districts 
of the county who have borne, or expressed an intentiott of 
bearing, a portion of the expenses of the Election, by bringriug 
the voters in Mr. Benett^s interest to the hustings, witbiOUt 
charge to that gentleman or otherwise. 

(Signed) WILLIAM WYNDH AM, 



SONGS. 



Mms. WILTSHIRE'S WEDDING. 

Tnne-^'* From ihe Coumhf qf Cork," 

jjt OTHER Wiltshire, good woman, some few year& ago 
'■^ A4Veitift*d for twa hutbands, for one wosldii't do I 
Tbcy met her at Wilton, and had some chit chat, 
When the bamu, Johnny Benett read out of his hat 

, Tol de rol, &c. 

A* no one forbad, they were married of course, 
And took one another, for better for worse ; 
The old htdy pleas'd, and expecting a treat. 
Took both of the gentlemen up to her seat. 

Tolderoly&c. 

(hv, tfaonghtful and steady, ne'er troubled her mnch,» 
K«ver look'd at what husbands may lawfully touch ; 
The otiier, a thoughtless, and wanton young blade, 
T^im'd his back on his infe, and fell fonl of the maid. 

Tol de rol> &c. 

Separation was talked of, the deed was prepar'dy 
The old one gave up, but the young one dedar'd. 
Though lately he'd acted too much at his ease. 
He would try her again, and endeavour to please* 

Tolderel^J^c. 

A lover came forward, who promised his friends. 
That he'd many the lady, to serve his own ends ; 
He proffer'd his love, and she laid him a bet. 
That he courted her hand, just to pay off his debt. 

Tol de rol>&c. 

ife talk'd of his honour, his wealth, and his bloody 
And then of the Com Bill, that did so much good ^ 
Thoueh he never could hammer it into her head. 
That by raitmg the com, he should lower the bread. 

Tofderolyice. 

The Sages of law and divinity met. 

And the honest old lady threw into a pet, 

So flaming their zeal, ttiey got into a scrape, 

And committed^ whaf s known by the name of a fape. 

Tol de rol, &c* 

They told hhn about Johnny's sheep and his tythei, 
Hia kindness to Fisher, his letter on tythes. 
Hit learning and knowledge, and then of his parts, 
Of his newly made ploughs, of his second-hand carts. 

Tol de rol, die 
She refus'd him, when shortly another appear'd. 
To herMlf and her relatives justly endeaaed, 
She pronounc'd hun at once the man that would suit. 
He was young, he was wealthy, and gallant to boot. 

Tol de rol, Ac. 
The Saffcs by party and prejudice led, 
ResolVd he should never the old lady wed, 
Fill'd her ears with their tales, but it wjm of no use, 
Her afiGsctioA increaa'd, with increaaing abuse. 

Tol de rol^ 6ce. 
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Tbca tat «t apj^Bprt «f tlii i4d Mjr'i «h4iioe, 
Aftd fiTlkshipe snd Wctlesley l»e ever the voMy 
With trne English ftdUig their sUnd«ri oonttnuij, 
Fftrfettiiig the iact, and l«r^¥iiig 1b« nen, 

Tol de rol, &e. 



THE WOftX^D OP WOKOEBS. 

We liine in an age made of wonders, 

There's new ones in Wilts every day^ 
Hionefa there's some of them prove to he blwid^tf , 

As blundering people wiUsay ; 
Tb strange, but we've Fish* that can watjt ! 

And what is more strange, that can write too I 
Wfaafs equally strange, that can talk) 

Have attiettpted, but cannot {ndi^ tmo. 

fttlUdeniK 
Who** intrude^ and ** obtrude'^ when they please, 

Come in and go out when they like, Sin, 
Afixing with all sorts of fry at their ease. 

And take for eoM|Mneai« PIkn, 8inl 
Who, where Aven enlivens the 4ale, 

Utely fietened his teeth on a f$$htr^ 
(And made the {kmmt man moan and ^*ata,) 

To kmtelf a most fiunous well-wisher. ^ 

gi/oldnroL 
Not content with ea|b^ng the stream, 

Whkfa his ancestry reckori'd a trtatnrey 
He Uifjs claim to the waters of Wilts, 

To devour all the fish at his pleasure ; 
But the Eisher provided n spear 

With two prongs, in the shape of twQ Uttm^ 
Gave a thrust as the tyrant drew near. 

And paid off his tricks to bis betters, 

Hiiblderol* 
In the water a Perch had appeared, 

While there wasn't a Pike but pursn'd him, 
Attempted to swallow, butfear*!} 

The thorns on his back as Aey view'd him : 
He fiic'd thein,-rthey wheel'd round about, 

He followed, as quick they retreated, 
NctofiouMly put to the rout. 

And the whole most c o mp l te ly defeated. 

Rifoldorol. 



THE NEW WILTSHIRE 80NO OF 1«1«. 

There is a certain « native," that travejs through the shire. 
He says his name is B«nelt— a name wme do Isnow.here, 
And know it to thehr cost,^for sure as I'm a man. 
That Bepett we mnst not elect— JudejiMitoiee is our pl^B, 

That Benett wo must, dpc. 

« The Reader is referred to aninannpanihly fibenil nad ^evor 
8oqg, pubhshod and distriboted in behalf of Mr, Betott As a 
l^ooi of my adnuraiion of some 'of ^ oentiiaenli, 1 hvft pretty 
extensively borrowed ito materials. ■ ■ 
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From Pyt-House, 'tis reported, this f ^ gtBttemsn" U bounds 
To seek more friends elsewher«--thaii near at home are fonad, 
Bat yet he^ll not our Member be ; -he shall not us trepan, 
For we will Poll for fVeUesky^his cause is " Freedom's plan.'' 

For we will, d^c. 
'Some say he's independent, it may or may not be, 
The man some Clubbists think so, — is never so with me, 
Resist him thett>.my neighbours— ipr there^s enough that can 
Uprear their crest for Wellealey^ — Independence is our plan. 

'Uprear^^c. 
As Wiltshiremeo, as Englishmen, as Freeholders, our voice 
Shall be for him who seeks no help from Coalition's choice. 
And e'en a '' Stranger,'' prudence owns, may be a better man, 
Than many a no/ive wonder — ^brag how and much he can. ' 

Than many, ^c. 
Though prejudiced supporters, and vile dependents swear, 
. By help of means both foul and fair << long Benett" shall reign here, 
The little wealth their Idol has, shall ne'er our hearts trepan, 
We will have none but ffVl^sZ^y— Independence is our plan. 

We will, &c. 
Sometimes of family John talks— but better would it be 
To hold his tongue about the thing — but that's 'twixt yon.and me. 
But this you know that some of us have long'd to see the plan. 
That mark'd this Hero out at once an indepmdeni man. 

Tliat mark'd, &c. 
What if from Kings or titled blood Long WelVsley dates his race, 
'Gainst Kings and titles noble, can Wiltshil-e -set her face ; 
Why fVellesley sprung from England-— there's WeUingtm, great man f 
Did England hate his race because in Ireland itbegan ? 

Did, &c. 

Then let this clever Benett his ** local" talents trim, 
And talk of Independence — ^I think 'tis new to him, 
But never let him, Wiltshiremen! by usurpation's plan. 
Claim All our freedom for himself, for Wellesley is our Man. 

Claim all, ice, 

1 take a bumper — ^so will you — to WeUealey good success, 
'' I would not give a halfpenny for him that would do less ;" 
We know his love of Freedom, his sentiments we scan. 
And find that they are current here— Oh — WelVsley is our Man. 

And ^d, &c. 



. Tune — ^*' Fidelity vnce took a fancy to roam,** 

As soon as I heard the folks talk of Election, 
For Long Wellesley I felt a strong predilection ; 
To Wel&gton's nephew let us all now be true, 
And vrith Benetf s hard Corn-Bill have nothing to do. 

Such Election as»this was there never before. 

The people divided, the rich and the poor. 

The Quorum for Benett are in such a taking, ' 

The Old Swindon/ool set them all a moonrrMftg, 

Bat BOW a new whim we've got into our head, 
We don^t rake for cheese, we are raking for bread \ 
Now to speak disrespectinl, ray friends, I am loth, 
But, If Beaett JHicei^ds, he '11 deprive us of both. 



f 
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Ye Toters of Wiltshire, to Wellesley sidvaitce, 

As his uncle has cmsh'd the usurper of Franc* ; 

May he in his turn now fulfil all our wishes. 

That our tables may groan with white bread and good dishts. 

The high honours that now in his family reign. 

May he in the Haute for ever maintain j 

To Wellesley and Wellington let us be true, 

A*d with Benetf s hard Cora-Bill have notiiing t« do. 



TO THE FREEHOLDERS OF WILTS; 

A SONG. 

Tuue — ^^ Sawney and Teague," 

The gallant young Paddy from Essex came post, 

And all for the love of Old Wiltshire he swore, 
For he heard the Old Lass her Protector had lost, 

Who her cares and her burthens so fatherly bore : 
And he deera'd the Moon-Rakers a sad silly crew. 

Who knew not, poor simples ! their leader to choose -, 
So he kindly stepped forward, no object in view. 

But to tell tluem his love, and support the true blues, 
llien he spoke of his merits, his riches, his name, 

(But this the poor Wiltshiremen n'er could repeat), 
And he told of a Hei*o, whose deeds known to fame, 

Each Briton for<ever with transport §hall greet : 
But, poor simple souls ! when they heard all his pother. 

They turn'd it and twisted it all in their brain ; 
Then they star'd at the man, and they jogg'd one another. 

And said. Let him tell it us all o'er again. 

Now he talk'd of his birth (from Plantagcnet sprung). 

And descanted so long on his lineage so liigh, 
That they marvell'd— till told, by his eloquent tongue, 

He was nought but a mortal, nor fell from the sky: 
Then he spoke of his tenants in Essex, so dear, 

And said the poor creatures would publish their love j 
But he modestly crav'd they would not interfere, 
. Leaving those in far counties his merits te prove. 
Now he said (though in Wiltshire he never had dwelt. 

And scarce knew a creature the County within) 
Such leveibr Moon-Rakers he alieays had felt. 

That to stray from such woithies were almost a sin ; 
And his son, who, poor fellow ( the bliss was denied 

To inhale at his birth the pure breeze of the downs, 
O'er the wild plains and forests should ramble and ride, 

And learn all the slang of the Moon-Raking clowns. 
Thus Paddy palaver'd and bow'd to the ground, 

To gull poor Old Wiltshire— but all would not do ; 
The sturdy freeholders those merits fie'er found 

That he so conspicuously phic'd in their view. 
Tliey said, they a Member would choose and uphold. 

Who was bom in their Coun^, and 'midst them had dwelt* 
Whose honours and merits they need not be told. 

And whose love of their country their bosoms had felt. 
^w the wealth of rich Paddy their free hearts sWiild bully. 

United, they'd raise for their favourite their voic^; 
Nopurse-proud grandee, nor bo stranger should siply 

The freedom of Wiltshire^ or fetter their choice. 
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Then hey for Old WiHdute, and Mooft-Ralitn «II» 
Independence and lireedoBi tlic»r gjovy aad pridt ; 

No ttranger shall gull them^ bo wealth thsll cntiiffal^ 
l^r nought bat tnte merit their choice shaU dedde. 



SONO. 
Here's a health to Long Wellesley! and long naf he prore 
A fav'rite M. P. for the Coonty we love ; 
With opulence grac'd, and wtlh principles tme. 
He TOWS independence of all~-but of you. 
Here's a hialth to Long Wellesley t whose fostering care 
The pUmgh and the loom will both equally share ; 
A warm fnend to our staple, the fam'd golden fieete, 
And with taste to protect— oitr good hutter and eheen. 

Here's a health to Long Wellesley! in Whoae name ii i 
Onet dear to all Wilts — and one^ dear to mankind : 
Then haste, with vonr votes and yonr inf rest, to crewB 
The man Who's a4in— to the Great 9¥eUington* 

Here's success to LOng Wellesley f success to his cause 1 
iiet him have your support, as he seeks your applause ; 
With spirit we '11 canvas— his name we '11 enrol. 
And place with one voice — ai the head ttfthe PolL 
6th Junty 1818. 



WHO l^REFEHS PYT-HOUSE MIXTURE TO 
WELUNGTON BLUE? 

k MEW SOMO. 

To the Tune of-«« NobodnJ* 

When Long Wellesley first started, I look'd at <^ the manV 
Add I said, I'll do m him whatever I can. 
And as to Paul Methuen, he'll surely succeed ; 
But as to the other— he will not indeed ! — 

>fo John Benett, no, no fienett, no fi^enett^ 

No Benett, no Benett, no! 

Lotig Welkatey^ anonymous writers abuse, 

And to him each cardinal virtue refuse ; 

But for scandal and cunning he cares not a rush, 

And we know who'll be fortunate at the last poA : 
Not John Benett, no, not Benett, 
No Benett, no Benett, no Benett, no! 

Of the WiUMre Eketore this queation I'd ask, 
(And to answer it cannot be much of a talk,) 
Pray tell me, ye Votere^ and tell me all true, 
'' Who prefers Pythonu Mixture to fVeltingtm Blm7'' 
O nobody ! no, nobody I nobody, 
Nobody, nobody, no ! 
* Vide Timothy Trueman't scandaloat Lettor, aad Mr. iong 
Wellesley's incomparable Answer, 



NEW l^ONG. 
Tune— « Libetiy HallJ^ 
Ye WiHihhre Electors, rIVc ear to my song, 
Be attentive, I pray, and I '11 not keep yew hMig } 
Though short, I'll my sentiments iVeely now ffi^ 
And 8iDg,«^ii«ceM to BeiM^ ta long fta I fite^ 
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Lm^ WdtuUff still for the Moon is raking, 
Bat4hen.the long Poll is the thing he 'U mistake in ; 
Of WelU$le^9 line, boys, in vain let him boast, 
And the^Hero of P^t-House in bumpers we 11 toast. 

Now Long WeUetley loud for plimipers doth call. 
And think in bis net he 'U catch great and small ; 
Bat to ns it don't matter what comes from bis lipa» 
fiaee at Dragcot, we know, the Moon 's stiU'in edipse. 
fie toys h6 was, bora fkr below the blue skies, 
Yet in fViUMre to honour he gladly would rise; 
So now let L&ng WeUesley do all he can, 
John B^ett, of Pyt-Heuse, is surely the Man. 

For Benettf my boys, now let's posh round the can. 
Refuse it we can't wlien we once know the Man ; 
With one heart lef s onite-^with one voice let's sing 
Success to JoAn Umett, and God save the King t 



LONO W£LLESLEY PREFERRED ; 

A MEW SONG. 

To tfia Ttane of— ^ Vu first Tim ai the Looftn^Gloif ." 

A certain Man on Hobseback came, 

Who took an active part. Sir ; 
To shew that WelPsley^s gallant name 

Shonld not engage each heart, Sir; 
He eanvass'd all, both great and small. 

And thunder'd at each door. Sir, 
He nunmag'd every shop and stall— 

Long WelletiUy was h^wty Sir, 

SAM MARROWBONES had shut up ihop, 
. And iust had gone to rest. Sir, 
When in this fellow needs must pop, 

I1J/-L00KING at the best,^ Sir : 
Said Sam, says he, ** Pray who be'st thee, 

<^ That for votes do'st come to bore ae? 
<* Hwu 'h never feel for the public weal, 

<< And WeUOey um hereb^e thie.** 

▲ FISHMONGER he next address'd 

With many a soothing tale, Sir, 
And for his vote most warmly press'd ; 

But all would not prevail Sir. 
The Fishman he, did say, says he, 

^ You've Salmon in which you glory ^ 
** You've a FisHSR-man too-*butUwfs nothing new, 

** Long WelVoUy was here Jbrfoirs yc," 
A Chinney-sweep he then beset, 

(By means of a great Clerk, Sir) ; 
But nought of him could Black Coat get 

Bnt frowns and looks most dark, Sir: 
Of Master Soot he made parsnit, 

AAd dutf'd him to each door. Sir, 
Kept SwsBP in view— but 't would not do ; 

Lang WiU^Oey wn wUkhim b^otiy Sirt. 



400 

Oi let not pride or wealth pret»il 
Against the mitiTe*fi elatm ; 

Let Wiltshire's Sons their Brother hail. 
And greet with loud acclaim. 

Your rights, your liberties are dear 
To one who dwells with yon ; 

The Stranger still will promise fair. 
Bat he 'U beguile yoii to». 

Not Wellesley from afar shall boast 
That Wiltshire is Iris own. 

Though distant hirelings cheer the toast, 
And adulate his tiirone. 

But Benetfavnme^ our nature Friend, 
Tke Fnead of Freedom's cause, 

PreFaiiing still, the ikies shaU read 
Beneath no lyrast's laws. 



80NS OF WILTSHIRE! 

A NPW SOtlO. 

Tune—'" Come nmo, oR ye SeehU Pewert," 

Smeif9VUiMrt, who would afaine 

Bright in future story, 
Hasten*-j«in the Weujssuey line ; 

Restore your County's glory. 

CHORCS. 

Come, each independent soul 1 
Now assert your freedom : 
Poll for Wellesley — Plumpers poll, — 
The Qtiorwmr-^iever heed 'em : 

AiCiqM. 
What care we, though Clubs should faope^ 

To wield our votes at pleasure ; 
In Welleskvv's cause we '11 break the yoke 
For Ubert^-'^mi irevmre. 

CiMrtM.— Come, dtc. 
Then here's to Wellesley ! charge all round, 

Nor flinch till it be done, Sirs ; — 
" May there in WUU be ever found 

The BiiOOD'ov Wblmhgtoh, fiksl" 

CAont^.^Come, &c. 



A NEW $0NO. 

Td the Tune of— « Paddy from Cork." 

JOHN BSNKTT TOR EVEB i 
LONG WELLSSfLET— O NEVEft! 

For you, of JOHN BENETT, each staunch and true Friend, 
This Song is compos'd, and I know you 'U attend : 
May ,IOHN BEKETT succeed, « but Oe/fisimafi never;" 
Success to JOHN BEN£TT-«^fidv«fitaB» /of ever/ 
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We admirfe tbe spirit of '^ the Men dfthe Qwrumy'^ 

And that true Wiltshire " Salnum*' that rose up before ^em i 

A true fcowM* man is the pride of a nation — ^ 

Thus Timothy Ti-wman would grace any station. 

May the ancient " Moon-Raker ^* live long in our sight, 

He 's a zealous true Friend of Independence and nght; 

Let him proceed in his writing — although seventy-two> 

He '11 instruct both the young and the ignorant too. 

And now, my good fellows, give BENETT a bumper 

To this toast— *« May JOHN BENETT get many a Pkmperr^ 

May BENETl' succeed, but " the hnshman never^' — 

Success to JOHN BENETT !— noble BENETT for. ever I 



LONG WELtESLEY FOR EVER. 

A MEW song; 

A9 sung by Mr, Foster, at the Castle Imiy Marlborouffh, May Stk, 
tDith a double Encore, 

For you, of LONG WELLESLEY, each Utaunch and firm friend^ 

This Song is composed, and I know you '11 attend ; 

May LONG WELLESLEY succeed I ^ but long BENETT, oh 

nevei't 
SUCCESS to LONG WELLESLEY! LONG WELLESLEY 

FOREVER!!! 

Folde riddle loly &c. 
We despise the attack of " the Men of the Quorumj*' 
And that sullen great Fish that rose at him before 'em y 
As well as that Scoundrel, insulting fair Woman, 
To whose manifold lies is sign'd " Timothy Trueman/' 

Fol de riddle lol| Sec* 
Fcnr the ancient Moon^Rakbr we care not a fig $ 
He 's an arrant Hum-drum, and conceited old Prijf t 
Let him scribble his nonsense of 8eveniy-tuH>, 
And tell his dull tales— which we 'U never read through. 

Fol de riddle lol, Sec* 
And n6w, my good Fellows, give WELLESLEY a Bumper 
To this Toast—" MAY LONG WELLESLEY GET MANY A 

PLUMPER! 
*< MAY LONG WELLESLEY SUCCEED !— but hug BENETT- 

" oh never ! * 

" SUCCESS to LONG WELLESLEY!! LONG WELLESLEY 

" FOR EVER!!!" 

Fol de riddle loly&c. 



A CARICATURE. 
. A-canvassmg r«und theCounty, we see 

A long, laathom-jaw'd, wretched creature, 
A-straddle across a poor beast— (who but he ?) 
Of a gentleman — blest with no feature. 

His coat it is blue, and was formerly new ; 

His hat is the gift of his scout. Sir : 
His breeches are brown, and well known to each town. 

Which this iU Weed has canvass'd about, Sir. 

3 F 



m '9 taH tAd V > An^ n>4 1>M ^ ^« a-t^ff r ' " 

.HiftTiftEige, tbe picture of Oriefy Sir : 
He neems Uke a tbiof ^lat *b coiBBUtted a sio. 

And less like a G^t than a — ■ ■ ■, Sir! 

O ! what tlMdl we say ?— when th's time comet we may, 
Arid this Candidate view, one and all, Sir: 

Whyv w*11 then, with one voice, make WelF9leuoaT choice, 
miUm lyfti^y L<mg FTf l(esl^,*-and Paul, Sir, 



AN ELECTION'S A FAIR. 

Freeholders of Chipp'nham attend. 

For a Utile ; I'll tell ye a story, 
Then roam through the fair widiout end, 

But first let me lay it before ye -, 
Ao Election is just Uke a fair. 

Where something of ev^ry thing's seen, Sirs, 
Where some go to Igiear and to stare, 

WhUe the buyers are busy between, Sirs. 

TolderoL 

For the County there's plenty of choice ; 

It's a time you should all look about ye ; 
llity afe one and all seeking your voice, 

And 'declaring they vron't go without ye ; 
There's Paul, v^ can turn and go on, 

Oo backward, and then he can shift iti 
And John, who laid hands on the Com, 

And' so hea?y no poor man can lift it ! 

Tol de rol. 

His Fanners he turns into Sharks ; 

He i!<^ecefl, ttiew shews to tke tlftor, Sinij 
Ihen iwe^LT^ he'll gmiit teases to lark^, 

IJnlesA that they'll pay hUn twice o'er, Sim, 
Thca make \reirslej the niuti of your choice ; 

CiJinc here's to hi^ health tti a buniptr, 
Be M'dlesicy for ever the voice, , 

' Ifttf^ i^ftch^Ye a vote and a pbmper ! 

' * ■*' ^ * '-' ■ Tolder<J. 



UP WITH WELUSLEY AND DOWN WITH BIlNETT. 

A New Deny Down, 

A tall Man there is and he lives at Py t-House, . 
Who longs for a Seat in the Parliament House : — ^ 
But, before we all meet at our great county town. 
He's a tew little foiMes, whieh I will write down, 

Deny dewn, down, down Beneii down.'- 

And first there's his fam'd Agricultural pursuit^ 
— ^The good of a tte^ is known by its fruit : — 
But what ^ood is Mutton ? whlcti :»urely you'U own 
Is too dear to buy, and too fat to get down. 

Deny downy ^*c. 
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TlMf^ Umi^^ V btit tlMb lie's a iiarb firitMl to timde, 
Wm sell ymi a fpo^m^ or a CbAT, or a Spade*^ 
Fix the price of a bnilding^ withio half-apcrotmt;— ' 
And ail this he does. Just to keep the trade down ; 

Derry doum, ^ 

To the Poor too he's gen'rous, and makes out a table, 
To see on Hoy^r Little to live they are able- 
Says that Whitjb Bread's TOO G0OD,andTHEY0UGHT to eat Brown, 
Thus you see my good friends how he'll tread the POOR down, 

Derry (fdK^, 8ft, 

Bat Look at Long Wellesley ! !— aye, be is the mAft, 
He's Hb'ra) and noble— deny it who can— ! ! 
Despises a Pension, and fears no Man's frown :-— 
TAw UPwUhLONG fVELLBSLEV, and t>OWN BENETT 
DOWN, 

Deny difwn, downy dmen Benttt doim, 

* The GentiemaQ boasts' a Warehouse for Vendmg these Ar- 
ticles. ^ » 

t And keeps k Builder's Price Book, ibr the advancement of 
>he profits of Architecture. 



LONG WELLESLEY AND FREEDOM. 

Tnkt-^^ The t4glU UttU I^iMT 

Said the QiiorWm hubbub) one day at tiieir Club, 
, Soon parliament will be dissolved; , 
And what unlick'd cub, we think fit to dub, 
As MeJnW, luust goon,be^resolyed ? 
For the Voters, we know bbw to lead'em ? 
To humbug, we've only to feecTem; 
lliey^l guzzle the ale, 
*nil they tnrp sick and ji^re-; 
And, hiccupping, fancy thii FREEDOIT. 

They canvass'd all o'er, of their Members a s^oi^, 

iTo se&who their purpose woidd answer ^ . 
Bat thiir Worships were ndglitily puteFd^bdore 
Thair wise heads could fix ola a maoi Sir^ 
Olil tfaeiM^orious Qaoncm/ 
The «i'% notoriot^ Qkotk^/ , 

They'd leaid by the nose 
Xheir friends a^d their foes ; 
Bn^ a true Wiltshire spirit shall fio'or'em* 

PENRUDDOCKE they tried,.and GODDARD beside; 

The I^ONGS who a long time did serve, Sirs, 
And the gteat Mister PHIPP^, with hiatlilck «ual|i<»i lips ; 
But none cotdd be foqn^ with jthe. aerre, Sirsi 
They knew how a C6n^st wonw bleed'em ; 
So noiia 'Jiad the. folly, ta heed'ein, « 

TilUhe Oarnii^. Oia«^ 
.. VeUM out to tbi? Oaii> 
*^ I'll fftaad io the gap aiaiust freedom/^ . 
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I.oud ditc rsweK then heard ; and enah pledgM his mt>rd ' 

To BENETT, that they would elect him ;~ 
And if any stirr^dy to sAt np a thirds , 

They swore one and all to reject him ; 
Go, get all the agents, yon 11 need'em ; 
So he hied to the lawyers and feed'em ; 

3nt told Mr. T ^^y, 

He hadn't a guinea. 
And scarce could preserve his own freedoin. 

Then LONG WELLESLEY came, a hid of some lame. 

And swore he'd the county unfetter ; 
And, knowine hi» game, he levelled his aim, 
^ And penn'd his notorious letter ;-^ 

What confusion it made in the Quontmf 
$IXTEBN striiight resolved it would lower'em ! ! 
IVas wrong, to expose 
To derision, all those. 
Who formed the notorious Quorum, 

But why shoidd yre have to laugh in our sleeve 

At these Blunobrheads' l>lundering notions ? 
We'U soon undeceive, and cause'em to grieye, 
By shewing the true Freeholders' motions. 
Their downfall they know is decreed 'em ; 
Tis time from the County to weed 'em -, . 
3o away to the Poll, 
With hand, heart, and soul, 
And vote for LONG WELLESLEY and FREEDOM. 



THE WELLINGTON BLUE. 

(AnewStmstomMTw^:) 

When at Saram we meet o'er the full flowing howl, 
To vote for Long Wellesley we'll go to the Poll, 
With colours in sight, we» »« F^gUshmen true, 
Will stick to tii« ia<it to the WeUin^^on Blue. 

Perr^ doira, ^v. 

While Benett attempts by his horrid Com Billj^ 
To raise all your Rents his wide pockets to fill. 
He cuts down the Bushel, and would you believe. 
He raises your Rents, and still laughs in his sleeve. 

Cast your eye round the hustings and look at his party. 
You'll see why his friends in his cause are so hearty, 
With spoons in their mouths they vrere bred and were bom. 
And will soon raise their rents with the price of the com. 

Give Well'^iley a Plumper, you'll never repent. 
He vnll have the old bushel and lower your rent, 
A good wheaten loaf virill your workmen all buy, 
/Uid with b^ley wiU feed their fat Pig in the sfy, 



A NEW SONG TO AN OLD TUNB, 

«Tft«Cocik^Mtf fFaUf.* 

Come master my Lads, nor be under control, 
For ^ Wellesley" and Freedom, we'll go to the Poll, 
Tho* Horsemen with Blndgeonsand Threats should appear, 
A PlTOper fpr ** WeUcfley* weTi give wi^nt fear. 
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CHORUS. 

tSo << Benetf aiid << CaUey'' may bluster wU talk/ 

Be early and ready. 

Good order and steady, 
YoaH make him at last the brave <' Cock of the Walk.'' 

Yonr Benett may boast be can plough and can scrw ; 
Fat Pigs ; and Potatoes and j^arley can grow; 
With the Tenantry these ! . they are not worth a Sonst 
To a Moo yoo should send to the ParKamcnt honse. 

Chonu^So Beqett and CaUey, Ae. 

Those Banners we saw at the Hustings dispkiy'd, 
To our minds soeh achievements of valour convey'd, 
That with true Eng^lish hearts, as a compliment due. 
We will readily vote for the Wellington Blue. 

CAoms— So Benett, ^. 

See Benett by threats, and with horrible grin. 
Brings Cossacks and Club Sticks the Voters towing 
While Mistress << Long Well'sley," ofir Queen of the Diqr, 
With the smiles of an an|[el would lead them hir way. • 

CHORUS. 

Let " Benetf ' and « CaUey" thus bluster and telk, 

Be early and ready, 

Good order and steady, 
Yonll prove her dear WeUesley the << Cock of the Walk/' 



A N£W song TO kN OLD TVKK. 

Toast— << Our Swietheart* and Whu." 

With freedom we 11 vote when we go to the Pol! ; 
No Quorum shall force us from Well'sley to stroll : 
We 'U stick to our colours, as good men and true. 
And ne'er turn our backs on the Wellington Blue* - 

Demf dcwKf Sec, 

While Benett at Bath o'er a meeting presides, 
To humbug the fanner and public besides, 
Your bams and your dairi^ he closely surveys. 
And daily is scheming your rents how to raise. 

See Benett cuts close with potatoes and barley, 
And to lower the wages of workmen will parley ; 
While Well'sley will move all complaints from our door. 
And out of his rents come the rates for the poor. 

The ladies, with- ribbands and handkerchiefs waving. 
With ** Well'sley for ever,*' your ftvours are craving; 
A plumper for Well'sley — and, sure as yonr lives, 
you will gain the fond smiles of your sweeth^urts and wives* 
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HERE 'S TO WELL'SLEY tOU EVER, AND THE LAND, 
boys; \rtE UVB IN! 

Tone—'' Since our Poea ta intnde t»/' &c. 

Vt SqnscNr Britannia, whose name 19 endearing,. 
To ev'ry true EugUshman— join with me cheeraig 

Owr Briloii— oar Weluslet's n^aif 1 
Tkoi4^ the proud Sont of Faction,-with Hofdt §m$9A end ' 



Da rail at hii» worth*-*yet ikeir fahekood 's so gUrit^, 
. Their cttlamny. brightens his fame» 

So fill fuU Yonr gl9sses,--be this the toast glf«Dy 

Here*4hfV€lVMeyJbrever,h^zzM/ * 

Hfre^Mio fVelVsUy/greter, huzza i 
UtTf '9 Ho W^MkyJmr ever, and the Umdp bo^ifMft IkteHA 

f ^ef^ise the attacks of the Qumrumy united 
u the "Beckhanipton Cltifr— whose honours are lighted, 
Ita joining with Faction's base band 
^0 ehaeklf our freedom — in fettera to Mnd us — 
B«t ym 're BrUotis by name — so in deeds they shall find us ^■ 
F(Mr WeiXESLSY and Freedom we stand i ' 

ChoTus^-^So Jill, &c^ 

lliOQgb JHfoon^'aJdng slander assail him — ^who feareth? 
For d»1>re^-ptate a heart that 's ufdakstedlie viMdr^li^ 

'Gamst Envy, 'gainst hatred, and pride : 
In yain are their etibrts — in vabi are their railings j; 
tn TB&i'ir^ their QuorumUe Clube, and aittklUiigir* 

Such malice and' ha^e we deride, 

Chom,-^oJUl, See^ 

Then success to our Well'st-kv? mnd,muKy w« fwevcr 
Be |lro«rQrM^•i»Mi^-lnaiylu^ enemies uetec ^ 

Be able our love to undo : 
^ ^s brave Uvole, too, let us pfoin% remember, 
* And in a full bumper drink to oar Defender-^ 
The Hero ^ dread fVaterloo i 

, aim[WB.^So jm, See. 



FINIS. 
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